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Francesca Hughes 

If you can't go to a theme park, pick up 
this novel. It’s a perfect emotional 
rollercoaster of laughs, tears, shocks, 
drama, friendship and romance!  

After I read it, I felt as if Lindstrom had stolen 
pages of my journal and inserted them into the 
story, I've never read a book so relatable for 
disabled people, like me, or any teenager.  

Parker is everything we wish we were (feisty, 
honest) and all the struggles we've had. I fell in 
love with this book, I hope you'll do the same! 

 

Vicky Sheldon 

This is an amazing book that gives an intriguing 
insight to the things that we take for granted 
that go with losing your sight. It shows how 
much blind people actually hate having to ask 
for help all the time and hating how most people assume they are deaf too. I love 
how the book takes you on a journey that shows how losing her sight and then 
later in her father has affected her. It also shows how she struggles to accept 
herself, how she begins to truly understand what is going on around her and 
how she can't live in the past forever. She also learns that it isn't good to store 
up emotions because they eventually burst out as she discovered. I think it is 
really interesting how much she relies on her hearing and sense of direction to 
work out what is going on and where she is. Overall I think it is a very 
thought provoking story and really makes you think about what it 
means to have a disability. 

 



 

Susie Holm 

A compelling story that flows beautifully, containing interesting and 
pivotal characters. Set in a relatable family backdrop, in which a 
blind teenage girl brings a fresh outlook to any reader.  

I’m so glad I got to read this book. It was wonderful and eye opening, and I 
learnt many lessons myself whilst reading it. The whole idea and storyline of it 
was absolutely phenomenal, which was what made the book so intriguing. 
There were times during the day that I tried to predict the book because I was so 
excited to carry on reading. It flowed so well, and it’s not a book you have to 
force yourself to read, you just want to read it. 

Parker was brilliant. She didn’t moan about being blind and say how much she 
wished she was able to see, she just got on with it, and if anyone was to 
comment on her being blind without it being a joke that she could just laugh 
along with, she would just say something so sassy and clever and smooth that it 
was so incredibly amusing to read and witness.  

There were no useless characters either. Each character had a certain role and 
as soon as a new character was introduced you wanted to know more about 
them and read more about them, instead of wanting to skip over those parts to 
read the bits with your favourite character. In this book, every character had 
certain traits that you can relate to.  

This book is also brilliant as it makes you think. I started listing the friends that 
I would trust enough to listen to if I was blind, and it was a very short list, so it 
makes Parker seem all the more superhero-like. I loved the slight love triangle 
and I’m glad the ending ended when it did, because it answered some of your 
questions whilst also leaving you with more unanswered questions. 

I’m so impressed with this book and how it managed to affect me like it did, and 
it would definitely be one of my favourite reads of the year. 

 

Megan Chambers 

‘Not If I See You First’ is an absolutely amazing book. I loved every 
second of it and could not put it down! I would recommend it to 
anyone.  

I love how this book mentions the challenges faced daily by someone with no 
sight, and how they have to live their lives. Despite having the cliché both 
parents are dead and the new family is awful, and the kid has problems of their 
own, Lindstrom managed to create a completely new, fresh story that captured 
my heart. After picking it up on Saturday morning, I couldn't put it down till the 
next night when I had finished the book. I really loved this book and would 
definitely read it again. 



 

 

Edel Waugh 

This story is about a teenage girl called Parker Grant. Parker's parents are both 
dead, one of them only recently, she now has her aunt and cousins living with 
her and they are all adjusting. Parker is blind, she was not born this way, it was 
due to an accident, but she has grown pretty good at taking care of herself and 
is very independent. Trying to be brave while managing school, friendships, 
and love becomes hard work. We get to see accurately how much 
someone without sight has to manage their life and it made me care 
even more about Parker as my own granddad was blind. It reminded 
me of how he used to eat his dinner in a particular order and how he would joke 
that he could hear a mouse in the room if I did not announce myself when I 
came into the room. I really enjoyed this!  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2015/11/not-if-i-see-you-first-by-eric.html?m=1  

 

Aimee Sweet 

‘Not if I See You First’ is an extraordinary novel with messages that 
stayed with me long after I put it down. The story is about Parker Grant, 
who has been blind for many years. Many people think she is stupid, but the 
people who know her best, know that she is smarter than everyone. Parker 
thinks that she has her life in shape, but when her school and another's merge 
together to form one, she meets people who cause the terrible events that 
happened in the past to unravel and ruin everything. 

Not only is this book gripping, it also tells some very important messages. The 
one that has stayed with me is that: seeing is not believing. Lindstrom shows the 
reader this through the main character, Parker. Parker was amazing, I really 
enjoyed reading about her and her friends also. 

The age rating for this book would be 12 and older, although I feel like older 
teenagers would relate to it more. It was quite an easy read, but it was one of 
those books that you have to read over and over to find every message and 
every meaning. 

Overall, it was such a brilliant and well told book, that I'm going to give it a five 
star. Definitely put it on your reading pile. 

 

Alex McCalla 

This book is such an inspirational book. I picked this book up when I 
had finished reading my recent book I had, had to review and it was 
so good I couldn't put it down! Deserves 5 stars!  



 

This book is such an amazing book. It is so well written and such an amazing 
plot. I love the way that it has been produced with the braille on the front of the 
book and love the feel of the pages and the book. This book is so inspirational 
and really makes you see the world from a different point of view. It really helps 
you not take things for granted and to give people a chance, or a second chance. 
The only thing that I can say, is that some points of the book where really 
confusing as it would go back to past events. Apart from this, the book was 
amazing. 

sleeppinthegarden.blogspot.co.uk  

 

Sophia Ufton 

Wow, amazing story.... Ended too soon.  

Parker Grant is blind but that doesn't mean she wants to be treated differently. 
She won’t allow it and she won’t allow you to take advantage. A boy named 
Scott Kilpatrick who Parker used to date and he broke her heart comes back to 
school and Parker as enough to deal with already. Avoiding her past soon 
proves impossible and the more Parker learns about what really happened with 
Scott and her dad, the more she starts to question if things are always as they 
seem. 

 

Amelia Corrick-Gough 

This book was amazing! It kept me hooked until the final word of the 
final paragraph! I connected with Parker really well, as I have an invisible 
illness that sometimes makes me feel like I am missing out on something, and 
Parker misses out on sight. Parker is an inspiration to all those who feel 
they can't do something. 

 

Kezia Deakin  

In every chapter of this refreshing read, Parker chips away at any 
misconceptions I ever had about those who are visually impaired, 
with her determination, wittiness, and blunt attitude.  

‘Not If I see you first’ is a sweet and touching novel about a girl called Parker 
who is trying to cope with her father's death and all the changes that have 
ensued after it. Meanwhile, at the same time, she has to work her way through 
the issues that inevitably arise when encountering any member of the male 
species.  

Lindstrom manages to perfectly encapsulate how hard emotions can be as 
throughout the novel, Parker grieves for her lost parents and also tries to decide 



 

exactly how much she can forgive a boy that betrayed her many years ago. The 
story also sounds an important message about how everyone can be wrong 
sometimes and that's okay because no one is without flaws.  

Although, Lindstrom skilfully crafts her novel to concentrate on Parker's 
determination, wittiness, and no nonsense attitude (where her bluntness had me 
choking with laughter at some points), the fact that Parker is blind is a major 
point in the book. It is a great change to find a novel that features a blind person 
as the main character, whilst simultaneously not making their physical 
impairment the only interesting thing about them. Believe me, once you have 
cried along with Parker but laughed at her mishaps and crazy ideas at the same 
time, you will have plenty to say about this wonderful character other than the 
fact she is blind! Indeed, in every chapter of this refreshing read, Parker chips 
away at any misconceptions I ever had about those who are visually impaired. 
Something I am very grateful for! 

To quote a cliché, I really did read this book in one sitting! 

 

Maddy Faulkner 

This is a book about a young girl who is unfortunately blind. She's 
sick of being treated differently for being blind. Then someone from 
her past arrives and she struggles to cope.  

I didn't really enjoy this book as much as I thought I would when I read the 
description and saw the book cover. I usually enjoy books about children who 
have struggles to overcome, but I was disappointed with this book. The main 
reason I disliked this book because of how Lindstone portrayed Parker, the 
main character. She was scripted as rude, and seemed to not care about her 
friends or their feelings. I also didn't enjoy the ending, I found it abrupt, and 
unsatisfactory, and I usually enjoy cliffhanger endings.  

However I did think that the language used in this book was very developed and 
I really enjoyed the overall idea of the book, it's just a shame there were some 
points that disappointed me. 

 

Sarah Ismail 

‘Not If I See You First’ is about a blind girl, Parker, who faced a difficult time in 
her teens; she had an accident which resulted in her being blind when she was 
really young and she also had family problems. Typically, as a teenage girl, 
Parker also has problems in her personal life; she has been torn between two 
boys, Scott and Jason. 

The author has written the story in first person which makes me feel that I know 
her thoroughly. I enjoyed reading about her because it was really funny the 



 

way the author describes her. The author created a teenage girl as a 
defensive person, but Parker is humorously sarcastic, particularly 
when she reacts to other characters that irritate her. 

The ending was uplifting because Parker had resolved her problem that she had 
2 and half years before. I really loved the ending because the author allowed the 
character to grow and I enjoyed reading about her experiences. 

Although I did like reading the book, I was disappointed with some parts. The 
story created many questions that I felt were left unanswered. This made me 
feel really annoyed as I wanted to know the answers. Another part that I 
disliked was that it had swear words which made me feel uncomfortable as I 
read the story. 

Ultimately, I would give the story 4 stars out of 5. 

 

Bethan Scarr 

You will love Parker from the first page and will become absorbed in 
her life and feel lost at the last page.  

Parker is a great character and the idea of blindness is something that is so 
hard to imagine yet as Parker recounts her life you can completely believe she is 
talking to you.  Throughout the book there are many ups and downs and you 
will laugh and cry with Parker and her friends.  In fact I found myself shouting 
at her at one point.  A very well written book, the dialogue is very well thought 
out and believable.  A great teen read.  I would definitely recommend this book 
to other readers. 

 

Farah Alam  

I just didn't enjoy this book but it is a quick read. I didn't like the main 
character and the book is predictable in its ending. 

 

 

 


