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Julie Bertschin  

Quirky and highly amusing! The 

continued saga of Don Tillman as he 

negotiates his way through the ups and 

downs of married life and impending 

fatherhood with great humility and hilarity.  

Don Tillman is a wonderfully drawn 

character who stumbles through life in a 

unique way.  When faced with impending 

fatherhood, news which comes out of the 

blue, Don's life is thrown into chaos as he 

deals with his own feelings of anxiety at the 

change in the dynamics of his relationship 

with Rosie.  Once acclimatised to the idea of 

becoming a father, Don seeks to 

demonstrate he is a suitable parent, and 

encounters some hilarious mistakes along 

the way.  I thoroughly enjoyed this 

book, it made me laugh and cry 

through the touching and heartfelt 

journey of the nine months of 

impending parenthood.  This is a very amusing story and I can't wait for 

the next instalment of the Rosie saga. 

 

Edel Waugh – www.edelwaugh.blogspot.co.uk/ 

Don is back and funnier than ever in this second book by Graeme 

Simsion. The first book, ‘The Rosie Project’, introduced us to the wonderous 

man that is Don and this story carries on from there. In this book Don and Rosie 

are expecting a baby and Don is as socially awkward and clinical as usual 

making the entire story priceless! Life is never dull with Don around, and this 



pregnancy could be his biggest challenge in life so far... Even more then dating 

ever was and that's saying something! Go read this if you want a really 

good laugh!  

 

Linda Hill  

Following 'The Rosie Project', life was never going to be straightforward for 

Don and Rosie and adding a baby into the equation makes Don's world even 

more complicated.  

After setting out methodically to find a wife, socially inept Don Tillman is now 

married to Rosie and they are about to have a baby. The book follows Don's 

attempts to adjust to the news that Rosie is pregnant as he juggles a range of 

situations usually arising out of his own unwitting making.  

Several elements, such as the jacket incident, refer to the first novel but you 

don't need to have read 'The Rosie Project' to enjoy 'The Rosie Effect'. Simsion 

creates Don's chaotic situations very plausibly and the book is a highly 

entertaining read. New characters, like George, blend well with those already 

established, and there is a good pace to events. The science behind the text is 

extremely well researched and satisfyingly credible, but nothing too difficult to 

deter an unfamiliar reader. 

I didn't find this book as laugh out loud funny as the first, but I think 

that might be because the style was more familiar. However, it was 

amusing and enjoyable and I'd certainly recommend it. 

 

Suzanne Marsh - www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

Unfortunately I never read ‘The Rosie Project’, however I did not realize that 

there was going to be a second book released as ‘The Rosie Effect’. I am very 

glad a second book was published as this encouraged me to want to find out 

what I missed out on with ‘The Rosie Project’. I am so glad that I read such 

a great funny amusing story. I was surprised that I found ‘The Rosie 

Effect’ very easy to read and to follow with being quite quirky. 

 Don and Rosie had a wedding ceremony in a church in Australia, with Rosie 

wearing an extraordinary white wedding dress and veil. It appears that Don 

and Rosie encountered difficulties after their marriage and relocation from 

Australia to New York. Just after ten days of marriage Don was still adapting 

to him and his wife now being a couple. 



As Rosie cheerfully announces a big surprise for her husband that she is 

pregnant, unfortunately that is mega unexpected news for Don to digest and 

struggles to process Rosie's statement. 

What made me laugh in ‘The Rosie Effect’ was the way in which Don makes a 

mental list of the problems that accumulated for one reason or another.  What 

made me laugh even more was that Don even took a day off work to 

concentrate on making a list for the Baby Project.  

 

Joan Hill - twitter @JoanHill07 

Don and Rosie Tillman are back and are soon to become parents. Don is 

shocked to the core- he must start a new project: The Baby Project. But will 

there be a happy ending or will Don provoke chaos?  

 ‘The Rosie Effect’ is the eagerly awaited sequel to ‘The Rosie Project’ and is set 

in New York where Don is settled into a new job and his first year of marriage 

to Rosie. All is going well until Rosie stuns Don with the announcement that she 

is pregnant. Don knows nothing of life with children and decides to do some 

research. He soon gets himself into trouble with the law when he observes 

children at play in the local park. He keeps his ‘arrest’ secret, thereby inviting 

even more chaos to rain down on him. Friends are quick to step in to help Don 

out, and he sure needs rescuing! Another friction within his marriage is that he 

has invited his friend Gene to stay with them, following his split up from his wife 

back in Australia. Rosie does not like Gene or his way of life, to put it mildly, but 

Don could not let his friend down. 

As the story bumbles along with poignant moments mixed with high jinx you 

cannot help yourself falling for Don. He is such a nice, trustworthy, kind man, 

but his ‘special needs’ make for predictable hilarious moments as well as times 

of heartbreak. 

If you enjoyed ‘The Rosie Project’ you will love reading more about 

the unlikely partnership of Rosie and Don. It will warm your heart 

and give you hours of relaxation and enjoyment. I loved it and look 

forward to a third novel if there is to be a trilogy. 

 

Joanne Nuttie  

I was thrilled to have been chosen to read this book as I had just finished ‘The 

Rosie Project’ which I really enjoyed as I thought it was hilariously funny. 



This book disappointed me, I really wanted to get to know Don and Rosie better 

but felt their characters were lost, the introduction of lots of other characters 

overshadowed their big larger than life personalities. I was confused at times 

and had to keep reading back a few pages to remind me who that particular 

character was.  

I did enjoy the story line and looked forward to seeing how Don took to 

parenthood, again I was disappointed as the build up throughout the book was 

big, but the actual birth was covered in a few pages at the very end. My only 

thought is that a 3rd book is on its way which will explain the father/ son 

relationship more. 

For those of you who enjoyed the first book give this book a go. You 

will still enjoy the humour and it was very well written. 

 

Carol Peace  

A great book, I didn’t think you could better ‘The Rosie Project’ but 

this did.  

I read ‘The Rosie Project’ when it came out and loved the antics of Don Tillman 

trying to get himself a girlfriend logically and the very strange outcomes that 

the quest had. Roll on a few years and here he is Don Tillman and Rosie living in 

New York and very happy, well in their own way and then Rosie drops the 

bombshell. They are pregnant and Don just cannot understand what his part is 

in the months to come and the way he goes about it cannot fail to disturb and 

confuse everyone around him. His long term friend Gene ends up living with 

them at a time when Rosie really doesn't need added stress and alongside other 

friends Don gets himself in situations that only he can. Branded an unfit father 

as a throwaway comment by someone a long time ago he is trying to be a 

capable one. I loved being on the 'journey ' with him and laughed out loud in 

places and then in others I was crying with empathy. I also found myself 

shouting at him to do the right thing. 

I loved the book and the intricacies of Dons mind I didn’t think you could better 

the first book but this is awesome.  

 

Rachel Hall  

This wonderful sequel to the bestselling novel of last year, ‘The Rosie Project’, is 

charm personified!  Despite not having read the first book I had heard much 

positive praise of it and knew what an impact the relationship between a 



Professor of Genetics suffering from Asperger’s syndrome, Don Tillman, and a 

medical student, Rosie Jarman had on people.  Many readers seemed to hold a 

special place in their hearts for this unique couple. 

This second novel continues their tale and is once again narrated by Don.  In 

this highly original and quirky novel the couple, now married, have relocated to 

New York from Melbourne.  Life for Don, your "nonstandard man" is never 

destined to be without its confusion and hiccups along the way. Detailing the 

many obstacles he faces would spoil much of the charm of this novel, but the 

couple move apartment, Don's best friend lothario Gene arrives to stay, and 

Don has several brushes with the New York authorities - all whilst Rosie is 

attempting to combine pregnancy with writing her thesis! 

Will this special couple make it through the pregnancy intact?  You can 

guarantee that they won't be unscathed by the tumultuous experiences they face 

along the way but will these problems ensure that the course of true love never 

does run smoothly?  Is Don up to the challenge or fatherhood, which inevitably 

involves him taking on a new project, or will Rosie find him wanting?  I was on 

tenterhooks until the very end to find out what was in store as it was never 

predictable and I was fretting over the future of this couple until the final pages 

of the novel.  

I have not experienced such depth of feeling from a novel for quite some time.  I 

ran the full gamut of emotions alongside Don and could empathise with every 

up and down in his relationship saga.  There are several passages with such 

poignant observations regarding living with Asperger's syndrome and just how 

challenging living a "normal" life and interacting with others can be that I 

found myself pausing to reflect on the significance.  It is a highly accomplished 

author who can manage to create these moments throughout a novel with a 

strong comedy element. 

The good news is that it isn't necessary to have read ‘The Rosie Project’ prior to 

this sequel, but in a style akin to Don Tillman it would be highly recommended 

that readers do so in order to enjoy the Rosie and Don story to its optimum 

potential possible! This is a mistake which I have now rectified!  I can see 

myself returning many times over to this stunning book which will 

stay with me for quite some time and is going straight to the top of 

my list to recommend to others! 

 

Jillian McFrederick 

After ‘The Rosie Project’ and the positive result of Don Tillmans quest for a wife, 



I had expected that by now Rosie would have progressed in her understanding 

and management of Don.  I was a bit disappointed to see that despite relocating 

to the US together, they were still living essentially separate lives and that Rosie 

seemed to be more passive in their relationship than I expected her to be. That 

said, if she had been more on top of things then most of what happens in this 

novel would not have happened! The author's need to create slapstick type 

humour at times seems a little over the top, but keeping in mind the film rights, 

the visual impact of a lot of the scenarios will make a hilarious film in the 

future! The outcome of the Baby Project and the precarious nature of Don and 

Rosie’s relationship makes the ending unpredictable, though I do predict that 

most readers will heartily wish that they could give Don a good kick at times! A 

host of weird and wonderful characters, from rock star to 

counsellor, doctor to student, populate the pages and add to the 

overall world to create an entertaining tale that is left open for the next 

instalment -maybe The Rosie Result! 

 

Sue Broom 

Graeme Simsion has delved deep into the pregnancy/child rearing 

themes and the mass of conflicting advice available to parents and 

the result is very funny indeed.  

Since we left them at the end of ‘The Rosie Project’, a great deal has changed in 

Don and Rosie’s lives.  They have moved to New York for one thing and now 

Rosie is pregnant.  So far, so good.   

But I feel they have changed in other ways and not for the better.  Don has lost 

much of the innocence and lack of guile that endeared him to me so much in the 

first book.  Rosie’s spark and vibrancy have faded.  And they’ve been married 

less than a year… 

Narrated by Don as before, this time the story became a bit complicated and 

heavy-going for me, with a few too many supporting characters and situations.  

Rosie’s ‘usual requests for overview and cutting to the chase’ reflect my own 

feelings - I found the repetition and painstaking technical detail amusing only 

for a short while - but then that’s the way Don would tell it and that’s the point.  

Some aspects of Don’s character are drawn too well for my liking this time 

round. 

For sources of humour Graeme Simsion has delved deep into the 

pregnancy/child rearing themes and the mass of conflicting advice available to 

parents and the result is very funny indeed, but I would not recommend anyone 



read this first - I urge you to start with ‘The Rosie Project’ and get to know Don 

at his most loveable. 

 

Jane Pepler  

A fabulous sequel to ‘The Rosie Project’.  

This is a sequel to ‘The Rosie Project’, which I read and enjoyed but wouldn't 

have raved about. I found ‘The Rosie Effect’ to be a fantastic read. I 

really enjoyed it and couldn't put it down. It was a very easy to read, 

hilarious novel which made me laugh out loud in several places. 

Don Tillman and Rosie are now married and living in New York. Don is in an 

excellent place all round until his world is shaken by Rosie's announcement that 

'We are pregnant'.  

‘The Rosie Effect’ is about Don's unique take on pregnancy and how it should be 

undertaken. At a time that Rosie needs to be stress free Don's old friend Gene 

arrives to add his unique take on the situation. An excellent sequel, which is well 

worth reading. 

 

Sheila Dale  

Readers who enjoyed ‘The Rosie Project’ will probably like this but 

there is a limited amount of humour to be gained from Don and 

Rosie's particular problems.  

I was looking forward to this book which is the follow on to ‘The Rosie Project’ 

and sees Don and Rosie preparing for the birth of their first child. As may be 

expected this causes a whole host of concerns and misunderstandings caused by 

Don's inability to see things from any other point of view but his own very 

literal outlook on life.  

It is amusing but something is missing and I'm not sure what. Maybe the 

attempt to make 'normal' worries and concerns about parenthood fit into the 

scenario of Don's unique outlook on life and Rosie no longer seeing the funny 

side of things and accepting him for what he is. I did enjoy it but really hope 

that this will be the last in the series as there is a limited amount of humour to 

be found in their situation in my opinion. 

 

 



Elisabeth Thomas - www.listhebookworm.wordpress.com 

Lovely to meet and catch up with Rosie and Don again!  

‘The Rosie Effect’ is the eagerly anticipated sequel to the fantastic book ‘The 

Rosie Project’ which I was lucky enough to review back in February 2013. To 

fully appreciate this book I would recommend reading ‘The Rosie Project’ first. 

In ‘The Rosie Effect’ we catch up with Don Tillman the Geneticist who is not 

lucky in love and perhaps not the easiest person to live with. We left him at the 

end of the last book just having found his perfect woman – Rosie. Now, about a 

year later, Don and Rosie are married and living in New York with Don having 

taken up a post at Columbia University.  

Rosie and Don’s life is about to change and how will they cope as they come to 

terms with the fact that their lives will never be the same again. The change for 

Don is particularly hard seeing that he likes order in his life and his social skills 

are not particularly good. 

Once again, like the first book, the story is quirky and clever, not your 

typical ‘romance’ story. The characters are believable and well 

created and the description is very vivid. This is a lovely story which will 

have you both laughing and crying at the same time. 

 

Becca Jayne - www.prettylittlememoirs.blogspot.co.uk / Twitter 

@LittleMemoirs 

You'll fall for Rosie and Don time after time...one of the best novels 

I've read this year.  

‘The Rosie Effect’ is the immensely and highly anticipated sequel to ‘The Rosie 

Project’. I thoroughly adored ‘The Rosie Project’ last year and as anyone who 

has read the book will know, it's pretty unique.  

Don Tillman is quite the inimitable character as we learned in his Wife search in 

book one, when he found the woman he would love called Rosie in his "Wife 

Project". Now married to Rosie in a lovely ceremony and then living in New 

York, Don is slowly adapting to his new life. That's until Rosie drops the 

unexpected news that she's pregnant, and it shatters Don's plan for the near 

future. So armed with this new news, Don has to rethink everything he planned 

for him and Rosie, creating a whole new project for him to focus on that 

inevitably starts one of the best novels I’ve read this year.  

Don and Rosie really are the most hilarious, unique and fun characters in a 



book you’ll find. They'll have you in hysterics, then crying, and then laughing 

again. ‘The Rosie Effect’ was the perfect addition to ‘The Rosie Project’ and I 

can't wait to read more from Graeme Simsion's witty, imaginative writing 

style. A marvellous, incredible story that will be top of everyone's to-read list! 

You'll fall for Rosie and Don time after time. 

 

Zarina de Ruiter -  www.pagetostagereviews.com  

‘The Rosie Effect’ is a worthy sequel to ‘The Rosie Project’. The novel 

was both humorous and though-provoking while capturing the 

charm and peculiarity of the first novel perfectly.  

Initially I thought that author Graeme Simsion wouldn't be able to replicate the 

unique humour of ‘The Rosie Project’ in his second novel, as the readers by now 

would be used to Don's different approach to everyday things in life, but I 

actually found it much more fresh this time around. And where I found it a little 

difficult to get used to Don's voice the first time around, when opening the pages 

of the second instalment it felt like revisiting an old friend and I found it easy to 

be pulled back into the peculiar world of the professor. Just as Don has found 

his Rosie, so has Simsion found Don's voice.  

One thing that did grate on me while reading, was Rosie's changing attitude to 

Don. It may have been the hormones that made her so intolerant, but I found 

that what she largely blamed Don for, was actually nothing to do with Don's 

inability to connect with other humans on an emotional level. Rather it was that 

it's neigh impossible for prospective fathers to connect intensely to their unborn 

child as they don't have the literal physical connection, like the mother does. 

Despite this minor niggle, I found ‘The Rosie Effect’ a worthy sequel to ‘The 

Rosie Project’. The novel was both humorous and though-provoking while 

capturing the charm and peculiarity of the first novel perfectly, making it work 

even better this time around. I also liked and understood Don better after 

having spent more time with him and I look forward already to what Graeme 

Simsion has in store for his leading man next, as I'm positive that his story has 

only just begun. 

 

Sarah Musk 

Don Tillman is still as adorably funny but tries a bit too hard in this sequel to 

‘The Rosie Project’ with almost disastrous results.  

 



This is the second book about Don Tillman and I have to say I didn't enjoy it 

quite as much as the first one.  Don is still as lovable and well-meaning as ever 

but I found the story quite confusing at times especially the Lesbian Mothers 

Project.  It wasn't very clearly explained what Don was doing wrong in relation 

to Rosie and her pregnancy and I kept thinking that she fell in love with how he 

was in the first place so why should she be surprised with how he reacts to the 

prospect of having a child. 

The fixes he gets himself into through his innocence and people 

misunderstanding him are still very funny.  The results of his research in a park 

observing children at play is very amusing and I love his wonderful ability to 

make friends and his total acceptance of the weaknesses and foibles of his all too 

human friends.  I did still love Don Tillman and his funny little ways 

but compared to the total, fresh enjoyment of the first book, ‘The 

Rosie Effect’ fell slightly short.  It must be difficult to better a first book so 

wonderfully funny and so successful.  Graeme Simsion has almost done it but 

not quite. 

 

Catherine Larner -  www.catherinelarner.com/ Twitter @CatherineLarner 

Funny, moving, witty and original - Don and Rosie's married life is 

just as entertaining as their courtship!  

Don Tillman is socially inept and takes everything in life very literally. When he 

decided to find a life partner, he designed a questionnaire listing his demanding 

criteria. Rosie was everything he had been intending to avoid yet he married her. 

We meet them a year later, in New York, still acclimatising to their life together 

when Rosie announces she's pregnant. 

This wasn’t on Don’s schedule but he seeks to tackle it as he does all other 

developments in his life – with a spreadsheet. 

A bewildering life event for the best of us, Don receives advice but doesn’t know 

how to filter it correctly. The inevitable scrapes and misunderstandings result. 

The reader can often see these coming but Don's lack of embarrassment and his 

ability to extricate himself from difficult situations through persuasive argument 

means we can enjoy it all without cringing or reservation. And he's such a great 

character that we are on his side, not laughing at him. 

But the changes affecting Rosie, biologically and emotionally, mean that she can 

no longer delight in Don's unique approach to life. Does this mean Don will once 

again be alone? 



This is a great book; it has all the charm, humour and originality of 'The Rosie 

Project' with the added pleasure of allowing us to get to know Don and Rosie 

better. It’s brilliant! 

 

Glynis Elliot 

Oh dear, I so loved the Rosie Project and laughed out loud with it and 

chuckled quietly.  I also recommended it to many people but 

unfortunately I can't say the same about ‘The Rosie Effect’.  I felt the 

author was trying too hard and the character of Don Tillman didn't come across 

in the same way.  Instead of being endearing he was just profoundly irritating.  

Things might have improved if the pregnancy hadn't been so drawn out and that 

the baby had arrived with the resulting consequences.  But I guess the author is 

leaving that for another book.  Big mistake.    

 

Susan Walsh - twitter @truckermercedes 

A delight, thoroughly enjoyable read. 

Rosie suddenly finds out she is pregnant & the whole lifestyle of this weirdly 

matched couple is suddenly about to change. Don gets into all sorts of 

situations, his friend the womanising Gene moves into their new apartment, not 

helping matters. It’s a comedy caper with a twist. 

You can't help but love the characters, it's simply another superb episode in Don 

Tillmans logical world. 

Easily as delightful a read as ‘The Rosie Project’. 

Quirky to say the least, you will simply love it. 

 

Judi Davies  

Another hit from Graeme Simsion! Warm, witty & totally addictive, 

this is a must-read. Read ‘The Rosie Project’ first to engage with the hilarious 

characters of Don & Rosie. Then catch up with them again in this fabulous book. 

Don at first frustrates the reader, then makes her fall in love with him. Rosie 

will do the same with male readers. Both sexes will enjoy the story. Don't 

miss this one! 

 

Jayne Burton 



Another Don Tillman great!  

Don Tillman is back in force with all his awkwardness and unusual way of 

seeing the world.  What a brilliant follow up to the 'Rosie Project' where Don is 

faced with a new dilemma and has to find a way of working with it (and Rosie) 

but in a purely scientific and Don Tillman way.  Lots of very funny and cringe 

making moments and sad ones too.  A big book, a big story and an 

excellent and entertaining read.   More Don Tillman please Graeme! 

 

Sharon Butler 

The second book in the life of Rosie and Don, following the trials and 

tribulations of Rosie being pregnant and the way in which Don handles 

impending fatherhood.  

Don Tillman, Professor of Genetics first introduced in ‘The Rosie Project’, is now 

married to Rosie and living a nice structured life.  Then Rosie announces she’s 

pregnant and the story is basically how they deal with this unplanned event and 

how Don is going to cope with being a Daddy to “Bud” (baby under 

development). 

I must admit, having read the first book, I found this one a little 

frustrating and repetitive at times and just wanted to give Don a big 

kick up the bum, as no one could possibly be that socially inept to get himself 

into so much trouble whilst trying to do some research into having a child!   

Saying that, it’s a nice continuing story of a mismatched couple and their way of 

dealing with impending parenthood. 

 


