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Mollie Mayson-Simpson 

The story, told through the point of 

view of Holly Judge, tells how she 

and her husband, Eric, came, 

thirteen years ago, to adopt a two 

year old girl, Tatiana, from the 

grim Pokrovka Orphanage in 

Russia.   

Issues arising at the time of the 

adoption continue to haunt the 

present and the relationship 

between Holly and her now 15 

year-old adopted daughter is not 

plain sailing.  Holly's first waking 

thought that morning had been 

"something must have followed us 

home from Russia."  But, had that 

'something' been at home already, 

needing only the right soil and 

conditions to flourish?  

It is Christmas Day, and Eric has set out, late and cross, to bring home his 

parents to spend Christmas Day.  Other guests are also expected, and as the 

family slept late Holly and Tatiana must work together to make up for lost time, 

ensuring that food is prepared to serve to the guests when they arrive.  But the 

region is paralysed by a sudden acute snowfall, and movement on its roads has 

ground to a halt.  Holly and Tatiana are thrust into enforced isolation. 

Holly's account of the confrontation between the two of them, snowed-in 

together on Christmas Day, keeps us guessing until the last page in respect of 

the issues between them, and nature of family dynamics only hinted at.  I did 

not experience the novel as 'nightmare inducing', or 'leave the lights on 



frightening', as suggested in the 'blurb', but it is obvious that we are being led 

towards a shocking conclusion.  Just don't even think about peeping at 

the end, for clues – it’s well worth waiting for! 

 

Reba Khatun  

They say there are two sides to every story and this is definitely the 

case for ‘Mind of Winter’.  This unsettling and tense story left me 

with a chill down my spine.  

Holly wakes up late on Christmas Day remembering that something followed 

her and her husband Eric home from Russia thirteen years ago when they 

brought back their adopted daughter.  Tatiana now a teenager has always been 

different from the other children but her behaviour on this day is very erratic 

and threatening so much so that Holly begins to feel scared of her.  Trapped in 

the house alone with her daughter due to a blizzard raging outside the day is 

filled with weird incidents and Holly’s memories of the adoption and her life.    

Since bringing Tatiana home strange and horrible things have happened.  Bit 

by bit you can piece together some of the clues but still the ending was a shock 

for me and left me wondering what really happened. 

I thought the ending was great and heart-breaking but found some of the novel 

a bit repetitive and Holly a bit hysterical from the onset. If she wanted to write 

down a thought from the dream why couldn’t she just pick up a pen and write 

it? 

 

Teresa O'Halloran 

This is a great book. Dark and mysterious and not too long - just the 

kind of book I love. Throw in a blizzard and isolation and it's the 

perfect recipe for a chilling read.  

I loved this book. It wasn't a perfect mystery and I kept waiting for some major 

catastrophe, but it was dark and chilling and deeply interesting. An 

atmospheric story that kept me guessing. I wasn't overly happy with the ending 

- but that's only a small complaint.  

Unsettling and disturbing, this book is like no other I have read before. A 

psychological mystery that keeps you guessing and the hairs tingling on the 

back of your neck. 

Laura Kasischke is a name I will watch out for. I like her style. 



 

Val Rowe 

A darkly mysterious novel with unpredictable outcomes. I have 

never read anything quite like it.  

When Holly Judge's husband and family are prevented from travelling to her 

home due to a raging blizzard, Holly and Tatiana, her adopted daughter, are 

forced to spend Christmas day alone. As the day passes, their relationship 

becomes estranged due to Tatiana's bizarre and frightening attitudes and 

behaviour. However, Holly herself would never have predicted the events that 

are to unfold. 

Laura Kasischke's novel is developed through a series of flashbacks of the 

process she and her husband, Eric, encountered when adopting baby Tatiana 

(Tatty) from a Siberian orphanage, together with the developing events of 

Christmas Day when her daughter is 15. The opening words: ' She woke up late 

that morning, and knew: Something had followed them home from Russia,' 

immediately sets the scene for the frightening drama that is to follow. The 

dominating presence of Holly and Tatiana, with only glimpses of 

communication from other members of the family, reinforces the psychological 

horror that slowly becomes apparent. 

A page turner, there were however one or two instances which troubled me in 

the way in which the relationship between mother and daughter is developed 

and I was confused as to how Tatiana had become aware of what had happened 

at the orphanage. 

Despite this, it is well worth adding to your reading list this year. 

 

Sarah Harper  

Wow! An intriguing, brooding tale which keeps you hanging on a 

thread until the bitter end. A brilliant creation – I loved it.  

Wow! Wow, wow, wow! ‘Mind of Winter’ is an intriguing, brooding tale. It 

centres around Holly and her daughter Tatiana on Christmas morning. Isolated 

in their home by a blizzard, waiting for guests and family to arrive, Holly’s 

thoughts bounce between the present day and her memories of Tatiana’s 

adoption as an infant from Pokrovka Orphanage #2 in Siberia. Holly has 

overslept and awoke with a feeling of dread and something pricking at her 

memory. She no longer feels the urge to write the poetry of her past but she 

needs to record this one thought which keeps slipping in and out of her mind, 



something she has forgotten long ago. Something followed them home from 

Russia. She analyses Tatiana’s past and her daughter’s increasingly strange 

behaviour on that Christmas morning but neither she nor the reader can make 

any sense of it. Dark eyed orphans, mysterious calls, broken glass and doubts. 

This story keeps you hanging on a thread until the bitter end. A brilliant 

creation – I loved it. 

 

Lindsey Whittle  

A brilliant psychological thriller.  

An absorbing psychological thriller. The writing is very descriptive and 

atmospheric.  The story moves between the adoption and the present day and 

the tension builds cleverly.  

The twist comes all in the final few pages, although clues are there throughout. 

Don’t spoil it for yourself by reading the end first! 

 

Fiona Rothery 

This novel describes the events that take place on a Christmas day when a 

mother and her teenage daughter are cut off from spending the day with family 

and friends due to a severe snow blizzard.  The events of the day and flash backs 

to previous times make this a very chilling and thought provoking novel that is 

open to interpretation.  

The flash backs from the mother’s memory recounts the process of adoption of 

the daughter, as a baby, from a Russian orphanage and the reasons behind it 

with very graphic and sometimes harrowing description of the conditions there.  

The relationship between the mother and daughter unfolds during the events of 

Christmas day and the novel explores the way people can live in denial about 

things they don’t want to face up to.  There is often a supernatural aura 

surrounding the horrific events of the day as there seems no logical explanation 

for some of the things that occur until the very tragic, unpredictable conclusion.   

Despite being a very short novel the author has included a lot of issues which 

leave you questioning what has happened, what is real and what is imagined. 

If you want a light, entertaining read this is not the novel for you, but if you 

want something that makes you think, long after you have read the 

final page, I would definitely recommend this intense psychological 

drama.  



 

 

Stephanie Harding 

Holly and her husband have adopted a baby from a Russian orphanage 13 

years ago and now she is a moody feisty 15 year old teenager. Are her dark 

moods the result of her unknown heritage?  

This story is played out over a few days over the Christmas period and as a 

blizzard rages outside the house and the occupants are cut off from the outside 

world, the mood inside the house becomes darker and more unpredictable. 

I found that after about a quarter way through the book, I was gripped. Just 

when you think the story is going in one specific direction it changes 

course. The twist at the end I found completely unpredictable and I 

love a story where I can’t predict the ending 

A thoroughly good read.  

 

Ian Tyreman  

An amazing thriller for a shorter length novel. 

For those who prefer the shorter novels this is a great one to read. The storyline 

is enticing and embraces two cultural worlds. An emotional tale twisting 

between characters. This story leaves you wanting more and I can't wait to 

read more from this author. 

 

Susan Walsh  

Absolute delight. 

From the heart of a Siberian Orphanage springs a life that will 

capture their Hearts...  

Loved it from the very first page. 

Laura Kasischke has something brilliant here, dark & light mixed perfectly. 

Absolutely had me gripped wanting more. 

If Russia holds the key to your heart, this will thrill you. 

It's all about Family.....& who you bring into yours! 

10/10 for this ....in my book it's a tantalising read. 



Siberia, Christmas, orphanage, presents or no presents, babies for some, not for 

others. 

Will something follow you home from Russia? 

You can follow Suzanne on Twitter: @truckermercedes 

 

Jennie Thrift  

Not since I read 'Her Fearful Symmetry' have I felt like this after a 

book. Haunting from the first page and it doesn't let up!  

As I read the last few pages my shoulders hunched up in a mixture of shock and 

fear. Holly is fighting a battle you know she is going to lose and the reader can 

do nothing but carry on and watch. You almost don't want to turn the page but 

you have to! 

Outstanding. I shall be looking out for more from this writer and have already 

recommended 'Mind of Winter' to my friends. 

 

Genevieve McAllister  

Holly and her adopted daughter Tatiana are at home on Christmas 

Day. Holly reflects on her life, her family and how she adopted Tatty 

from Russia years ago.  We know something’s off, but what is it?  

They’ve overslept and this sets the tone for the whole day.  Her husband Eric has 

gone to the airport to meet his elderly parents and hasn’t yet returned and one 

by one Holly’s guests call to cancel due to the extreme weather.  As Holly and 

Tatty wait for Eric to come home Holly reflects on her life, her family and the 

events leading up to Tatiana’s adoption from Russia. 

Laura Kasischke’s novel ‘Mind of Winter’ could be a quick-read, a swift snapshot 

of Holly’s Christmas Day trapped inside the house by a blizzard.  But there’s a 

lot more going on that meets the eye.   

It’s a novel of contrasts: on the surface there’s not much happening in this book 

(Holly’s only just getting dressed at p50) but set that against the unbelievable 

tragedy that is Holly’s family life.  Mother and daughter are compared with one 

another and so is the question of what constitutes health – is it physical or 

mental? 

It also asks how long it takes an immigrant to become assimilated into a 

country’s culture and just how much of your past do you carry around with 



you?  Can you ever truly escape your destiny?  Holly thinks she’s escaped, but 

her tragedy follows her in other ways. 

We know something’s off from the onset of the book, but what is it?  Kasischke 

racks up the tension slowly but by the end the impact’s explosive. 

You can follow Genevieve on Twitter: @genmcallister 

 

Glenda Worth   

A dark and mysterious thriller which grips you from the beginning, 

not knowing which way it will go until the twist at the end leaving 

you wanting more.  

The story evolves of Tatiana a Russian girl adopted by Holly and Eric. Now in 

her teens strange things are happening in the household and when Holly is left 

alone with Tatiana on Christmas Day due to snow she is scared.  

Her mind drifts back and forth to the orphanage and to Tatiana's past 

eventually discovering from Tatiana that she is not her and is another child, one 

she remembers seeing at the orphanage before. 

The last chapter plays out with a twist and a sad ending leaving the reader with 

the knowledge of what has happened but wanting more at the same time. 

 

JB Johnston 

‘Mind of Winter’ is a dark and atmospheric read.  

It initially starts off slow but the reader soon becomes aware that this is 

actually setting the scene as waiting for something to happen can be just as 

unsettling as something actually happening. When Holly and her adopted 

daughter Tatty are left alone together on Christmas day in the middle of a 

blizzard, Holly notices her daughter acting strangely. Holly herself feels 

unsettled, like something is crawling from the back of her mind. A memory, or 

something else? Reading the story left me almost as unsettled as Holly. There 

was something there, in the back of Holly’s mind that she was just not seeing. 

Likewise, the story pulled me in, making me aware that something was 

happening but I could not be certain what. Almost like an itch! 

Laura Kasischke has produced a short novel that will leave the hairs on the back 

of your neck standing on end. I thoroughly enjoyed this story and found it 

impossible to put down. I actually was able to read the book in one sitting and 

so did not see the twist at the end! Hooked from start to finish. Highly 



recommended. 

www.brookcottagebooks.blogspot.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 


