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Emily Wright 

A captivating novel; this book 

enveloped me in a warm hug 

whilst taking me on an 

emotional rollercoaster. 

Four generations of one family… 

four very different lives… this is 

the story of Hannah, Clara, Ava 

and Nathalie. 

Every family has secrets. Clara 

Conway feels she needs to share 

hers with the next generation so 

she contacts her estranged 

granddaughter, Nathalie. The two 

women share a love of sewing; as 

Clara teaches Nathalie to quilt 

they become each other’s 

confidantes. Nestled in Clara’s 

sewing room is a bundle of letters. 

Penned by Clara’s mother, 

Hannah, these letters tell a 

remarkable story of courage in the face of suffering and an extraordinary love 

which survived against all the odds. Clara’s daughter Ava, feisty and fiery, runs 

a fashion boutique. However, her outward success masks Ava’s grief at losing a 

precious loved one. A thread of inner strength has been passed down the 

generations. Each woman must find theirs; allowing secrets from the past to be 

unveiled in order to create a stronger family unit for the future… 

I found this book both heartbreaking and heartwarming, but above all, 

memorable. Hannah’s letters made the book stand out for me; they were 

bittersweet and full of hope. Like the beautiful patchwork quilts in the novel, 



Emma Hannigan skillfully pieces together elements of adversity, forgiveness, 

love and hope. Contrasting sensitive topics with the cosiness of the book’s small 

Irish town setting; ‘The Secrets We Share’ has a compassionate heart and soul. 

 

Julie Wragg  

Family secrets are finally shared and past hurts healed in this 

charming novel.  

‘The Secrets We Share ‘is a family story about how an outwardly successful 

woman manages her troubled family history and supports them to a more 

positive future.  Clara Conway is now eighty and wants to settle things between 

her son, Max who left twenty years ago and her emotionally repressed daughter 

Ava who cannot forgive her brother for abandoning her. 

When Clara discovers Max and his family in America she offers to help her 

newly-found granddaughter, Nathalie who is unable to come to terms with a 

recent loss.  Nathalie doesn’t want to go to Ireland to stay with a grandmother 

she thought was long gone,  but she develops an unexpected bond with Clara 

which is strengthened by their shared work on a patchwork quilt and the 

gradual disclosure of Clara’s mother, Hannah’s experiences in Austria during 

World War Two. 

As the book is loosely based on part of the author’s family history, the back story 

of Hannah was sensitively written and the threads of the family, their mistakes 

and the consequences create an engaging read.   

It’s a hopeful, uplifting story where pass mistakes and hurts are healed that 

charms the reader. 

 

Maz Tucker  

Another great book by Emma Hannigan from the Emerald Isle. This 

is a truly emotional book, and one minute you’ll be laughing, the 

next crying. Brilliantly written.  

I loved every bit of this book, I had trouble putting it down. The characters are 

portrayed so well they come to life. You are dragged into the story and you’re 

willing the characters on. Thanks for another great book. 

 

Rebecca Whymark  



Excellent book, a great holiday read.  

This book starts off a little slow and you wonder how it’s going to go. It carries 

on slowly but the way the characters and story are developed is excellent. They 

have such a depth. You feel you are getting know them and becoming part of the 

family. It’s an inspiring read with excellent lessons we can all learn when it 

comes to family relations. I had never read anything by this author but I will be 

re-reading this and finding other titles by her also. Give this a try, even if you 

are skeptical or it’s not normally your thing. You may be surprised. 

 

Nikki Clark  

An endearing story that will keep you turning the pages as secrets 

are shared.  

I really enjoyed Clara Conway’s family story in ‘The Secrets We Share’; it is 

warm and inviting and although it spans time and place it feels cosy and 

intimate. Emma Hannigan cleverly shows how each piece of the Conway 

family’s history, forms a patchwork quilt of emotions that gives each character 

depth. As secrets are shared between generations the story unfolds to reveal 

many choices and mistakes made over time but as demonstrated through Clara, 

there is little point in regret and sadness. Overall I found this book to be utterly 

charming and would not hesitate to recommend it. 

 

Lisa Lamb  

An absolutely absorbing family "story" with loveable characters. I 

will be seeking out further titles by this author.  

I love a good gory murder or psychological thriller, so this is not my usual type 

of read and I wasn’t sure what to expect. 

Emma Hannigan has written a beautiful, absorbing tale. The main character 

Clara is so real and likeable, I wanted her to be my "Oma". You really do feel for 

the characters and my heart genuinely did break for them all (particularly Ava) 

as the secrets were revealed, and I even shed a few tears. 

As I said, this is the first I have read anything by Emma Hannigan but I will 

certainly be looking out for more of her work. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book and would highly recommend it to other readers. 

 



Carolyn Huckfield  

A story that covering three generations of Clara's family. Clara 

wants to put things right and this is the novel that should push 

Emma Hannigan into the A list of contemporary Irish writers. 

This is a story that covers three generations of Clara Conway’s family Clara 

herself is in her eighties and wants to reach out to her estranged son Max and   

his teenage daughter, Nathalie who are in the USA. Clara has just found out 

about Nathalie and contacts her by letter. Nathalie has been through a dreadful 

experience that has changed her outlook on life and she chooses to visit Clara in 

Ireland. During her visit secrets are unlocked and sharing them can heal the rift 

in the family. I loved this book and the revelations and surprises that come out 

are as good as any you find in soap operas! Max ran off to the USA but there 

are questions he needs answering and Eva is Clara’s daughter whose broken 

heart has turned her into a sad and disheartened  woman and it is wonderful 

when the spilled secrets offer her another chance at happiness too. 

This is the novel that should push Emma Hannigan into the A list of 

contemporary Irish novelists. This is a fantastic read and there are scenes that 

remind me of Maeve Binchy, which is the biggest compliment I can pay to 

Hannigan’s writing. 

 

Anne Cater  

I become totally engrossed in this story which on the face of it appears to be a 

fairly light read, and whilst it is a very easy read, the author deals with some 

hard-hitting and sensitive issues, giving the story a depth that I really did not 

expect. 

Emma Hannigan's writing is warm and sincere, she loosely based the plot of 

‘The Secrets We Share’ on her own family history, and the realism and 

authenticity of her story shines through. 

The characters who populate the story are wonderful; Clara is wise, yet sad, she 

knows that she has made mistakes over the years, and that her actions have 

caused harm, yet she has learned from this and is determined to make things 

right. She is quirky and funny and a little bit over the top. Clara's daughter Ava 

was possibly my favourite character; a complex woman who has hidden depths 

that she hides from everyone, even herself. Ava stumbles from one disaster to 

another, never learning and dogged in her desire never to be hurt again. 

Nathalie is bright and enquiring, she is sad and confused, but has inherited her 



grandmother's wise ways. 

‘The Secrets We Share’ is emotional, endearing and very enjoyable. 

Emma Hannigan is a gifted storyteller. I enjoyed this story so very 

much. 

http://randomthingsthroughmyletterbox.blogspot.co.uk/ 

 

Judith Waring  

And what a lot of secrets there are to be discovered! Perfect to read 

with a cup of tea to hand and no desire to get up until you've got to 

the last page.  

I read this book within days of receiving it. It's a very easy to read novel that 

grabs your interest from the first page and it's so well written that it just flows 

off the pages.  

The main character Clara has just turned eighty and feels now is the right time 

to put her personal world to rights before she dies and hires a private detective 

to find her estranged son who moved to America. In doing so she discovers she 

has a young grand-daughter Natalie who then comes into her life to recuperate 

after a car accident. 

But you soon realise that all of the characters involved in the story have secrets 

that they have been hiding from each other and these unfold as Natalie arrives 

in Ireland and events begin to unfurl. By the time you get to discover Ava's 

secret I can tell you that you will need tissues to hand! 

A lovely warm and gentle novel to read and which I will be passing on to my 

mum at home in Northern Ireland who will love to read this too. Always good to 

read a new author who I will look out for now in the bookshop. 

 

Christine Waddington 

This novel is very different from Emma Hannigan’s previous novels 

and readers expecting a similar style will be surprised. 

It tells the story of an estranged family - son Max in the US with his wife Amber 

and daughter Nathalie and mother Clara and her daughter Ava in Ireland. 

Both Max and Ava have been emotionally damaged by events in the past 

although they have dealt with this in very different ways. Things come to a head 

in a surprising way........ 



Emma Hannigan deals well with darker themes in this book. I enjoyed the way 

she developed the relationship between Clara and her granddaughter Nathalie, 

with their common bond of sewing. 

I found some of the dialogue in the US part of the book quite stilted and could 

not warm to Max or Amber at all. Ava is an extremely volatile character, ever 

seeking something but never being satisfied and very different from her calm 

mother. 

So many secrets were revealed by the end of the book - an almost overwhelming 

amount in fact. I`m not sure they were all necessary. 

On the whole I did not enjoy this book as much as previous ones.  

 

Janet Gilliard 

This is the third Emma Hannigan novel I have read and she gets better each 

time. This is the story of Nathalie and her grandmother Clara and some letters 

from the past. The language is a little stilted at times but otherwise this is a 

fantastic book. The story gripped me from the first page to the last and 

I read it within 48 hours nearly missing my bus stop in the process. 

Highly recommended. 

 

Joan Sidwell 

Clara Conway’s family has been torn apart by secrets and she hasn’t seen her 

son, Max for 20 years since he went to Los Angeles after a huge family 

disagreement.  Clara tries to build bridges by inviting Max’s daughter, Nathalie 

to Ireland to stay with her.  

This is very much a family story, it starts with a tragedy in Nathalie’s life and 

throughout the book there is the poignant story of Clara’s parents and her 

childhood through and beyond the Second World War, told in letters which 

Nathalie discovers as she tries to come to terms with her own loss and life in 

another country.  As the book enfolds more secrets and tragedies are revealed 

by Max himself, Ava, Clara’s daughter and Clara too but running through the 

whole story is a feeling of optimism and hope that everything in the end 

happens for a reason and all will become as it should be. 

 Emma Hannigan’s inspiration for the book came from her own grandmother so 

there is an element of real family history throughout Clara’s story.  It is 

beautifully told, full of warmth, I wanted to visit Clara’s house and 



peep into the sewing room, where Clara and Nathalie bond by making a 

quilt from the gorgeous fabrics Clara has collected and then eat some of the 

wonderful food that Clara cooks.  There is even a recipe for chocolate cake at the 

front of the book.     

This is a book to curl up with and savour, highly recommended.  

 

Lesley Hart  

I really enjoyed this well written story of a family healing itself, 

after 20 years of silence, through the connection made by a grieving 

grandmother and the granddaughter she meets as a young adult.  

The descriptions throughout Emma Hannigan's tale really brought the 

characters and story to life.  Initially the story deals with Clara getting in touch 

with the troubled teenage granddaughter she's never met and how they get to 

know each other, despite the differences in their lifestyles and the obvious age 

difference.  The book goes through many twists and turns as the story unfolds 

and this keeps the pages turning rapidly as you race to find out what will 

happen to the characters next.  A fabulous holiday read, I really enjoyed this 

book. 

 

Wendy Stubbs  

The best read so far from Emma Hannigan. 

Captivated from the start, I was engrossed in an intertwining story 

of generations. The love between the estranged family members 

enraptured me.  

I am a big Emma Hannigan fan.  But this has to be her best story so far. 

Captivating from the beginning and so moving.  Family secrets unfold and a 

tangled web unwinds.   

A granddaughter discovers a family she didn't know existed and travels across 

the miles to Ireland, to be greeted by a Grandmother who holds the key to the 

family she has never known. Family secrets unfold through letters going back to 

the Concentration Camps and love and trust builds. 

A great read, lots of tears and laughter along the way, but a joy to the end. 

 

Ruth  



This book is a mesmerising story about love, self-discovery and the 

torment of loss and grief.   A gem of a book, worth keeping on the 

shelves for a second read in the future.  

This book is a mesmerising story about love, self-discovery and the torment of 

loss and grief.  I found it to be beautifully and sensitively written.  I enjoyed it 

from beginning to ends, tears, laughter and all.  Emma Hannigan fills a Maeve 

Binchy shaped hole in my book shelf and I am delighted that I have now 

discovered her books.  The two main characters in the book are separated by a 

generation, which means I could relate to both being halfway between them in 

age!   Nathalie a teenage girl growing up in the US is left devastated after a 

tragic accident and even more astounded to then discover she is to be shipped 

off to Ireland to be with a Grandmother she didn't even know existed.  Her 

Grandmother in Ireland is an amazing, talented and loving woman with an 

interesting past.  Together they heal wounds as they learn about each other 

touching all those around them.  As it says in the blurb “Some secrets are meant 

to be shared” and in this novel those secrets are as delightful as they are 

disturbing.  Another gem of a book, worth keeping on the shelves for a second 

read in the future. 

 

Celeste McCreesh 

Meet Clara Conway, an 80 year old lady who's been a very successful 

businesswoman, a loving wife and mother but in turn has a few secrets that she 

hopes can be kept that way.  Her family has fallen apart, her son Max 

emigrated to the US years ago where his abrupt disappearance left the Conway 

family heartbroken and she has yet to meet her teenage granddaughter 

Nathalie, because Max and his mother no longer speak.  Tragedy strikes in the 

US and Clara unexpectedly reaches out to Nathalie where she is sent off to 

Ireland to spend some time with her grandmother and Aunts.  Will the secrets 

that have been held so deep resurface?  Is this a chance to heal old wounds and 

become a family again?? 

I didn't just like it, I really LOVED it.  It reminded me a lot of my Nana 

when I was growing up and how much I loved being around her.  It is a very 

bittersweet and heart-warming read, the story flows well throughout the book.  

I really enjoyed Emma's book, it kept me turning the pages until the very end. 

This story had it all  - a little bit of humour, love, family, protectiveness to more 

sensitive and hard-hitting issues - I found I had a little tear in my eye at the end 

along with shedding a few along the way. So grab this book, curl up on the 



couch and prepare to have a few lump in your throat moments too.  

It definitely didn't disappoint. 

 

 

 

 

 


