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Katy Noyes  

I knew from the first page that 

this was going to be a winner. I 

am predicting this ‘Victor 

Meldrew’ redemption tale is the 

next sleeper European hit.  

Everything about this just struck a 

chord. The chapter headings, ‘A Man 

Called Ove’ and..., Ove himself, the 

characters around him, the story, they 

meshed beautifully together into a 

warm and darkly hilarious book about 

a Swedish Victor Meldrew. 

Ove is retired (well, he has been forced 

from his job). He takes his 

responsibilities of the residents' 

committee seriously, insisting on cars 

not parking where they are not 

allowed. He is exasperated by the 

neighbours (The Lanky One, The 

Pregnant One) who can't reverse a 

van or fix a radiator, who drive anything other than a Saab ("he had no 

intention of placing his foot in an American car, unless his foot and the rest of 

his body had first been placed in a coffin"). 

Yet I warmed to him immediately. And that feeling only grew as Backman 

showed us Ove's history. And in the present, just what is going on in Ove's life, 

and how he affects those in his community. And how they start to have an effect 

on him.  

I really think to go into any detail would spoil the book for you. While some of 

the plot may not feel like anything new, Ove is a beautifully-drawn character 



who comes to life on the page and really does keep you guessing just how the 

story you think you've sussed is going to end.  

Warm, witty, with a little bite, you'll love Ove. A summer winner, I'm betting on 

it. 

 

Alan Brown  

A gentle quirky read about an elderly man who finds that he can find his value 

again without compromising his independence and becomes less scared as he 

does.  

If you put this book on the back burner or do not read it on your 

summer holidays then whether you are a man or woman your 2014 

will be a year that is not completely fulfilled. 

As we grow older and lose loved ones do we become stuck in our ways and 

become grouchy? What is our purpose and dare we forge new relationships 

without losing the memories of the older ones and make a fool of ourselves? 

These questions and others come to mind as the story of Ove is told in a quirky 

way that brings the reader into the world of Ove without challenging them. 

The story about an elderly man who finds renewed values in a local society 

without losing his individuality takes you along to the end but this book will 

carry on into the future long after the last page is read. 

 

Nicola Foster - www.mygoodbookshelf.wordpress.com 

I loved this quirky, wonderful book. Loved it. In fact, I loved it so 

much that I want everyone I know to read it too, just so we can talk 

about it. It’s undoubtedly going to be one of my top reads of 2014. 

From the outset Ove seems like just another grumpy old man. Cantankerous 

and abrupt to the point of rudeness he has no friends; people avoid him like the 

plague. He spends his days inspecting the local neighbourhood for rule-

breaking, even though he was unceremoniously fired as the Chairman of the 

Resident’s Association some years back.  

But behind Ove’s grumpiness there is of course a story- a tale of love, of family 

and of deep sadness. When one morning his new neighbours accidentally flatten 

Ove’s letterbox, it starts off a chain of unexpected events and possibly even 

friendship…  



It’s not difficult to see why this Swedish bestseller has become such a hit 

internationally. Charming, witty and filled with black humour it had me 

laughing and crying in equal measures. Though its premise is simple overall, 

the delivery is faultless.  Both slow-burning and bittersweet, you get right 

underneath the skin of the characters and learn about the complexities of their 

lives. I defy any reader not to fall in love with Ove- a man who tries his very 

best to alienate those around him yet fails at every single hurdle. 

A story of unlikely friendships, true love and faith in mankind, ‘A Man Called 

Ove’ is a heart-warming (and heart-breaking) read from a brilliant author who 

I would definitely read more from in future. 

 

Sophia Ufton  

Brilliant book, kept me going page after page. Couldn't put it down. 

Ove is a grumpy man, or so it seems at first. This story really got to me and 

I'm now re-reading it. Please read this its amazing. 

 

Sue Burton  

I have just finished reading ‘A Man Called Ove’ and can highly recommend 

this book to other readers.  I grew to seriously like Ove as a person and a 

man although should imagine that he could be very irritating.  This book shows 

that people are judged by who they are and not what they are and the book is 

written with sensitivity, humour and most importantly with feeling. 

 

Angela Rhodes – Follow on Twitter @tessrhodes 

‘A Man Called Ove’ is one of those books you don't want to end! Ove is 

a stickler for everything in the right place,  and everyone to mind their own 

business.   

He is  the Swedish Victor Meldrew, and had me in hysterics. He calls his 

neighbours idiots,  goes on patrol every morning and evening, just to check that 

all is well.  

You sympathise with this strange man and his wife Sonja, you wonder how she 

stays so calm with him as he just tells it as it is, and to whoever needs to be told. 

From the shop assistant to the cat who sits and watches his every move, even 

when he throws clogs at it and misses,  leaving him barefoot in the snow. But 

Ove has hidden side, a sadness that you learn about through the book. 



‘A Man Called Ove’ has sold over 500,000 copies in Sweden, and after reading 

it, I know why!  

 

Gavin Dimmock - http://the-mustachioed-reader.blogspot.co.uk 

A truly beautiful tale of the grumpiest man you're likely to meet in 

the pages of a book. Miss this and miss a remarkable tale. Ove will 

enchant you.  

Prepare to meet Ove; a 59 Swedish man and possibly the grumpiest, most short 

tempered Swede you’ll ever meet. He’s a stickler for enforcing, and making, the 

rules that the residents of his street must obey. 

Prepare to meet Ove’s neighbours; people that Ove has absolutely no time for. In 

his eyes they are all idiots, incapable of doing even the simplest things for 

themselves and, seemingly, intent on causing as much annoyance to Ove as 

possible. Neighbours that do not drive Saab’s, much to the annoyance of Ove. 

Prepare to meet a cat; Ove dislikes the cat. 

Prepare to meet Ove; the most remarkable man, Swedish or otherwise, that you 

will have the pleasure to spend time with. 

This is a wonderful story. Absolutely wonderful. I was hooked right from the 

beginning and by page 16 I was tweeting about how great it is. 

Fredrik Backman, an author who I enjoyed a pleasant Twitter conversation 

with, has created a magical cast of characters led by the curmudgeonly Ove. 

This story had me laughing and crying throughout. I was even reading bits to 

my wife and daughter. 

Sometimes foreign novels, as good as they are, can suffer from awkward 

translations. Not this story, it flows beautifully and is a total joy. 

My only criticism? It came to an end. 

 

Emma Smith  

An emotional, heartwarming and funny discovery of a man called 

Ove.  

Ove is a grumpy old man who has a life behind him and not much ahead of him. 

His story started with his rude introduction to his new neighbours and ended 

with me in tears! It is a mix of old memories with new interactions which 

encourage you to see more to Ove than just the grumpy man next door. 



If you liked Jonas Jonasson this is definitely one for you. It is emotional, funny 

and heartwarming. I loved the way Fredrik Backman developed Ove's 

character throughout the book. My favourite book of 2014 so far! I can't 

recommend it enough. 

 

Rebecca Cockeram  

Quite simply, I love this book, it's truly heartwarming. Read it, 

you'll be happier for it.  

I've never read a book where as soon as I've finished I wanted to start it again, 

but ‘A Man Called Ove’ changed that. 

This book is wonderful, it's heartwarming and put me in such a good mood. The 

main man, Ove is a supposedly grumpy old man, but he has a deep down 

natural kindness that makes you love him completely. 

All the characters are well written, especially Cat Annoyance. Ove has a lot of 

sadness within him, and although the story, whilst sad in a lot of places can still 

make you laugh far more than you cry. 

I absolutely love this book and will be reading it again and again. 

 

Sally Doel 

A really charming, funny and touching book about a man who is seemingly 

quite grumpy and very fixated on certain rules and regulations which he feels 

everybody needs to abide by in his neighbourhood. 

Ove is widowed and is very unhappy with his new solitary situation.  He drives 

a Saab (as he has always done - he knows where he is with a Saab).   He makes 

a daily inspection of his neighbourhood to check that things are as they should 

be.  Early in the story, Ove is 'forced' into early retirement against his wishes, 

but this throws him into all sorts of new relationships. 

As the story unfolds, you grow to understand Ove more and more and what has 

led to his misery and feelings about life.  Gradually, throughout this book, Ove 

becomes deeply and personally affected by several of his neighbours, 

acquaintances and a stray cat!  (although he would never admit to this). 

It is the sort of book you can read really quickly and is very absorbing and 

whilst it's extremely sad in a way, it is also quite uplifting and gives you a giggle 

too. 



I really enjoyed reading this story and would definitely look at other 

books by this author as it was a very good tale of emotions and 

feelings and shows that 'no man is an island' very clearly! 

Katie Hoare  

Ove, is definitely a grumpy older man, who has principles, and certainly has 

some OCD characteristics. This heart-warming book shows how a man develops 

these traits from childhood to adulthood. I really enjoyed Fredrik Backman’s 

development of Ove’s character, and of the two streets where he lived in during 

his lifetime, and how his exacting nature causes friction in his few friendships 

that he has got. This is represented in his role as Chairman of the Residents 

Association, which he had set up with his friend Rune.  

You will also see that there is a warm and sensitive side to him, through his 

relationship with his wife and how he came to pursue her. In this book, the 

reader is shown the two different sides to Ove, how he perceives the world 

around him, honestly and fair play, and how modern day life can sometimes be 

rather stressful. These are represented through visits to visits to the shops, and 

dealing with certain sectors of Swedish youth. He is seen as difficult, but fair 

with his new, younger neighbours, and also gains the companionship of a cat, 

which he finds annoying. 

This is a charming and amusing book, as well as being very well 

observed. There will be elements of someone that a reader knows in 

Ove and his encounters, and it is very difficult not to like this rather 

not so cheerful character. 

 

Suzanne Bellingham 

A laugh out loud book, sometimes though with a tear in your eye. A 

story of great loss but also of great gains. Ove is a hero for today.  

Ove is grumpy and he likes things in its place, things should be as they should, 

there are no grey areas with Ove. 

Things have happened to Ove in his early adult life that may have shaped how 

he is today. Ove still loves his wife, deeply, now most people find him a grumpy 

old man. There are a few however that just won't give up with him. 

I like Ove, there is a little of him in all of us, this is his story, a good one that has 

sadness, happiness and a lot of laughs but beware, you could be laughing at 

yourself. 



 

Ian Harvey-Brown – Twitter @IanHarveyBrown 

It’s difficult not to break into clichés about this book. For me it was 

an unexpected pleasure.  

For me it was an unexpected pleasure, mainly because, when I first started 

reading it I thought it was taking me down a certain road.  Once I got into it, it 

then did a U-turn and took me in the opposite direction altogether. This is a 

book that somehow sinks its teeth into you without you realising fully why.  

I enjoyed the character of Ove in particular. I thought he was very well drawn. 

A non-sentimental, down to earth sort of guy who was trying rather 

unsuccessfully to deal with his profound grief. A giant of a man with a secret 

softness at his centre. A latent cat lover. A righter of wrongs. A fighter of petty 

bureaucracy and injustice. In a world in which most of us love to make a fuss 

and love a fuss being made of us, Ove and his stoicism makes for a refreshing 

change.  I guess most of us have met similar people in our lives, never fully 

understanding what makes them tick. Until now. 

 

Lisa Faulkner 

A truly uplifting novel about loss, friendship and the true nature of love. Ove is a 

man of integrity and order for whom modern life is a complete mystery. Yet 

underlying is a man full of warmth whose life path is changed forever by a set 

of characters who come into his life. A real gem of a book, beautifully 

written and a story that stays with the reader long after it is 

finished.  This book is destined to be a summer winner! 

 

Siobhan McDowell 

This is one of the most moving books that I have read...EVER!!! 

It was also one of the funniest, most charming books I have ever 

read. 

The story was so sensitively written and as I read it I found myself chuckling 

and weeping... often at the same time!  

Somehow the author conveyed a message of hope during Ove's struggles to deal 

with his neighbours and their ways. I found myself willing the characters that 

he came into contact with to rescue him from himself....and indeed they did! 



I would recommend this novel to everyone of any age group to read as the 

author needs to be discovered and lauded especially for his words of wisdom 

regarding death and time and our dealings (or not) with these themes. 

 

This author is a real find and the book is most definitely a keeper which I will 

re-read over and over. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to read this...I was enthralled! 

 

Glynis Elliott 

Thank you so much for allowing me to review ‘A Man Called Ove’.  I had to 

immediately sit down and write the review within minutes of finishing reading 

it still with the tears in my eyes. 

A wonderful heartwarming novel.  I didn´t laugh out loud but I did smile often 

and gently chuckle.  A quirky book which put warm arms around me 

and hugged.  I couldn´t put it down even when my eyes were sore 

from reading.  Thank you again. 

 

Teresa O'Halloran  

A wonderful moving story of a grumpy old man with great heart. If 

you don't read this book you will definitely be losing out.  

This was a gorgeous book, and not at all what I expected when I settled down in 

my comfy chair to read. I liked it so much I read it in one sitting, and this never 

happens to me! 

 I loved Ove. So grumpy! But with a great heart. Interfering in his neighbors 

lives and nosing around, he sounds awful, but was in fact a wonderful 

character.  

Without giving anything away, this book blew me away, and the ending was 

totally not what I expected! 

 

 

 

 


