
Lovereading Reader reviews of  
Left of the Bang by Claire Lowdon 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

Pauline Braisher  

This is a story of love, lies and loss told 

through the relationships of the four 

leading characters. 

The story concentrates on the relationships 

between the four leading characters. The 

"bang" in the title is both metaphorical and 

actual and occurs fairly late on in the book. I 

found the book unnecessarily wordy at times 

and this slowed the story down a little, but 

on the whole I enjoyed it and it mattered to 

me what happened. I think the characters' 

back stories could have been more detailed - 

the reader learns almost nothing about 

Chris, for example. There are surprises along 

the way and at one point the plot takes a 

sinister and unexpected turn. Based on this 

book I would be happy to read further novels 

by this author. 

 

Joy Bosworth  

This starts one way but veers to become a very different book.  

The opening chapter establishes a musical family with a secret affair, and was a 

book I thought I'd enjoy.  Instead it proved to be a microscope over the worst 

natures of seemingly pleasant people. 

The grudge-bearing, envious Tamsin, the image-aware Chris and the seemingly 

avuncular Callum - who can at least see how unacceptable some of his ideas 

are. 

All of this would be tolerable if the book were not obsessed with bodily fluids.  



From a detailed description of the sexual practices of the protagonists, to the 

unhygienic actions of a teenage girl - no fluid is left undiscussed!  I found the 

most revolting to be the crying character who, "sniffed her tears and snot down 

her throat and it tasted a bit like chicken stock"  At this point I felt not only 

nauseated but in desperate need of fumigation! 

It does demonstrate the author's descriptive powers.  In addition to the 

distasteful, there are also really clever passages that describe the season, 

surroundings and the character's state of mind.  Had any of the characters been 

likeable the book would have been more enjoyable, but I found myself 

wondering if I cared what happened to whom.  Just as well, because the final 

section is a rushed jumble and not at all clear as an ending. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Clever observation of human behaviour, sensitive portrayal of 

sexual relationships and awakenings, all delivered against a back 

drop of contemporary Britain.   Great read.  

Tamsin and Chris meet as late teenagers, once, a chance meeting which 

subsequently leaves them both wondering ‘what if’ it had been more than once. 

When they do finally meet, Tamsin is in a long term relationship with Callum 

and her dreams of becoming a renowned pianist have faded with the realisation 

that she is not quite good enough. Chris is nearing the end of his military 

training ahead of a first tour in Afghanistan and is looking for a something to 

complement the demands of his disciplined and male dominated military world.   

When they meet again, Tamsin decides not to tell Callum how she really met 

Chris, preferring to make up a story rather than share the harmless truth.  Why 

she prefers to keep it hidden reveals not only her doubts in her relationship with 

Callum, but also doubts of her self-belief in her work, her family life and even 

her friendships.    

‘Left of the Bang’ is a refreshing observation of modern day relationships acted 

out under the constraints and demands of our daily lives.   Sure am going to 

miss the characters. 

 

Judi Davies  

The title and 'blurb' is misleading with this book. Very little is made 

of the military suggestion of 'Left of the Bang' and I was 



disappointed with the book.  

The title and 'blurb' is misleading with this book. Very little is made of the 

military suggestion of 'Left of the Bang' and I was disappointed with the book. 

The characters and plot, I felt, were weak and there was not enough action in 

the book. Most of the characters lacked excitement and the outcomes for all of 

them were quite predictable and bland. 

 I'm sorry but this book just didn't grab me at all. 

 

Ann Alderton  

A warm, engaging and compelling portrayal of the lives of a group 

of 21st century twenty-somethings.  

A rich and sharply observed portrayal of the lives of a group of 21st century 

twenty-somethings whose lives fall short of the ideals that they had imagined 

for themselves and struggling with their own sense of identity and values.  Both 

witty and sad at the same time, this is a story of the unrequited ambitions and 

unfulfilled potentials. The intelligent and well-educated characters all fall short 

of their own ideals: pianist Tamsin, struggling with her failure to achieve the 

dazzling heights of musical career that her parents enjoyed and the two main 

men in her life – steady, hard-working and committed school teacher Callum 

and the idealistic solder Chris – both battling with inner demons and whose 

lives and careers are immeasurably changed following their own devastating 

and isolated lapse of judgement.  The scenes of their lives together and 

individually are stunningly drawn, especially Callum’s Latin class in Denham 

Hall.  A warm, engaging and compelling read. 

 

Phyllis Avery  

Aptly titled, this novel does indeed take characters through 

minefield after minefield of relationship intrigues. A gripping read 

with characters one becomes emotionally invested in immediately.  

An intriguing set of characters lead the reader through relationship minefield 

after minefield. The apt title of this novel is truly borne out by the destructive 

tendencies inherent in the characters. This aside, one does feel emotionally 

attached to these damaged people, willing them not to fall into the trap laid 

ahead. They dodge the bullet on occasion, but ultimately we end up definitely 

and decidedly right of the bang. 



The writing is skilfully crafted in a page turning style with assured elegance. I 

was gripped immediately and invested in the characters which is not always the 

case with novels I read so this was pleasantly reassuring. The tangled lives that 

unfold are interesting as well as difficult and the back drop of classical music 

and the difficult world inhabited by those who pursue this career option was 

refreshingly different.  

Because of the focus on sex and sexuality, I would be circumspect as to whom I 

would recommend this book to - but for the right audience, it is an enjoyable 

and gripping read. 

 

Cathy Small  

A very honest view into the lives of the characters that start to 

become your friends as the story unfolds through the relationship of 

Tasmin and Callum.  

The story follows the live and relationships for Tasmin from when she first met 

Chris to when he reappears later in her life. You watch Tasmin and Callum's 

relationship start to fall apart as Chris interrupts Tasmin in her steady life and 

Callum as he starts to find an honesty to art that has a potentially disturbing 

end. Claire brings you into the story so you see Tasmin as a friend who is 

sharing her life and its errors with you until the dramatic conclusion. I found 

the story enticing to ensure you follow through to the end but was disappointed 

where it ended because it didn't fall into the happy ending that you would want 

but then that’s what makes the book realistic and truer to real life! 

 

Val Rowe  

Beautifully crafted characters contribute a sense of realism to this 

'unputdownable' novel.  

When Tasmin Jarvis, a failing concert pianist, first encounters Chris, she has 

little awareness of the impact he is going to have upon her life. As the plot 

unfolds, she begins to question her relationship with her teacher boyfriend, 

Callum, but he has issues of his own to deal with. Leah, Callum's flatmate, also 

becomes embroiled in the situation, despite having her own complex problems.   

I enjoyed this novel immensely. Claire Lowdon knows and develops her 

characters extremely well and is not fearful of attributing to them the type of 

issues that I feel many young people experience. I was particularly impressed 

by her realistic portrayal of sexuality and sexual relationships.  



There were several surprises, especially towards the end of the novel, and many 

cleverly woven situations which drew the characters together. Lowdon kept me 

guessing as to the outcome right to the end and her final chapter is written in an 

unexpected and tantalising style. 

Do read it! 

 

Neil Williams  

Promised much but ultimately disappointed.  

Telling the stories of several 20something Londoners all from differing 

backgrounds whose lives converge. Tamsin, Callum, Chris and to some degree 

Leah this starts promisingly but seems to get quite bogged down quickly. 

There is so much character detail that I felt the story was lost and the main 

points of the ending seemed to be obvious from fairly early on. 

I understand that the title is metaphor as well as a plot point but I felt that the 

military side of things was massively underrated. 

 

Katie Hoare 

Left of the Bang is mostly focussed on Tamsin Jarvis, a twenty something living 

in London and a trained concert, who had hopes and dreams of becoming just 

as successful as her father. However, she plays the piano at places such a 

nursing homes and sees one of her friends become more successful. This does 

not help as there is problems in the relationship she has with her father which 

the reader is informed about at the start of novel, and how she feels so 

protective towards her mother. 

The novel also focuses on her relationship with her boyfriend, Callum who 

teaches Latin, and who decides to take a post a private school outside of 

London. The relationship has its own internal issues, and is not always helped 

by friends, especially Chris, a solider, who takes quite a shine to Tamsin. 

However, he has similar issues with Leah and they find that they have 

something in common. 

‘Left of The Bang’ shows that the complexities of modern London 

living, the hopes, dreams and aspirations of each of the individuals, 

and also the expectations of each other within a relationship in the 

21st century. As well as for the main protagonist everything she thought she 

knew, transpires not necessarily to be the, and hence the title Left of the Bang. 



This is written with humour and empathy, along with a lot of angst, and 

tension, as well as the reader wanting to know what happens to each character. 

  

Farah Alam  

Overall, I quite this book because it is very realistic in regards to the 

problems surrounding the characters. However, I'm still not sure if I liked 

the way the book ends.  

 

Edel Waugh  

The story is based around a woman called Tamsin, a failed concert pianist who 

is very unsatisfied with her life especially her relationship with her boyfriend 

Callum, when a blast from the past comes back into her life and shakes it all up 

again she is not sure anymore who or what she wants in her life. Each of the 

characters are all going through their own personal troubles and there was 

quite a few surprises I did not see coming. Relationship ups and downs, 

friendships and secrets all make this a great story that is impossible 

to put down. 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Suzanne Marsh   

I am so glad that I have found a new author from Lovereading. Author Claire 

Lowdon is an Assistant Editor of Arete. ‘Left Of The Bang’ is a military term for 

the build-up to an explosion.  This novel is very sharp with an insider's view of 

young Londoners who are often having much less fun than it seems. 

The starting point of this wonderful story is when twelve- year- old Tasmin  

Jarvis goes back stage to her father's dressing room when as she opens the door 

she sees her father kissing another woman. This left Tasmin too frightened to 

her tell her mother because she did not want her parents to divorce. For Tasmin 

knowing that her father is having an affair takes its toll on her behaviour. With 

Tasmin affected by her father cheating on her mother and the family it now 

seems that this had made it hard for her to any faith in men. 

This is a brilliant story with lots of thing happening that readers 

won't know about unless you buy this brilliant novel ‘Left Of The Bang’. 

I look forward to another novel by Claire Lowdon. 

www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 


