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Phyl Smithson 

Very surprised how this book 

quickly became unputdownable.  

I anticipated it would be a run of 

the mill marriage in troubled 

waters but it was so much more.  

Claire really does have a ‘perfect home’ 

but when she agrees that it become the 

topic for a glossy, interiors magazine 

article, questions begin to form about 

the significance of its importance to her 

marriage.  Does her husband (William) 

think more of the home and perfecting 

it than his marriage and his children?  

Does Claire want more than being a 

housewife trying to keep her fraught 

husband calm as their children do 

what children do, spill things, mark 

things, damage things? 

When the writer and photographer 

arrive to interview Claire and her family and to film their perfect home, it is the 

trigger that results in her questions slowly being answered.  The answers lead 

her to make a decision that changes her’s and her family’s whole lives.  Stefan, 

the photographer, is the trigger. 

They stand on the edge of ‘what might be’ but there is no doubt, that precipice is 

very tempting to jump into.   

If you are heading for a holiday in the sun, then this is the one for you.  It’s very 

well written.  Rings a bell that allows it to be credible.  Makes you laugh, get 

angry, pose your own questions.  And ends bringing a smile to your face. 

Thanks Kate Glanville 



Celia Cohen  

A real page turner. Ideal holiday reading.  

I really enjoyed this book. I was with Claire all the way, willing her to do the 

right thing for her not just her husband and children. I found all the 

characters so well drawn that they became real, not just names on a 

page. It's a perfect book to take with you on holiday. Sitting in the sun with a 

glass of wine in one hand and this book in the other - you won't be able to put it 

down. 

 

Joy Bosworth  

Easy to start but very hard to leave off!  

Claire has it all, and refreshingly she has a sense of humour too. 

From the perfect home to her craft business she is thoroughly "now" and really 

likeable.  This could have something to do with her attitude to chocolate and not 

keeping up the perfect façade! 

It's a really good book to get lost in and not want to emerge from. 

 

Christine Phillips - twitter @Chrisph48 

First book read by Kate but it won't be the last one. I thoroughly 

enjoyed it and I read it in 2 days as I was hooked.  

Claire has three beautiful children, a gorgeous husband, William and a growing 

vintage textile business. The photo shoot by Idyllic Homes of their stunning 

cottage gives her more than she expected. 

William has a busy job by day and evenings and weekends he is passionately 

extending their home, with a new conservatory, a new kitchen etc. 

Stefan the photographer for the magazine is gorgeous and charming and makes 

Claire laugh, he is good with the children and the cat. There is a definite spark 

between them and Claire begins to question her perfect life. 

Claire's spare time is taken up with creating and sourcing things for her new 

business, 'Emily Love'. 

Her and William don't spend much time together like they did before the 

children came along. Her favourite room is the kitchen filled with colour and 

fittings she chose and made. The rest of the house has been William and his 



mothers vision. 

Life has a way of moving you in different directions, some of those not planned. 

This book for me was an excellent read, I warmed to the characters easily and 

was unsure of the outcome until just before the end. I recommend you to read 

this I am sure you will enjoy. 

A perfect home is where the heart is. 

 

Jane Brown  

A great summer chick lit read with all the fluffiness of a 

marshmallow predictable yet a lovely romance.  

I read this on the sunbed on holiday as this popped through the letterbox from 

Lovereading as I was about to leave to fly off for a much needed break. 

I did enjoy this book, it is chick lit and a bit gooey like a marshmallow. After the 

strains of work this was easy to read. 

Claire the main character has the life we all want, fab home own business, kids 

and gorgeous husband you think what more do want I would settle for that.  

Then along comes a photographer to shoot photographs for the predictably 

named Idyllic Home magazine in the middle of a heatwave for the Christmas 

edition. 

Predictably again Claire realises life may not be as perfect as she once thought. 

This is a good summer book it is escapism and a good romance. 

 

Maggie Crane  

This book was a delight to read, well written, smooth, seamless, 

engaging and so difficult to put down, resulting in a feeling of loss 

when I reached the end. A beautiful story of a woman immersed in the 

wants of others with enormous unrealised potential within her ignored by a self 

indulgent husband. This author takes the reader into the lives of all the 

characters, providing an insight into how circumstances can change lives in 

dramatic ways. 

 

Anne Cater - www.randomthingsthroughmyletterbox.blogspot.co.uk and 

twitter @annecater    



Having the perfect house does not always make a perfect home.  A story of 

finding yourself and finding love.  

Claire has the perfect house. Her husband William has devoted all of his spare 

time to ensuring that their house is beautiful; a place that the top interior 

magazines are dying to feature in their glossy pages. 

Claire would rather that William spent more time on her and their children, she 

doesn't really mind a couple of chips in the paintwork, or stains on the newly 

laid oak floor, and yearns for a house that is more of a home than a showpiece. 

The photographer who is sent by the magazine sees more than the perfection of 

a house. He is funny, he gets on with the kids, he even doesn't mind the cat.  

He notices Claire. 

A love story that gently unfolds, with humour and compassion. With 

characters who feel as real as your neighbours, and a message about 

how perfection is often only on the surface. 

 

Alison Bisping 

Superb writing by Kate Glanville. 

It gives a great insight into everyday family life.  What happens after that 

initial flush of romance and excitement wears off. 

This is the story of Claire, her husband and children and how certain decisions 

can change your life forever.  It seems they have it all - a lovely thatched 

cottage, her own growing business, fit and healthy children - but all is not as it 

seemed.   I really warmed to the characters - to start with, I thought the book 

was going to be boring and quite predictable but it was anything but that. 

I couldn't put it down.  I wanted to know what happened next in their lives.  

Would they live happily ever after - the fairytale they wanted? 

I haven't read Heartstones yet, Kate Glanville's other novel, but I can't wait to 

read that now - I've been introduced to a new author.  Enjoy the book 

but don't read it when you are very busy - you won't get anything 

else done! 

 

Kimberley  

I absolutely LOVED this book! 



The author made me sad when Claire was sad, happy when Claire was happy 

and actually took me back to my first heartbreak when she had her heart 

broken. 

I couldn't recommend this book more, it was funny, sad, 

heartbreaking and hopeful, a real roller coaster of a read. 

I can't wait to read more from Kate Glanville! 

 

Joanne Nuttie  

This book reminded me of a good old fashioned Mills and Boon. The romance in 

this book especially between Claire and Stefan was innocent and twee. The 

clothes Claire wore and the places they visited made me smile. It was an old 

fashioned Romance something I haven't read in a very long time.  

At first I thought oh no!! This book is going to drag on, but very 

quickly I started to enjoy it. I preferred some characters more than others. 

William drove me mad, so glad I wasn't married to him!! But I was enchanted 

my Claire and so wanted her to shine as excel at what she was good at...  

There is a gasping shock that turned the story into a different read, with an 

ending I wasn't expecting. Did feel as though the ending was rushed slightly and 

would have liked Stefan to have appeared a bit earlier. 

All in all a good, easy to read romantic novel. 

 

Caz Barnett 

Claire has a beautiful house, about to be featured in a glossy magazine, but she 

doesn't feel at home there. Glanville capably captures the chaos and lack of time 

which all mothers will recognise and Claire`s husband gives her scant support, 

endlessly speeding off on yet another DIY project as he strives to create the 

perfect home, oblivious to the fact that he is missing precious time with his 

growing family and lonely wife. He fails to be a proper father and husband, 

worrying only about an exterior. Stefan, the photographer sent to do the feature 

is, of course, gorgeous, reminding Claire that she is not just an artist and 

mother, but a woman. We watch their growing relationship and the trials they 

face… 

This is a pleasant read which will probably appeal most to women. 

 



Sarah Jones  

Well written but annoying main character.  

Claire has the perfect home, but not necessarily the perfect life. When her house 

is photographed for an interior design magazine the photographer makes 

Claire start to question her life as well as her husband William and her love for 

him. 

This was a very well written book with very realistic characters, possibly too 

realistic. I'm sorry to say I didn't really like Claire, the main protagonist. I 

found her very selfish and self centred and whilst her husband William had 

many faults, he didn't deserved her treatment of him.  Claire thought she 

deserved more but wasn't prepared to work for it, or even talk to her husband 

about their problems. She embarked on her affair easily and it seemed with little 

regret, which I disliked. Claire's best friend Sally was more the sort of woman I 

could imagine being friends with and I liked her uncompromising views and the 

steadfast support she provided Claire with. I was also touched by the 

relationship of Claire's mother Elizabeth and would have enjoyed reading more 

about her.  

I did enjoy this book but couldn't fully see past my personal dislike for the main 

character, so overall I was disappointed. 

 

Sue Muir  

If you like a feel-good easy-to-read romantic novel this book will 

have you curling up on the sofa for a good few hours.  

If you just want to pull on a comfy jumper, curl up on a soft sofa and get lost in 

a book for a few hours this is the book for you. You will be drawn into Claire’s 

story in her perfect home. It’s a comforting, easy to read love story with some 

interesting corners. Claire’s perfect home is reviewed and photographed for a 

magazine. Each chapter is headed with a sentence giving us a clear insight into 

her home and perfect life.  It is a home to die for, full of carefully chosen 

beautiful antique and junk furniture, and full of stylish hand crafted things that 

Claire has made herself for her business "Emily Love". The story descends into 

tragedy and Claire’s world changes from the perfect life into chaos. A strong 

woman at heart she manages to rebuild her life again. The whole story works 

out well.  I did find however one or two of the actions of the characters a little 

hard to believe… and maybe the ending perhaps just a little too perfect… 


