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Alan Brown  

How can an author combine a 

teenage daughter, Orkney, 

different time frames, Norse 

mythology, teenage angst 

and a spy thriller. Read the 

book to see how brilliantly it 

can be done.  

The book ‘Orkney Twilight’ is 

written with a teenage daughter of 

an undercover policeman as the 

narrator. This adds to the book as 

the narration is informative not 

using gender as a reference point. 

A journey from the South of 

England to the Orkneys is used 

professionally to draw the reader 

in to the story. 

The story of the development of 

greater understanding of her 

world is a structure for the story and it is well developed by Clare Carson. 

Along the way the atmosphere of the Orkneys and their history is intertwined to 

the tale. Even a burial structure is used to show the history of daughter and her 

father as well as the maturing of the teenager. 

This book comes at the spy story from a different angle so that a number of 

questions are brought into play. Why was the companion male and not one of 

her female friends? What is the relationship between journalism, the police and 

protest groups? 

A different style, a different read. I feel grateful that I have read the story. A 



dream start. I am looking forward to the author's next book 

 

Ann Peet  

Original stylish thriller. 

This is a thriller mainly set in Orkney with a bolshy but engaging eighteen year 

old heroine. I liked the 1980s setting with its references to the miners' strike and 

the Cold War and the introduction of Norse mythology works well too as it helps 

build up the atmosphere of menace and danger.  

During the summer before she goes to Oxford Sam and her father, who is an 

undercover policeman, have a holiday in Orkney where she sees him having 

secret assignments and where she feels that she is being watched and followed. 

The plot has many twists and turns and you are never quite sure who is on 

which side and who are the "baddies". There are almost too many threads here. 

The more interesting aspect for me was the relationship between Sam and her 

father. It is well written with a clever building up of the tension and a dramatic 

climax. A good thriller but also an interesting insight into what it would be like 

to have a father who is an undercover policeman. With the occasional 

interweaving of myths and folk tales from Orkney it makes a 

haunting and original story. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

A real page turner but looking back, I am not sure what age of 

reader it was trying to attract.  

Sam is the 18 year old daughter of undercover policeman, Jim.  Jim is a remote 

(emotionally and all too often geographically) father.  However, at the age of 7, 

Sam learns something of her Father's work when he is forced to take her to his 

work when she is ill and off school. 

11 years later, when celebrating her birthday with family and friends, her 

drunken father appears claiming he does not have long to live - he is taking 

'time out' to pursuit his unfinished degree in history.  He'll do this during a 

week's break to Orkney. Sam decides to join him to 'keep an eye on him.'  

And so, we enter into this haunting and very clever thriller.  Her dad's secrecy, 

her own inquisitive mind and her drive to learn more of this man who has been 

so elusive for all of her life, leads her to follow his trail as he pursuits late night 

rendezvous with strangers, speaks in puzzles and so on.  And throughout, flash 



backs to memories of sights and words experienced during that day she spent 

with her dad when ill. 

This is all delivered in a fast paced and very readable style BUT....during the 

first half of the book, I felt the writer was playing with his audience, sending us 

on red herrings.  Thus it was almost disappointing to learn that it was not 

Sam's over active imagination that saw suspicion in everything her father did, 

but the truth.  And someone how that did not match the almost childish (and 

certainly young adult) style of writing. 

Orkney Twilight was still a brilliant read and for sure my 'in hindsight' 

reflections did detract from my enjoyment of reading the book. 

 

Sarah Hamid  

An atmospheric, and sometimes dark, thriller that draws you in 

towards its gripping climax. On a trip to Orkney, Sam starts to piece 

together her father's murky past.  

This long, yet easy to read novel tells the story of a father and a daughter who 

take a trip to Orkney. The girl, Sam, soon discovers that her dad's mysterious 

life is more complicated than she had thought. 

I have to admit that I chose to review this book purely because I was drawn to 

the title.  My late grandad's family originated in Orkney and before I married I 

had an Orcadian surname. Some of my family have holidayed in Orkney and 

talk fondly about the places they visited. I was interested to see if the book 

mentioned the places and the stories linked to them (which it did in part). 

So, back to the book. This book is definitely plot rather than character driven. 

This is perhaps a trait of thrillers. I haven't read many. I found the characters 

hard to connect with. To start with Jim, the father, and Liz, the mother made me 

think of a famous soap couple. Liz, being educated and having a chestnut bob, 

soon defined herself differently. Jim, though, being a bit of a drinker, remained 

in my head as the soap Jim. Sam didn't seem like the kind of girl to go to Oxford. 

However, having an academic mother made this more credible. 

I thought the different references to birds - and feathers, and the symbolism of 

these powerful and memorable. I also found the Norse myths interesting.  

However, I didn't like all of the language in this book, ie "bins" for "binoculars" 

and the repeated use of the word "smartarsery".  

I would recommend this book to people who like reading thrillers, possibly a 

man. It would also appeal to people with memories of the 1980s with its 



references to Greenham Common and the Miners' strike. Overall, an exciting 

read though rather emotionally unengaging. 

 

Ann  

This story, set in Orkney, about a rebellious young girl's search for the truth is 

full of intrigue and mysterious clues.  

Sam is a rebellious young woman who is determined to discover the truth about 

her policeman father. Jim is no ordinary policeman as Sam discovers at an 

early age when he takes her to where he works at the docks in Tilbury. He 

evades her questions about what he does there and refers to 'The Third 

Secretary'. Who can this be? Jim suggests that she could try being that person 

but insists she keeps everything a secret even from her mother. 

12 years later she accompanies her father to Orkney. She feels she is being 

watched and thinks this might have something to do with her activities at 

Greenham Common. Sam has invited a friend, Tom, to join them but soon 

realises this might have been a mistake as Tom asks too many questions about 

her father. 

On the island the tension grows. She, or her father, is definitely being watched. 

Why is Jim so interested in Norse Mythology? She doesn't accept his 

explanation that he is studying for a degree. What is the significance of the 

stone circle? 

This is an intriguing story with believable characters in a world of 

secrets. Descriptions of the island, the London streets and an 

underground passageway in the capital are superb. 

A great read that will keep you guessing. 

 

Sharon Matthews  

An interesting idea set in an interesting place that didn't quite live 

up to the promise.  

I was attracted to this book by the title and the blurb. Orkney Twilight conjures 

up magical landscapes and the blurb promised a haunting thriller. The book 

itself is basically split into 3 sections.  The first part sets the scene, the middle 

part is in Orkney with the remainder being back in the London area.  The 

Orkney part of the book was a bit long winded and lacking in any real action, 

although there was good descriptions on Norse heritage.  Sam (and Tom) 



seemed to wander around Orkney bumping into Jim and occasionally following 

him.  The final 20% seemed to be where all the real action was and I did enjoy 

the story more once Sam and Jim returned to London and once Sam starting 

investigating for herself.  However, I did like the author style and her 

characters and the book ending was satisfying so I would read other 

book by Clare Carson.  

 

Sophia Ufton  

Wow, super scary thriller. Brilliant book, wanted to read right to the 

very end.  

Best book by far!! Read it.... do not want to spoil any of this story. 

 

Edel Waugh 

This is the story about a cranky secret cop who is a little fond of the drink, and 

his inquisitive daughter and her quest to find out more about him while they 

both visit the Island of Orkney. Although Jim is bad tempered and abrupt pretty 

much all the time I found him very likeable and enjoyed reading his story. Spies, 

double agents, secrets and lies all combine in this story in which we can never 

be sure that everyone is who they seem to be. I enjoyed the setting of the story, I 

did not know much about Orkney before and so I had to look it up. The 

characters, especially Jim, was fascinating, his life was very cloak and dagger 

and it really intrigued me about why someone would do that type of job and 

what the world of the secret services is actually like.  

I recommend this to everyone who likes a thrilling good spy story 

that will keep you guessing. You will love this! 

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Malcolm Heyhoe 

In Clare Carson’s first novel an elusive undercover policeman is joined by his 

right-on daughter and her straight friend on a short break to Orkney where the 

suspicious and bickering teenagers try to discover just what Jim, the 

undercover policeman, is really getting up to on the island. 

 

  



Carson plunges into the Orkney setting with real gusto, displaying a strong feel 

for the natural world, and contrasting lyrical descriptions of the dynamic 

Scottish landscape with slow-building scenes of subterfuge and derring-do that 

seemed oddly reminiscent of a grown-up version of Enid Blyton’s ‘Famous Five’ 

stories. 

Though the premise of the novel seems slight, the policeman’s daughter is a 

plausible narrator yet her troubled relationship to her taciturn father ultimately 

fails to convince. In the real world, undercover cops are chameleons, but in this 

novel, policeman Jim is never more than a shadowy and insubstantial figure. 

Still, Carson gamely turns up the heat on her cat-and-mouse story with plenty 

of twists and turns and in the end ‘Orkney Twilight’ is a satisfying 

slow-burner rather than a page-turning thriller. 

 

Ray Orgill  

This story will prove essential reading for all fans of both police investigation 

and the dark world of the undercover spy.  Jim professes to be a mixture of both 

but his daughter Sam just does not believe him.  Sam is quite confident that her 

dad is a liar and she cannot work out which side of the track he is working for.  

She is no angel herself, smoking drugs and having been an active member of the 

Greenham Common Women and the CND.  The opportunity to accompany Jim 

on a trip to the Orkneys gives Sam the chance to investigate her father's 

dealings and to test her beliefs about him.  It is a fascinating but believable 

book filled with dark happenings, none of which tell the truth about 

what is happening.  

 

Marjorie Lacy 

I like reading books about the Scottish Islands, it is good to get a feel for Island 

life. 

The book is well written, covering a lot of subjects, Norse Mythology, the 1980's 

English Miners Strike to mentions of the K.G.B., and oh! by the way there is a 

crime story too! It was all cleverly plaited together to make an outstanding 

novel. 

The crime element has many twists and turns and it is difficult to guess who did 

it. I enjoyed this book, read it in two days! You can tell by that it 

captured my imagination. 

The only downside that I feel is that Sam at 18 years old did a lot, she thought 



using her education to puzzle things out, she was mega active and dragging 

Tom after her, although he had a different agenda. She was not at all like the 18 

year olds of my experience. 

The opposite side of that - there was no sex involved, which made a refreshing 

change! 

I will follow Clare Carson and read her future books.... 

 

Debbie Patrick  

Jim is an undercover policeman. His daughter Sam is a rebellious 18 year old 

with an inquisitive streak and she is determined to find out the truth about her 

father.  

Couldn’t really get into this book. Not sure why as it sounded good from the 

information I received with the book, it did sound like something I would enjoy 

but I struggled to get this finished. I have no idea what is missing in the 

book but it just didn’t keep me as interested as I thought it should. 

 

Jane Brown  

My mother’s side of the family originates from Orkney so I was pleased and 

intrigued when this popped onto my door mat. This book is due to be published 

in April 2015. 

This is Clare Carson’s debut novel; it is a dark thriller that interweaves with 

myths folk tales and some Norse mythology thrown into the mix from Orkney. 

It was interesting that the author writes this with a teenage daughter of an 

undercover policeman as the narrator – would appear strange had I not read 

this book- but it works. 

I enjoyed Clare’s style of writing and the characters extremely believable. This 

was a real page turner, scary and haunting; it keeps you guessing 

and the reader just has to read this book to the very end. 

This is an author to look out for I cannot wait for her next book. 

 

Joanne Baird  

Intriguing story when a hidden past comes to light.  

Sam has always been aware that there is something unusual and secretive 



about her father Jim's police job. When she accompanies him to Orkney, a place 

where they spent childhood holidays, Jim seems even more secretive than 

before, disappearing at odd times of the day and night. Sam sets out to play 

detective herself and discover just what it is her father has to hide. As they 

return to London, Jim's past catches up with him in a dramatic way and Sam 

finds her own life is in danger. 

I have mixed feelings about this book. I very much enjoyed the beginning and 

the part of the novel set in Orkney. The author's description of the Orkney 

landscape and nature was really atmospheric. However, I felt the last part of 

the novel almost felt like a different book, it was so different. To me it was a bit 

disjointed. Perhaps this was because I was expecting it to be more a book about 

the father/daughter relationship rather than a thriller. 

That said, it was a well written book and I never felt it was one I 

couldn't finish. 

 

Joy Bosworth  

It's different.  Very slow except when at breakneck speed.  

This book effectively conveys the time of the Miner's Strike.  There is a general 

atmosphere of futility which the teenage protagonist is enmeshed in that really 

is of the time. 

For those who know the part of Orkney where part of the story is set it must be 

like a trip out there with the smells and types of birds so clearly detailed. 

The unspoken "subject to how the strike affects this plan," is also put over very 

well. 

The description of a sub-river tunnel is the stuff of nightmares, the author is 

very good at portraying the normal/horrific. 

I didn't enjoy this book but would certainly try something else with a different 

setting if written by Clare Carson. 

 

Joan Hill  

Enigmatic, haunting and shadowy thriller set against the long 

summer twilight of beautiful Orkney. A must read for lovers of this 

genre.  

When undercover policeman Jim, Sam’s father, announces that he is going to 



Orkney one hot summer to give himself time and space to consider his future in 

the police force, Sam’s mother asks her to go along with him and to keep an eye 

on him. The family had once shared magical holidays on the island and Sam 

begins to feel the lure of her previous visits and decides to invite a friend to join 

them to keep her company. 

Once on the island Jim makes mysterious visits to ancient places steeped in 

history and mythology. His secrecy and clandestine meetings intrigue an 

inquisitive eighteen-year-old Sam. She spies on her father and becomes involved 

in his secrets and truths, leading her into dangerous and murky waters of 

unfinished police business and political wrongdoings. Then she discovers that 

‘The Watcher’, a shadowy character who both threatens and frightens her, is 

tracking her. She is determined to find out the truth of just what her father is 

involved in, but at what cost and how? 

This is a fast - paced thriller set against a hauntingly beautiful but 

remorselessly remote background. The finale, set in the underworld of London 

is both terrifying and shocking, but as Sam learns the truth of her father’s dark 

past and poignant secrets that he has hidden from her all of his life, so her 

relationship and respect for him grows. I thoroughly enjoyed this novel and 

have no hesitation in recommending it as a great read for this genre. 

 

Cathy Burman 

I would liken this book to a jig saw puzzle. It starts quite slowly with what 

appears to be a number of random pieces that are difficult to join together. As 

you read on you begin to achieve a bit of an outline (the framework) and you 

start to join the pieces together steadily. You’re then near the end and it becomes 

very frantic with pieces going in very rapidly and wildly until you finish the 

puzzle and solve the mystery- well to some extent as there are still a few loose 

ends even when you have finished!  

The story revolves around Sam and her detective Dad who she soon realises she 

knows very little about. He takes her and her friend Tom (a journalist in the 

making and a little too inquisitive for Sam's liking) on a trip to Orkney where 

Sam soon discovers a number of enigmas that she and Tom try to investigate 

and unravel. I had a little difficulty in identifying or caring emotionally about 

the characters in this book but the story kept my interest.  I felt that the ending 

was very fast paced and unpredictable and I think that this book will 

appeal to readers who enjoy thrillers and mysteries. It was well 

researched and therefore believable and the style of writing made it an easy 



read. 

 

Nicola Kingswell  

Conspiracy theories, family histories, Norse mythologies and the Scottish 

Islands.  

Sam has plenty of suspicions about her dad, Jim, and what he does for a living. 

He claims to be an undercover policeman but Sam thinks he may be involved in 

something deeper. Or just delusional. When Jim goes to Orkney to recharge his 

‘batteries’, Sam and her friend Tom, an aspiring journalist, accompany him. 

Once in Orkney, the Sam and Tom get drawn into the Norse history of the place, 

plus trying to uncover what Jim is up to. Once the trio return to London, things 

don’t go well for Jim and Sam gets drawn deeper into the murky underworld in 

a bid to uncover the truth about Jim. 

I’m still not entirely sure what to make of this book. The first three quarters 

were not as gripping as I’d hoped.  I thought Orkney would have been 

more dominant in the book. However, the last quarter of the book once 

Sam, Tom and Jim had returned to London was a proper page-

turner of a thriller. I raced through to find out whodunit! 

 

Lisa Redmond 

Part spy thriller, part detective novel, part family drama and part coming of 

age story ‘Orkney Twilight’ is a beautifully written evocative novel set in 

London and Scotland in the early 1980s. It features undercover policeman Jim 

who is struggling with alcohol addiction and a failed marriage and his bright 

and rebellious daughter Sam who is about to go away to Oxford. Together they 

and Sam’s friend trainee journalist Tom travel to Orkney at midsummer and 

while Sam and Tom attempt to find out what Jim is up to Sam becomes 

convinced that she is being followed. Sam soon becomes mixed up in a dark and 

shadowy world and tragedy is only ever a wrong turn away. Full of 

references to Norse mythology and the gorgeous twilight of an 

Orkney summer, perfect for fans of Erin Kelly, Ann Cleves and Peter 

May. 

 

Ruth Carson 

I found this a strange book to read. It is described as a thriller but I was at least 



two thirds of the way through the book before it became the least bit thrilling. It 

was a well written book but very disappointing as a thriller. 

 


