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Val Rowe  

An evocative and reflective tale 

which is aesthetically delicious.  

Kim Devereux's debut novel is a 

sheer delight.  

When Hendrickje leaves her troubled 

Calvinist family in order to work as a 

housemaid at Rembrandt's house, she 

discovers a world of secrets and sexual 

desires, initially having no insight into 

the important role she is to play in his 

life. 

As I read, the novel evoked memories for 

me of 'A Girl with a Pearl Earring' - a 

novel which I adored. I almost felt as if I 

were a voyeur as I could see, feel, hear 

and taste the events so clearly. 

Devereux has researched the background 

to her novel intently and is clearly 

passionate about her subject matter; this 

is evident in her writing which has a distinctive style and matches the 

storytelling extremely well. 

Her characters are clearly defined yet there seems to be a mysterious ambience 

surrounding them which evoked for me an almost dreamlike atmosphere which 

was a delight. 

I think it would make an incredibly visual film.  

It is a beautiful and moving tale which moved me deeply. Do read it. 

 

Sarah Musk  



A fascinating read about Rembrandt and his tangled finances and 

love life.  Throughout this book though, his genius and charisma 

shines through - showing why he was the greatest Dutch artist ever.  

This is a fascinating book about Rembrandt - probably the greatest Dutch 

painter who ever lived - and his years after the death of his beloved wife, Saskia. 

He had a colourful life before and after she died - dogged by personal tragedy, 

scandal and financial troubles.  Throughout the book though, Kim Devereux 

ensures his genius constantly shines through - even surviving a creative crisis 

after his wife dies.   

His story is seen through the eyes of his young housemaid who eventually 

becomes his last common law wife.  It is a vivid depiction of seventeenth life in 

Amsterdam which, even then, was a liberal society.  Rembrandt's ex mistress - 

another servant - fights him in the courts for an income from him claiming he 

had broken his promise of marriage.  She wins and even though he shamefully 

manages to get her committed to an asylum afterwards - it is a surprisingly 

modern situation which was very unusual for the times. 

I really enjoyed the whole book.  The atmosphere of the artist's studio, the young 

students who hung around their teacher to try to absorb some of his genius and 

Rembrandt, the master with all his financial and personal problems, add up to 

a compelling portrait of a fascinating man.   He was hopeless at managing his 

money which makes him all too human for me and a sympathetic, attractive 

personality. 

 

Sarah Hamid  

This is a well-researched novel, that would appeal to people 

interested in the life of Rembrandt. It is a slow, melancholy read 

which sheds some light on this period of history.  

This novel attempts to breathe life into Rembrandt's relationships with three 

women. Rembrandt himself comes across as a fascinating, but not very likeable, 

character. The three women - his poor sick wife, the housekeeper who feels used 

and decides to take revenge, and the innocent maid, are carefully depicted. I 

found the writing style rather stilted, but with some evocative imagery. I also 

thought that switching between the first and third person made the writing 

rather disjointed. In fact, I think I enjoyed the "Notes by Chapter" more than the 

actual novel! I  was fascinated by the information about the paintings and liked 

looking them up on the web. At the time of writing the link to the author's 



website was not up and running but I could imagine that this would make the 

experience even better. I've also learnt what a "tronie" is!  

I have not read ‘The Girl with the Pearl Earring’ but having watched the film I 

think this book would appeal to fans of that book/film. 

 

Cathy Small  

An interesting insight into the private life of Rembrandt and how the 

women in his life influenced his art and his outlook into his 

paintings.  

I found this book fascinating as you watched the women in Rembrandt's life 

influence his outlook on life and love which then fIlters into the artwork that he 

creates. He is a man that doesn't care what people think outside of his home and 

will do what he wants. His first love is his wife who sadly passes away at the 

start of this book, he then uses his housekeeper at first but you then watch her 

take over the relationship to something he doesn't want then Hendrickje 

appears and he falls in love all over again. Outside of these relationships he is 

also painting and tries to make a living but is ignorant to the fact that his 

relationsips affect people using him for a commission. You see both Rembrandt 

& Hendrickje develope and mature as they go through life and relationship and 

Hendrickje understands the passion that she once saw but didn't previously 

understand. 

 

Sharon Wood  

A fictional account of Rembrandt's life imagined through his 

paintings.  A fascinating account of the conditions and deprivations 

of 17th century life and thoroughly enjoyable.  

Hendrickje, a young girl from a sheltered background, arrives at Rembrandt's 

house to take up a position as housemaid.  She is shocked at the liberal attitudes 

and the world in which she finds herself.  Gradually a mutual attraction 

between her and the master painter grows with some painful consequences. 

Well researched and based on a wealth of well documented historical detail, this 

was an interesting book and I enjoyed not only discovering about Rembrandt's 

and Hendrickje's lives but also following the documented links to his many 

famous painting and sketches and learning about those too.  The book has 

certainly made me want to view his paintings first hand and to visit his house 

and museum in Amsterdam and I think anything that spurs on this sort of 



interest is a good thing and a mark of success. 

Kim Deveraux's writing was, at times quite economical, but very good at 

conjuring up the conditions and life of the century in which it was set. The book 

kept me interested throughout.  The only improvement I would like to see would 

be colour photographs of the referenced paintings, but I guess this would add to 

the cost of the book. 

 

Sue Broom  

A well-written fictionalised account of Rembrandt's later life and 

work that shows him as the charismatic and vibrant character he 

must have been.  

Having recently enjoyed ‘The Miniaturist’, I was keen to read this as it is also set 

in 17th century Amsterdam.  Plenty to read here about this atmospheric city, its 

houses and canals, the day-to-day life of its residents and historical detail about 

the time, including the plague epidemic sweeping Europe.  The book 

concentrates on Rembrandt’s later life and work, with many insights into the 

mechanics of painting and etching - each chapter features one of his works - 

and rather too much information about his relationships with the two servants 

he took as common-law wives after his wife Saskia died young.  Most 

interesting for me was the author’s analysis of why Rembrandt created his art 

as he did and the effect he achieves.  

Strong on description, this is a well-written story which doesn’t stray far from 

the reported facts, except in its fleshing out of his interaction with the two 

women.  Rembrandt’s life story is fascinating and this fictionalised account 

certainly shows him as the charismatic and vibrant character he must have 

been. 

 

Neil Beattie  

An absolute gem of a book. A real page turner. Will hold you 

captivated from start to finish.  

I had already made up my mind I wasn't going to like this. How wrong I was. 

This is an absolute gem of a book. A book about the three women in 

Rembrandt's life, Saskia, Geertje and Hendrickje. The author writes the book 

from two points of view; Hendrickje's and the narrator, which is very brave but 

pays dividends. A wonderful book, raunchy in parts but all necessary to the 

story. The god fearing Hendrickje is a one of many well written characters. Well 



worth reading and the extra biography notes at the back help to round the 

story. If Ms Devereux keeps writing at this standard she has a long career 

ahead of her. So far my book of the year, a high standard to beat. 

 

Sarah Mustafa  

Available from Lovereading co.uk, Kim Devereux’s debut novel 

‘Rembrandt’s Mirror’ about the artist is a masterpiece of its own.  

The novel portrays the life of Rembrandt, primarily, as seen through the eyes of 

Hendrickje who joins his household, as a maid, five years after the loss of his 

beloved wife.  Through her story, the reader also gains insight into Hendrickje’s 

life and her own sexual awakening, at first as she bears witness to a sexual 

encounter between Rembrandt and his housekeeper Geertje, which she struggles 

to deal with, and then as her own feelings for Rembrandt begin to deepen and 

unfold before finally the two are united.  In this multi layered novel 

Rembrandt’s work as an artist, how he was viewed at the time and how his art 

touched so many people’s lives is also really well depicted.  

In this novel Devereux captures the rawness of emotion and poignancy of loss 

and betrayal skilfully and there is an authenticity about this debut which made 

me want to keep reading.   

I was sent this book to review prior to its publication and would definitely 

recommend it as a great read. 

 

Jillian McFrederick 

An interesting novel based on the art and life of Rembrandt. It brings to life 

what could have been a dry biography, and fleshes out the bones of his life in an 

engaging way. 

It drove me to check out details about his life and also to study his 

paintings, imagining what life was throwing at him as he struggled 

to hold it together. 

Sympathetically  told, the fate of his wife and subsequent housekeeper/lover, 

provides a tragic side to the story with the extra poignancy that reality adds. As 

with many artists, Rembrandt's life was not easy, and was lived often on the 

bread line. It is ironic, and sad, to think that his work now commands vast 

amounts of money. 

Well worth the read, and one you will pass on to your friends. 



 

Marjorie Lacy 

I enjoyed Tracy Chevelier's 'Girl with a Pearl Earring,' I was sure I would like 

the Rembrandt's Mirror.... I did, I loved it. There was so much detail, it 

was more than a story, it placed you right there in Amsterdam. You 

were really a fly on the wall, observing the daily doings of the painters family. 

I thought Rembrandt would be a difficult man to live with, feeling sympathy for 

his three women.  

Kim's next novel, will be something to look forward to. She is a talented lady!! 

Everything about the book was extra ordinary. 

 

Angela Rhodes 

A beautiful novel telling of the loves and life of Rembrandt. 

A few years  after loosing his wife Saskia, Rembrandt employs Hendickje, a 

young woman in her early twenties as a housemaid.  Hendickje becomes drawn 

to him and a relationship soon develops.  

The story is both romantic and informative, without being boring. Kim 

Devereux breathes life into a painter in a way that the reader forgets time and 

yearns to know more. What we also learn, is that he had passion for his 

painting and also for his pupils, which enabled him to bring so much life into his 

work and each painting seem alive.  

A rich, beautiful debut of a wonderful artist. 

 

Sue Muir  

A fabulous insight into the world of Rembrandt and life in Amsterdam in the 

17th Century. I thoroughly enjoyed this book. Very cleverly written about 

Rembrandt’s paintings, his techniques and applications, and wonderfully 

detailed descriptions about his commissions and self portraits. Each chapter is 

inspired by a painting, a theory or from writings about Rembrandt by other 

authors. It is a fictional account but it brings Rembrandt’s household to life and 

one can’t help feeling drawn into believing it to be a true account. The 

characters we are familiar with already from his paintings become more real 

and are brimming with such imagination that we are completely wrapped up in 

their thoughts and feelings.  



This is a absolutely must read if you are interested in art and it is 

one of those books leaving you marveling at the creativity of Kim 

Devereux to construct and deliver such a fantastic book. 

 

Jane Brown  

‘Rembrandt’s Mirror’  is so beautifully written by Kim Devereux. 

This is her debut novel  what a grest start to her writing career.  

This story is essentially about the three women of the great Dutch artist 

Rembrandt’s life who lived from 1606-1669. This story concentrates on his later 

years after the deaths of his wife and three children. Hendrickje Stoffels who is 

his last great love and housemaid comes to work for him five years after his 

wife’s death. She sees the great passion the artist has for his paintings. There is 

a dark side to the artist- he has not got over his bereavement, peculiar passions 

and that painting comes first no matter what. At the same time Hendrickje 

although shocked by a sexual encounter she witnesses, there is something that 

pulls her towards Rembrandt and the way he lives his life. 

I read this in one siting, on a very wet Saturday in June; I found this story both 

powerful and intimate. 

The author has researched this book well, and the reader gains more from her 

writing and Rembrandt in the Notes by Chapter and Select Bibliography 

section. I found both valuable and found myself looking up facts about the 

artists great paintings. 

This author has a particular talent in her writing style, and is an academic 

which shines through when reading this book. 

A thoroughly good read. 

I cannot wait for Kim Devereux’s next book. 

 

Ed Robson  

‘Rembrandt’s Mirror’ is a captivating debut novel, firmly rooted in a 

historical context whilst successfully exploring universal themes of 

love and mortality.  

The novel is largely narrated by Rembrandt’s housemaid Hendrijke, as she 

describes life with a fallible human being who is nonetheless imbued with 

artistic genius and who exercises a mesmeric hold on those in his orbit. 



The most impressive aspect of the novel is the author’s lightness of touch, which 

is maintained throughout the narrative: the story is embellished with accurate 

period detail which never feels forced. Devereux weaves in references to many 

of the painter’s creations but includes sketches, etchings and minor canvasses as 

well as more famous works. As an admirer of Rembrandt’s painting, I revisited 

the cited works (which are helpfully listed as an appendix to the novel), which 

enhanced my enjoyment of the story.  

Devereux references Rembrandt’s portraiture of Hendrijke (most notably via 

Woman Bathing In a Stream) but does not let this influence her creation of a 

fully rounded, original character. Similarly, other people from Rembrandt’s life 

always serve the narrative and are not simply there to demonstrate the author’s 

depth of research: vibrant characterisation is not weighed down by historicity.  

Ruminations are made by Hendrijke on mortality, morality and religious 

mores, as she matures from a charming, God-fearing naïf to a feisty character 

battling with the passion she feels for her ‘Master’. ‘Rembrandt’s Mirror’ 

manages to balance philosophical investigation and human interest and poses 

teasing questions without offering simplistic answers - in short, a quietly 

successful debut. 

 

Joy Bosworth 

This is a feast of a book, I found myself half way through at the first 

sitting.  

On one level this is a Dutch romance, on another it is a lesson in art, but overall 

it depicts real people. 

The male protagonist happens to be Rembrandt, but it is his affect on the 

household and the workings of the mind of his women that are so gripping.  

Such real, human characters. 

Rembrandt, however, is not just anyone but is a fascinating subject and 

including day to day details of his life as he happens to be in the process of 

creating his masterpieces brings more to the story. 

The author's research is very thorough and backs up the fiction she has woven 

to embed the story in. 

Had I known it was so historically detailed I'd have waited until I was more in 

the mood to read the heavy book, but in actual fact, I stumbled into it and found 

it really entertaining regardless of its provenance. 



 

Victoria Emerson  

A wonderful and moving story about Rembrandt's later years. Its beautifully 

written and full of insight.  

When I started to read this book I wasn't sure if I was going to like it, but once I 

started I simply couldn't put it down.  It's very well researched and historically 

accurate.  I'd highly recommend it. 


