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Angie Rhodes 

October 1396, this is a date that will 
remain in Joanna of Navarre's heart 
forever, for this is when she met and 
fell in love with Henry Bolingbroke, a 
man destined to be King. 

There was a slight problem - Joanna 
was married to John de Montford, 
the fifth Duke of Brittany. It was a 
happy marriage, one full of laughter 
and children, but no passion, no love, 
not the kind Joanna had dreamed of.  

On John’s death, Joanna inherits 
control of the lands, and has the 
power to say and do what she 
believes is right. But then comes the 
question that turns it all on it’s head; 
a proposal of marriage, from Henry. 

 Joanna is torn. Does she stay with 
her family, with the control of her 
lands, or does she follow her heart 
and marry Henry, becoming the 
Queen of England? 

This is a wonderful tale, with a strong woman who knows what she 
wants and is not afraid of speaking her mind, even when being accused 
of Witchcraft, by her own son.  

Anne O'Brian is regarded as one of the best history writers, and this 
shows you why. Excellent! 

 

Karen McIntosh  

A beautifully told tale of a remarkable woman, it will whisk you 
back in time!  



 

Joanna, Duchess of Brittany, is a strong intelligent woman, wife, mother, and 
after the death of her husband, Regent for her son.  She has fallen in love with 
the future King Henry IV of England and once she is free to marry he pursues 
her to become his Queen. Despite several proposals she cannot decide whether 
to leave everything and everyone she knows to travel to a foreign land for the 
love of her life. 

I found Joanna a fascinating character and enjoyed finding out about an area 
of history I had little knowledge of.  Anne O'Brien brings medieval France and 
England to life with such skill that I felt immersed in that time.  She made it so 
natural and relevant that I never once felt unable to understand the life and 
decisions Joana was living through. 

When Joanna goes to marry Henry her life and their marriage has so many ups 
and downs that I was gripped by the story.  It is so well written and flows 
brilliantly.  I would recommend this book to any reader- you will not regret 
spending a few hours in Anne O'Brien's medieval England. 

 

Jennifer Moville 

Joanna of Navarre is married - she has children and a husband who is much 
older than her. They have a deep respect for each other ...but not love. 

Throughout court she meets royalty and noblemen and soon she meets Henry, a 
man destined to stir the nations of France and England as he wants to upturn 
Richard from the throne of England and become king himself. 

This he does and as he battles he learns that Joanna's husband has died. After a 
period of mourning he sends word that he would like to marry her. Joanna 
declines his offer but later changes her mind and becomes Queen of England, 
married to Henry IV. 

People of England don't like Joanna, she is French - England's enemy. Her 
maids and waiting staff are French and she orders food from France. This 
irritates the English people. 

Henry tried to smooth things over and make good for England but there is still a 
frostiness towards her. 

After the death of Henry, Joanna is imprisoned and the results could be 
death.....but she is saved and released to continue her life. 

The author has mixed storytelling with history in a fascinating way - 
and although this is one huge book I found that it was difficult to put 
down, as I wanted to follow history through to the next chapter to see what 
happened to the lives of those who shaped our nation. 



Sandra Rabiasz  

Turbulent times, life changing decisions.  

Joanna of Navarre, widow of the Duke of Brittany, leaves her homeland and 
young sons to marry the usurper king of England, Henry IV.  Set in turbulent 
times and with central characters that make immensely dramatic, life-changing 
decisions, it's a real shame that this book just seemed so dull. I think much of 
this is because it is far too long and wordy - so many metaphors, so much 
description - plus lots of repetition. It took approx a hundred pages to establish 
that Joanna was a well-connected royal married to a good man and that she fell 
for Henry Bolingbroke. I know Anne O'Brien has many devoted fans so maybe 
I'll try one of her other titles which might suit me more but, unfortunately, this 
one is definitely not for me. 

 

Russ Pasquill 

1400.  The widowed Joanna, Duchess of Brittany, receives an unexpected 
marriage proposal from Henry IV, King of England. Unable to deny her feelings 
that coursed through her veins on their first meeting she must make the most 
important decision of her life.  Continue to live in the luxury her dead husband 
allotted her or venture to England as a penniless future Queen? 

Nothing is certain, even if you marry a King... 

This historically accurate drama had me engrossed from start to finish. Simple, 
yet vividly written - you're convincingly transported back in time. 

The story unfolds at a perfect pace and combines a heady plot of 
romance, backstabbing, death and witchcraft - all of which makes 
for highly immersive reading. 

First timers to the genre will enjoy this as its not overly wordy, complex and 
contains no convoluted subplots. 

I couldn't get enough of it; hopefully you'll feel the same. 

 

Cathy Small  

This book brings history to life as we follow the two marriages of the 
Duchess of Brittany and the challenges in England and France.  

A beautifully written story that takes us through the journey of the Duchess of 
Brittany as she rules Brittany, to Queen of England. It capitulates the historical 
story and brings it to life so you engage with the past. We see Joanna who is 
happy in her marriage with her family and then her world changes when she 
meets Henry. We see her move from ruling in Brittany to Queen of England 



leaving her family behind and taking up a position that is not supported by the 
people around her. We see her fight to build her relationship with her new 
husband whilst raging against his enemies and those that threaten to take the 
crown away. 

 

Jo-anne Atkinson  

Perfectly pleasant if rather fluffy medieval 'romance'.  

Married at a young age to an older man, the Duchess of Brittany lives a closeted 
and pleasant life.  Although a political move by her domineering father, her 
marriage is happy but not passionate.  Anne is allowed to advise her husband 
and is a good manager and mother to four children.  Then she meets Henry 
Bolingbroke, heir to a large fortune and closely related to the English King, and 
he awakens a true passion in her.  However this is 1396 and Henry is about to 
be accused of treason and banished from England.  Rising triumphal to claim 
the throne for himself and his sons, widowed Henry proposes marriage to 
widow Anne.  Anne wants to follow her heart but in doing so she must leave 
behind everything in Brittany, including her sons. 

O'Brien is a mistress of the historical romance with a huge emphasis 
on the romance side!  Anne of Brittany is a largely forgotten Queen and the 
story of the overthrow of Richard II is not a well-visited time.  Whilst there is a 
sense of time and place through descriptions, the visceral and realistic side of 
life in medieval times is sorely missing.  For the huge legion of fans this book 
will not disappoint, but for me it lacks a certain degree of substance. 
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Glenda Worth    

The story of Joanna who after the death of her husband moves to England 
leaving her sons to be with the man she loves. Accused of witchcraft and 
poisoning the king she lives her life with great dignity.  

‘The Queen's Choice’ is a delightful tale of a woman who follows the 
path of her true love and the difficulties she faces for the rest of her 
life. 

Joanna married for convenience and because it was expected. When the Duke of 
Brittany dies she escapes to her loved one Henry IV of England. She leaves her 
children in Brittany and gives up her claim to Brittany. 

Henry is facing opposition constantly and Joanna is drawn into this and 
accused of first witchcraft and then poisoning of her husband. Henry’s 



government hated her and did everything they could to bring about her 
downfall including banishing her to solitary life. 

Many twists and turns along the way keeping the reader enthralled until the 
end. 

 

Susan Keaney  

An engrossing story of Joanna of Navarre and the path that she tries to steer 
through the storms of her marriage to Henry IV, so that they can both come 
safely through.  

Once again, Anne O’Brien has deftly woven a story of love, duty, politics and 
sacrifice. Joanna of Navarre is a women who knows her place in society and 
her own mind – but the two are hard to reconcile. Aware from an early age of 
the perils and pitfalls politics can bring to her own family she finds a calmness 
within her  marriage to John de Montfort, Duke of Brittany but a meeting with 
the young Henry Bolingbroke sets her on a path she never imagined. 

As Joanna’s new life moves forward we share her hopes, fears, 
disappointments, rages and rewards. Much more than a story about the murky 
politics of the day, ‘The Queens’s Choice’ is a story of two people whose marriage 
is almost fated, who, in truth, barely know each other. Their lives, dreams & 
politics clash until it seems there is nothing left. However, traumatic events 
show the love and respect that is there and that shines through in the 
storytelling. 

Like the tapestries that would have adorned the walls of Joanna’s 
homes, ‘The Queen’s Choice’ weaves all the elements of the story 
together to create a hugely enjoyable read full of colour and detail. 
Highly recommended. 

You can follow Susan on Twitter: @SuzieWah 

 

Helen Claire 

Engrossing read from start to finish and it is accurate too and has 
the perfect amounts of everything needed for a stomping good read.  

Another excellent read from Anne O'Brien that I would happily have paid for 
but many thanks to the publisher for my review copy. 

 

 

 



Karen Swanscott  

A richly woven story of a woman trying to find her way through 
marriages, love and court intrigue.  Anne O'Brien weaves a well-
researched and captivating historical tale.  

I normally find historical fiction hard work, the language too flowery and 
excessive. I found this to begin with when starting ‘The Queen's Choice’, but once 
past the first chapter I found myself swept in the heroine's world.   

The story is based around Joanna of Navarre and was obviously well 
researched, with a bold and compelling story line.  We start the tale in France at 
a royal wedding where our heroine is a married Duchess of large reputation, 
wealth and power.  It is here the course of her life begins its journey into a 
perilous marriage, choices and consequences, and her struggle to survive.  The 
initial meeting of Joanne and Henry is obviously essential to the story, but I did 
find the constant reference to a feeling of change and importance unnecessary, 
and to be fair a bit irritating.   

Joanne is a powerful and independent thinking woman in a time when such 
was not hugely thought of.  The balance she has to find in life against love and 
duty, and in managing the political intrigues of the court of England is 
conveyed well and keeps you gripped to her take.  Although I was left 
disappointed by the ending.  You followed her struggles through marriages, 
bereavement and accusations of witchcraft, only for her to find contentment 
and forgiveness.  The ending seemed rushed to me, and for a character that was 
so strong and independent of thinking a little too romanticised for me.  Voices 
from the dead and an almost happy ending just seemed an odd way to finish, 
not horrid but not entirely satisfactory.  That being said the novel is a character 
and content rich novel. 

 

Suze  

A beautiful story about a proud woman with an interesting 
character.  

Joanna of Navarre has to make a difficult choice. She has to leave everything 
she knows behind to move to England if she wants to marry King Henry IV. In 
1399 kings are quickly succeeding each other. There’s always a war going on 
and life at the court is pretty uncertain. That’s the climate in which Joanna has 
to live her life. She’s strong, she’s courageous and she’s stubborn. She and Henry 
have that in common, which makes them an intriguing pair. I love how brave 
Joanna is. Her best feature is that she can admit it when she makes a mistake. I 
liked that a lot about her. She’s an amazing main character for a book and I 
enjoyed reading about her life very much. 

  



I greatly admire how Anne O’Brien writes about influential women from the 
past. She makes them come to life very well and her stories are always 
interesting. She also has a beautiful and expressive writing style. Her stories are 
impressive and they manage to captivate me from beginning to end. Joanna 
doesn’t have an easy character and sometimes she makes things difficult for 
herself. It was fascinating to read about her inner battles. I think Anne O’Brien 
wrote about her in such a brilliant way. The story is fantastic and the proud 
character of Joanna makes an admirable heroine. I highly recommend this 
book. 
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