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Stephanie Blakey 

This is one of the most gripping 

books I have read so far in 2016! 

Brilliant from start to finish, packed 

full of suspense, twists and great 

characterisation. I literally couldn't 

put it down and having read quite a few 

books from the "psychological thriller" 

genre this is up there with the best. I 

would imagine it will make the best sellers 

list in next to no time once published and I 

feel quite privileged to have the chance to 

read and review it. Brilliant writing and 

ticks all the boxes for what a cracking 

story should be. 

 

 

Doreen McKeown 

This is a fascinating story, which starts out as a relationship drama, 

but gradually develops into something much darker, which became 

a real page turner for me. 

It features Lily, a newly married, newly qualified solicitor who befriends a 

young neighbour Carla, an action which leads to disastrous consequences later 

in the story.  Add to that some unprofessional behaviour, which is to haunt her 

for years to come, the birth of a son with major problems, and her guilty secret 

which is gradually revealed as the story goes along, and you have the recipe for 

a really compelling read. 

Although I felt that parts of the story were a bit beyond credibility, this didn't 



 

spoil my enjoyment of the book as a whole, and I thoroughly enjoyed it. 

 

Nicola Lowes  

I could not put this book down. It gripped me from start to finish and 

the easy-flowing writing style made me want to keep reading.  

The main theme of the book is the lies that everyone tells or rather the truths 

that they omit to tell those closest to them. This leads to problems that refuse to 

go away. It takes a long time for all the truth to be disclosed so this carries you 

to the end of the book. 

The two main female characters are flawed but vulnerable. Their lives become 

entwined in many ways, particularly around three men. They are intelligent but 

don't always act in an intelligent way. This can be frustrating but it makes them 

feel real. I would definitely recommend this. 

Follow Nicola on Twitter: @NJlowes 

 

Sarah Harper  

A suspenseful and engaging read with twists and turns aplenty.  

From the beginning we are aware that Lily has secrets, events in her past that 

she has revealed to no one, not even her new husband Ed. Just back from 

honeymoon, their whirlwind relationship seems already strained and they both 

turn eagerly to the distraction offered by Carla, the little Italian girl next door. 

Bullied and teased for being different, Carla searches for the one thing that will 

make her fit-in. She ‘needs’ the latest fluffy pencil case but they have little money 

and so Carla must acquire these things for herself, by whatever means are 

necessary. Taken under Lily’s wing, she finds comfort and familiarity in the 

newlyweds and her life becomes intertwined with theirs, only to be thrown 

apart again when events take a strange turn. Lily’s work on the case for the 

acquittal of a convicted murderer has a sinister hold over her and Ed’s 

addictive, artistic temperament, combined with so many secrets and lies, means 

that they have a bumpy road ahead if their marriage is to survive. As Carla 

grows her nature doesn’t change. She is never satisfied, always expecting the 

world and wanting more from life. This feeling of entitlement drives Carla to 

extreme measures however the grass isn’t always greener on the other side and 

sometimes, by the time you realise that, it’s too late. 

After juggling the pieces of the puzzle in my mind, trying to fit in each new 



 

revelation and reminiscence, the facts are gently nudged into position and 

everything becomes clear. There are twists and turns aplenty which kept me 

guessing until the very end. My only criticism would be that everything tied up 

a little too neatly but it’s a minor point in an otherwise suspenseful and 

engaging read. 

 

Judith Waring 

I found this book difficult to get into initially as I didn't feel any empathy for 

any of the characters who didn't seem to have much depth, emotion or 

description to them for my own personal liking. I found it hard to relate to them 

and it was obvious from the start that the couple's connection wasn't 100% 

which I found unsettling and a bit unbelievable seeing as they had apparently 

just had a romantic whirlwind marriage and honeymoon. 

I had to read about a third of the book before it started to become interesting 

and it wasn't until about two thirds of the way into the book that it all started to 

fall into place and become really enjoyable. That was when all the characters 

started to build themselves into credible people. 

All the way through the book I was constantly wondering just who was 'my 

husband's wife' that the title referred to and I had several possible threads going 

on in my mind as to where the book might be going to go and who it would turn 

out to be (all wrong of course!)  

Without giving anything away I have to say that the final third of the storyline 

was really gripping with its turns, twists and lies that even by the end 

were still having to be kept hidden. 

A really enjoyable book but one which for me could've been even better right 

from the start." 

 

Maureen Gourlay  

Lily is a newly married, newly qualified Solicitor, taking on her first 

criminal case. And that's when everything starts to go "rivetingly" 

wrong. A brilliant read full of unexpected twists.  

Newly married Lily has been assigned her first criminal case, after being 

successful in Employment Law. However this new "Client" will have a far 

reaching effect on Lily's career and home-life. Also involved in Lily's life being 

turned upside down is Carla, the little girl who lives in the flat next door. The 



 

story is told by both Lily and Carla, and is full of unexpected twists and turns, 

that you don't see coming, as the story unfolds and unravels - much like Lily's 

life. 

I really enjoyed this first novel by Jane Corry and certainly look forward to her 

second. 

 

Emily Wright 

‘My Husband’s Wife’ is suffused with tension and unease, but sadly 

lacking in any heart and soul. In this dark and twisty world, no one 

is quite what they seem and motives are wrapped in layers of 

secrets. 

Jane Corry has done an excellent job in getting into her characters minds, and 

providing the reader with multiple, convoluted twists and turns. 

For me, one of the pleasures of reading is spending time with the characters in a 

novel, but unfortunately I didn’t enjoy the company of anyone in My Husband’s 

Wife. The main characters are all manipulative and deceitful. The author has 

cleverly conveyed the dark side which lurks in us all, but for me there was no 

light to balance this shade. Lily in particular seems to make some choices which 

are pretty naive, she is an intelligent lawyer and I felt that some of her actions 

really stretched the boundaries of credibility. Jane Corry did write believably 

about Carla, the school girl whom we follow into adulthood, in that I could see 

that the artful youngster would grow into a feisty young woman she was 

always destined to become. 

I struggled to engage with any of the characters and due to this I felt the 

narrative lacked flow and was quite disjointed at times. I was pleased that the 

author provided resolutions for the characters, but knowing this thoroughly 

unpleasant bunch I wasn’t convinced as a reader that they were telling the truth 

even at the end…  

 

Kathy Howell 

This is a very good read which has several threads running through 

it which all come together to a very satisfying finish. 

The Prologue sets the scene and this is followed by a report of the murder of Ed 

Macdonald, but all is not as it seems. Throughout the book the reader is 

reminded of this first page and is left wondering who has been hurt by whom. 



 

Ed and Lily have recently been married after a very brief courtship. They both 

have things to hide and, in Lily's case this makes their relationship very difficult. 

They begin to look after a little girl called Carla, who lives in a nearby flat. 

Carla learns quickly how to get what she wants from others. After a showdown 

surrounding the identity of the man supporting Carla and her mother Ed and 

Lily lose touch with them. 

After many years Carla returns to England, having done a law degree in Italy, 

and manages to track down Ed and Lily and then manages to be invited back 

into their lives. It is at this point that the reader is thrown into confusion as to 

what has happened to Ed and who has been hurt at the beginning of the book. 

There are clues and suggestions throughout the story but the final untangling of 

the tale is quite a surprise. 

You can be assured that the end is very satisfying! I will certainly look for 

further novels from this author. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Very clever title but somewhat disappointing story.  

The story is set in two periods of time, 1998 and 2013.  It follows the lives of Lilly 

(mid 20s and mid-30s), her husband Ed and Carla (12 and 27), the daughter of 

a single Italian parent whose unhappy childhood serves to create in her a 

determination to survive, no matter what malice is required.  

Part one focuses on revealing the influences that have formed the characters.  

Lily, a trainee solicitor and newlywed wife of Ed.  Ed who controversially broke 

with tradition, assumed as a result of his privileged childhood and wants 

nothing more than to be a painter.  His ambition is at conflict with Lilly’s who 

herself is also running from her past.  Neither is prepared to reveal a truth from 

their past that will have repercussions in their future. 

Carla lives in a London flat next door to Lilly and Ed with her Mamma.  They do 

not fit in.  12 year old Carla because she is different (looks different, speaks 

different, eats different) and Mamma because she is living a life she is desperate 

to keep secret, even from her own daughter.  She just needs to make ends meet. 

Part two brings the seemingly disconnected themes of part one together.  What 

happened to Lily’s brother?  Why has Carla returned to London having 

disappeared back to Italy with her Mamma when she was a child?  And Ed, will 

his ambition to be a painter overwhelm all reason in directing his behaviour? 

Tough going but worth persevering to understand where the story 



 

links past with present. 

 

Alison Bisping 

Everyone has their secrets and gradually, we get to know what they are, and 

how they have affected the lives of the people involved and how they affect their 

futures. 

The suspense is high, the intrigue great and the story is full of twists 

and turns as throughout the story, the characters cross paths over 

and over again. 

A superb read, not an easy book to put down once you start because you want to 

know what happens – read it as quickly as you can (!) as much as your time will 

allow, the end is definitely worth it! 

 

Mary Gibson 

‘My Husband's Wife’ by Jane Corry is a lengthy psychological thriller that 

focuses on Lily, a novice solicitor and a white lie she has told.  We meet Lily 

when she has returned from honeymoon with her new husband Ed, an aspiring 

artist.  Plunged into her first case, the appeal of a man convicted of the brutal 

murder of his girlfriend, Lily also struggles with her role as a new wife.  Into 

her life also comes her Italian neighbours: lonely, beautiful daughter Carla, 

isolated at school because of her foreignness and at home by her mother's 

absorption with her married, wealthy lover. 

 It is an absorbing novel, though a little overlong but I enjoyed the 

twists and turns of the story and it is a satisfying read. 

 

Sharon Wood 

When I received this book for review the cover didn't entice me in the least, 

indeed I was a bit concerned it would be a bit vacuous and trashy.  Happily, the 

writing is more intelligent than that and I did quite enjoy the book. 

Lily, a fledgling lawyer, meets Ed, a struggling artist and they marry.  A small 

girl, Carla, and her Italian mother lives next door and Lily and Ed start to 

babysit Carla, Ed finding the child a perfect subject for his sketches and 

paintings.   

  



 

Lily defends a man on a murder charge and he becomes a recurrent character 

in the book as time goes on and Carla comes back into their lives as a beautiful 

and confident young woman to capture Ed's attention all over again. 

The book promised twists and turns and there were, but I thought they were a 

bit contrived.  I was never really convinced by any of the characters, nor by the 

repeating coincidences.  It was also a bit too long.  However, it was 

interesting enough to keep me going to the end and I can imagine 

fans of this type of book will enjoy it.  A holiday read. 

 

Paula Dennan  

‘My Husband’s Wife’ is a taut psychological thriller. Jane Corry 

deftly intertwines the lives of complex characters leaving the reader 

in no doubt that good people sometimes do bad things.  

Opening with news of a violent crime, ‘My Husband’s Wife’ rewinds fifteen 

years to unravel the events, which led to murder.  

Lily and Ed meet at a party, Ed proposes on their second date and they marry 

shortly after. But all is not as happy as newly married life should be. Lily and 

Ed are keeping secrets from each other, secrets that will put their marriage to 

the test if revealed.  

Lily is a criminal defence lawyer while Ed works in advertising, but dreams of 

making it big as an artist. Lily’s first case involves Joe Thomas, a man she finds 

herself irresistibly drawn to.  

Carla is a young girl struggling to fit in at school. A combination of being 

Italian and not being able to afford the latest “must have” clothes or toys mean 

she is marked as different. Carla knows what she wants and finds a way to get 

it.  

When Lily agrees to look after Carla, while her mother is at work, Ed finds his 

muse. ‘The Italian Girl’ eventually brings success Ed’s way.  

Told from alternating perspectives, ‘My Husband’s Wife’ explores what it means 

to be human – flaws and all. Jane Corry skilfully intertwines the lives of 

complex characters leaving the reader in no doubt that good people sometimes 

do bad things. 

http://cornflakegirlsmusings.com/ 

 

 



 

Edel Waugh 

This story is told in two ways, through the eyes of lawyer Lily and young Italian 

girl Carla. The story begins with a case that Lily is working on, she is not keen 

on this part of her job, trying to find evidence to get inmates out of jail but she is 

professional and gets on with it. Carla lives near Lily and she and her 

glamourous mum have their own problems. These two women's lives are linked 

in ways I did not see coming and I literally did not put this book down until I 

finished it. Crime, love, loss, and violence surround the story and these 

characters are people you really want to know more about so this 

made for a very fun reading marathon in my house. I loved it!  It kept 

me guessing until the very end.  

 

Cathy Small  

A book of truth, love and family relationships. Sometimes the ties to 

family are stronger than our own sense of mind.  

This is a story about Lily and Carla, to start they are neighbours one a young 

Italian girl and one a newly married woman. From this young age Carla 

manages to integrate herself into their marriage which starts by them looking 

after her on a Sunday to becoming Ed's reason for selling his pictures and 

onwards.. Interwoven into this story is a murderer who has a power over Lily. 

This story brings out the emotions of the characters that reflect into marriage, 

divorce, suicide and murder whilst the truth could set them free it doesn't 

always resolve the matter and only creates complications. The story is written 

from both Lily and Carla's points of view and draws us into their lives along 

with their problems. 

 

Maz Tucker  

This was a really good book that drew you into the story and made 

you want to continue to read. 

The characters were really well described and getting the story from a couple of 

different viewpoints made it quite interesting. Great Book. 

 

Suzanne Beney  

A thriller where you don't know which characters to love and which 

to hate. It's a little farfetched for my kind of reality, but certainly 



 

has you turning the pages.  

I've never read a book which I would class as chick-lit / thriller, and I'm not 

sure it's a combination that worked for me. It seemed to miss the mark on both 

counts. 

Whilst it's a page turner, I didn't build any empathy for the characters and so it 

was difficult to like any of them, and therefore care about the outcome for any 

of them. 

There were no huge surprises, and you could almost feel the formula that the 

author has followed. There's a sense that there were 'twists' in the tale and 

'reveals' placed throughout, but they were obvious and a little predictable. There 

were no shocks or suspense that you'd expect from a thriller. 

I'd probably only recommend it as holiday read on the beach, where you just 

want something light and frothy to pass the time. But, it wasn't a book that I'd 

recommend to my friends as a must read. 

 

Nicola Cooper  

A must read for thriller lovers.  Main characters being two strong women 

during 15 years of their lives and how they met.  Tells the story of Lawyer, Lily 

and her childhood secret which pans out the rest of her life.  Her disloyal 

husband, Artist Ed Macdonald, a dysfunctional relationship and other friends 

and acquaintances she meets along the way and the impact they have on her 

life.  I liked the way the lives of Lily and Carla were portrayed in alternate 

chapters. Carla was the Italian child that lived next door.   A devious child who 

seems to want everything Lily has, including her career and husband.   The 

book sees Carla re-appear over the next 15 years.    The book was easy to read 

and it had nice short chapters.   Who is Larry and who is Joe?  Murder!  The 

plot unravels at the end and everything becomes clear.  Not such a happy 

ending for some!  I thoroughly enjoyed Jane Corry's debut thriller.   Will 

definitely look out for the next one.  Highly recommended!! 

 


