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Edel Waugh 

The story begins by introducing us 

to a woman called Dana. Dana is a 

wife to a handsome husband and 

mother to a bright son and lives in a 

nice community and has a nice life. 

The darker side to the story is that 

Dana has mental health issues and 

on the day her friend is murdered 

there is great big blanks in her 

memory. The deceased, Celia, was a 

friend and neighbour of Dana's  but 

from the beginning we have to 

question just how good a friend was 

she and could Dana have possibly 

murdered her and if so why. Dana's 

mental health means we question 

every memory she shows us but also 

shows us if someone tried to frame 

her, her illness could help whoever 

did the murder using her illness as a 

pawn. There was a lot of red herrings in the story and I did not see the end 

coming, it was perfect. If you want a really good mystery then 

definitely read this. I could not guess who the killer was and I was 

stunned.  

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Suzanne Marsh 

Soon as I saw ‘The Pocket Wife’ I just knew had to read Susan Crawford's first 

novel. 



‘The Pocket Wife’ starts off with neighbour Celia, who invites Dana Catrell to her 

house and shows Dana a photo of Dana's husband with another woman. With 

Dana upset that her husband has a Tart, on the scene, this led to Dana and Celia 

drinking heavy.  

Dana finds her neighbour Celia has been brutally murdered in her own home. 

With Dana drinking heavy she has no memory about what happened, she 

doesn't even know if she killed Celia or not and is struggling to remember what 

was the last thing that she said to Celia.  

What readers can expect are that lots of twists and turns are built into this 

story. ‘The Pocket Wife’ is a gripping domestic psychological thriller 

ideal for fans that like reading ASA Harrison and Sabine Durrant.  

www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

 

Joy Bosworth 

‘The Pocket Wife’ - such a predictable book on the first page - so many 

more layers and factors the further you read!  

Written in the present tense I found the book quite annoying at first.  Whilst a 

person with mental problems may see a coloured ribbon of speech issuing from 

a character, even a basic ambulance siren or falling leaf has an over-elaborate 

description.  But by a few chapters in I had begun to ignore the annoyances to 

get to the bottom of whodunit.   

Is a metal breakdown enough reason to doubt the evidence of your own eyes?  

In an expensive suburb unfaithful husbands seem to be the norm.  The only 

question is who would be foolish enough to become entangled with them.  Only 

one male character stands out as a decent human being with a kind attitude to 

strays on both four and two legs. But he has personal problems and has to 

choose between family and career. 

It isn't easy to get into, but neither is it easy to get out of! 

 

Phylippa Smithson 

This is not just a race against time to solve the murder of Celia, but a race for 

Dana to learn the truth before she descends into a next bout of manic 

depression.  

Right from the get-go this book will capture your interest.  



The opening paragraphs introduced a very hungover Dana and we soon learn 

the reason.  On returning to her home, she is called (commanded) to go over to 

her neighbour's Celia, 'a matter of life or death' is given as the reason.  To cope 

with what she learns, that Celia has a photo of her husband taken in what looks 

to be an intimate conversation with another woman, she accepts an alcoholic 

drink, followed by very many more.  When she comes too in her own home, she 

is alerted to a siren which stops outside the same neighbours home - her 

drinking partner is dead. 

And then the pace of the book really charges forward as the very many possible 

murderers, including Dana herself, come to the attention of Jack Moss, leading 

the investigation 

As Dana's mania slowly takes over, her behaviour and thoughts become ever 

more erratic, not helped by doubts of her own innocence.  She is compelled to 

prove her 'not guilty' before the mania finally takes over but in so doing, will the 

truth be equally shocking. 

If you enjoyed 'Before I Go to sleep,' then this is very definitely for you. 

 

Debbie Patrick 

“She closes her eyes and tries to remember the last thing she said to Celia. She 

thinks it was "I don’t ever want to see you again"”. 

This sounded like the sort of book I usually enjoy. But although it had all the 

ideas of a great story it didn’t keep my attention the way I had hoped. It was 

an ok read but not as good as I had expected and looked forward to. 

 

Joan Sidwell 

This is the debut novel from an American writer, opening with a murder in the 

suburbs of New York.  Dana Catrell, with a history of manic depression, awakes 

in her own home one afternoon after a heavy drinking session with her 

neighbour Celia, to learn of Celia’s brutal murder only a few hours earlier.  

Celia was found where Dana last saw her and where they argued after Celia 

showed Dana photographs of her own husband, Peter, with another woman.  

Trying to piece together the events of the afternoon, Dana starts to doubt herself 

and as sinister things happen to her in and around her own home, Dana spirals 

further and further into an abyss from which there seems no escape. 

The detective in charge of the case, Jack Moss, is a world weary old school 



detective with his own troubles and demons and as his investigations get a little 

too close to home for his own comfort their two worlds collide. 

The book is told in the present tense which adds to the menace and 

the story is a very good one with a satisfactory conclusion, one 

which kept me guessing throughout the book.  Susan Crawford 

successfully evokes the feeling of a hot steamy summer in small town America 

and this creates an atmosphere very much in keeping with the story.   However, 

other than Jack Moss, I didn’t feel any particular empathy or rapport with the 

characters, even Dana, which was a little disappointing in such an enjoyable 

book.   

 

Jillian McFrederick  

A psychological thriller which hinges on marital deception, mental illness and 

the way alcohol can obliterate memory. 

Dana becomes convinced that she was the cause of her neighbour's death, and 

the narrative follows her as the true story unfolds. 

Well told and gripping we root for Dana even as the extent of her mental illness 

is revealed. Her husband’s duplicity and ultimate betrayal adds to the sense of 

injustice and by the ending we are relieved at the hint of hope for Dana's future. 

A satisfying read, well told and gripping. 

 

Gavin Dimmock  

Dana awakes from a drunken afternoon to discover her neighbour 

has been murdered. Dana cannot recall if she killed the neighbour 

and descends into paranoia.  

This story concerns Dana and the murder of her neighbour. Dana wakes from a 

drunken afternoon unable to recall if she killed the neighbour. Her state of mind 

is fragile and we are witness to her mental breakdown as the investigation 

continues. 

I struggled to enjoy this book and found it difficult to summon the will to 

continue with it. I began it on February 19th and didn't finish reading it until 

March 25th. Even with February being a short month that is still far too long 

for a book with a little over 300 pages. 

I thought the writing style was quite good and easy enough to read; it was 

simply that the characters, with the possible exception of detective Jack Moss, 



very hard to like or engage with. Each one game across as distasteful, mean 

spirited, and simply unlikable and I found myself not caring about them as a 

result. In fact, I thought the depiction of the relationships between them, 

husbands and wives, neighbour to neighbour, parent and child, to be quite 

depressing. 

I don’t know if the depiction of Dana’s mental fragility is accurate, the writing 

seemed to portray a confused and paranoid mind, but I couldn't find much to 

like about her. 

Having said that, I was determined to persevere with it and, in doing so, found 

the last 10-15% to be a little reward for struggling through the previous pages. 

The writer is obviously talented, her poetry and short stories have won her 

awards, but I didn't really enjoy this, her first novel. Would I give her another 

try? I don't know for sure. At this stage, I would have to say no. 

https://themoustachioedreader.wordpress.com  

 @Gav_The_Bantam 

 

 

  

 


