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Helen Lowry  

Take a step back to Elizabethan 

England, alongside vampires, 

witches and daemons. All in the 

same book providing an exciting 

tale where they all meet together.  

After loving ‘A Discovery of Witches’ 

I was delighted to have the 

opportunity to read and review the 

second in the trilogy, ‘Shadow of 

Night’. A word of advice, read the 

books in order!  

The book picks up as Matthew and 

Diana have returned to 1590, in the 

heart of Elizabethan England. As 

this point, the book is pure historical 

fiction, with vampires, witches and 

daemons thrown in for good 

measure. From my point of view, an 

exciting combination.  

As such, there is a lot of description here and occasionally, this does make the 

book move rather slowly. But, as a history lover, I did find it enjoyable none the 

less.       

Back in 1590, Matthew, we discover, is a spy for Queen Elizabeth 1, one of many 

secrets Diana will find out about her husband. She also meets the playwright, 

Christopher Marlowe, not her biggest fan, and Sir Walter Raleigh. These 

characters come to life on the page through the author’s inspired writing.  

The couple have two aims, to find the book Ashmole 782 and to find another 

witch who can help Diana with her powers.     



I thought this book was excellent, combining history with the 

entertaining and often shady characters. A page-turner, without 

doubt. 

 

Sarah Jones  

A fascinating continuation of the love story of a twenty first century witch and a 

centuries old vampire, this time set in the sixteenth century.  

Diana and Matthew's love story continues as to develop her powers and avoid 

the Congregation they time travel to hide in the sixteenth century. 

This plot may sound far fetched but this was my favourite book of the trilogy. 

Spending time in London, Italy and France with appearances from Christopher 

Marlowe, Sir Walter Raleigh and even Elizabeth I, this was a brilliant idea to 

enhance and develop the plot as well as Diana's powers. I can't emphasise how 

much I enjoyed this book! It was wonderful to meet the enigmatic patriarch 

Philippe, learn more about witches and daemons and meet someone unexpected. 

Diana becomes stronger in her craft and herself, becoming even more of an 

equal to Matthew. Another fantastic group of supporting characters with my 

particular favourites being Philippe, Andrew Hubbard and of course 

Gallowglass. There was so much detail and information, all relevant, 

and this was one of those books where I become wrapped up in the 

story and ‘couldn't stop reading even though I didn't want it to end! 

 

Evelyn Love- Gajardo 

I found this sequel harder to get in to than 'A Discovery of Witches', as for a 

while it seemed just to go on with not much happening, setting the scene for the 

main action of the book, when Matthew and Diana travel back to the 16th 

century. That was when it picked up for me, as the author recreated the 

atmosphere of Shakespearean London in great detail and the story moved 

forward. I'm not usually a fan of this type of novel, but it did leave me 

wanting to read the last book in the trilogy and find out what 

happens to Diana and Matthew. 

 


