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Rachael Anderson  

An absorbing detective 

mystery. Gripping, and 

somewhat macabre, from the 

very start. Not to be missed if 

you previously enjoyed the 

likes of Ian Rankin.  

'Prayer for the Dead' is the fifth 

novel in the Inspector Maclean 

series. This is the first time that I 

have read anything by James 

Oswald. Whilst it may help to 

have read the previous novels to 

get a fuller picture of the central 

character of Maclean, I found that 

'Prayer for the Dead' can easily 

stand on its own as an enjoyable 

crime mystery. 

The opening pages are narrated 

by an unknown murderer.  The 

reader then enters Maclean's 

world. We initially see him being asked by a journalist, Dalgliesh, to investigate 

the disappearance of one of her colleagues. Before he is able to do this, a body 

turns up in a cave underneath Edinburgh, only accessible through a network of 

underground passages.  The crime scene perplexes the police as there is a lack of 

trace evidence.  

Inspector Maclean is a likeable character.  Even though he is somewhat 

hardened by the crimes, he has seen throughout his career and life, he still 

retains a sense of compassion and a desire for justice. Alongside the above 



murder, Maclean has to deal with development company who are very 

persistent in terms of buying the land upon which his former home once stood 

until it was burned to the ground. These events and characters are expertly 

woven into the novel by Oswald. 

The novel is fast paced and makes you want to go on reading until you have 

finished it. I will definitely now read the previous novels in this detective series. 

 

Pam Kennedy  

This book was okay, I found it a bit slow.  

I have read this book and found it quite interesting but for me it seemed a little 

bit slow   I did however like the lovely Inspector Tony McLean and his cats.  I 

also liked the lack of bad swearing it is getting tiresome all the bad language 

that we have in books so this was very refreshing. I will certainly read more of 

James Oswald. 

 

Susan Burton  

Did not disappoint, a thoroughly entertaining and gripping book.  

I have read every book by James Oswald and this was as good as the others.  

Inspector McLean is a character you either really like or don't and his 

interaction with other work colleagues is interesting and rather sad.  I thought 

that I had the culprit near the beginning of the book but was completely wrong.  

I would highly recommend this book to other readers. 

 

Carol Peace  

James Oswald does it again with another un-missable Inspector 

McLean Novel.  

Inspector McLean once again is involved in a multiple murder case, I have read 

a McLean novel before but it wasn't necessary to be able to enjoy this book.  

It starts with a couple of pages of dialect from an unknown murderer and then 

Inspector McClean is asked by a journalist to help her in finding out what has 

happened to her colleague and even though the policeman’s instincts tells him 

otherwise he says he will and Jo Dalgleish explains that Ben Stevenson has not 

been seen for a while. He takes the details but he has enough on his plate when 

he is called to a crime scene where a body has been found. The death is a strange 



one and the body is found in a cave which is beneath Edinburgh and only 

accessible through underground passages. There is no trace evidence at all left 

at the scene which seems very unlikely but then when another body is found 

even though in different circumstances entirely he thinks it may be the work of 

one killer but how he will convince his superiors is beyond him. His private life 

is in turmoil too when a construction company will just not take no for an 

answer when he tells them he will not sell his land to them and then the 

mysterious fire which leaves just one flat standing without any damage 

whatsoever. 

Great read and James Oswald gets you hooked and has so many things going 

on in the peripheral that tries to distract you, or does it!. 

 

Janet Gilliard 

This is the 5th in the Inspector McLean series. It is a crime novel mixed with the 

supernatural. To really enjoy this it needs to be read in sequence. The death of a 

journalist and a nurse are connected maybe to the Freemasons and Templars. 

It is an assured mix of crime and supernatural and thoroughly 

enjoyable. I have read all of these and am enjoying the development 

of the character of Inspector MacLean. The glimpses of his private life 

add to the story. Highly recommended. 

 

Melanie Rose  

A gripping crime novel.  

This is the 5th in the Inspector McLean series.  If you haven't read any of the 

previous books it may be difficult to grasp some of the references to the past 

(mainly previous case and personal history) but persevere as it is well worth a 

read for any fans of crime fiction.   

Inspector McLean is a no-nonsense detective and work is his priority - so much 

so that he sometimes comes across as a bit lonely so it is nice to see his 

interaction with the other characters, particularly the journalist, as it shows he 

does have a caring side. 

The pace of this book kept me turning the pages well into the night, 

and although I didn't want the story to end, I so wanted to see what would 

happen next.  I look forward to the next in the series. 

 



Lisa Lamb  

Another absolutely cracking mystery from James Oswald, highly 

recommended!  

I have read all of the ‘Inspector McLean’ novels by James Oswald, and this one 

did not disappoint.  

There is always plenty of intrigue and mystery to these tales and more than a 

hint of other wordly goings on! 

Refamiliarising myself with Tony McLean, Madame Rose (and the cats!) 

Grumpy Bob, McBride and Ritchie was like catching up with old friends. The 

characters are so likeable and you really want to know what happens to them 

next (what’s going on with Ritchie... perhaps we will find out in the next 

installment!) 

Highly recommend this book, this one kept me guessing to the end, and I 

for one can’t wait for the next one. 

 

Clare Turner 

This is the fifth book in the Inspector McLean series; it is not necessary to have 

read the others to be completely gripped - but if you haven’t you are indeed 

fortunate, as a treat awaits you in the first four.  

Detective Inspector Tony McLean is complex and damaged but likeable – a 

dedicated policeman with an amazing work ethic who, as his boss says bitterly, 

is “all about justice for victims.” This time McLean has three bodies to deal with, 

starting with a missing journalist. The most astonishing common factor in all 

the murders seems to be the total lack of forensic evidence, and a baffling search 

culminates in a chilling final attempt at another gruesome killing. In the course 

of the book he is helped and hindered by many regulars – including the 

pompous and exasperating Duguid, the transvestite medium Madam Rose and 

the gleeful pathologist Angus Cadwallader, all adding to the richness and 

complexity of the story-telling. 

The McLean books, which are thoroughly Scottish and reminiscent in some 

ways of Stuart Mac Bride and Ian Rankin, could not be classified as classic 

crime novels, though they are tightly constructed and well told. They 

are rather more sinister; there are unexplained forces at work 

(Oswald himself has spoken of the possibility of evil spirits working through 

people.) And a dark and eerie Edinburgh is an appropriate setting for crimes 

which all have supernatural aspects. 



It is a great read – and Oswald promises us that there are more to 

come! 

 

Evelyn Barrett 

Having just finished ‘Prayer for the Dead’, I’m ashamed to admit that it was my 

first James Oswald read.  Fast-moving and gripping, it kept me up at 

night. From gory murders to McLean’s growing family of cats, each 

page increases the tension.  

McLean and his colleagues are well developed characters, with the storyline 

affording a good balance between their professional and private lives.  

Edinburgh is the perfect back-drop for sinister goings on. Narrow and chill 

passageways, underground caves and to top it all the dark outline of the castle, 

is there another city with so much tartan noir atmosphere?  Oswald exploits 

every last drop. You should read this book – just not when you’re 

alone. 

This is the fifth book in the Inspector McLean series, and the intriguing 

references to past events, has left me keen for the other four.   

 

Arlene Davidson – twitter @sarlene63 

A brilliant story from James Oswald- gripping storyline, well 

developed characters, set in Edinburgh! What's not to like!  

‘Prayer for the Dead’ is the fifth instalment of the Inspector McLean series set in 

Edinburgh.  

The book starts with a few pages spoken from the killer’s point of view. You are 

then pulled into a story of which keeps you gripped right to the end. The first 

body is found deep in the heart of the Gilmerton Cove – Inspector McLean is 

called to the scene and from there the story slowly unfolds. The body is found to 

be of journalist Ben Stevenson- a friend of Jo Dalglish  - another journalist who 

chases McLean at every opportunity. Another two bodies follow and all crime 

scenes have very little evidence leaving McLean and his team baffled.  

Having read all the books in the McLean series, I really enjoyed this book. The 

characters have developed well throughout the series, each likeable in their own 

way- Stuart MacBride, Grumpy Bob , Madame Rose -even the pompous 

Duguid. Mrs McCutcheons’s cat also makes an appearance!  

I really liked how the once strained and tense relationship between McLean and 



Dalglish changed and the two formed an unlikely alliance.  

Although the killer was caught there were still questions left unanswered- can’t 

wait until the next book! 

 

Anita Wallas 

James Oswald hits the spot with ‘A Prayer for the Dead’, a 

satisfyingly complex murder mystery with a supernatural twist.  

This is the fifth book in the series and whilst it works well as a stand alone, there 

are references to events in earlier books. It's good to see a mellowing Grumpy 

Bob and DS Ritchie developing in both character and storyline. The tale starts 

in some dark dank caves below Edinburgh.  Oswald is excellent at creating an 

almost palpable sense of atmosphere and tension.  The opening scenes are stark 

and there's a truly chilling and fetid feel as events unfold.  The crime is cold and 

calculated and the narrative is controlled by the killer as he dispatches his first 

victim. 

Inspector McLean is soon on the scene and a well paced plot centres on a race to 

find the killer as more bodies turn up. The killer is a manipulative shadowy 

figure and there's a strong sense of threat and menace each time he controls the 

narrative. This builds tension and keeps the plot tight. 

James Oswald knows just how to tap into the inherent sense of the supernatural 

and unknown that most of us have.  Some things defy rational behaviour and 

belief.  The darker arts and the classic struggle between good and twisted evil lie 

just below the surface.  The story remains plausible, occasionally grisly and 

unsettling. 

Inspector McLean is a likeable character; he has a sense of humour, is 

compassionate and sometimes unconventional. Although haunted by past 

events, his life is moving forward and various threads are woven through this 

and earlier stories. I was swept along by a gripping and exceptionally well told 

story and look forward to more in this series.  Top league detective fiction. 

 

Les Warriner  

This will leave you wanting more.........  

Detective Inspector Tony McClean is perhaps the archetypal fictional police 

hero.  His struggle to uncover the truth is invariably hindered not only by the 

criminal classes but also his bosses. 



The disappearance of a journalist is reported to him by another reporter, Jo 

Dalgleish, with whom he has crossed swords in the past.  When a body is 

discovered soon after in a cave system under the streets of Edinburgh, DI 

McClean accepts the help of Ms Dalglish - what some might call an unholy 

alliance. 

The investigation unfolds, with many twists and turns featuring a host of 

strange and fascinating characters, and some strong hints that the 

supernatural plays a very important part in what transpires. 

Whilst DI McClean may be the archetypal copper, the plot is certainly far from 

that.  I was engrossed from start to finish, and find James Oswald's 

style so outstanding that I am now starting to read the first four 

episodes in this series. 

 

Lisa Redmond 

Prayer for the Dead is the fifth book in James Oswald's Inspector McLean series 

featuring the troubled detective who sees things most other detectives don't. This 

book sees Tony teaming up with an unlikely ally, a journalist who has been a 

thorn in his side in the past. However another journalist has gone missing and 

is soon discovered dead, murdered in a bizarre ritual. With no forensic evidence 

to go on Tony must use his hunches and insights to discover the killer but as the 

body count mounts and no suspect is revealed Tony must visit the ghosts of the 

past before the killer comes far too close to home. I love this series - they are 

far from your average police procedural, as the paranormal and the 

spiritual are a subtle but important part of the story and the 

characters are a wonderful cast. Well worth revisiting. 

 

Ann Quintilla 

This Inspector Mclean novel has the detective reluctantly using the 

services of a reporter who he dislikes intensely. 

The story begins with the discovery of a body in a sealed chamber in Gilmerton 

Cove which is a man-made network of caves. Symbols, scrawled on the walls 

with the victim’s blood, suggest a connection with the freemasons. Ben 

Stephenson, a reporter, is the victim and McLean, due to the lack of clues, has 

little alternative but to enlist the help of Jo Dalgleish, another reporter, whom 

he particularly dislikes. When the murdered body of a nurse is discovered 

McLean suspects a connection between the two crimes but has no evidence to 



prove this. 

Add to the murders the detective’s dispute with a company that wants to 

redevelop the apartment block where he lived before fire made it uninhabitable; 

the tormenting of a transvestite medium to whom McLean offers 

accommodation when fire forces him/her out of his/her flat; and the detective’s 

flashbacks to his childhood, it makes for a complex story. 

A further particularly nasty murder could be overwhelming for the reader but 

James Oswald injects humanity and some amusing descriptions into the story. 

There is the obese landlord in his dressing gown ‘exposing more than was 

necessary’ and a description of McLean’s boss, Detective Superintendent 

Duguid, known as ‘Dagwood’, ‘who gave (McLean) a puzzled stare that made it 

look as if (he) were trying to stifle a fart’. 

There is no neat ending to this story. Who did commit the murders? 

If you enjoy a good detective story you must read this one. James 

Oswald is a master of his art. 

 

Phylippa Smithson 

Not quite Rebus but Inspector Mclean sure does make for a great 

read.  

Any book that takes Edinburgh as it’s plot location, combined with a good old 

murder-mystery and a wee exposure to the Scottish sense of humour, is going to 

be on to a winner in my eyes. 

Of the books I have read in the McLean series, I found this one to be the weakest.  

Too many parallel stories and I sensed some of the plots were carried forward 

from previous books, not all of which I had read.  So it was a little confusing to 

keep on top of what was going on at times. 

That said, the to-ing and fro-ing between McLean's investigation into the 

murders and the actual murderer him/herself made for a very engaging plot.  

And Oswald captured perfectly the sense of Edinburgh as a City, it's people and 

it's challenges. 

Here's to the next one in the series. 

 

  

  



    


