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Stephanie Blakey  

I enjoyed this book enormously, 

reading it in just two days and feeling 

cheated when I had to put it down to 

attend to more pressing matters such 

as going to work!!!!!! I couldn't wait to 

find out what happened that fateful night of 

the school quiz. The characters and their 

relationships were totally absorbing - 

skilfully drawn and believable. A shivering 

theme of domestic violence that could 

happen to anyone culminating in a 

shocking act. I loved this book as much as 

‘The Husband's Secret’ and look forward to 

the next by such a gifted author.  

 

Janet Gilliard 

I  really enjoyed this novel. It is the story of 

three women who meet at the school 

playground and initially become friends. Events occur which change that and 

eventually lead to murder. I read this virtually in one sitting and carried 

it everywhere with me. I felt lost when I had finished the book. As you 

may gather I recommend this book and am now in the process of reading the 

back catalogue. 

 

Caroline Mathews http://mrsmsmeanderings.wordpress.com 

Absolutely brilliant - funny, entertaining, dark, frightening, 

thought-provoking and a plot that keeps you turning the pages until 

far too late into the night.  Loved it.  



I really enjoyed this book. 

The characters were so well written and completely believable - it was like 

reading a book about people you knew. 

The plot was great - you know from the beginning that a tragic event takes 

place at the end, but not what it is, and unusually for me, I didn't have an 

inkling as to either the 'twist' or the victim's identity until the end. 

The book is by turns funny, dark, thought-provoking, entertaining, frightening 

and so much more - highly recommended. 

 

Elisabeth Thomas  http://listhebookworm.wordpress.com 

An amazing and absorbing read.  

The book opens just as an event of terrible violence erupts in the neighbouring 

school during a trivia night. Rumours in the small coastal community of 

Pirriwee spread like wildfire as to what really happen that night.  

The book takes us back to six months and we learn how events over that period 

of time culminate in violence on the School Trivia night.  As the book progresses 

we learn that everyone tells little lies and it is only when those lies get out of 

hand do they have repercussions for the whole community. Jane, Celeste and 

Madeline and Bonnie all on the surface seem to live charmed lives but the little 

lies that they tell to cover up the cracks in their lives which during the book open 

up into a huge chasm . 

The story kept me gripped from beginning to end and I loved it. It was 

a thrilling and intelligent read touching on the important issues of bullying and 

domestic violence. At no point did the story loose it momentum.  I am very glad 

I read this book and will certainly be reading other books by Liane Moriarty as 

this was the first novel by her that I had read. 

 

Anne Cater  http://randomthingsthroughmyletterbox.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 ‘Little Lies’ is a very clever story. The reader knows from page one that 

something terrible happened at the School Trivia Night, we know that someone 

is dead, but we don't know who it is, or who the murderer is, or why. 

Liane Moriarty expertly weaves this story. Hooking the reader from the start 

with the big whodunnit and then skipping back a few months to gradually build 

up both the plot and the characters. There is a real credibility to these 

characters and the development of their relationships are excellently done. The 



author expertly portrays what appears to be a perfect life on the outside whilst 

allowing the reader glimpses into the sordid and often violent secrets lying 

below the surface.  

‘Little Lies’ is the sort of book that keeps me up way past my bedtime 

with it's compelling plotline and cleverly careless clues dotted 

around that hooked me and made me want to read 'just one more 

chapter'. There were a few gasps out loud along the way too - there is nothing 

I like better than to find that I'm wrong about what I think has happened, or 

will happen.  To me, the sign of a great book and a very clever author is when I 

really do get a shock when something huge is revealed. 

There are quite a few shocks along the way in ‘Little Lies’, there are also many 

secrets and lots of lies, not all of them are little either. 

A very impressive novel, Liane Moriarty is quickly becoming one of my 

favourite authors.  Great stuff. 

 

Emma Barton  

This is an addictive story that explains the events leading up to a 

shocking act at Pirriwee Public school Trivia night.  

I absolutely love Liane Moriarty's books, and style of writing. She creates 

completely believable characters that you can relate to and sympathise with. 

‘Little Lies’ is no exception, and the story of several parents at Pirriwee Public 

School keeps you enthralled right to the end. 

Madeline is happily remarried but struggles with her daily contact with her ex 

husband and his new family, Jane is a single mother who has recently moved to 

the area and is hiding the secret of how her son, Ziggy was conceived, and 

Celeste is indecisive about leaving her violent husband. The relationships 

between these characters along with a host of others leads up to a shocking 

event at the annual school trivia night. 

This book was hilarious in parts and tragic in others. I'm not sure if I was 

supposed to be surprised by the twist, but I had guessed it quite early on in the 

book. This did not detract from my enjoyment and I will be the first in line to 

buy her next novel. 

 

Sophia Ufton  

Gripping story, could not put it down, wanted to read to the very 



end.  

This was an amazing story, with a twist at the end. Read to find out what 

happens. I really enjoyed the book. 

 

Rachel Aygin  

Hints are dropped that someone has died and throughout the book 

the reader is kept wondering who is dead. I loved it. When is the next 

book coming out?  

After reading ‘The Husband's Secret’ I was really looking forward to reading 
‘Little Lies’.  Liane Moriarty really gets inside the minds of her characters and 
the reader is drawn into the world of each character.  Near the beginning of the 
book hints are dropped that someone has died and throughout the book the 
reader is kept wondering who is dead.  Secrets unfold the further you get into 
the book and you become immersed in the world of the story.  I loved reading 
this book and found the unusual way of withholding the identity of withholding 
the identity of the dead person added so much to the reading experience.  When 
is the next book coming out? 

 

Pam Kennedy  

Great book loved it.    Good strong believable  characters  fast 

moving very interesting story. I would recommend this book for 

anyone.  

First time reading this author.  I loved every word of it.  I recalled memories of 

when I used to wait for my children at the school gates and other  school parent 

activities.  Moriarty does an excellent job of showing how we all think we know 

someone but really we have no idea. That we all have good and bad points was 

excellently put I loved Celeste Madeline and Jane. I had absolutely no idea how 

it would end.  I would recommend  this book to anyone. As I have already stated 

this is my first read of this author but it will not  be my last. 

 

Susan Andrews  

Another great book 

This was an ARC edition sent to me by Lovereading.  Having read this authors 

previous books, ‘What Alice Forgot’ and ‘The Husband's Secret’, I was expecting 

a great read, and that is what I got. 



From the beginning you know someone is going to die on the night of the 

Schools Trivia Night, but you don't find out who until the end. The story centres 

on the families in a small coastal community. Some are rich, some just getting 

by, but all have children starting in the kindergarten. The main characters are 

Jane a single Mum, Celeste and Mandelaine. Everything starts to go horribly 

wrong when Jane's son Ziggy is accused of bullying on the first day. Other 

parents choose sides and it all turns very nasty. This was as usual, 

beautifully written, in parts funny and heartbreaking, but always 

wanting to know what happens next.  Loved the book and will 

recommend to friends. 

 

Evelyn Barrett 

Liane Moriarty was a new read for me so I was very pleasantly surprised by 

‘Little Lies’.  To say that I was hooked from the first sentence is an 

understatement. With her style deceptively fluid and easy, it takes a while to 

realise how much in control of the tension Moriarty is as she drip-feeds little 

nuggets of information.  

Something really bad has happened at Pirriwee Public School Trivia Night but 

we don’t know what. We’re given glimpses and hints and we’re taken back to the 

kindergarten orientation day six months before.  For on that very first day are 

sown the seeds of disaster. The school advertises itself as a bully-free zone 

because bullying hurts all those involved. It’s a dreadful experience for children, 

and when the parents join in, that just makes a bad situation so much worse, 

but the bullying doesn’t end at the school gate in Pirriwee. That affluent little 

community hides behind a facade of respectability and deceit, which comes 

crumbling down in the most terrible way at Trivia Night.   

Reading Moriarty is as good as a gossipy lunch with an old friend. 

This is a totally absorbing story, even more so because all of it is 

possible.  

 

Kath Thornton 

What an amazing read, it had me hooked from the very first page. It 

is set in Australia in and around Pirriwee Public school and focuses on the 

school's Elvis and Audrey Hepburn school trivia night. It tells of the lead up to it, 

the actual night, and also the aftermath. The main characters but there are 

others in the story are Madeline, who is divorced, has three children, one of 



whom is her ex- husband's and is an awkward teenager, her ex-husband's hippy 

new wife who have a little girl the same age as one of Madeline's who will be 

starting at Pirriwee at the same time - this causes friction. Celeste whose 

husband is violent, she has twins. Finally Jane, who is a single mum new to the 

area, she has a son called Ziggy, after a one night stand went horribly wrong. 

Ziggy will also be starting Pirriwee Public school. This book is about, along with 

other things: bullying, violence in marriage, school yard scandal, mother and 

daughter relationships, and the little lies people tell just to get by. It makes a 

page turning satisfying read with an unexpected ending. 

 

Bethany Dimmock - twitter @BethanyAmber94 

A marvelous piece of fiction by an equally as marvelous author. 
Fantastic plot. Fantastic characters. I can't praise it enough.  

At first I mistook this to be a chic-lit novel. No. It is so much more. 

‘Little Lies’ revolves around schoolyard dramas, where the parents become 
more childish than their offspring. This irony is often almost laughable, as 
parallels are drawn between the children and the adults in the book.  

The reader is given small indications to the shocking event of ‘Trivia Night’ in 
almost every chapter due to clever interview-like snippets of characters. Yet, 
this is weaved into various layers of sub-plots where Moriarty manages to flit 
between scenes to successfully introduce a myriad of characters and their 
complex lives. You are kept guessing until the very end, and I audibly gasped 
when the penny dropped. 

Simultaneously, Moriarty manages to tackle hard-hitting, and very real issues, 
meaning this novel should be admired even more so. 

‘Little Lies’ is just tremendous. Read it on the train, read it in bed, read it in the 
bath. Whatever you do, just read it. 

 

Vikki Gerrish 

I loved this book so much, I went out and bought the author's previous novel.  

I could relate to some of the details in this book, there were parts that reminded 
me of taking my children to school and the “clicks” in the playground.  I found 
the characters believable and I loved how their lives intertwined together 
especially when it reached the climax at the end.  I absolutely loved this 
book, it made me laugh out loud on many occasions and two minutes 
later I would be crying.  The twists in the story and how it was written 
really kept my interest and I was, at some points, on the edge of my seat.  



Normally I can guess what is happening with the characters and I can pre-empt 
the story, but this story really surprised me and sometimes frightened me.  It 
even scared my husband when I exclaimed out loud “Oh my Goodness!!!”.  I 
enjoyed this story so much that I fully intend to buy Liane’s previous novel “The 
Husbands Secret”, if it is as good as ‘Little Lies’ then I know it will be a brilliant 
read and very entertaining. 

 

Emma Caddick 

I loved this book. Having only recently read ‘The Husbands Secret’ I wondered if 
this would live up to expectations. It didn't disappoint. Moriarty writes so 
skillfully that she gets you hooked and keeps you hooked. Throughout 
the story you are kept guessing but at no point does this get annoying. The plot 
lines and characters are alive and well (mostly!) in my head and it took days if 
not weeks to stop thinking about them all. A brilliant book and perfect 
holiday read this Summer.  

 

Linda McFall - http://lindyloumacbookreviews.blogspot.co.uk/ 

Tragic yet hilarious, so much more than a murder mystery this novel 
kept me reading well into the night, as I kept telling myself just one more 
chapter!  

Although you know right from the opening paragraphs that something dreadful 
has happened in Pirriwee, this compelling story keeps you guessing.  Tragic yet 
hilarious, so much more than a murder mystery this novel kept me reading well 
into the night, as I kept telling myself just one more chapter! 

The protagonists Jane, Maddie and Celeste are all mothers of children at 
Pirriwee Public School, all very different but drawn together by events at 
school. Jane is the single parent, new to the area, with nothing to say about her 
son's father. Celeste is the happily married one, also wealthy and beautiful, the 
envy of all the other Mums. Maddie or Madeleine is the lively one, having 
problems with her teenage daughter from a previous marriage. The scene is set, 
disaster has struck, but to find out exactly what the author takes us back to the 
start of the school year to tell us the whole story. The characters and their 
relationships are all very realistic and sadly totally believable.  I say sadly as 
these are everyday situations that readers are going to be familiar with. 
Nobody's life is quite as it seems and as we are taken behind the scenes of the 
characters relationships with their partners and families one is pulled into the 
complicated webs of deceit.  Bullying both mental and physical is a sad fact of 
life, the added drama is that all through the book you know the result is 
catastrophic but you do not know exactly what happened until the very end!   



In conclusion an entertaining and compelling read, which gains 
pace as the dreadful facts emerge. Another good choice for book clubs as 
the story raises plenty of subjects for discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


