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Alison Layland  

A haunting tale that drew me 

in to a world of beauty and 

hidden menace.  

Eight-year-old Peggy at first views 

her father’s survivalist 

preparations for the end – stores in 

the cellar, plans, drills – as a game, 

but finds it gets all too real as he is 

goaded by her mother’s sudden 

absence and one of the group’s 

taunting into taking her to die 

Hütte, a haven in a European forest 

wilderness. As she reluctantly 

realises their “holiday” is for real, 

she is convinced by him that the 

world outside, her world, is no 

more.  

The point of view of a child growing 

up – her observations, the games 

she plays in her mind – is 

convincing and enchanting, and gives the reader a sense that there is more to 

Peggy’s account than meets her eye, without knowing what. Hints of menace 

are interwoven with scenes and moments of beauty – the silent piano her father 

creates and which Peggy learns to play, creating imaginary yet strangely real 

music connecting them with her absent concert-pianist mother, her growing 

immersion in the day-to-day survival in the world they now live in, and 

glimpses of mysterious stranger Reuben. 

The dual timescale of the story – the account of Peggy’s life in the wilderness 

with her father is interspersed with episodes from her return home nine years 



on – adds to the mystery and is cleverly interwoven as events unfold to their 

dark conclusion. 

Like the Iron & Wine album of the same name, referenced as a soundtrack by 

the author, it has a sense of the timeless, underlaid by a dark reality. 
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Michelle McKernan  

This is a brilliant book which keeps you wanting to know more right 

until the end. The characters are compelling and well-rounded. The story is 

different in style to any others I’ve read which is a refreshing 

change.  

This book is brilliant. The pace is brisk and keeps you wanting to read more. 

The characters are well-rounded and believable. The author keeps the plot 

going with subtle twists and turns. I had great empathy for the main character, 

Peggy and could totally see the world through her eyes. There is no huge shock 

at the end as the moving back and forward in time makes it clear, to some 

degree, how it ends. I didn’t expect the twist at the end though and I love that.  

I would definitely recommend this book and look forward to reading more by 

the same author. 

 

Sue Broom  

An unusual story focusing on the effects of isolation - a clever and 

intriguing debut.  

Narrated by 17-year-old Peggy, recollecting her experiences over the last nine 

years, this is an unusual story focusing on the effects of isolation.  Strong on 

description - the remote landscape of mountain, forest and fast-flowing streams 

and the daily grind of self-sufficiency come alive as seen through her young 

eyes.  Her portrayal of her father gradually shifts from a child’s unquestioning 

belief in a parent to a teenager’s wariness of a man she comes to recognise as 

flawed and manipulative.  We know from the beginning that she eventually 

returns to civilisation but the plot is skilfully structured and keeps the reader 

guessing as to what is going to happen.  A clever and intriguing debut and I 

look forward to more by this author. 

 

Sarah Williams  



A writer to watch for the future.  

I loved the idea of this book; a survivalist father takes his young daughter to live 

in the woods telling her that her mother is dead. I enjoyed the voice of the young 

narrator although she sometimes lacked credibility. My favorite part of the 

book was the creation of a hand-crafted piano. 

Sadly I found that this haunting and unsettling yet still somehow innocent story 

was going to be anti-climatic. I was expecting a punchy "The Wasp Factory" 

type twist but the big reveal was obvious about fifty pages beforehand - so 

obvious that I wondered if it was a double bluff but it wasn't. The book ends 

with no resolution, which normally I'd be fine with but in this case after such as 

tedious twist I felt like the least I should get was a definitive ending. 

On the whole this was a pretty good book but it left me unsatisfied 

because with a little tighter plotting it could have been a fantastic 

one. 

 

Lynne Morgan 

This book is amazing, powerful, unique and unforgettable! 

The story is set in both 1976 and nine years later in 1985. In 1976, Peggy (who is 

just eight years old) is taken from her home in London by her survivalist father 

(who believes that the end of the world is coming) to live in an isolated cabin in 

a forest somewhere in Europe. He tells her that beyond this forest and the 

mountains the rest of the world and all the people in it no longer exist. 

Claire Fuller very effectively makes you feel a young child’s excitement at 

camping in the wild – of going on an adventure - but this is a camping trip that 

doesn’t end after a fortnight! Set against all the struggles of merely surviving, 

Peggy experiences a strong connection with nature, which she quickly learns to 

love, and which shapes her view of the world thereafter. 

Told from Peggy’s point of view, an insight into the lives of the adults around 

her is subtly understood, like reading between the lines. Claire brings out the 

feelings of absolute innocence and unquestioning trust Peggy has in those 

responsible for looking after her, her parents and the adults around her - with 

devastating consequences. 

In this story, Claire manages to lull you – not into any sense of security, as there 

could not be any in the sort of lifestyle Peggy and her father live in the woods, 

but in some sort of a regular, daily (and seasonal) routine, which makes the 

story all that more powerful when you are pulled up sharply into the shocking 



reality. It is very cleverly written, and Claire’s observations of how Peggy 

makes sense of this world are keenly perceived. 

Claire Fuller is one of those rare writers who don’t come along that 

often – but when they do there’s nothing quite like it – I look forward to 

more from Claire! 

 

Cat Hogwood  

A story of love, loss, trust and just how far you will go to survive.  

This book tells the story of Peggy, a young girl whose father is obsessed with 

survival and is convinced he must prepare for the end of the world. Peggy then 

finds herself dragged from the life she knows in search for a tiny wooden hut in 

a forest. 

This book examines how fragile the human mind can be and how love binds 

people together. The extent in which father and daughter go to, to make a life in 

the middle of nowhere is incredible. However at times I questioned whether all 

was as it seemed - were they really the only two people alive as her father said? 

How would you re-enter society if it was all a lie? How have the people you left 

behind changed? 

This book was very well written and there were many points in the book in 

which I found myself reassessing whether something more sinister was 

happening than Peggy realised. By the end of the book the puzzle pieces slip into 

place. 

I would recommend this book to lovers of slightly darker fiction. It 

was a compelling read. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

When book reveiws tell the reader that it is only at the final few 

pages is the truth revealed, there is none more true than this one.  

And what a build up through the course of the revealing!  

In 1976, Peggy is an only child 8 year old whose father is a 'survivalist' 

preparing the end of the world and whose German mother, Ute, is a renowned 

classical pianist.   

Her holiday in that year is spent in the summer heat wave living with all 

previous rules banished.  With her Mother's sudden need to re-find her career 

which had been on hold, she and her father spend nights camping in the garden, 



exploring the surrounding garden learning of what foods are safe to eat and 

what not, and ignoring all personal hygiene except for teeth brushing.    Joining 

them on this journey is a friend of her father's, fellow survivalist, Oliver 

Hannington.  And still, Ute has not returned despite promises of 'only 2.5 weeks' 

made by her father. 

Then, fast forward to 1985 and Peggy has returned to her family home after an 

absence of 9 years.  What occurred during those years is slowly revealed as 

page after page we follow her journey from 1976 London to an uninhabited 

remote land somewhere in Germany where Peggy and her father set up home in 

a wooden hut, die Hutte.  They somehow survive the extreme conditions of their 

first winter, on ever reducing supplies of food (having misjudged the quantities 

they would need) and slowly establish a routine. 

Then Rueben appears and suddenly Peggy begins to want more than the day to 

day struggles of living off the land. 

Who is Rueben?  Why is Peggy returning to 1985 London without her Father?  

You'll need to get to that FINAL page to find out, and boy is it worth the wait! 

 

Natalie Plant  

A well written book about the trials a young girl goes through before 

making her way back to human existence, interesting but just not for 

me.  

Eight year old Peggy is whisked away by her father one summer to spend a 

number of years in a remote hut in a forest in Germany, believing he and she 

are the last two people on Earth. Told from Peggy's point of view, the story is 

mostly set in that forest, but also in London where she has just returned home 

and is trying to come to terms with the lies she has been told.  

The blurb of this book really appealed to me, I find survivalism really 

interesting so was expecting a good read, unfortunately it just didn't grab me. It 

starts with Peggy looking back on spending time with her father whilst her 

mother is away, enjoying time in the garden and practising escape drills for the 

end of the world. Then things take a dark turn as she is taken across Europe, 

trekking through forest to get to Die Hutterite, where she will spend the next few 

years. 

The book was very well written, some brilliant descriptions made you feel as if 

you could be there in the forest, but I just found it very hard to connect with the 

characters. I wasn't expecting the twist at the end at all though! 



 

 

Joanne Nuttie 

This is a book like no other... It started off very slowly for me, mum, dad, 

daughter, family friends but then it took a very unexpected twist. 

What a well written book, Claire Fuller had me gripped from 50 

pages in. Her style of writing was both mature and intelligent and 

the way she told this story was truly unique.  

I don't want to say too much about the actual story as I would hate to spoil it. 

Did Reuben exist?? That's the biggest question for me, I want to say yes... I have 

to say yes... So the book had the ending I feel much happier with.  

I would recommend this book to anyone at my book clubs I would say nothing 

about it and would want the reader to take on this book blindly.  

Big praise for Claire Fuller. 

 

Nicola Crisp  

A thought-provoking book. How would we cope if we were the last two humans 

alive? Could we survive fending for ourselves in a remote cabin in the woods? 

But what if we were only 8 years old?  

This is a fascinating story about a father and daughter, survivalists, who head 

for a remote cabin hidden in distant woods, to escape the real world. Although it 

is told in flashback, the author gives nothing away. You really feel that you are 

experiencing the whole story as Punzel, with all of her bewilderment and pain. 

She doesn't understand where they are going or what is happening. Despite the 

flashbacks, you wonder how on earth she will survive. As the story unfolds, 

there seem to be more mysteries. You are left guessing right to the end. A great 

book that really built the suspense and intrigue, and was harder and 

harder to put down as I got nearer the end. 

 

Sarah Harper  

Intriguing, compelling, memorable and truly exceptional.  

What starts out as a fun game for young Peggy, living rough in the garden for 

the summer, somehow evolves into a brutal and dangerous trek culminating in 

9 years of isolation from the world. Effectively abducted by her survivalist 



father, Peggy is forced to live with him in die Hütte and, despite his 

preparations and provisions being woefully inadequate, he persists in keeping 

them there. Bit by bit Peggy’s hopes of returning to civilisation are shattered 

and when he announces that the world outside their valley has ended and that 

they are the only two survivors, their fate appears to be sealed. The brutality of 

their life is palpable and they come uncomfortably close to death on several 

occasions. Peggy grows into a young woman while her father slowly slides 

further into madness and the outcome for both of them was a constant worry, 

nagging at the back of my mind. How was this all going to end? 

‘Our Endless Numbered Days’ moved from intriguing to utterly compelling very 

quickly. After a certain point it was impossible to put down and, eschewing 

sleep, I read the remainder in a single sitting. I don’t know how much 

experience Claire Fuller has of isolation and self-sufficiency but her work is so 

totally believable that you could peg this as an autobiography. I felt the hunger 

and the cold so keenly it was almost a physical response. The whole experience 

stays with you long after you’ve closed the book and raved about it to anyone 

who’ll listen. It’s one of those stories which you’ll carry with you and find 

yourself mulling over in the days and weeks to come. A truly exceptional debut 

novel. 

 

Victoria Emerson  

Brilliant and intense - says it all! 

 

 

 

 

 


