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Angie Rhodes 

‘River of Smoke’ takes the reader 

and characters, we came to love in 

‘Sea of Poppies’, on the search of a 

mythical flower, a journey 

overseas, and if that was not 

enough there is also the small 

matter  of the new Emperor who 

wants the Poppy and Opium trade 

banished forever. 

Amitav writes so well, that 

even the well-travelled reader 

will not tire of the places the 

characters travel too. 

I can still see and taste the 

Orient…hmmm 

 

Wendy Stubbs  

Another brilliant read from 

Amita Ghosh following his first exciting novel the ‘Sea of Poppies’.   

Once again we are whisked away to faraway lands where you can immerse 

yourself in the surroundings of these mystical lands and the people, culture and 

era all combine together to make ‘River of Smoke’ a truly compelling 'don’t want 

to put it down' book.  We are invited by Amitav to become ‘observers’ to all that 

is happening; the drama, sadness, excitement and as one reads the novel, one 

really feels as if one is there in reality absorbing the sights, the sounds, the 

emotions of the various characters and how they all react both to each other 

and to the paths that destiny has laid out before them.  

An excellent novel that one can also lift and leave and still be part of the scene.  



It is well written, excellent use of descriptive language and at a level that is 

suitable for all levels of reading ability.  One is sad when the book ends but 

delighted to have had the pleasure of reading such a brilliant piece of written 

work  

Thoroughly recommended and really eager and excited to read the final novel, 

‘Flood of Fire’ of the trilogy 

 

Magdalena Vidgen 

I have started reading this book straight after finishing the ‘Sea of Poppies’, 

expecting the same style and format. And although the format stayed the same, 

this book was not as brilliant as the first. 

I was expecting to follow the fates of the characters from the Ibis, but was 

disappointed to realise that ‘River of Smoke’ spoke of only a few and not in any 

great detail. Instead, we followed a new character - an Indian merchant who 

sailed to Canton in order to sell with a significant profit the huge cargo of opium 

he acquired in India. The story line follows events that preceded and in fact 

were the cause of the future Opium Wars between China and the British Empire.  

It was really interesting in an academic sense, but I also wanted to know what 

happened to the cast of ‘Sea of Poppies’. Although not as impressive, this was 

still a great read and I would recommend ‘River of Smoke’ to all who 

love real characters and fascinating background in a book. 

I will definitely read the last part of the trilogy. 

 

 


