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Pam Kennedy 

This book is excellent, a very good 

sequel it was well worth waiting for.  

I loved this book for so many reasons it is 

an excellent sequel to ‘No time for Goodbye’ 

I loved the characters in the first book and 

in the second book they are even better. 

Terry and Cynthia are a brilliant couple 

and I even liked Vince. The story from both 

books was brilliant Linwood would make a 

good criminal, the plots are brilliant.  

Linwood Barclay is one of my favourite 

authors. One other thing I liked about these 

two books is the fact that nearly everyone 

has a reachable goodness in them and a 

reachable badness. Please hurry up and 

write another book. Thank you 

Lovereading for giving me the opportunity 

to read these brilliant books. 

 

Sophia Ufton  

Amazing book! Please read!  

This book is full of suspense, you need to read this urgently. It will not 

disappoint. 

 

 

 

 



Sarah Harper  

Fast paced and hard to put down with an unexpected twist. Brilliant!  

I didn’t doubt Linwood Barclay’s ability to write a great book however I was 

sceptical about the feasibility of a sequel to ‘No Time For Goodbye’.  I thought 

that more bad luck for the same key characters may have seemed contrived or 

unlikely.  However I shouldn’t have been concerned or doubted the authors 

ability at all.  ‘No Safe House’ is totally believable.  We catch up with Cynthia, 

Terry and Grace 7 years after the events in the first book, their present day lives 

having been moulded by the past.  Grace is drawn into a difficult situation 

which leads everyone into a series of unfortunate events.  The smallest details 

link the first and second stories together and bring depth to the second book.  

The characters appear in many different strands of the story, weaving them 

together into a perfectly formed book.  There was even an unexpected twist.  

Just when I thought all of the loose ends had been tied up it hit me.  Not too ‘out 

there’ to change my view of the story, just a little kick in the pants to make me 

look at things differently. Brilliant!  Fast paced and hard to put down, I 

thoroughly enjoyed reading it. 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

Having read and enjoyed Linwood Barclay’s fascinating novel ‘No Time for 

Goodbye’ I did wonder if a sequel was a good idea and whether it would be 

equally gripping.  It is.  To find out what happened to the troubled Cynthia and 

family years later soon became absorbing but I do feel you need to have to read 

the first book to fully appreciate the second.  Otherwise, it is hard to understand 

why Cynthia has chosen to move into a rented apartment away from her long 

suffering husband Terry and over protected 14 year old daughter Grace. Yet 

somehow you accept it as an amicable and temporary arrangement. But with 

the story based more on Grace and her delinquent boyfriend and his family 

connections to the world of crime in general, one is soon immersed in a very 

diverse and interesting read.  That it ultimately has links with a serial criminal 

and former school friend of Cynthia’s who had helped her in the past makes it 

even more absorbing.  It takes you on a roller coaster ride of the 

unexpected where everything changes at each turn of the page.  

Exciting, often violent and unpredictable it is definitely well worth 

reading. 

  

 



Edel Waugh 

When I started this book I only intended reading a few chapters... 

Many hours later I finished it. Yes it is that good! This book is the sequel 

to ‘No Time For Goodbye’ which was published in 2008, in this book our 

favourite characters are back! Jane, Vince, Terry, Grace and Cynthia 

...although years have passed since they last met, a frightening night will see 

them all come back into each other's lives again. This book was just like its 

previous book in that you just cannot put it down, I was completely oblivious to 

the world around me when I was reading this and that is a sign of a great book, 

the mystery and suspense were awesome, the story was smart, tense, a bit 

grizzly and irresistible. Read this if you want a story that will hold your 

attention and leave you wanting more. 

 

Spoiler Alert: the following reviews may contain spoilers to ‘No Time For 

Goodbye’  

 

Phylippa Smithson  

So very disappointed.  This was not a patch on 'No Time For Good-bye.'  

Whilst I had read and was thoroughly engaged with the first in the series from 

Linwood Barclay, 'No Safe House' was not a standalone story.  You definitely 

had to have read the first one to get anything from this. 

And so to the story...but then it's hard to tell it without reference to its 

predecessor.  Suffice to say, book one was about Cynthia working to resolve 

what happened to her mum, dad and brother that resulted in their total 

disappearance from the very home she was in at the same time.  25 years later 

the truth came to light.  So ended ‘No time for Good-bye’. 

‘No Safe House’, book 2, doesn’t really pick up on the disappearing family but it 

does re-introduce one of the unlikely heroes, Vince.  Vince is a bad, very bad lad.  

But his one turn to honesty led to Cynthia getting to the truth of her lost family.   

It's fast paced but in attempting to take itself seriously, the 

endurance of continuing to read the words became at times near 

impossible for me. 

Sorry, but I will welcome a read of Barclay's next publication to see if ‘No Safe 

House’ was just the result of a 'bad day in the office' for him. 

 



Hilary Nuth  

‘No Safe House’ is another action packed read from Linwood Barclay 

which certainly lives up to ‘No Time for Goodbye’.  

‘No Safe House’ picks up several years after the end of Linwood's earlier book 

‘No Going Back’. We catch up with Terry, Cynthia and now teenager Grace as 

they are going through a few family issues. One evening a disastrous error from 

Grace leads to a sequence of events that unravels at a spectacular rate. Terry 

again is called on to save the day as he becomes the unlikely hero. 

Terry is a really likeable character and has a great turn of phrase. His innate 

good character rubs off on all those he comes into contact with especially bag-

guy Vince and his step-daughter Jane. We see what lengths a good-guy like 

Terry will go to, to protect his family. I think that ‘No Safe House’ more 

than matches its predecessor ‘No Time for Goodbye’.   

Will there be a trilogy?! 

 

Gavin Dimmock - http://themoustachioedreader.wordpress.com 

Terry and Cynthia Archer are once again thrust into a whirlpool of violence and 

crime as they struggle to protect their daughter.  

You may recall my earlier review of “No Time For Goodbye” in which I said I 

was looking forward to the follow up book, well, here it is. And what a 

cracking read this one is; a fantastic tale which I devoured within a 

few days spent on sun kissed beaches. 

This book picks up the lives of the Archers seven years on from the earlier story - 

these Archers would horrify the residents of Ambridge. Following their earlier 

experience, Cynthia and Terry are trying to shield their daughter, Grace, from 

any danger but Cynthia’s overprotective rules simply encourage Grace to rebel. 

In doing so, Grace unwittingly thrusts her family into a terrifying ordeal that 

forces her parents to revisit the horrors and pain of the past. And to encounter 

Vince once again. 

Barclay’s writing is slick and polished and he knows exactly how to pace a story 

to achieve that “page turner” momentum. His style is easy on the eye and draws 

you into that story, he has created characters that you feel for and believe in. It 

was great to meet Vince again - what a villain! As before, the take is told mainly 

in the first person from the viewpoint of Terry and this technique works well to 

drive the plot along. 



This was a superb read; I loved it. After just two books, Barclay is already 

cemented as one of my must read novelists and I look forward to catching up 

with his back catalogue. 

 

 


