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Lynda DeFreitas  

Heartbreaking, gripping.  

The prologue to this book is 

heartbreaking, and the story is 

gripping with flashbacks to the 

time the crime was committed and 

to the perpetrator. 

I found it hard to put this book 

down and I'm definitely going to 

read Sarah Hillary's first book as 

the hints and clues that she gives 

to that book are scattered 

throughout this story.  

DI Marnie Rome is one to 

watch. She will take her 

place among the great 

fictional detectives. 

 

Rachel Aygin  

Eerily creepy but totally riveting.  Before I even finished reading it I was 

already thinking about buying the other book in the series!  

Eerily creepy but totally riveting, the plot had me hooked right from 

the start.  There are lots of twists and turns, including one which was 

completely unexpected.  The characterisation is outstanding, giving the 

reader a tantalising insight into the minds of the main characters.  

Before I even finished reading it I was already thinking about buying the other 

book in the series!  Look out for more from this author – I know I will. 

 



 

 

Linda Benner  

An enthralling novel. I read it with bated breath.  

The bodies of two young boys are found in an underground bunker in the 

garden of Beth and Terry Doyle. DI Marnie Rome and her team are to 

investigate.  

However, this is no straightforward case, as the plot twists along various lines 

of investigation, whilst incorporating the problematical private lives of Marnie 

and DS Noah Jake. Add to this disturbed and "odd" characters and you feel you 

know them and the way they think. 

This is a truly readable book for crime fans, though, with the 

author's excellent research and descriptive talent, it may not suit 

more sensitive readers. 

 

Melanie Rose  

Thrilling page-turner.  

This is the second in the DI Marnie Rome series and although I usually like to 

read books in sequence I don't feel I missed out by not reading the first ‘Someone 

Else's Skin’.   Although there are a few references to the past which would have 

been explained in the first book, it didn't detract from this new case.  Nice to 

have short chapters but "I'll just read one more chapter" turns into 

several as this is definitely a book you don't want to put down. 

After five years two boys are found in a bunker and it is DI Rome's job to 

discover who they are how they got there.  Although it is a difficult case and 

Marnie has to be tough, it also shows her caring side as she wants to do her best 

for the boys. 

All the characters are given their own personalities and the book is descriptively 

written so you can imagine the scene and people around you.  There is definitely 

room for more books to follow in this series and I look forward to finding out 

more about Marnie's personal life. 

 

Lindsey Whittle  

Excellent read - the story moves along swiftly in short chapters which draw you 



in to keep reading as the tension builds.  

This is really good. Tightly plotted, with a couple of twists I didn’t 

expect after the resolution of the crime.  Chapters are short, but each 

one moves the story along.  Dialogue, especially in the scenes with the 

police team, was convincing.  The little interspersions where the narrative shifts 

to the inner voice of an unnamed character add to the tension without being 

confusing.  

I enjoyed the slow development of the relationship (colleagues/friends) between 

Marnie and Noah and look forward to more of this series. 

 

Brigitte Colwell  

Filled with all the ingredients of a great crime novel, ‘No Other 

Darkness’ will keep you engrossed until the final word.  

On finding the bodies of two young boys, DI Marnie Rome and DS Noah Jake 

are determined to reunite them with their family and lay them to rest. In the 

process of doing this, DI Rome and DS Noah find themselves faced with 

situations which draw parallels with their own personal lives, which they are 

forced to confront.  These are woven into the story and provide an extra edge to 

the plot. 

This sometimes dark and disturbing superb crime thriller, well paced with 

twists and turns will keep the reader enthralled until the final page. 

An excellent read, complex, intelligent and thought provoking, this 

author is definitely one to follow.  I look forward to the next outing of DI 

Rome and DS Jake. 

 

Joan Hill - @JoanHill07 

Two young brothers abandoned to their sad and lonely fate in an underground 

bunker starts an investigation into their identity and the reasons for their 

deaths. Electrifying Crime Thriller.  

‘No Other Darkness’ is the second book in the acclaimed Detective Inspector 

Marnie Rome series. Marnie and her partner Detective Sergeant Noah Jake are 

called to the gardens of a recently built house in Snaresbrook where its owner, 

professional gardener Terry Boyle, has uncovered a well-hidden underground 

bunker. He had opened it up and discovered the bodies of two young children 

huddled together. Deeply shocked his family are moved to a safe house so that 



forensic examinations can be carried out. Without any clues as to the identity of 

the victims, an urgent investigation is started to find their families and bring 

them closure. But there are no records of two children missing together. 

Investigations soon discover that the bodies have lain there for about five years 

and that they are brothers. 

Marnie is determined to discover the truth of these sad lonely deaths. The 

frantic pace of the story uncovers trails to crimes of the past and the truth about 

Terry and Beth’s foster child Clancy, who reminds Beth of her own remote and 

tortured foster brother. There are twists and turns in the story and the finale is 

electrifying, terrifying and harrowing. 

Sarah Hilary has a terrific talent in this genre. She portrays the 

truth of families torn apart by secrets with a gritty reality, exposing 

the very core of their torture and trauma. I enjoyed this novel and 

recommend it without hesitation. 

 

Suzanne Bellingham  

Set in London mainly around the Isle of Dogs and surrounding areas the story 

starts with the discovery of the dead emaciated bodies of two young boys in an 

underground bunker.  

This is the second case for DI Marnie Rome after 'Someone Else's Skin' 

and is just as good, you don't need to have read her first case but it 

helps explain a few things in her second. 

DI Rome has to find out who two boys are that have been found dead in an 

underground bunker. The story's focus is set around the family who own the 

land that the bunker is on and their connection to the boys, which will a lot more 

surprising than you think. 

This review is not going to tell the story however it is good read, set in the UK, 

which I like and DI Marnie Rome could be as good as Helen Miran’s Tennyson 

 

Arlene Davidson - sarlene63 

I really enjoyed this book! Gripping storyline with lots of twists and 

turns!  

This is the second book from Sarah Hilary featuring DI Marnie Rome. The story 

opens five years previous with two young brothers left to die in an underground 

bunker. 



The bodies are found five years later by the owner of a new build property, 

Terry Doyle. DI Marnie Rome and her team are brought in to investigate.  

There are a number of suspects from the strange neighbour who collects toys, 

the dodgy house builder, to the young teenage boy who is fostered by the Doyles.  

At times the story is grim and can be quite graphic. However the story 

is well plotted, with lots of twists that keep you guessing right to the end. 

 

Reba Khatun  

A gripping thriller from the very first page. The short chapters are 

easy and quick to read.  It was hard to put this book down.  

Two little boys locked away in an underground bunker.  Who are they?  How 

did they get there?  Why have they been left there?  These are the questions 

troubling DI Marnie Rome when the bunker is stumbled upon by a house owner 

five years later.  At first it seems the existence of a secret underground bunker is 

news to everyone but DI Rome slowly uncovers that the list of people who knew 

about its existence is growing longer and longer by the day.   

DI Rome’s tragic past keeps coming back to haunt her and there are so many 

similarities between the killer of her parent’s and the current case.  Sarah 

Hilary’s written another brilliant page-turner.  The settings, dialogue and story 

line are spot on.  The short chapters are easy and quick to read.  It was hard to 

put this book down. 

 

Tracey Poulter 

The story begins with two young brothers trapped in an underground bunker, 

waiting for their mother to return – but she never does. Five years later the 

remains of the boys are found and DI Marnie Rome has the task of finding out 

what happened to them and why. 

Although this is a crime novel, it is as much about damaged people and how 

families cope – or don’t – and how people try to make a difference. It is not a 

book for the faint-hearted. Marnie is a three dimensional detective 

and her past helps her to identify with victims as well as having the 

determination to see a case through. Sarah Hilary cleverly brings Marnie 

to life in her interactions with other characters and, in particular, with the 

development of her working relationship with Noah as he begins to move from 

the role of apprentice to trusted colleague. 



This is Sarah Hilary’s second novel but has the feel and depth of a much more 

seasoned writer. She has the skill of developing both plot and characters using 

believable dialogue. 

I would recommend this to anyone who likes a crime novel with heart and bite. 

 

Linda Birt 

Having read her debut novel ‘Someone Else's Skin’, I could not wait to read her 

follow up novel. Once again Sarah Hilary has written an explosive and 

dramatic case for DI Rome and her DS Noah Jake. 

They are assigned to a case of two young boys, who are left to die in a bunker. 

DI Rome is haunted by the events that unfold, which bring back memories of her 

own brother. I felt the hurt and pain of both Rome and Jake as this case takes 

hold. Each character has a gruesome tale to tell. 

I have nothing but praise for Hilary, I wanted to read this novel all at once to 

find out the truth, but I read it slowly to understand the complex and disturbing 

details, as it twists and turns to a breathtaking conclusion. 

We have a new crime writer who is in a league of her own. 

 

Celeste McCreesh 

The story opens with a prologue from five years ago where two little boys were 

put in an underground bunker. Now, in the present their bodies have been found 

and it's up to DI Marnie Rome and DS Noah Jakes to find out who put them 

there and why they did.  Nobody likes a case involving small children, but 

Marnie likes this one even less when there may be 14 year old boys involved, 

especially when 14 year old boys have something in common with the one who 

killed her parents. 

As I had only finished ‘Someone Else's Skin’ in the past few weeks, it was ideal 

that I was able to start this so soon after.  This was an absolutely brilliant book, 

I think it's even better than Sarah Hilary's debut. I didn't just like it, 

I absolutely LOVED it, I will admit that I found parts of the story hard to 

read and in places it made my skin crawl but it definitely didn't disappoint. 

Sarah Hillary has skillfully drawn the threads of the plot together so all the 

pieces fall into place but leave us with a sense of wanting more and leaves you 

hungry to see what happens next and I couldn't read it fast enough, it had me 

gripped from the first few pages right through to the end.  It was very well 



researched and written too. I'm really looking forward to Sarah's next book 

already and really hope it won't be too long until it's released. 

 

Marion McCaffery 

This crime novel is about the discovery of a bunker in the back garden of a 

family home; a bunker containing a terrible secret, the bodies of 2 small boys 

that were trapped within it 5 years earlier - before the houses were built there.  

The story begins with the boys entrapment and then goes forward 5 years to the 

day that they are discovered and DI Marnie Rome and her team have to 

investigate what appears to be an impossible cold case.  The story begins 

slowly, introducing the main characters and dipping into their lives, as well as 

following the investigation and all the various avenues explored by the team. 

The story gathers pace and just when you think you know what has happened it 

twists and twists again, keeping you guessing until the very end.  

The author has pulled together a story that is not only intriguing but 

has well rounded characters that you can empathise with or, in 

some cases, complete despise. She makes good use of descriptive prose that 

makes you feel as if you are seeing this first hand, and you can not help but be 

pulled into the story. 

 

Andrea Dean 

‘No Other Darkness’ by Sarah Hilary is a thoroughly enthralling book. DI 

Rome and her team take on the case when the bodies of two young children are 

discovered in an underground bunker in the back garden of a relatively newly 

built house.  As the background of the family living in the house is gradually 

uncovered, so too is the answer to why the children were found in the bunker.  

This book is a must for readers of crime fiction and as this is Sarah Hilary's 

second book and I will certainly be reading her first. Please do not miss out 

on this new series of crime fiction. 

 

Cherrill Deans 

This gripping tale is about a “cold case” – the killing of two children five years 

earlier – and about the tensions and emotions of the police officers trying to 

solve the mystery of their death. 

The story begins when the young boy’s bodies are found in a bunker, the 



children apparently starved to death even though there was a stack of tinned 

food, tins which they must have become too weak to open.    

DI Marnie Rome, who is leading the investigation, starts to build up a picture of 

who might be involved, from the family who live in the house where the bunker 

was hidden, to the neighbours, and from there to a family of gypsies who lived 

on waste ground nearby. 

You can’t help wanting to know who the kids are, why they were put down 

there, and intriguingly, why they were never reported as missing. 

It’s tense and fast paced, and it’ll be hard to put the book down. 

This was a thoroughly enjoyable book, one that investigates 

tortured minds and the darker side of human nature.   

 

Judi Davies  

A very different kind of thriller. Great plot, believable characters 

and quite a few twists and turns. Disturbing themes, particularly as 

the plot involves children, but a great read!  

Plenty of mystery and very emotive subjects.  

The author writes well and engages you with the central characters. As a 

mother, it made me think of the lengths people go to in order to protect their 

children, and educated me into the darkness of post-natal depression and more 

deep-rooted problems. 

 

Nicola Cooper 

I had tried to read this several times but never had the time to get past the first 

chapter.  What a regret now, best book I have read in a long time!  I understand 

Sarah Hilary is a chosen "Richard & Judy" author and I can see why.  Having 

never read one of her books before, I purchased the first one before I finished 

this knowing I had to read it! 

What a fabulous novel. It takes us, and DI Marnie Rome, to some dark places 

but there's a real warmth and care in Sarah Hilary's handling of these difficult 

themes.  This book was a great thriller with lots of twists and each 

subject handled delicately covering murder, relationships, mental 

health and new identities.  Highly recommended!!  Superb. 


