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Linda Benner  

A gripping book which explores 

war and relationships. I loved it. 

So nice to catch up with the 

characters from the previous two 

books.  

A book about the horrors of the second 

world war told from the perspective of 

the people left at home. 

The story is mainly set in London and 

the chief characters have already lived 

through the first world war. Elinor, Paul 

and Kit are all helping in the war effort. 

Elinor and Kit are aiding the injured 

while Elinor's husband Paul is an air 

raid warden. The three of them are 

closely entwined and there is love, 

jealousy, rivalry and resentment 

between them as they go about their 

night-time duties while attempting their 

art during the day. 

A gripping book which explores war and relationships. I loved it. 

You do not have to have read the previous two books to thoroughly enjoy this 

engrossing and emotional read. 

 

Jane Brown  

Pat Barker has done it again, now it is World War 2.  An abosolute 

must-read that will fly to the top shelf on publication.  

I was really pleased when Lovereading.co.uk asked me to review Pat Barker’s 



new novel and to devour this when only a few people have had this privilege.  

So, not being able to go on holiday, this was a treat. 

I came across Pat Barker in the 90s with the trilogy ‘Regeneration’ which I 

enjoyed immensely, but forgot about her books after that. 

Noonday is set at the beginning of World War Two, but the effects of World War 

One are still raw. Here the next generation are off to war; wives losing 

husbands to the trenches are now losing their sons to a war they never thought 

would happen and certainly not on home ground too. 

This book, although stand alone, is part of a trilogy in the series of Life Class 

and Toby’s Room. I would urge readers to read the first two (whilst waiting on 

Noonday to be published). This did not deter me. I found the characters to be so 

real and the blitz brought once again to life and researched well (having 

personally read a great deal around London during the Second World War) 

People did not know if there would be a tomorrow so did things that perhaps 

today we may not - these were different times. 

A thoroughly enjoyable read which I have to say I have just finished as I was 

immersed in the age and the people Pat Barker has brought to life. 

This will go straight into the top ten, and will be on everyone’s Christmas list (if 

you can wait that long). 

 

Cathy Petersen  

A beautifully written and perceptive study of grief and stress in time 

of war, but it  didn’t quite hit the mark for me. 

In this, Pat Barker’s first novel set in the Second World War, she brings to its 

climax the interwoven relationships of Elinor, Paul and Kit, first seen in ‘Life 

Class’ and ‘Toby’s Room’. While this is part of a trilogy it does happily stand 

alone, good news as I hadn’t read the other two!  

Pat Barker’s writing is excellent and her realisation of London at the height of 

the Blitz is highly evocative. The toll of nightly bombings and the grim 

aftermath on each of the characters moves the plotline along, which is a relief as 

very little else does. Great writing aside, I’m afraid this didn’t quite work for 

me, possibly because I didn’t really like any of the characters. That’s not to say 

they aren’t well developed because they are. Pat Barker has a real gift for 

understanding relationships and inner turmoil, particularly that wrought by 

grief, I just couldn’t quite bring myself to care about these particular characters 



which was a shame as the rest of the book was really good. 

You can follow Cathy on Twitter: @Cerysthepup 

 

Dawn Vanstone  

An excellent story of war ravaged London.  Three people  entwined 

in each others lives trying to carry on as best they can. Lots of 

unexpected twists and turns, you won't want to put it down!  

If you can’t imagine what it would be like to live in war ravaged London during 

the blitz of WW2, bombed and destroyed, people existing day to day, losing their 

homes and loved ones, the community under immense strain, then this book will 

fill in those gaps in your imagination. 

Right from the beginning the writer grasped me firmly by the hand and led me 

through the intricate twists and turns of the story.  She helped me visualise the 

scenes and characters with her strong descriptions. The three main characters 

are trying to live their lives, adapting, and changing to fit in with the 

devastation to their environment, yet still battling against everything in their 

efforts to keep things “normal”.   

Just when you think you might know where the story is going it takes you off on 

a completely different and unexpected direction and is full of surprises.  Equal 

measures of sadness and happiness have your emotions reeling and you just 

can’t wait to find out what happens next. 

Despite not having read the previous two books of the trilogy, I very quickly 

became familiar with the characters and their history. 

The book came to a perfect conclusion, but never the less I didn’t want it to end.  

An excellent book, I very much enjoyed it. 

You can follow Dawn on Twitter: @DawnVanstone  

 

Peter Baiden 

Following the experience of four long term friends, Pat Barker's "Noonday" 

takes us into the streets of London during 1940, the period of "The Blitz". 

In her usual style of translating human nature with all its frailties and successes 

Ms Barker gives us a heartwarming, but challenging, insight into this period. 

By revealing the feelings of love, jealousy, anger and loss, she reveals, in equal 

measure, the heartbreak, the agony and the joy of the period. These are seen as 



'ordinary' people coping in an extraordinary experience, as their lives are 

transformed by the devastation around them. 

Not a 'bleak' account by any means but a story that opens a door on to the 

reality of wartime London, with its destruction of buildings and loss of lives, 

through the experience of those who are striving to be of help to others, whilst 

coping with their own experiences. 

I fully recommend "Noonday" for everyone who wants to enter into 

a different perspective on a dark period of Britain's recent history. 

 

Helen Lowry  

After having gone through one war, Elinor Brooke, husband Paul and Kit 

Neville now find themselves in another. 

A story of passions and temptations, old and new, and life during the 

Blitz.  

I haven’t read any of Pat Barker’s books before, but I must say I thoroughly 

enjoyed reading this one. 

It is actually the last of a trilogy but also serves as a stand-alone novel, as I am 

reading it now. Based in London during the Blitz, it tells the story of Elinor 

Brooke, her husband Paul and Kit Neville and their bomb-ridden lives. Having 

met at the time of the First World War, the last thing they all wanted to 

encounter was a second war.     

As such, the three of them go back a long way, with various simmering tensions 

and passions and now all work as ambulance drivers, rescuing and saving lives 

as and when they can.  

I particularly liked the way Pat Barker weaves fiction, characters and history 

all at the same time. The descriptions of falling bombs and debris, pulling people 

out from under bricks is all too real, yet it adds complete credibility to the story. 

Something as simple as mouths full of dust from the ever-present dust from 

falling masonry. 

I think the characters are handled in a very sensitive manner, despite their 

occasional lapses. How do any of us know how we would react in such terrible 

situations?  

A very good read and I enjoyed it more than I expected, which I 

always think is a good sign. 

 



Lorraine Blencoe  

This is a hard one! I have loved Pat Barker's past work and so wanted to love 

this one. 'Noonday' completes the lives of the young artists we saw during 

World War 1 in 'Life Class' and 'Toby's Room'. They are now older and 

struggling through the blitz during World War 2. In my mind I couldn't help 

comparing it to Sarah Waters' 'The Night Watch' but less favourably. I think I 

had probably not wanted to see these people all grown up and I felt that no 

questions were answered for them. As a stand alone novel, the beauty in 

her writing and the bleak realities of wartime London make a 

worthwhile read. 

 

Oliver Keating 

Such is the fear of lives cut short they live day to day. Lust and 

passion are snatched moments between bombing raids. 

This is Pat Barkers third book in a  trilogy which I wasn't aware of during my 

reading of the book. Such is Pat's style of writing I became quickly attached to 

the leading characters Elinor, Paul and Neville who are air raid wardens.  Their 

lives are governed by nightly scenes of the blitz in London in WW2. She 

describes the 'purgatorial shadows (of people) with their white, dust covered 

faces ...limping along on blooded feet' 

   Such is the fear of lives cut short they live day to day. Lust and passion are 

snatched moments between bombing raids. Elinor becomes the centre of a 

ménage a trois, it is hard to guess which way the story will go. Always 

surrounded by devastation the story is skilfully controlled to the very end. 

 

Sharon Wood 

Noonday, whilst the third book in a trilogy including life Class and Toby's 

Room, can be read as a stand-alone, without any prior knowledge of the others. 

Elinor, Paul and Neville, once art students at the Slade School of Fine Art, are 

now middle-aged and caught up in the second war of their generation - WWII.  

As London residents they are in the midst of danger and as ambulance drivers 

and air-raid wardens they regularly face the devastation that constant 

bombing raids bring to the capital. 

Elinor and Paul are married but circumstances pull them apart. Firstly their 

home is bombed effectively making them homeless and secondly the craziness of 

war which causes people to throw caution to the wind and act in ways they 



probably wouldn't, results in serious damage to their relationship.  In war, it 

seems, in the uncertainty of living to see another day people do crazy things,  

I read Pat Barker's Regeneration books in the 90s and had forgotten just how 

good her writing is. Descriptions of people, conversations and incidents 

are excellent and the story flows speedily along. Occasionally she 

throws something in which surprises and makes you sit up and think, even if 

only to consider how spot-on her use of metaphor is - never clumsy or anything 

other than perfect. I wouldn't say I necessarily liked the characters, but I don't 

think that is the point.  I believe the purpose is more to examine the time and the 

way in which war affects people. 

The ending was satisfactory - I had got to within the last couple of pages and 

was beginning to fear I was going to be left high and dry when a neat little twist 

made all well. 

This book has definitely made me want to read the other books in the 

trilogy and to seek out some of her others. 

 

Lynne Rapson 

Third in a trilogy of books from First to Second World War.  It 

follows a group of artists and their families and experiences.  

This book is another triumph from Pat Barker and returns to familiar 

protagonists featured in the books ‘Life Class’ and ‘Toby's Room’. However, 

don't be put off by the fact that this is the third in the trilogy. It can be read as a 

separate story with some references to what has occurred in the previous books.  

This is set during the height of the Blitz and portrays that era in amazing detail 

- the danger mixed with the greyness of life. The main characters are Elinor and 

Paul, a married couple who met whilst students at the Slade School during the 

First World War, and their former friend Kit, another artist. Far from their 

former lives they are caught up in war for a second time with all its dangers 

and trials. The book captures the scenes of destruction by bombs and the 

uncertainties of life for all concerned. Small wonder that blasts from the past 

occur, and old feelings are revived as the constant bombardment highlights the 

passing nature of a gloomy and dangerous existence. An extremely well-

written book which is highly recommended. 

 

Neil Williams  

An atmospheric wartime tale following three artists and their time 



in London's blitz.  

Paul, Elinor and Kit are all old friends, Paul and Elinor married after their time 

together at art school. Paul and Kit served together in the First World War. A 

beautifully described journey through their dealing with the falling bombs and 

how they work under the pressure of helping people. The buildings could be 

crumbling around you they are so well described. A great story. 

 

 


