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Ann Peet  

Engrossing and cleverly 

written novel – ‘Wuthering 

Heights’ through the life 

story of the servant, Nelly 

Dean.  

I really enjoyed this re-imagining 

of ‘Wuthering Heights’. Nelly Dean 

was the servant who told much of 

the story in the original but we 

never found out much about her. 

This book follows the narrative of 

‘Wuthering Heights’ quite closely, 

especially the first part, but here 

the character of Nelly is fully 

developed and the author has 

cleverly given her a story which 

complements and explains some of 

the events of the original. It could 

stand alone as the story of Nelly but I think you need to know what happens in 

WH to get full enjoyment from it. And it is a really good and enjoyable read. 

Dare I say I enjoyed it more than WH? There, although Nelly tells much of the 

story, it concentrates on the Earnshaws and the Lintons and I'm afraid I can't 

find any of them to be sympathetic or appealing characters. In this book, I could 

identify with Nelly and cared about her. I found the story through her eyes very 

moving especially her role in mothering Hareton and Cathy. I also liked the 

way in which the character of the doctor is expanded. 

It's an engrossing and cleverly written novel. Highly recommended for anyone 

who has read ‘Wuthering Heights’ as it really adds new dimensions to the 

original telling. 



Pam Kennedy  

Has Emily Bronte come back? I found it is hard to believe that this 

book was not written in the 1800s, it is so true to the literature of 

that time. An excellent book.  

Wow, what a book, if someone was able to insert this book into ‘Wuthering 

Heights’ it would be hard to know where one author stopped and the other 

started it is so good.  I thoroughly enjoyed the story.  Nelly was lovely and the 

others all fitted into what Emily made them.  I loved the two Doctor Kenneths' 

but the younger one Bodkin was great, everyone should have a Bodkin in their 

life.   I did not like Cathy in the original story and I did not like her in this book. I 

will always love Heathcliffe.  A brilliant book and a great 'filler in' of the 

Wuthering Heights story. Great. 

 

Deborah Mika  

Thoroughly enjoyable companion to ‘Wuthering Heights’ by Emily Bronte. If 

this is her first novel I look forward to seeing what else she can come up with.  

This is a companion volume to Wuthering Heights and tells us more about the 

background to the story of Heathcliff and the family he is so abruptly 

introduced to.  

Alison Case tells us about the difficult and disturbing life of Nelly 

Dean, the housekeeper in Wuthering Heights and through her eyes we explore 

the childhoods of the family and gain more of an understanding of why Hindley 

became so depraved and unlike able, why Heathcliff and Cathy became so 

attached and come to a better understanding of Emily Bronte's classic. Nelly 

Dean spent her earliest years as part of the Earnshaw family and continued 

that way until the arrival of Heathcliff when she became the housekeeper and 

no longer had the closeness to the children that she had previously enjoyed. She 

learnt the skills necessary from her mother who was housekeeper before her 

and when Cathy married was made to move with her to live with the Lintons. 

This was a tragic blow for Hareton whose mother had died during childbirth 

and had been brought up by Nelly. 

I enjoyed the book and it made me want to go back and re-read 

‘Wuthering Heights’ which despite having studied for AS Level I felt needed 

refreshing. I thoroughly recommend this book and as it is the first novel by this 

author look forward to seeing what else she has in store for us. 

 



 

Lucy Bunce  

A cracking re-imagination of a classic that holds its own as a great 

story for those who haven't read ‘Wuthering Heights’.  Leave out 

enough detail to mean I MUST read Bronte's original!  

I confess I’ve never read ‘Wuthering Heights’ so I wondered if I might feel a bit 

lost reading Nelly Dean. However a book, whether a sequel or a re-imagination 

of the original story (as Alison Case has done here) should stand by itself – and 

Nelly Dean does that, just.  Nelly is the housekeeper at Wuthering Heights, but 

due to an accident of birth is, at times, more part of the family.  The infamous 

duo of Cathy and Heathcliffe feature less prominently than I’d imagined, but the 

story is better for that.  It’s a thoroughly enjoyable tale with unpredictable 

twists.  There are some oddities: the old wives tale Nelly’s mother tells her is 

relevant and Case revisits it several times but it felt laboured.   One of the 

central issues of the book was wholly unexpected and written in fascinating 

detail but I cannot imagine such a delicate concern would have featured greatly 

in early Victorian writing.  Whilst reading, I did eventually need to Google 

‘Wuthering Heights’ to find out basic plot details and character summaries.  

Case does not write back stories for the more famous characters and glosses 

over events which are essential to the plot.  Why should she when Emily Bronte 

has done this already?  I now find I want to read ‘Wuthering Heights’, and if a 

book entertains then persuades you to read one of the classics of English 

literature – that’s surely no bad thing. 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

An inspired piece of writing which will happily stand alone even you 

have never read Emily Bronte’s ‘Wuthering Heights’. Written in the 

genre of a Victorian novel it had all the classic ingredients one would expect, 

drama, happiness – in rather short supply, tragedy- more plentiful , love – 

doomed of course and most of all, insight into what we might imagine life to 

have been like at the time.  Not a tale of the upper classes and grand houses, 

more realistically about a family with money, a reasonable sized country house 

with few staff and how they lived and interacted in their neighbourhood with 

their tenant farmers and villagers.  

Every character could easily be visualised and followed with interest.  There 

were many twists and turns throughout which held one in suspense right to the 

end. Most is time related and totally unreal to us today but socially for the 



1800s it was, I felt, scarily accurate.  Well researched, the main couple followed 

throughout, Nelly Dean and Hindley Earnshaw, rather sidelined Heathcliff and 

Cathy who were the lovers in the original story ‘Wuthering Heights’ which was 

the basis  for Alison Case’s imagined prequel. 

It was a long but enjoyable read which I would thoroughly recommend as an 

“almost” modern classic.  I loved it. 

 

Georgia Dawson  

Fantastic book, I found as I read each page I got more and more into 

it and before I knew it I’d finished the whole book! The best thing about 

the book I think is, it’s like Nelly is talking directly to you whilst still telling the 

story and that’s what I love when reading books. I will be definitely be telling 

my friends and family to buy this book. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

‘Wuthering Heights’ has always been my favourite book, by far, the romance of 

not only Cathy and  Heathcliff, but the Moors too, so when I had a chance to 

review the book ‘Nelly Dean’ by Alison Chase , I jumped at the chance. 

What a mesmerising read, not of Cathy and Heathcliff, (though they are in 

the book) it is more of Hindley and Nelly Dean, the lives they shared at The 

Heights. 

Hindley is a wild child, and the only people he loves are Cathy, Nelly and his 

mother, while his father has no time for him. His life changes once Heathcliff 

arrives, and how he deals with being shoved to one side by his father, is one that 

will stay with me for a long time.  

Alison has not re written Emily Bronte's classic, she has just written another, 

only this time it's Hindley and Nelly. 

I loved it, and recommend it to everyone who loved the Bronte's. 

 

Emily Chick  

I suppose I should start off by saying that I have never read ‘Wuthering 

Heights’, nor have I  seen any tv or film adaptation, so I was going into this 

book completely blind. I have no idea if this will have spoilt the original for me, 

but I thoroughly enjoyed reading ‘Nelly Dean’. I must admit that I found this 



book a little slow to start with, but once I pushed past the first 50 pages or so I 

was hooked. After I had settled into Alison’s style of writing each chapter 

seemed to just fly by and I was completely gripped to the story and believed in 

all of the characters. I don’t want to ruin any of the story, as I am unsure as to 

how much it correlates with the original, but there were so many twists and 

turns that made this book constantly interesting and I never got bored.  Overall 

I thought it was an excellent book and I feel that it may encourage 

younger readers to read the original. I would definitely give this book a 4 

out of 5. I’m off to read Wuthering Heights now…  

 

Janet Gilliard 

This is ‘Wuthering Heights’ from the viewpoint of Nelly Dean the Earnshaws 

servant. The novel is well written and gives a different perspective on Cathy and 

Heathcliff’s doomed story. I hadn't read ‘Wuthering Heights’ for many 

years but this didn't detract from my enjoyment of this beautifully 

written novel. An intelligent engrossing read. 

 

Fionna Cairney 

First of all as a big fan of ‘Wuthering Heights’ I was excited to be reading and 

reviewing this book especially as it is my first book review. All my expectations 

that this book would captivate me just as the Emily Bronte classic had were spot 

on. As well as giving a synopsis of Heathcliff's life and the family he is 

introduced to. 

Alison Case focuses on life at Wuthering Heights through the eyes of Nelly Dean 

and through this character we gain more of an insight into Hindleys depravity 

and also the characters of Cathy and Heathcliff. I think through the narration 

and language the author portrays an effective alternative to the original. 

I would 100% recommend this book to both those who loved 

‘Wuthering Heights’ and those who didn't it may make you look 

again. 

 

Sharon Mills  

‘Nelly Dean’ is a perfect companion to Bronte's ‘Wuthering Heights’, for fans of 

Jo Baker's ‘Longbourn’ and would certainly make an excellent book club choice.  

No doubt ‘Nelly Dean’ will be a best seller, so why was I not enamoured?  My 



first reading of ‘Wuthering Heights’ was over twenty years ago and I fell in love 

with Bronte's gothic, classic.  Maybe my romanticised memories have merged 

and blurred with Hollywood's 1939 film? Is a reread in order or should I retain 

my fond memories? 

As the retelling of ‘Wuthering Heights’ from Nelly's perspective through her 

written correspondence to Mr Lockwood, Nelly recounts, including less 

favourable details omitted in her original account, the unfortunate events that 

befell the families at Wuthering Heights and Thrushcross Grange.  The 194 

pages I read felt like a chore and it became apparent that I wouldn't finish in 

time to submit my review. Nor did I have the patience to persevere and had to 

admit defeat. 

Nelly Dean is undoubtably well written. The pace is slow allowing the reader 

full acquaintance with the characters.  However they felt flat and uninteresting 

to me.  Had I continued with the novel I may have changed my view but I didn't 

feel connected enough to want to find out.  I may be missing out on a brilliant 

novel, perhaps timing was wrong, and I may try again sometime. 

www.sj2bhouseofbooks.blogspot.co.uk  

 

Tania  

Beautiful novel about love, family and sacrifice.  

‘Nelly Dean’ by Alison Case is a reimagined novel of Wuthering Heights. We 

follow the life of a young girl Nelly Dean who is bought up with the Earnshaw 

children, Hindley and Cathy, living with them at Wuthering Heights. Nelly is 

very close to Hindley.  

When Mr Earnshaw bring backs an orphan boy by the name of Heathcliff 

following a trip to Liverpool, Nelly Dean's life changes. She follows in her 

mother's footsteps and starts working as a servant for the Earnshaw family. 

Cathy falls in love with Heathcliff and the two are inseparable. Heathcliff's 

arrival will change the relationship between Hindley and his father and he his 

sent away to college. The years will pass and Nelly remains loyal to the 

Earnshaw's. 

Heathcliff comes back to Wuthering Heights after a few years with Frances, his 

wife. The birth of their child will change Nelly's life forever especially after the 

death of Frances. 

The novel is a beautiful story and is well written. Love, family, and 

sacrifice are the main themes. 

http://www.sj2bhouseofbooks.blogspot.co.uk/


 

Edel Waugh 

A truly beautiful story that dare I say I actually prefer to Wuthering 

Heights. Nelly is a character that will stay with you for a long time 

because she is so relatable and down to earth. This is going on my 

favorite books list! 

This story is based around the famous Wuthering Heights book but told through 

Nelly Dean, a maid, and jack of all trades for the Earnshaw family. Nelly's own 

father is a violent man so Nelly limits the amount of time she spends at home 

and her loving mother is grateful to have her out of harm’s way up at the" 

Heights" .  

Nelly is very attached to the family but she is especially fond of Hindley 

Earnshaw, the oldest child. Fondness turns to love between them both and with 

that brings more heartache then she could imagine. Life in this wilderness gets a 

lot worse when Hindley goes away for a long time and she is left pining after 

him only for his return to be one of her most traumatic experiences.  

This story about one family and their faithful servant is one of the best books I 

have read this year for its imagination, its character building with Nelly over 

the span of her life. 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 
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