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Sarah Harper  

On an idyllic day in 1982, by a 

river in the Masai Mara, a single, 

horrific event changes the lives of 

three children forever. Brothers 

Nick and Luke and their friend 

Katie become bound together by 

the knowledge of what really 

happened on that day. They carry 

these secrets into their adult lives 

back in Dublin, confining them to 

their memories and attempting to 

lead normal lives. Nick marries 

the mysterious Lauren and Katie 

throws herself into her career in 

journalism. But everything starts 

to unravel when the successful 

Luke suddenly takes his own life 

and wishes to have his ashes 

scattered by that river in the 

Masai Mara where it all began. 

Nick, Katie and Father Jim, the 

only other survivor from the fated 1982 trip, are thrown together again. Katie 

has been receiving shocking and anonymous threats and becomes driven to 

unearth the truth about the past but once you start to chip away at the lies, it’s 

hard to control the truth that pours out. 

I was easily absorbed by ‘Only We Know’ and it moved along at a good pace. 

The mystery built well towards the big climax and chapters written from the 

perspectives of the main characters helped to clarify their individual 

perspectives on the events of the past. A number of good twists and 

unexpected reveals cemented a solid story and elevated it to a 



cracking read which I thoroughly enjoyed.  

 

Glynis Elliott 

I thought ‘Only We Know’ was beautifully written and very evocative 

capturing the imagery of a dry and dusty Africa down to the last 

details.  The actual incident that sparks the later events is particularly 

haunting and tragic.  One moment in the leading to a lifetime of consequences. 

 

Suzanne Marsh 

I read the book ‘The Boy That Never Was’ by Karen Perry.  I was so impressed 

by this novel that I wanted to read Karen Perry’s second novel ‘Only We Know’. 

This new novel ‘Only We Know’ is another great thrilling novel to add for 

Karen Perry.  

The story starts off in Kenya 1982 Luke was told by his mother that the playing 

near the river is dangerous but his dad seem to let the boys play down by the 

river. Their mother watches her two beautiful boys Luke and Nick with Katie 

head to the river until they reach the trees and disappear into the shadows. 

When a game is played that ends in tragedy.  What happened I cannot say as I 

wouldn't like to spoil the story. But it appears that thirty years later, Nick, Luke 

and Katie remain bound together by the truth of what happened that day. I 

hope you all enjoy reading ‘Only We Know’ as much as I did. 
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Lynda DeFreitas  

Secrets are hard to keep hidden and lies usually catch up with you.  

Another page turner to follow the collaboration on their previous novel by 

Karen Gillece and Paul Perry.  

As children play in a river in Kenya the scene is set for horror.   

This story is set mainly in Dublin and Kenya and the narrative follows 3 people 

from childhood when they witnessed something dreadful in Kenya, to their 

adult lives over 30 years later. It's told through the eyes of Katie and Nick, and 

gradually the whole story begins to unravel.  

Luke and his brother Nick, and their friend Katie kept the secret of what 

happened between them, but as things begin to unravel, it becomes obvious that 



someone else knows and is determined to make them pay for the lies that were 

told and the secret that they've tried to keep. 

 

Alan Brown  

And I do not want you to. As the story unfolds there is a feeling of 

great reluctance to tell it.  

A difficult book to read not only because the full, true story is only revealed in 

the later parts of the book, but because of the toing and froing of character 

stories throughout the book. The reader is distanced from the fiction every time. 

Not only is the story told as it appears on the covers but the feelings of the main 

characters smother the tale. 

 

Arlene Davidson  

This was a slow burner - I didn't see the end coming!  

‘Only We Know’ is the second novel by Karen Perry. The story opens in Kenya, 

1982 and three children Nick, Luke and Katie play a game which ends in 

tragedy. A child has been killed. At this point we don't know who it is or what 

has happened! 

The story then moves to Ireland present day, when one of the three, Katie 

receives a chilling reminder from her past. Things take a dramatic turn when 

Luke goes missing with drastic consequences. Is the past slowly catching up 

with Katie and Nick?  

‘Only We Know’ switches between 1982 and 2013 and is set in both Ireland and 

Kenya. The two stories intertwine and the author slowly draws you in.  

Although I found this a bit slow at times, I really enjoyed reading the back story 

of what happened in 1982- I thought the opening chapter was brilliant and 

certainly drew you in - when the book reached the conclusion, I certainly didn't 

see it coming! Overall a good read! 

 

Victoria Goldman – www.off-the-shelfbooks.blogspot.co.uk  

Grabbed my attention straight away and kept me absorbed until the 

end. ‘Only We Know’ moves at a fast pace to uncover a dark secret.  

 



‘Only We Know’ grabbed my attention straight away with its first chapter, 

which describes a tragedy involving three children - brothers Luke and Nick 

and their friend Katie - playing by a river in Kenya.  

For 30 years, these three people are the only ones who know the truth about 

what happened that fateful day. And as the story progresses, this secret is 

gradually revealed, with devastating consequences. 

The book is an easy read and moves at a fast pace. It kept me absorbed all the 

way through, as the author teases the reader along with little snippets of 

information. The book is narrated mainly by Katie and Nick, giving their 

thoughts of events in the present and memories of the past.  

Just when I thought I had the big secret sussed, there was yet another twist 

(although I did guess one of these). I enjoyed the descriptions of Africa and 

found most of the characters very likeable and believable. 

 

Rebecca Whymark  

A real page turner.  

This novel starts in Africa as a family holiday.  With quite obvious issues 

simmering a shocking event happens and years after the 3 children involved are 

dragged back into a place they don’t want to revisit. A gripping story involving 

family secrets and secrets everyone tries to keep buried. The book keeps you 

guessing right till the end throwing in twists to keep you off the 

scent. A thrilling book, I will be keeping my eye out for more by 

Karen Perry. 

 

Sue Muir  

‘Only We Know’ is a book full of suspense. It is well written, has an 

intriguing plot, and a feeling of dreadful anticipation that makes it a 

good gripping read.  

 ‘Only We Know’ is a book full of suspense. The story is about a family that lived 

in Nairobi who then leave very suddenly after a traumatic incident on the river. 

This incident haunts the main characters, Nick, Luke and Katie throughout their 

lives and as the story unfolds we learn much more of the picture and find out 

who else plays a large part in this very sad tale. The novel begins in Kenya and 

fast forwards to Dublin 30 years later with the unexpected disappearance of 

Luke. Alternating chapter by chapter we read about the lives of Nick and Katie 



and their past. There are lots of twists and turns as the characters reveal their 

true selves and their significance to the plot. The two brothers are very different 

in character and it is very interesting how they deal with the secrets of the past. 

Well written and intriguing plot, there is a feeling of dreadful anticipation that 

makes it a good gripping read. 

 

Carol Peace  

A great book and a secret that you really need to uncover.  

It started in Kenya 1982 with an account of 2 brothers playing in the river with 

their friend and a local girl. When the boys mother hears a scream she goes 

running praying her boys are ok and then it cuts to Dublin 2013. The brothers 

are all grown up Nick and Luke have drifted apart and don't really have much 

contact. It all seems to stem from the day in the river but what happened and 

who sent the dead starling to Luke? The plot goes from present day to the past 

but keeps you hooked quite cleverly by giving you hints but no surety. We are 

introduced to the friend that was with them and it seems she too is haunted by 

the day by the river, The plot keeps you turning pages just to see what really 

happened and where this is going next, I just thought I had worked it out 

when yet another account throws a spanner in the works. I really 

enjoyed this book and know now that Karen Perry is a name to look out for. 

 

Shaun O'Keefe - www.bookaddictshaun.co.uk  

‘Only We Know’ is a story that isn't that hard to believe, meaning it 

is as enjoyable as it is frighteningly compelling. It is a gripping and 

thought-provoking tale.  

‘Only We Know’ is a book I am glad I only have 250 words to review in because 

it is one that I really cannot say all that much about. You know when you finish 

a book and it's a little like stepping off a rollercoaster? But the disorientating 

feel as you get your bearings back rather than the breathless pace. That's ‘Only 

We Know’. It has a truly atmospheric opening, one which immerses you within 

the Kenyan setting, witnessing a family holiday that by the end of the first 

chapter has ended in tragedy.  

Fast forward 30 years and Nick, Luke and Katie, now adults, are estranged, but 

still bound together by the dark truth of what happened on that fateful day. 

Luke suddenly vanishes, and threatening messages start to arrive. Somebody 

clearly knows what happened on that day, and is intent on seeking justice, at 



any cost...  

Chapters follow each of the characters, giving us a real sense of how much they 

have changed since that day, but how they still remain affected by it. 

Interwoven seamlessly into the plot, and adding real tension and intrigue to the 

mystery are the chapters set in 1982, again giving us further insight into exactly 

what happened that day, and without going into too much detail, really 

showing us how the decisions we make, sometimes to protect those we love, 

often have far reaching consequences. It is a mystery, in every sense of the 

word, and I failed to see some of the plot twists coming.  

‘Only We Know’ is a story that isn't that hard to believe, meaning it is as 

enjoyable as it is frighteningly compelling. It is a gripping story with a thought-

provoking, satisfactory ending and has left me more than eager to read more 

from the duo known as Karen Perry. 

 

Jenny Heardman  

‘Only We Know’ is a gripping read with plenty of secrets, twists, and turns.  

‘Only We Know’ begins in Kenya 1982 with two boys, Nick and Luke, and their 

friend, Katie, playing by the river. The boys’ mother hears a scream and hurries 

to see what is wrong. We are then taken to the present day with the three 

children grown up.  

The story alternates from 1982 to 2013 as we begin to find out what actually 

happened and how it is still haunting those involved thirty years later. 

I found the book gripping as I wanted to find out both what had 

happened down by the river and also the mystery that was 

unravelling in the present day. There were a good few twists and turns in 

the plot too. I’d recommend this book and would definitely look out for others by 

Karen Perry. 

 

Nickey Hawryszczuk – twitter @nickeyh2209 

A great psychological thriller which had me hooked from the very 

start. I loved the way each chapter focused on one person either in 

the present day or the past.  Highly recommend.  

We find out very early on in this book that something tragic happened 30 years 

ago. We then jump to the present day and focus each chapter on the main 

characters. This would make a fantastic film as I really loved the way the book 



kept going back to the past and then the present again, slowly letting us find out 

a little bit more each time about the tragic event of 30 years ago. The same goes 

for the chapters focusing on each individual character and again, we learn a bit 

more about the characters with each chapter. Brilliantly written. Really 

impressed by this author. It was a gripping storyline which made me want to 

keep on reading. A real page turner! 

 

Sarah Tilley  

A great read with twists to keep you guessing.  

When I first started reading I thought it would be yet another novel with a 

family secret to be revealed but this captures you by the very descriptive 

settings 

A well written and enjoyable read - certainly something for the 

beach beds this year. 

I loved how it changed between Dublin and Kenya, and the twists and turns - 

not only with the plot but with the emotions between the main characters. 

The ending was not as I suspected, so it keeps you guessing until the 

last chapter. 

My only gripe would be that I would have wanted to read more about how the 

relationship developed between Katie and Reilly. 

 

Teresa O'Halloran  

This book was a real page turner and an absolutely riveting read. I 

was glued to it from start to finish and it didn't let me down. Karen Perry has 

written another great psychological suspense novel.  

‘Only We Know’ is easily one of the best books I have read this year. I 

previously read and loved Karen Perry's debut novel ‘The Boy That Never Was’, 

and this book is even better. A slow burner to begin with it quickly picks up the 

pace so you don't want to put it down even to eat or sleep! Just when I thought I 

knew what the secret is that Luke, Nick and Katie shared, something is revealed 

to throw a spanner in the works. I will definitely be reading more by Karen 

Perry. 

 

 



Phylippa Smithson  

This is Perry at the highest of her high standard of writing.  The 

story oozes powerful story-line, identifiable characters, twist and 

turns and more twists and turns.  Highly recommended.  

A shocking incident when brothers Luke, 10 and Nick, 8 are playing with family 

friend Katie, 8, whilst on safari in the Masai Mara with their parents, defines 

the rest of the respective lives.  Such is the horror of what occurred, the 3 seek 

estrangement from one another to avoid any trigger of memory of ‘that day.’  

The pact of absolute secrecy is made and extends to the parents who know the 

consequence of the action but no more. 

But when Lucas, now a successful Dublin businessman in his late 30s 

disappears, Nick is forced to leave his Nigerian home with his recently married 

wife to find out more.  And Katie, in her role as journalist for a Dublin 

newspaper, is appointed as lead investigator given her long distant ties to the 

family. 

Then things start happening to Nick and Katie and the past finally catch up with 

them. 

To say more would spoil this very engaging thriller.  Read it and be rewarded 

with time spent with yet another masterpiece from Karen Perry 

 


