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Catherine Bryce  

This thrilling book will grab and hold 

onto you as it unfolds its story- a 

gripping tale that must be read!!  

Once in a while a book will grab hold of you 

and wrap you so deep in its story that you 

don't want to stop reading til the end and 

‘Lie of the Land’ is one such book! 

Excellent writing by Michael F Russell, ‘Lie 

of the Land’ describes life in the not too 

distant future where everyone and 

everything is controlled by a few in power.  

Under this environment, the reader is taken 

on a journey to a small fishing village in 

Scotland where society is about to change 

for ever.  Human nature gradually takes 

over as the villagers find their new positions 

in this new society with some being more 

equal than others but where all are 'equal'  

whilst all are prisoners in the village, all 

trying to cope in their own way to survive daily. 

The author's writing skills more than adequately describe in detail the barren 

harsh Scottish landscape, the problems of isolation, having to do without, 

horrendous weather, seeing everyday life slowly changing while trying to make 

sense of what is happening in the world outside the village, but can anyone give 

an answer? 

A fantastic story through which the author guides us and allows us to make our 

own assumptions about events happening in the novel. The writing style is light, 

but keeps your attention at all times and the narrative is easy to follow.  Not a 

heavy read but one that once you start, be prepared for a long and satisfying 



read. 

First class on all accounts and a must read!! 

 

Lisa Hall – www.reading-room-with-a-view.blogspot.co.uk   Twitter: 

@ReadingRoom79 

A highly original story, with an ending that evokes plenty of 

emotion, I recommend ‘Lie of The Land’ to any reader who is looking 

for something a little bit unusual, a little bit out of the ordinary.  

A terrifying story, set in the near future, I was completely unable to put down 

‘Lie of The Land’. Although fairly slow to start, and it took me a while to get into 

the swing of the story, by a third of the way in I was hooked. Carl is not the most 

likeable character, and his treatment of other characters in the story leaves a 

little to be desired, however his attempts to engage with the community of 

Inverlair following the events that take place did redeem him a little in my eyes!  

A highly original story, with an ending that evokes plenty of emotion, I 

recommend Lie of The Land to any reader who is looking for something a little 

bit unusual, a little bit out of the ordinary, and who is prepared to recognise 

that this storyline could, one day, be possible (but fingers crossed it's not). 

 

Karen McIntosh  

Carl Shewan, a Glasgow journalist finds himself living in a world none of us 

would choose. Set in the not too distant future, life is controlled by the all-

powerful CivCon, but not everyone is willing to bend the knee to the new law. In 

a quest to find the truth Carl 'escapes' to Inverlair on the Scottish Coast but 

what awaits him changes his life forever and makes him question what he is 

willing to accept. 

I loved the fact that this book was set in a recognisable future, with places and 

everyday object familiar but with obvious technological differences from today. 

It made the story all the more chilling for me.  The writing was excellent 

and so brilliantly descriptive that I had no trouble becoming 

immersed in the tale. The gradual upping of tension was very effective and I 

wanted to find out more and more. Why was life so restricted? How had it 

become so? 

I love this book and would recommend it to anyone who enjoys a good tense 

story told really well.  I can't wait for his next book. 

http://www.reading-room-with-a-view.blogspot.co.uk/


 

Sarah Musk 

A fantastic debut novel set in a post-apocalyptic society.  Very 

astutely and sensitively written, I really hope there is a follow-up 

book.  

This is a fantastic debut novel.  Even though a post-apocalyptic scenario is not 

original, the reason for it is.  Michael F Russell puts most of the population of 

the world to sleep by the misuse of surveillance techniques which reads people's 

brainwaves.  There are a few pockets of 'notspots' which are not affected and 

this is where the main character, Carl Shewan, finds himself trapped.  No one in 

the Scottish village can travel more than 2.6 miles in either direction without 

dying. 

I found the first part of the book a bit difficult to understand in places.  It was 

very technological - too much for me - and the opening chapter didn't make 

sense until later in the book.  However, I am so glad I stuck with it because I 

became hooked on the situation.  The claustrophia and post-traumatic stress for 

the people in the village is cleverly portrayed.  What happens in an enclosed 

society where almost everyone has lost someone on the outside and is grieving 

not just for their loved ones but for the lost life on the outside.  Moral difficulties 

start to appear to do with power and crime.  There are no checks on some 

people. 

I would really love the writer to produce a follow up book.  I want to know what 

happens next - there is definitely another gripping book to follow. 

 

Pauline Braisher – www.ilovebooksandcats.wordpress.com  

1984 meets Lord of the Flies  

This book is “1984” meets “Lord of the Flies”. Set in the near future in 

Scotland it weaves many threads – corruption, control, 

relationships, human behaviour, human frailty. It is a bleak tale but in 

the end, the children bring hope.  There are many unanswered questions which 

require addressing in order for the reader to make full sense of the events 

leading up to the action in the story, but nonetheless it is a gripping read. There 

are several major characters but I found that I could relate only to Carl and 

Isaac because I feel that the others lack depth.  Nevertheless, it's a really good 

first novel and I look forward to reading further books by Michael F Russell 

 

http://www.ilovebooksandcats.wordpress.com/


Phylippa Smithson  

Gosh, what a most powerful and disturbing read – and oh so very 

credible.  

Set in the near future, Carl is an investigated journalist on the search for 

information related to the ever increasing controls and manipulations being 

imposed on the general population by those in charge, the Government.  He falls 

upon some intelligence that would be validated by him exiting his Glasgow base 

and travelling to the remote north of Scotland.  In this near future world, that is 

not an easy task which requires negotiating with and avoiding the travel 

controls and monitoring by the CivCon ‘snoopers’ who are predominantly 

focused on the major cities. 

The story jumps between two ‘now’ points in time – one ‘now’ being the 

explanation as to why he is needing to head north and his early arrival; the 

other relates to further into the future .  In between, something has happened 

that will significantly affect him and those around him in the remote village in 

which he is now based. 

A very complex, extremely well-written and thought-provoking read.  Thank 

you Michael Russell for delivering such an immensely different thriller. 

 

Jane Brown  

Set in Scotland in the near future and investigative journalist is trapped in this 

picturesque village. It is a terrifying story. 

A good debut novel from an author I will be looking out for.  

This is a terrifying story set in the future.  

City-based investigative journalist Carl Shewan is trapped in the Scottish 

coastal village of Inverlair. 

I found the first few chapters difficult but was glad I persevered; the 

author has written an engaging debut novel. 

The main character is not the most likeable character a reader will come across, 

but on reading further he tried to engage with this coastal community following 

what occurs and ok, he went up slightly in my estimation.  

This is a truly original and unusual story from a promising author. 

This is an author to look out for. 

 



Nickey Hawryszczuk  

A post-apocalyptic story which was hard going but well worth the 

read eventually. It took me a while to get into but I am glad I 

finished it. It made me think...what if?  

Carl Shewan is a journalist (who I have to say, I really didn't take to at all).  Set 

in a remote Scottish Coastal Village, we learn about the struggles to adapt in 

this new existence. There is an awful lot of doom and gloom which I did find 

very depressing, but I guess that is true of how I would actually feel if I was put 

in the same scenario as these villagers. With that in mind, I must say that it is 

obviously good writing skills as it did make me question how I would feel. I am 

hoping there is a follow on story as it ended quite abruptly and I am intrigued 

to find out more about this interesting new world which has been created. Not 

my usual kind of genre but I would urge anyone to give it a go and try to stick 

with it as it really was worth a read. 

 

Angela Rhodes 

On the little village of Inverlair, Scotland, all is not well. 

A beautiful place, hmm maybe, but not when you are stuck there, as Carl 

Shewen an Investigative journalist, is about to find out. 

Michael F Russell's book, holds the reader mesmerized, with his dark 

yet compelling look at a future, none of us want to see. 

Carl feels partly responsible for the technological catastrophe that hold the 

villagers imprisoned along with his new role of being a dad, and the death of his 

friend on his mind, all he wants is to escape. 

This is a book, for all of us, who loved Iain Banks, novels. Michael writes in the 

same wonderful way, making the reader want to turn the pages, but at the 

same time, not wanting it to finish. 

 

Alison Bisping  

Carl Shewan is an investigative journalist.  We first meet him in October, in 

Inverlair, where he is recovering from something, but we have no idea what.  It 

seems that a friend/colleague has died in whatever happened.  

The story then moves to an earlier time scale, July, and starts from when Carl 

leaves Glasgow to head to Inverlair, a little Highland village.  Whilst he is there, 

'something' happens (won't give away) and he becomes stranded.  



You get little pieces of the story - little pieces of information and it is slow to join 

up, but it does. 

Futuristic, even slightly, isn't my normal choice of style and topic 

and probably because of that I found it a tough read, as well as finding 

it depressing.  However, I am sure many other people will have a positive view - 

and perhaps I should stick to what I know I like! 

 

Bev Farningham 

Set in the near future, this tells of a state of living that is like - or worse - than 

big brother and the old communist regime. Add to this that they are able to use 

all the electronic inventions and devices known to control an orderly society, 

living as they wish. I wondered who the big man was?  

Carl is a journalist, who knows a lot of what is going on, but is permanently 

shackled - sound familiar?  

He is led to a Scottish coastal village and there is shown SCOPE by a man who 

was involved in its development and installation. This was alleged to be for 

communications but the truth is worse.  

At times I find it unbelievable and believable. Unsettling I think would be the 

best way to explain it. It took a bit of getting into, as not my usual type 

of book, but glad I persevered. Helped by the characterisation  

 

Jan Kirkcaldy  

Must confess to having started this several times before finally finishing it.  

Different, interesting, undoubtedly well written and maybe possible.  

Unfortunately it somehow just didn’t connect for me in any way.  As a former 

TV journalist, trying to look at it from various angles, I could understand what 

Michael Russell’s trying to convey – scary though it may be. Yet I felt nothing 

from having read it.   To be fair I am not into such, dare I say fantasy, but for 

those who are I am sure it’s a tantalising and great experience.  In this genre I 

am sure the author has a great future. 

 

Kelly-Ann Semper 

The setting of this story is in the not-too-distant future, in a world where ‘big 

brother’ government has been taken to its logical conclusion: constant and total 

surveillance, lack of freedom of expression, etc. It describes what happens when 



an extreme monitoring/mind-control tool being developed by the government 

goes completely wrong, decimating half of the world's population in the process. 

The anti-hero (some may see him as a traditional hero, but there is no doubt 

that he has huge character flaws) is saved from this fate by circumstances 

which take him to a village which has escaped destruction due to its relative lack 

of connectivity. Despite my own issues with the main character of the book, this 

story still held me from beginning to end. It was interesting to see how ordinary 

people react to such a cataclysmic event, and the consequent curtailment of 

their daily lives (including lack of access to ordinary foodstuffs such as tea and 

coffee). The changing boundaries of governance (an ad hoc committee, set up 

immediately following the disaster, now manages allocation of food and work 

to the other inhabitants of the village; the village's single police officer finds that 

his authority is no longer respected) is fascinating to witness. I found myself 

slowly and silently cheering on the main character - his small acts of rebellion 

in his newly enclosed world, his refusal to think like everyone else. By the end of 

the book, where the village opens up again, I was really hopeful that the author 

would tell us more about the aftermath. A well-written book that held my 

interest and left me wanting more.  

 

Angie Rhodes 

This is a dark tale set in the not too distant future, where one man's error 

changed a small coastal village in Scotland. Carl Shewan is a journalist, who 

investigates the slightly odd and more obscure, stranger-than-fiction type 

things. 

Now he is stuck in a small village, which has constant surveillance, and he feels 

life closing in on him. 

Trying to find answers is getting people killed, and the State will do anything to 

stop questions, no matter who you are… Carl wants to know what they are 

hiding. 

‘Lie of the Land’ is a great piece of writing, making you feel the 

characters’ isolation and loneliness. 

 

Susan Mooney  

Futuristic thriller set in Scotland, in which the death & intrigue will 

captivate you. A superb read. 

 



A thoroughly enjoyable read set against a Scottish background, this is an 

offbeat drama. Not my usual type of read but once you get into it it's hard to put 

down. 

If you like something a "bit different" you will undoubtedly love this, it is a 

psychological thriller at its best. 

5/5 for captivating reading from Michael .F. Russell. 

You can follow Susan on Twitter: @truckermercedes 

    


