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Melanie Chadwick 

What an absorbing and disturbing 

book, I loved it.   Josephine Hurst i

unopposable force in her household.   Her 

eldest daughter Rose has mysteriously 

disappeared and Violet her other daughter 

is constantly high to try and escape from 

her control. Her darling son Will, who she 

home-schools, absorbs all her lies and 

believes her spin; he is so desperate for her 

love and approval that he is unable to read 

any situation correctly.   Her husband is an 

alcoholic, so he doesn’t realise the level of 

obsession, control and deceit she wields in 

her attempt to present the perfect family to 

the world.  Even when the warning signs 

are obvious and indisputable he is weak 

and unable to take control of the situation.   

I really didn’t want to believe that 

Josephine Hurst would turn out to be such 

an appalling mother to each of her children, and was desperate for some sort of 

‘happy ending’.  The conclusion was much more devastating than I had 

anticipated, and all the bet

amazing!  Koren Zailckas is definitely a name to look out for in the future.

 

Jenny Grange 

The writing is taut and easy to follow once you have identified the 

characters and begin to hear their “voice” in the

chapters.  Violet and Will are influenced and nearly destroyed by their 

Lovereading Reader reviews of  
Mother, Mother by Koren Zailckas  

Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members.

What an absorbing and disturbing 

Josephine Hurst is an 

force in her household.   Her 

eldest daughter Rose has mysteriously 

disappeared and Violet her other daughter 

is constantly high to try and escape from 

her control. Her darling son Will, who she 

schools, absorbs all her lies and 

is so desperate for her 

love and approval that he is unable to read 

any situation correctly.   Her husband is an 

alcoholic, so he doesn’t realise the level of 

obsession, control and deceit she wields in 

her attempt to present the perfect family to 

ld.  Even when the warning signs 

are obvious and indisputable he is weak 

and unable to take control of the situation.    

I really didn’t want to believe that 

Josephine Hurst would turn out to be such 

an appalling mother to each of her children, and was desperate for some sort of 

‘happy ending’.  The conclusion was much more devastating than I had 

anticipated, and all the better for it.  Great writing, and a debut novel 

Koren Zailckas is definitely a name to look out for in the future.

The writing is taut and easy to follow once you have identified the 

characters and begin to hear their “voice” in their respective 

Violet and Will are influenced and nearly destroyed by their 

Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 

an appalling mother to each of her children, and was desperate for some sort of 

‘happy ending’.  The conclusion was much more devastating than I had 

Great writing, and a debut novel – 

Koren Zailckas is definitely a name to look out for in the future. 

The writing is taut and easy to follow once you have identified the 

ir respective 

Violet and Will are influenced and nearly destroyed by their 



psychotic mother and the suspense builds as Violet tries to find out about the 

disappearance of her sister, Rose.  The pace gathers and the ending is creepy 

and ambiguous. There is no real justice for Violet and hopefully time will heal 

the effects of an abusive family but Will seems to be permanently damaged.  The 

author does not over analyse the dysfunctional qualities of every character but 

states the facts making this a compulsive read.    

I am sure that it will also be popular with teenagers who like to read about 

family problems and mental illness.  There has been a spate of books on similar 

themes recently which fit nicely into our book club theme here at Leventhorpe.  

The reader can draw their own conclusions which would feed a lively 

discussion. 

  

Annette Woolfson  

Wow! That was one tense, horrifying read – a tale of a not-so-perfect 

family in New York State and how the narcissistic mother monumentally 

screws up the lives of her husband and three children. It is told from the 

perspective of Violet, the middle child and William, the youngest. Violet is 

rebelling against her mother’s dominance whereas William is completely in her 

control. The eldest sister has managed to escape the clutches of her mother – or 

has she? 

Zailckas has, in the character of the mother Josephine Hurst, created a monster 

capable of rivalling Hannibal Lecter in her capability at playing mind games 

and manipulating people.  

I found this book totally engrossing and ended up thanking my lucky 

stars for my own parents. My only slight niggle was that I thought that the 

ending was a bit rushed – I would really have been interested to hear how the 

characters were doing five years on – unless, of course, there is going to be a 

sequel!  

 

Michelle McKernan  

Brilliant! I couldn't put it down and raced through it to find out what 

was going on. The author kept the pace up all the way through and 

made me feel real empathy for the main character.  

This is an excellent book which kept me guessing right through to the end. 

Things are not quite as they seem and the twist came as quite as a surprise. The 

writing is realistic and quite gritty. There is some humour and the author writes 



beautifully about relationships, both true and dysfunctional ones. 

I would definitely recommend this book 

 

Suzanne James  

I loved this dark tale of a manipulative mother and the devastation 

she caused on her family - a real page turner  

From the book jacket synopsis, you know the mother is going to be trouble but 

as the story goes on, you realise you don't know the half of it.  Told alternately 

through the eyes of Will, the favoured son and Violet, the wayward daughter, 

you slowly learn more and more about a family with some deep schisms, each 

new revelation drawing you into a disturbing family dynamic where no one is 

quite what they seem.  You start the book believing it's a clear case of a flawed 

mother as the villain of the piece but this is cleverly crafted so as to keep you 

guessing right through to the end.  I found it hard to put down even when the 

mother's manipulations made me squirm.  The first person narrative, but from 

two different people, made it hard to know who's version of events to believe - a 

real page turner.  And just as I was rooting for one character, a fresh revelation 

made me question their motives and I found myself sympathising with another.   

 

Cathy Petersen  

A slow burning story of obsession and its destructive power within a 

family that is full of menace and increasing tension very well 

executed.  

I initially found this had quite a slow start and while it never becomes a fast 

paced novel it does build into quite a tense one. Zailckas skilfully uses her two 

point of view characters, Will and Violet, the children of Josephine the 

eponymous mother of the title, to steadily create both tension and a very distinct 

air of menace as the story unfolds. The family dynamics emerge steadily 

building up a particularly chilling picture of the destructive nature of obsession 

and the devastating impact of such a malign character on all around. How 

Zailckas brings that out is very well done and leads to a convincing denouement 

that was far better than I was expecting, both satisfying and avoiding all the 

clichés that could have been used. I thoroughly enjoyed this. 

You can follow Cathy on Twitter: @Cerysthepup 

 



Victoria Halliday  

Riveting tale of family life gone wrong when a mother's obsession 

with her children is taken too far.  

Told in alternating voices from the points of view of two of Josephine Hurst's 

three children, the question hanging over the whole book is how her children 

can view her so differently - and what happened to the missing third child.  The 

novel is an addictive page turner as the reader picks up clues along the way of 

how the children have come to their various places in life, and the twist at the 

end is unexpected.  This is one of those novels that you get to the end of and 

want to go back to the start to re-read so that you can see all of the clues littered 

throughout that take you towards the brilliant ending.  Highly 

recommended! 

 

Sharon Matthews  

I loved the way the chapters alternated between Violet and Will.  

Each reveals a little more information about family life in the Hurst 

household, but you’re not sure how much of it is the truth.  

My favourite character was Violet as I felt sorry for her and how her life was 

panning out. 

Overall I really liked the book.  There were a couple of twists I didn’t see coming 

and the ending tied up a few loose ends for me, which I like.  You’ve invested 

time in getting to know the characters and it’s good to know what happens to 

them and where they are going after you have turned the last page. 

 

Magda North  

Amazing. This feverish-read-it-all-in-one sitting novel reminded me 

both of ‘Gone Girl’ and ‘We Need to Talk About Kevin’.  

Koren Zailckas nails the friction between different family members to a tee, and 

shows us what can happen when a mother loses perspective on what wanting 

the best for her kids might mean. Her unreasonable standards push everyone to 

the brink, and the switch in narrative perspectives allows us to see the different 

strains of dysfunction bred in her husband, son and daughters as a result. It 

takes a supreme effort on Violet’s part to fight back and an even bigger effort to 

pick up her life in the aftermath. Zailckas creates a gnawing anxiety that, just 

maybe, there’s a bit of ‘soci-Josie’ in all of us. Because at the heart of the book, 



‘Mother, Mother’, shows us that parenting is really about parental gratification 

and that the repercussions for our kids will last a lifetime. 

 

Suzanne Bellingham  

I loved this book.  A real page turner, gripping, shocking, thought 

provoking yet real. The mother of all books relating to dominant 

psychotic matriarchs with a love that not only drives people away 

but is terrifying. 

Told through the eyes of her two youngest children, Violet and William, it covers 

William’s autism and how that is used to control him with home schooling 

whilst Violet becomes a tear away and ends up in a mental home at the age of 

15. 

Set in New York City it clearly teaches us that you never really know what goes 

on behind closed doors, although this is extreme it throws up many questions as 

to what we think is real and what is just for show. The unfolding of this 

dysfunctional family page by page hooks you in right to the very last page, a 

well written thriller, scary at times, shocking, yet leaves you wanting to know 

more. 

 

Andrea Dean  

‘Mother, Mother’ tells the story of a rather over bearing mother, her husband 

and her rather strange and controlling relationship with their three children.  It 

is hoped that this relationship is one that does not reflect true life but sadly I am 

sure that it does. 

For a début novel the storyline captures the reader’s attention extremely well 

after a rather slow start.  The author's style takes a while to adjust to and in 

parts the novel does not flow smoothly and the author's grammar needs to be 

reread in order to be understood.  There are a few individual clichés or 

colloquial terms which grate on the reader. 

The characters come alive slowly throughout the storyline and  the author could 

improve the novel by bringing them to life earlier to enable the reader to 

identify with them sooner and encourage the reader to continue with the book. 

On the whole the book is easy to read with short chapters 

reminiscent of James Patterson style.  It is easy to pick up and about half 

way through captures the imagination and it is hard to put down without 



finishing completely to discover what happens to the characters. 

Any future novels, the author will no doubt establish a more polished style and 

overcome the grating grammar issues. 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

Oh dear – could there really be such a mother in the world?  As I 

read this fascinating yet somewhat scary book I sincerely hoped not.  

Yet it was a story that was hard to put down in my quest to find out what had 

gone on within this dysfunctional family to cause it to become what it was.  That 

a father even existed in the Hurst home almost came as a surprise with a 

mother having been allowed to turn love into hate for her children.  A story of 

ultimate control by a woman whose desire for manipulation knew no limits and 

who appeared to have no concept of the evil she was creating around her.  She 

took no prisoners, never had self-doubt and somehow managed to get away 

with what happened for years.  What happened to her family as a result is 

unbelievable and I felt downright impossible. There were too many “Whys?” 

unanswered. The book though well written was too far-fetched for me and not a 

particularly enjoyable read.   

 

Gill Wilmott  

This book is like its main characters, odd but fascinating! There are distinct 

shades of Christina Crawford’s “Mommie Dearest” in it, and I think the book is 

actually mentioned at one point.  I’m glad I had this novel for review because 

otherwise I may have concluded it wasn’t for me after the first couple of 

chapters. As it was the further I got into the book the more involved I 

became with the characters and the more time I put routine chores 

aside and curled up with it!  Not that it is a “comforting” book, but it is 

thought provoking and quite suspenseful.  

I felt at the end there was a sense of stories still unfinished and wrongs not 

altogether righted - like a soap opera cut before the end of its run. Yet perhaps 

that is the mark of a good writer that we are so involved with the characters we 

want to pursue them to the end - bitter or not. I would unreservedly 

recommend this book.   

  

 



Steph Harding 

Although a little slow to start, this soon turns into a ‘page turner’.  

A family made up of a Mother who is controlling and manipulative (a true 

Sociopath), a Father who is weak and ineffectual, oldest Daughter (Rose) who is 

so desperate she disappears from the family home overnight, a younger 

Daughter (Violet) who is driven into a mental facility by her own families 

behaviour and disfunctionality and a young son (Will) who is besotted with his 

Mother and believes her and ONLY her despite what his conscience tells him. 

Initially, it’s just a picture of a very controlling Mother but soon it’s clear that 

Josephine (The Mother) will do and say anything to keep her family under her 

control and the outside world at bay. As the story develops, it appears that 

maybe Rose didn’t leave voluntarily even though Violet is receiving letters from 

her after a years silence. Did her Boyfriend abduct her or did she run away with 

him voluntarily? Is it Rose who is visiting her old home and vandalizing the 

family car out of revenge? Or is someone else in the family responsible for 

tearing the images of Rose out of all the family photos?  

I was guessing right up until the final pages why and how Rose had really left 

home. The ending is shocking and a nail biting read. I really enjoyed 

this book and look forward to reading more by this author. A great 

debut – couldn’t be better.  

 

Alex Hetherington  

For fans of Gone Girl, this is an enthralling tale, where the mysteries 

all center from within the Hurst family. There are many mysteries 

left unturned but all of them come back to the mother.  

‘Mother, Mother’ by Koren Zailckas is a chilling tale of love, escape and the 

truth.   It is a told via a dual narrative – one of love, the other hate. The love is 

from the inside and within the home from Will Hurst, the mother’s son. He is a 

gifted and special child, who according to his mother does not conform and 

needs to be kept within the confines of home.  

After a disturbance in their home, the hate part of the story is told from another 

member in the Hurst’s family as we read Violet’s voice, from the confines of the 

psychiatric ward. We see two different mothers in this book; through Wills eyes 

we only see love, a mother who wants the best for her children. The changing of 

stories and narratives creates such a gripping tale as we are never sure quite 

what to believe. There are so many irrational moments from the mother but in 



each one, the reader can put themselves in those shoes. There is one major 

unsolved mystery both sides are trying to crack and that is about the 

disappearance of their sister, Rosie. All roads throughout the story relate back 

to one person and that is the mother, Josephine. She is the puppet master 

throughout everyone’s narrative, driving the book forward. 

You can read Alex’s blog at: 

http://boyletstalkaboutbooks281.blogspot.co.uk/2014/02/mother-mother-by-

koren-zalickas-review.html 

 

Elena Robertson  

This book is a thrilling roller coaster ride of emotions and a look 

inside the lives of a family dysfunctional to the core.  

The first few pages of this book had me feeling uneasy. There was a tension in 

the air within the Hurst household, a sense that something might explode at any 

moment. And explode it does!  

Told from the view points of the youngest daughter Violet and her little brother 

William, we peer into their family life and are left reeling. Eldest daughter Rose 

has disappeared a year earlier and Violet appears to be deeply troubled, and 

then there is Will who is home schooled and has seizures. All this before we even 

look at their mum Josephine or dad Douglas.  

I loved this book so much I found my emotions at times got the better of me and 

I found myself screaming out loud. This book is best read in big giant gulps, it is 

hard to put it down as the story moves full throttle towards a climatic ending. A 

startling story of how a family can look one way to outsiders but on the inside 

things are not as they seem. 

 

Maxine Broadbent  

Please read this book.  It is fabulous.  The story of Violet, her 

younger brother Will and missing elder sister Rose, all struggling 

with an alcoholic father and a dominating mother is brilliant.  

If you want a novel that is fast moving, clever and altogether engaging, then 

'Mother, Mother', wouldn't seem a sensible place to start, dealing as it does, 

with a family who all have mental health issues in one way or another.  Believe 

me, it is worth the read.  Hard to categorise, somewhere between a crime novel 

and an updated 'Catcher in the Rye', the book follows the story of sixteen year 



old Violet who spends much of the novel in a locked hospital ward as she battles 

with anorexia and tries to find out what happened to her elder sister Rose who 

disappeared the previous year.  There is an alcoholic weak father, a younger 

brother Will, with probable autism and epilepsy and the scary dominating 

mother of the title.  Although the story is told from different viewpoints, it is the 

perspective of Violet that is most important as she attempts to find out what 

really happened to her missing elder sister.  Definitely unputdownable. 

 

Caroline Mathews  

A page-turning psychological thriller that is uncomfortable to read 

but utterly mesmerising.  

‘Mother, Mother’ is a very dark psychological thriller which I couldn't, hand on 

heart, say I enjoyed, but I did find myself turning the pages avidly.   

The writing style is accessible, and whilst the lead characters (excepting Violet) 

are in the main utterly repugnant, it is written in a very self-assured manner, 

and has the reader finding the story completely believable, if somewhat horrific. 

A book that I won't forget for a long time ... though I don't know that I'd seek out 

more of the author's work - it was a little too dark for me. 

You can read Caroline’s blog at: http://mrsmsmeanderings.wordpress.com 

 

Carla Senior  

I really enjoyed this book and found it quite compelling. It was 

interesting to see the different perspectives that Will and Violet had 

on the other family members.  

 ‘Mother, Mother’ is a novel about the Hurst family, narrated in alternating 

chapters by the two youngest children, Will and Violet. As the title suggests a lot 

of the drama and tension seems to centre around Josephine, the mother of the 

family, but there is also Rose, the oldest daughter who ran away a year before 

the novel begins and Douglas, the father who appears to be more interested in 

work than his family. 

I really enjoyed this book and found it quite compelling. It was interesting to see 

the different perspectives on the other family members that Will and Violet had, 

and the different ways in which they perceived family events. At the beginning 

of the novel Violet is taken away to a psychiatric unit and I enjoyed her view of 

the family from the ‘outside’ and the contrast of Will’s ‘insider’ viewpoint. 



Josephine is a pretty unlikeable character but the others all had aspects to them 

that I could relate to or understand, and I found myself becoming emotionally 

involved in the story – at times wanting to step in and protect them and in other 

instances pick them up and shake them! About halfway through I thought I had 

a good idea of how the book was going to end but I was quite surprised by the 

actual ending. 

Overall a really good book, even if it does leave you feeling a little unsettled. 

 

Marta Sloma 

And the Award for the Dysfunctional Family of the Year goes to… the 

Hursts.  

I was excited to get my hands on 'Mother, Mother' by Koren Zailckas. After all 

who doesn't like a good psychological read that takes on the institution of 

family.  A tale of a mother's love gone too far, it is a story that from the first 

scene made me think 'mommy dearest' and appreciate my own loving, 

wonderful mum who is a complete opposite of the vile, manipulative and at 

times terrifying Josephine. 

 Excited to read this book, as the story progressed I found myself not as much 

interested in finding out what really happened as being done with it. The slow 

start was a turn off, and if it wasn't for some good reviews I probably would 

have put this book down without finishing it. Why? Because I could not relate to 

the characters finding the whole family, not only Josephine, quite unlikable. I 

felt like shaking each of them at one point or another so they would snap out of 

it and take a good, long look at themselves and those around them, so that they 

would stop making me think they are the most dysfunctional family I read 

about in quite some time. 

 

Nicola Foster 

‘Mother, Mother’ is an enthralling story of secrets and lies, featuring 

the most severely dysfunctional family unit I have ever read about. 

What happens when the person who is supposed to love and protect you is in 

actuality your worst enemy? That’s the predicament facing Violet Hurst, whose 

older sister Rose has already ran away from home to escape their overbearing, 

narcissistic mother. Left behind, a rebellious Violet and her younger brother 

Will must now contend with the manipulative Josephine, whose behaviour it is 

not an exaggeration to say, borders on the sociopathic. In trying to maintain 



the perfect façade however, the real truth about the Hurst family-and its 

terrifying matriarch- may ultimately be revealed… 

This dark psychological thriller had me gripped from the outset and offered a 

frightening, disturbing insight into what sometimes occurs behind closed doors 

and the portrayal of a family falling apart. With great psychological depth, the 

author explores familial abuse through its range of flawed, albeit beguiling 

characters. Josephine herself is a fascinating protagonist- chilling and 

unabashedly rotten to her core. Readers will love to hate her. 

Though its ending was perhaps somewhat convoluted, I thoroughly enjoyed this 

escapist, intense read and would certainly read more from Zailckas in future. 

Cleverly plotted and full of suspense, I would recommend it for fans of ‘Gone 

Girl’ and Chevy Stephens. 

You can read Nicola’s blog at: www.mygoodbookshelf.wordpress.com 

 

Francesca Ashurst  

‘Mother, Mother’ is a compelling, devastating novel and I was gripped from the 

first page. Whilst it works well on the level of a psychological thriller it is 

actually more complex and nuanced than that. Ultimately it is about the power 

parents have to nurture or destroy their offspring.  

Where has Rose, the eldest daughter gone? Why has Violet decided to disappear 

in full view, extreme dieting and hallucinogenic drugs being her methods of 

choice? Why is Will being home-educated following a dubious diagnosis of 

autistic spectrum disorder and epilepsy? Could the key be the over controlling, 

deranged parenting style exhibited by Josephine, unchallenged by husband 

Douglas, who has his own problems. 

Told through the alternating points of view of Will and Violet we soon learn that 

the perfect family represented by Josephine is nothing less than a nightmare: 

Will, the youngest child, will do anything to please mum – because to incur 

displeasure results in extreme punishments. Violet, accused of attacking Will is 

incarcerated in a psychiatric unit for young people.  Whilst there she is 

befriended by Edie who helps her to understand her mother’s behaviour and 

how to deal with it. But will she be able to outwit her mother, can she break 

free?  

I doubt that I have ever encountered a character as twisted as 

Josephine. The scariest aspect though is how terrifyingly ‘normal’ 

she appears and how easily I was drawn into her world. 



You can follow Francesca on Twitter:  @francescaashurst  

 

Debbie Patrick  

What happens when the one who should love you the most becomes your worst 

enemy?  Meet the Hurst Family. Violet Hurst -16 years old, beautiful and 

brilliant. So why is she being accused of being a danger to herself and others? 

Will Hurst - the smartest and sweetest twelve-year old boy around. But does he 

really need all that medication he is being told to take? Rose - the one who got 

away. She disappeared one night in her final year of school, never to be heard 

from again. And their mother - Josephine. Perhaps it will then all start to make 

sense...  

Josephine Hurst has her family under control. Her life is perfect. She has 

everything she wants; all she has to do is keep it that way. But living like this 

hasn’t been easy for her family.  Her oldest daughter, Rose, runs off with a 

mysterious boyfriend, and Josephine tightens her grip, gradually turning her 

flawless home into a darker sort of prison.  

Resentful of her sister’s newfound freedom, Violet eventually lands herself in the 

psych ward. Meanwhile, her brother Will shrinks further into a world of self-

doubt. Recently diagnosed with Aspergers and epilepsy, he’s separated from the 

other kids and is homeschooled to ensure his safety. The father, Douglas, finds 

resolve in the bottom of the bottle—an addict craving his own chance to escape. 

Josephine struggles to maintain the family’s impeccable façade, but when a 

violent incident leads to a visit from child protective services, the truth about the 

Hursts might finally be revealed. 

‘Mother, Mother’ is the terrifying and page-turning story of a 

mother’s love gone too far, and the introduction of a commanding 

new voice in fiction. 

I found it hard to get into this book. I did like the fact that each chapter was 

written from the perspective of either William or Violet but I found it slow going 

& wasn’t nearly as scary as it could have been. I feel that something was lacking 

in the telling of the story too much time in the past & not enough time telling 

what happened to Rose and how it ultimately impacted on the whole family. It 

had great promise but somehow, never quite delivered despite being a well 

written book. 

 

 



Rosemary Williams 

I was looking forward to reading this book as others had likened it to ‘We Need 

To Talk About Kevin’, which I found very good, but was disappointed to find 

that although it was quite a good plot I felt that too much was given 

away early on and I had guessed most of the outcome quite quickly.  

I wanted to shake each member of the family in turn, Violet had the most 

sympathy from me and I tried hard to reason that William was young and very 

smothered by his mother so understandably wasn’t to blame for his actions, 

thoughts and feelings and actually did need help and rescuing.  Douglas was 

weak and selfish, even when he started to dig out evidence and worrying facts 

about his daughters he still couldn’t man up and do something about it all.  

Josephine was well written, what a horrible woman through and through, I 

suppose to be politically correct we have to feel something for her and label her 

with an illness but she needs locking up and sorting out.  

It is described as a psychological thriller but there were few points in the book 

that I felt tense or thrilled, it was an okay read and after the slow start and 

getting used to chopping and changing between Violet and Williams narrating I 

did manage quite easily to read through to the end. I’d only give it a 3 star 

rating though and recommend it to those who like an easy read. 

 

Jennifer Stoddart 

For me this psychological thriller, didn’t…. 

I like books with some form of dialogue, either between characters or to the 

reader, where the personalities and the plot are built as the story progresses. 

Each chapter in this book alternates between brother and sister, providing a 

contemporary record of each character, but not giving away much about them. 

I enjoyed the brother more than the sister, as I was able to get a better sense of 

him.  

I would have liked more players, to give a wider sense of perspective about the 

siblings, and I felt myself wanting more about the mother from HER perspective 

to add balance….I appreciate this was NOT the literary model the author 

wanted to write – the picture of their mother was totally one sided, but it didn’t 

appeal to me as it seemed un-naturally asymmetrical. 

There are hooks as you read on which should draw you in, adding depth to each 

player and their motivations and frailties, but I found the plot developed too 

slowly. 



It was not a bad book, it was just not me - I’ve recently become a Mum and was 

hoping for something that just wasn’t there. It’s an interesting approach, but it 

wasn’t what I was after – not ‘Gone Girl’ or a ‘Tide line which blew me away…. 

 

Judi Davies  

Mother Mother is a tense and terrifying psychological thriller with 

Josephine Hurst at the helm of her family. She rules, not with a rod of iron, but 

with a sick control of her three children and her alcoholic husband. Josephine is 

a clever manipulator, seen very differently by Violet and Will, her two youngest 

children who take turns to narrate the story. Rose, the eldest, has apparently 

run away from home to escape her mother's controlling ways, whilst Violet is 

incarcerated in a psychiatric unit and Will is 'smothered' by his mother's so-

called 'love'. Douglas, Josephine's husband, has given in to the demon drink but, 

as the story develops so does his character, which I feel could have been 

explored further. There were many twists and turns and I found myself literally 

shouting at the book as Josephine's character became more and more psychotic. 

Although parts of the story were unpredictable it was still a thrilling un-put-

downable read. 

 

 

 


