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Edel Waugh  

The setting of the story is a country 

called Vallerosa, it is beautiful and 

scenic and the description of the 

area is very inviting, it feel likes 

time has almost forgotten it. At the 

center of the story is the president of 

the country Sergio Scorpioni and a 

young woman called Elizabeth. 

Through a huge misunderstanding 

the entire story becomes based 

around these two people and the 

lives of almost everyone in this 

country is touched because of it. The 

history of the country and it's 

inhabitants is very interesting, past 

hurts and challenges , politics 

and love all come together to 

make this a gorgeous story 

filled with passion about a 

place that everyone who lives 

here loves.  

Read this if you want a feel good story that will have you smiling throughout. 

This is definitely an author I hope to be reading more from in the future  

www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com  

 

Nicola Foster    

Though the journey in getting there, for me at least, was something of a slow 

one, Vallerosa was ultimately worth the ride and I’m glad I had the opportunity 

to experience this memorable debut.  



Though beautifully written and incredibly atmospheric, I must confess that the 

first half of this novel actually left me feeling distinctly underwhelmed. A slow-

burning, character-driven novel, it only really sparked my interest halfway 

through when the pace picked up and I became immersed in the lives of the 

townspeople of the exquisite-sounding (and sadly very much made-up!) 

European country of Vallerosa.   

In a comedy of errors that combines politics, bureaucracy, humour and a splash 

of romance, ‘The Museum of Things Left Behind’ introduces readers to the 

inhabitants of a country that the rest of the world has seemingly forgotten- a 

magical, beautiful place where, on the outset at least, the biggest problem seems 

to be a broken town clock that nobody will fix. Life seems to idle by and the most 

important solution to every dilemma seems to be a good cup of tea. Beneath the 

surface however, its residents are unhappy- and its president lives in perpetual 

fear that he will be someday overthrown by his disenchanted people.   

I couldn’t help but find myself warming to this book after a while. It’s a rather 

gentle tale, told in a similar vein to Alexander McCall Smith and has a ‘feel good’ 

factor that I genuinely appreciated. The prose is lush and vibrant and I could 

clearly envisage the quaint, peaceful streets of Vallerosa and its glorious 

piazzas. The people depicted, though there are indeed a lot of them, are also 

artfully described and I enjoyed the aspect that despite outward appearances, 

nobody quite knew what was really going on beneath the pristine, idyllic facade 

of Vallerosa. 

Though the journey in getting there, for me at least, was something 

of a slow one, Vallerosa was ultimately worth the ride and I’m glad I 

had the opportunity to experience this memorable debut.  

www.mygoodbookshelf.wordpress.com 

 

Sue Broom  

A whimsical but earnest tale, there are many questions here about 

how to nurture happy lives in modern times.  

Vallerosa is an anachronism - a tiny land-locked country, traditionally self-

sufficient, governed by a benign dictator and conforming to a caste system 

whereby sons follow fathers in terms of function and status within the 

community, making social mobility and personal ambition impossible.  How 

can it continue to exist alongside 21st century globalisation without 

compromising its values?  What changes should it embrace and what should it 



resist?  There are many questions here about how to nurture happy lives in 

modern times.  My understanding of the answers we are given is ‘everything in 

moderation’, ‘stay small and prosper’ and ‘always listen to the women’ (can’t 

argue with that!).   

A whimsical but earnest tale, it is potentially a winner.  My major quibble is 

with the writing style which I found cumbersome and heavy on adjectives.  It 

takes nearly 100 pages to set the scene and introduce the many characters.  

Once the action kicks in, the pace picks up but I’m afraid I had rather lost 

interest by then. 

 

Elisabeth Thomas   

A lovely, heartwarming and thought provoking read.  

Vallerosa is a tiny country, nestled somewhere in Europe in a valley between 

Austria, Italy France and Switzerland. The only way in and out is by a freight 

train and the only connection to the outside world is one small station. 

Vallerosa is a simple country whose staple diet is Boar and whose national 

drink is tea. The shops only sell buckets and rope. Unemployment in nil with all 

adults staying in education until they have a job and it is a place where 

everyone seems happy with their life…..but are they? 

One day a letter from England to the President of Vallerosa causes great 

excitement amongst its citizens and the elite alike. The mysterious VIP from 

England will, without realising it begin to change the attitudes of the Vallerosa 

people and will make them realise that perhaps their society is maybe not so 

perfect. Can this mysterious visitor fix the town clock, reconcile the arguing bar 

owners and make the President see the American ‘consultants’ that he is 

employing actually only have their own interests at heart? 

‘The Museum of Things Left Behind’ is a heart warming story which 

makes the reader ask ourselves what modern life has brought us and 

what have we lost because of globalisation and capitalism. 

This book was a very enjoyable read with likeable characters. Without a doubt 

this novel has definitely sold Vallerosa to me, not only as the perfect holiday 

destination (without any other tourists being there) but a place that I would 

definitely move to. 

www.listhebookworm.wordpress.com 

 



Joanne Baird – twitter @portybelle 

An ideal novel for holiday reading.  

Vallerosa is a beautiful, small country which is effectively isolated from the rest 

of the modern world and its values. Seni Glaister has populated her novel with 

bumbling, well meaning officials, lone student protesters and gently feuding 

villagers. There are American consultants trying to change Vallerosa's way of 

life by bringing it into the capitalist world. There is great excitement when a 

letter arrives from a foreign country (Britain!) announcing the imminent 

arrival of a very special visitor. The President sees this as an opportunity to 

showcase the beauty of Vallerosa and the success of its 'elected dictatorship'. But 

the much anticipated visitor isn't quite what was expected and will change 

Vallerosa forever. 

This was a light, entertaining novel which was full of warmth, humour - and 

tea! It did take me a while to engage with the characters but once the visitor 

arrived, I felt the story became more intriguing. With one exception, the first 

two thirds or so of the novel has mostly male characters which I found quite 

irritating. Vallerosa is a very patriarchal society and the glimpses of women we 

see shows them in very traditional roles. However, all is not as it seems, as is 

disclosed towards the end of the book.  All is revealed about the reality of life in 

Vallerosa. 

The book reminded me of the gentle, comforting style of Alexander 

McCall Smith's novels, with very likeable, quirky characters. It was 

very entertaining and I really enjoyed it. I would recommend it for a 

holiday read or just when you want to read something light and fun. 

 

Melanie Chadwick 

This book was a delight from start to finish.  The tiny country of 

Vallerosa is as perfect as you can get; it has never been at war, has no debts, no 

unemployment and unlimited free education, is very beautiful and produces 

great tea for a unique cuppa. 

The only thing Lizzie Holmsworth knows about the country before her visit is 

that it is an elected dictatorship; there is no Rough Guide and very little on the 

internet about the place.  She plans her trip as a way of completing her Duke of 

Edinburgh Gold Award, and is sure she will find plenty of opportunities or 

charitable work to help the poor people of such a regime. 

She falls in love with the place on arrival (as did I) and, due to a Presidential 



misunderstanding, is greeted enthusiastically by members of the government 

and given a room in the palace.  She is just the impetus the Vallerosans need to 

inject new enthusiasm into the place and get their old zest for life back.  A lovely 

light humoured book with a serious message about the value of that which we 

value. 

 

Lynne Morgan 

Clever, witty and quirky too, this is a most unusual story about a 

most unusual place.   

Seni Glaister leads you into the lives of the people of Vallerosa, a beautiful but 

small country set in a lush valley amid the mountains, which the rest of the 

world seems to have forgotten.    

For the people of Vallerosa, this is a secluded existence, where they are shielded 

from the pace of modern life, and left alone to enjoy their ideal surroundings. 

But is everything as ideal as it seems, and are they really protected from 

outsiders?   

Lizzie Holmesworth is a visitor to Vallerosa from Britain, intent on studying 

this fascinating country and its people, determined to offer her help in some 

way, and due to a misunderstanding, she is perfectly placed in a position to do 

so.   

Seni Glaister is a very clever writer; both humorous and engaging, she provides 

great detail but manages never to squander words. I felt drawn along through 

this book, willing the story to provide an idyllic ending!   

This is a very enjoyable read and I love the way it’s written, I wouldn’t hesitate 

to recommend it to anyone.    

 

Sarah Hamid  

A charming, easy-to-read novel which is full of gentle humour but 

also home truths that will make you nod sagely in agreement. 

Perfect escapism, an exceptional bed-time or beach read.  

I was initially unsure that this novel would have enough pace and action to 

maintain my interest. I couldn't quite see where it was going to go as there was 

initially a lot about fusty old bureaucrats! The novel took off for me at the point 

of the mistaken identity and turned out to be a lovely surprise. I was soon 

seduced by the serenity of the little country with its sunshine, old-fashioned 



charm and lack of urgency! I loved all the petty rivalries and competitiveness - 

so true to life! Readers of this novel will soon start to feel protective of this 

idyllic place as outside forces threaten it.  

This novel is skillfully crafted and very original. I will be interested to see what 

else this author has up her sleeve in the future. I think this book is in the vein of 

"The 100 Year old Man ....." , "Harold Fry" and "The Rosie Project". I would 

recommend it to readers looking for a de-stressing read that is intelligently 

written. I left it pondering anew the ethics, motives and wisdom of the people 

running our "real" world. A definite thumbs-up from me! 

 

Linda Amos  

A book to make you smile. Full of hope, secrets, and a deceit which is 

a catalyst for change. Why would anyone have a museum dedicated 

to stuff left behind? Where have all the women gone?  

The President is hoping for re-election. The American consultant is hoping he is 

now indispensable. Where are all the women and why doesn't the town clock get 

fixed? A Royal visitor encourages change within the country is changed by 

Vallerosa.  

A read to make you smile and think about how you are changed by the modern 

world. Just because 'it's always been done that way' doesn't mean it always has 

to be done that way. 

A good start for a new author and I look forward to more from her. 

 

Cathy Small  

A quaint story that takes you into the unknown world of politics which on the 

surface looks perfect but it takes one person to show the country what they 

could become and we see the transformation that Lizzie influences across the 

locals and the politicians.  

Vallerosa was a perfect country where everyone was happy and the country 

ran with no issues at all then Lizzie comes along and she wants to get to known 

the country properly. Lizzie mixes in the world of politics and with the locals to 

understand the true viewpoint of how this country is actually running. The 

story took a while to get hooked into but continue to the end because 

you can see how one person, if they are the right person, can 

influence many lives for the better and in Lizzie's case the effectiveness of 



the country.  The meaning behind this story feels a parable for your own life, 

where many will put on a front to show that everything is ok but then we spend 

no time really understanding our true selves and whether this has been lost as 

years have gone by and whether we can get back to that true self that we once 

were. 

 

Xanthe Waite  

This is a story about an idyllic place - Vallerosa, and the people who 

live there. It's a witty and charming read.  

Vallerosa is a country hidden away with very few visitors until a couple of 

Americans and a British Duke arrive to stir things up in this very slow moving 

place.  

To be honest, I struggled through the first 90 pages, unsure of how interested I 

was in a book that featured politics, bureaucracy and an insight into the inner 

workings of a Government (even if it was set in such a beautiful, idyllic place as 

Vallerosa).  

But then, the character of Lizzie arrived and brought life, fun and charm to the 

proceedings and what followed was quite a pleasure.  

The story slowly unfolds but small ripples in this community create great 

drama and I began to be slowly charmed and amused by what followed.  

 The ending was a little predictable but totally satisfying with loose ends neatly 

tied up.   

This book is mostly magical and witty, an engaging read. I was transported to 

another place - one I would very much like to visit. 

http://xanthewaite3.booklikes.com/ 

 

Alison Layland  

An enjoyable read portraying a fascinating concept – an anachronistic 

fictional central European state that has deliberately set itself apart from the 

rest of the modern world. 

It provides an interesting contrast between the capitalism of the outside world, 

in the form of two American consultants, and the benign dictatorship which 

would objectively be considered “wrong” but which in the context of that society 

actually works – to an extent. It is not presented as an ideal society, but one 



with its problems, internal politics and suspicions like any other, some of which 

are helped to a resolution by the intervention of an outside visitor, Lizzie. 

The atmosphere of the town and its central square were beautifully evoked, but 

I would have liked to be given a wider feel for the state and its population at an 

earlier stage in the novel, with a bit more in-depth portrayal of certain 

characters and their everyday lives and less emphasis on the bureaucracy. 

Perhaps that was the point, though I found that aspect slightly stifling in the 

early stages of the novel as well as the community itself! 

However, satire and sense of humour are a personal thing, and overall it 

worked and I found myself with plenty to think about and wanting to 

find out how the various situations were resolved. 

 

Zarina  

The quirky story within the pages is a fascinating and charming one.  

From the book's title and blurb I expected a quirky read set in a utopian nation 

and that's exactly what the pages of this novel held. The quiet Vallerosa, with its 

lush surroundings, came across as a beautiful country – one I would love to 

visit myself one day. Despite being completely fictional, there were elements 

that sounded similar to other places in Europe, creating a sense of familiarity, 

and author Seni Glaister's rich descriptions really made the nation come alive 

on the pages.  

While I loved all the peculiarities found in Vallerosa, such as the silent rivalry 

between two adjacent bars, and a museum collection made up of things left 

behind or washed ashore, I found some of the sentiments within the book 

strangely backwards. The views of the people may have been set back a few 

decades because Vallerosa is such an isolated nation and time doesn't pass the 

same way as it does in the rest of Europe, but it felt like the author agreed with 

some of the prejudiced.  

Nonetheless, ‘The Museum of Things Left Behind’ was an incredibly unique 

novel of a very special place. The first few chapters may be a tad confusing, as 

densely filled as they are with foreign names and places, perseverance does pay 

off; the quirky story within the pages is a fascinating and charming one. 

http://www.pagetostagereviews.com 

 

 



Judith Smith  

A beautiful whimsical read.  

Once in a while a book becomes a brand new friend. Seni Glaister’s whimsical, 

dreamy description of Vallerosa makes it the place to go. A beautiful story of 

mistaken identity, bureaucracy and common sense over riding everything 

makes us question modern life and how we live it. If you like Alexander McCall 

Smith you will like this. A good summer read 

  

Jan Kirkcaldy  

Always great to read an author’s first book though this one was not easy to get 

into – with, at first, Remi the postman taking central stage.  I must admit to 

have struggled a bit trying to sort out the various characters and their 

relevance to a country called Vallerosa. At first I wasn’t certain if it existed or 

even where it was meant to be.  As growing and drinking tea seemed the 

country’s priority my first thought was India but no, European it was certainly 

and near Italy I decided.  An idyllic place with a beautiful climate but definitely 

a place lost in time.  Things started to get interesting when the President and his 

ministers mistakenly thought a member of the British Royal family was coming 

to stay in the country for a month.  In  reality they were fooled by the letter’s 

postage stamp(with the Queen’s head on it!) and it was actually a student called 

Lizzie Holdsworth who wanted to come and do good by helping a country she 

thought was in need.  Once they realise who she really is they decide to fool their 

countrymen by introducing her as their special guest anyway.  So, what started 

as odd and not very encouraging became even odder in a very entertaining 

way. 

 No one in power wanted to take responsibility for anything, even as mundane 

as ordering the repair of the town clock.  Men appeared to control everything 

but even that was an illusion.  Modern business methods were frowned on and 

they had a particular dislike of Americans.  The importance of tourism, building 

an airport and exporting some of their precious tea was lost on them but 

everything that happened had humour and ultimately it was a fun read.  It took 

a student to make them see what could be achieved while retaining some old 

world values.   A bit involved but I’m glad I read it.  

 

Holly Kilminster  

This book was quirky, clever and an absolute delight from start to 



finish. I recommend it highly!  

The thing that I loved the most about ‘The Museum of Things Left Behind’ was 

how it made me smile. It's charming and really got me thinking about how one 

person can have an influence of someone's life. 

The plot for this story really is a fascinating concept and Seni Glaister brings 

really brings the idea alive. 

With a gentle place and genuinely likeable characters, this novel is definitely 

one to try - even if it's different from your norm I still think it's one you will 

enjoy... 

http://www.bookaholicconfessions.wordpress.com / @BookaholicHolly 


