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Sarah Musk  

A dark book to read full of difficult 

subjects.  A strong supernatural 

theme lends it a menacing air and I 

would not recommend reading it if 

you have a sensitive disposition!  

This was a difficult book to read.  The book 

is full of very dark themes and subjects and 

one of them, in particular, I found hard.  

The book jumps around quite a bit between 

future and past and you had to concentrate 

to keep track with where you were and 

which generation of the family you were 

reading about. 

The latter part of the book was easier to 

follow than the first part.  At times, I found 

the writing and story very dense and hard 

to follow and at the end, I still could not 

quite work out what it was all about. I 

know it is a Gothic novel of the supernatural and horror but the story 

progressed in fits and starts and I could not get a proper grip on it.  The part of 

the story which made the most sense was in Italy but I  could not quite 

understand what part Miss Brigstocke finally played in the ultimate tragedy. 

One of the best parts of the book was the description - Catriona Ward depicts a 

strong sense of menace and evil, making this a book that is not easily forgotten - 

even if it is for its bloodthirsty title!  I would recommend the book but it is not 

for the faint-hearted! 

 

Emma Barton  



This is an atmospheric tale about one family and the curse they 

suffer throughout several generations.  

Rawblood is a complex novel that shifts between several interlinked characters 

and years. It begins with 11 year old Iris Villarcas and her father who live an 

isolated existence, apparently for their own good and for the safety of others. 

The book moves between these main characters at various points in their future 

and past, but also introduces other family members, friends and employees who 

are all connected in intriguing ways. 

I enjoyed Rawblood but found it slow moving at times and can't honestly say 

that it was a page turner. I also found the ending a little disappointing and 

unclear, however I would still be interested to read the next Catriona Ward 

novel as the genre is to my liking. 

 

Carol Peace  

Hauntingly good. 

Rawblood is a beautiful story of a haunted family. The Villarca family all seem 

confined to the house and die of an unusual disease. The actual reason of the 

deaths is much more sinister than that; it seems they are haunted by something 

that only attacks the family when they fall in love, whether that be in marriage 

or after childbirth. Iris has grown up thinking that they were cursed with a 

disease and when she finds out the truth she promises never to love. She has no 

friends and leaves the house but she doesnt keep her promise. The plot is very 

good and it is interwoven through the generations, but for me it just didn't 

seems to flow. I was constantly having to look back and it confused me in some 

parts. It is a very haunting book and the conclusion does somewhat explain the 

curse, but I found it a little choppy and did lose some of the enjoyment because 

of that. 

I hope I don't put you off reading it as I do feel the story is worth a look. 

 

Kerry Bridges  

Iris and her father, Alonso, live at Rawblood on Dartmoor.  Alonso does not 

allow Iris to make friends because of the family curse.  Iris doesn't want to be 

lonely so she makes friends with Tom Gilmore.  This is a mistake. 

I have to say that it was really difficult to write a first paragraph summary of 

this story because a) there isn't one and b) what there is forms so many 



disjointed parts that it makes no sense whatsoever.  I really struggled to work 

out who the characters even were; in fact, the family tree at the front is totally 

confusing and that's before you even read a word. 

This book is touted as 'for fans of Kate Atkinson'; if I was Kate Atkinson I am 

afraid I would not be very happy with that statement. It is supposed to be a 

book of atmosphere and horror - I found it boring and confusing with nothing 

to explain what was happening, no chance to get to know any of the characters 

and a real slog to have to get to the finish. 

I am very sorry to write this, as I am not an author and I know Catriona Ward 

must have laboured over this novel.  It may well be for some people, but I 

absolutely hated it and I would not recommend it to anyone. 

http://iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/  

 

Cyllene Griffiths 

Walpole, Poe, Shelley and Stoker would be springing out their 

graves in true Gothic fashion to read this new novel. It is Gothic 

Horror for the 21st century and superbly done, especially for a first 

novel. If Ms Ward wishes to continue with the genre I foresee she has a long, 

gory, mysterious and successful time ahead of her! 

This is the type of novel that should be used for modern English Literature 

exams with complex and entwining themes separated by decades or centuries 

yet returning inexplicably to a fascinating set of timeless social caricatures. The 

only question one might ask is will it, in classic custom sit in one’s idling mind 

for days, weeks and possibly years with revelations and understanding just out 

of reach? 

Obvious themes such as blood (Rawblood?), the use of animals to engender 

emotion, the exploration of mind, madness and ‘therapy’, the opposing traits of 

courage and cowardice, and the inequality of women, social class and life in 

general are so indicative of Victorian gothic horror that it is hard not to draw 

comparisons. Now that would be an interesting academic study…. 

 

Sallyann Spittle 

How to describe ‘Rawblood’?  The book is quite unique in its style and creation.  

It is set in gothic Dartmoor and tells of a family that is cursed by an evil 

presence in the house where they live.  Once I got into the book, I realised that 



the author has a way in which she tells the story to make you want not put it 

down until it is completed.  The descriptive passages are deeply atmospheric 

and the story spans out to become chilling and haunting.  Even though this is 

a love story, some parts were quite terrifying and very sinister – do 

not read whilst you are alone at night.  Praise to Catriona Ward for 

producing a brilliant piece of fiction. 

 

 

 

 

 


