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Edel Waugh 

When I first saw the new edition 

of this book I fell in love with the 

pretty cover instantly and as I 

began reading it, it just got 

better! 

The story is about Anna, a girl from 

very noble stock in Russia who has to 

move to England after tragedy befalls 

her family. Making the journey to 

England with a large helpful book full 

of tips and many hopes and dreams 

this young lady is set to work in a very 

fine house where she will be a maid. If 

you are a fan of ‘Downton Abbey’ then 

you will like the comradery between 

the below stairs staff in the book and 

the complications of the lives of those 

who live upstairs. As Anna has more 

nobility in her then they realise, even 

her uniform cannot hide her breeding 

that shines through in her manners and beauty.  

This was a feel good story, Anna is a gorgeous character to read about in every 

way but there has to be a horrible character in every story and this one has that 

too creating tension and unease. I even stayed up late to finish this as I wanted 

to see if there would be a happy ending. Gorgeous book! Go add this to your 

TBR list now.  

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.co.uk/2015/10/the-secret-countess-by-eva-

ibbotson.html 

Hannah Ward 



Thank you to Lovereading for sending me this book, this is the second book of 

Eva Ibbotson's I have read and enjoyed. The new covers I find are truly 

magical, especially this one. This story is set in 1919, and concentrates on 

Anna's story who I absolutely loved, she is a real gem and such a 

lovely human being. There are some other very colourful characters from 

the aristocratic party guests to the other servants who work alongside Anna. A 

truly magical tale.  

http://echoesinanemptyroom.com 

 

Catherine Bryce  

A truly well written romantic love story with a surprising twist.  

This is the third novel by Eva Ibbotson that I have read and must say each book 

is as good as the previous books.  Again the Author draws on her own life 

experiences for the background of the novel and it is well written, very 

descriptive and is light reading so ideal for a book at bedtime. 

The genres of the book falls into romance, mystery and thriller and is sure to 

satisfy readers who enjoy these genres.  Again as in previous books, the Author 

takes the reader through Anna's journey from her rich background to meeting 

and finding her new lover and the trials that she has to face on her own and also 

those with her new lover. The ending of the book is excellent and surprising, is 

her secret revealed? A must-read to find the answer and the reader won't be 

disappointed. 

 

Kush Melwani  

An enchanting tale perfect for fans of Downton Abbey and 

Cinderella!  

I loved this book so much. Eva Ibbotson is one of the most beautiful writers I 

have come across. I read this book over the course of two weeks because I didn't 

want it to end. It's a beautifully engaging story set after the First World War 

with amazing characters. And don't even get me started on the writing! It was 

so opulent that most of the time I found myself reading it out loud just to 

further appreciate the words. My only complaint would be that I wanted 

Rupert and Anna to have more time together, but apart from that, this book is 

beautiful, and I recommend it to everyone. 

 



Charnell Vevers 

This is yet another Eva Ibbotson novel that showcases how 

effortlessly she writes historical romance. This one takes place after the 

Russian revolution, where young Anna, a Russian Countess, has fled to 

England. She hides her aristocratic background out of necessity and finds 

herself a job, which sees her working as a servant in the home of the 

Westerholme family. 

Anna is a wonderful main character, she is a girl who has had a very privileged 

upbringing but that has never been allowed to go to her head. She is determined 

and very hard working, she never once sees herself above or better than any of 

the other servants that she meets during her time at the house. She's kind 

hearted and caring, the kind of character you can't help but instantly like and 

root for.  

This book would definitely be perfect for anyone who is a fan of Downton 

Abbey, this book is very similar to it and I feel you would love it just as much. If 

you have always wanted to find Downton Abbey in book form, this is the book 

for you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


