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Ann Peet  

Clever retelling of Greek myths 

through the voices of Odysseus and 

Penelope.  

I really liked the idea of this book - the 

story of Odysseus and other Greek myths 

retold with a modern twist. Most of it is in 

the first person alternating between the 

voices of Odysseus and Penelope. 

Odysseus tells his story as a soldier in a 

blunt, straightforward manner, not 

glossing over the violence and with a lot 

of swearing whereas Penelope's sections 

draw on myth and legend and use poetic 

and lyrical language. This contrast works 

well and I have to say that if we only had 

Odysseus's sections I would have stopped 

reading as the constant swearing would 

have been too much for me. 

It is a very clever book looking at the 

effects of war on soldiers and showing 

that the legends of the Trojan wars have their counterparts in more recent 

military action. Like The Iliad and The Odyssey it is an epic story both in length 

and in themes - war, peace, love and revenge. I found it hard-going in places 

partly because of the coarse language and partly because there is little change 

of pace. I had also hoped for more from Penelope's viewpoint rather than the 

story of Odysseus. It is a tremendous achievement and a very clever re-

interpretation of ancient Greek literature but I'm afraid it didn't really capture 

my interest or imagination and so didn't live up to my hopes and expectations. 

 



Angie Rhodes  

Odysseus is back from the sea, back to Ithaca and his wife Penelope, and to a 

different life. 

This is Greek Mythology with a difference. The story itself is a clever 

one, mixing Odysseus's "true account" of the Trojan War with Penelope's 

"mystical account". There are scenes which I did find hard to read (rape 

scenes), and the talk of rape was not good reading. 

 

Sarah Musk  

A highly stylised book about the Trojan Wars and the adventures of 

Odysseus.  A fantastic telling of the story but beware the extreme 

violence.  

I've never read a book quite like this before. I actually wasn't sure whether to 

carry on reading it.  However, the story of the Trojan Wars and the adventures 

of Odysseus were very compelling and it kept me reading. 

The writing of ‘Penelope's Web’ is very stylised which takes a bit of getting used 

to.  I can see that a lot of people would like this particular style of writing - 

rough, ready, gangster-style - but I didn't particularly like it.  For me it got in 

the way of the fantastic story.  Everyone knows the story of Helen of Troy- her 

elopement with Paris and her husband, Menelaus, gathering an army to bring 

her back but what Christopher Rush does do very well is show the dark side of 

the participants in the war.  Nobody is very pleasant.  There are a few more 

'noble' characters (well compared to the rest they are) - such as King Priam, 

Nestor and probably Odysseus (even though he is no angel).  Everyone else is 

mostly shown to be self-seeking, violent, weak, disloyal, vain - there are few 

people to admire.   

Is this a true picture of how war really was in those far off times?  Human 

nature is here in all its awfulness - probably no different from today.  

Christopher Rush has written an honest book which I know my husband will 

enjoy since there are lots of bloodthirsty battle scenes.  For my part - I finished it 

because the story hooked me in but I can't say I really enjoyed it! 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy  

As someone very interested in ancient history and mythology I started this book 

with great anticipation. With many known characters, this albeit fictional 



autobiography of Odysseus started well but somehow it got bogged down here 

and there. Five years in the writing, I felt it made it more to satisfaction of the 

writer than reader. The story was interesting enough to complete, and I like 

reading such books but to me it was overwritten with the use of old language 

(or in todays world, the over indulgence of what have become swear words.)   It 

felt more academic than entertaining and I had hoped it would be both.  Some 

of it was brilliant but overall it was not something I would 

recommend to anyone, even others with an academic background.  

Something just wasn’t right.  I was so disappointed. 

 

Gill Dally-Fitzsimons  

A compelling read.  

‘Penelope’s Web’ is an interestingly and refreshingly modern take on the classic 

story of Odysseus and the Trojan War. The book neatly shifts perspectives 

throughout its duration, using Penelope’s weaving to illustrate the classical 

mythology of the ‘known’ story and Odysseus’ narrative to describe his reality of 

the war, its heroes, and his wandering journey towards home after its end.  

Some readers may find the contemporary attitudes and adult language used 

throughout rather disconcerting, but it allows Odysseus some fittingly brutal 

insights into the pointlessness of the war, the flawed nature of its heroes, and 

the thoughts of a soldier who doesn’t feel that he will return home as the same 

person who left. For me, a compelling read. 

 

Ed Robson  

‘Penelope’s Web’ is a retelling of the ancient Classical legend of the 

war between Greece and Troy, a gory and sexualised romp that is 

not for the fainthearted.  

The principal narrator is Odysseus, whose story runs parallel to the 

romanticised account told by Penelope. The term ‘web’ refers to the characters 

and stories spun by Penelope into a web of lies; a modern parallel with the 

worldwide web and its capacity to create myths from falsehood is strongly 

suggested. The novel contrasts Odysseus’ narrative with brief sections from the 

point of view of both Penelope and an unseen narrator. The story is told with 

remarkable energy and impressive erudition, with the giants of Greek legend 

reduced to ordinary people who demonstrate both prodigious fighting abilities 

and human, emotional failings. 



Whilst this approach is undoubtedly innovative and shows a breathtaking 

grasp of the characters and stories of Classical myth, the book suffers from 

being overlong and repetitive, particularly in the first half of the story, where 

page after page is devoted to identical, gruesome descriptions of death in battle. 

The idea of recasting Odysseus as a foul-mouthed killer, rather than the 

traditional character of legend, is initially shocking and intriguing, but the 

endless stream of vulgar invective palls quickly (and this is a 500-page novel). 

Despite this, I would cautiously recommend ‘Penelope’s Web’ to both lovers of 

war fiction and those who are familiar with Greek mythology (in the interests of 

subversion and for the shock value)! but would include a strong profanity 

warning at the same time. 


