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Iris Clements 

An intriguing story where the mystery 

takes place aboard a luxury yacht 

sailing to Iceland.  When the yacht 

arrives, there is no one on board so 

what could have happened to the three 

crew and a family with two young 

children and how did the yacht sail 

into the harbour with no one aboard? 

There are two strands to this saga, 

one on the yacht and another on dry 

land but the two threads come 

together in this intricate mystery 

which is very different from other 

novels in this genre. 

I was kept in suspense 

throughout and didn’t want it to 

end.  

 

Phylippa Smithson  

When I first started reading this book, I told my friend that it was 

hard going.  Can't believe that was 3 days ago – I have just turned 

the last page and am gutted it is all over!  

The story is very cleverly revealed by following the steps of a lawyer who takes 

on a case of a missing husband, his wife and their two young twin daughters, on 

behalf of their family and then switches to unravelling what actually happened.  

This is done by looking back in time to the day to day lives of the victims during 

the crossing. 

Thora, the lawyer, is appointed by the parents of Aegir, who has disappeared, 



with his family having left port to sail a luxury yacht back from their Lison 

holiday to their home in Iceland.  Aegir's is employed by a resolution committee 

to recover the 'Lady K' (the luxury craft) of a bankrupt man and he agrees to 

take on the challenge as the minimum number of crew is reduced when one has 

an accident before departure. 

So, how did Lady K manage to sail into a harbour in Iceland with no-one on 

board – 7 departed Lisbon? 

It's so difficult to write this without giving the game away.  But its only by 

turning each individual page does the answer finally reveal itself.  Nothing 

forewarns the reader of what might exist at the end of a chapter. 

Suffice to say, it's quite the most brilliant thriller I have read in an age.  I'll 

never pre-judge a book from the opening few chapters again! 

 

Sarah Webb  

A real page turner  

This is a locked-room story, but set on a luxury yacht.  The yacht arrives in 

Reykjavik harbour with no-one aboard.  The book then entwines two stories: 

Thora, local lawyer, investigating what’s happened; and the second story 

flashing back to tell what happened on the yacht.   

I don’t read many crime books, but I thought this was a real page turner, and 

quite creepy in places. 

 

Emma Barton  

This Icelandic thriller is a real page turner that keeps you guessing 

until the final chapter.  

‘The Silence of The Sea’ is the kind of book that makes you immediately search 

out other titles from the same author. Set in Iceland, it follows lawyer Thora 

Gudmundsdottir as she tries to help the parents of a man who has vanished, 

along with his wife, twin daughters and crew, from a luxury yacht. The book 

alternates between Thora and the actual yacht voyage from Lisbon to Iceland 

as we find out what horrors happened aboard and the reasons why.  

I pride myself on guessing the guilty party in thrillers but this book defeated me. 

The final chapters were quite confusing as they revealed the facts behind the ill-

fated voyage, and I admit the character's names took a while to stick in my 

brain at the start of the book. 



I will certainly be seeking out more titles by this author who has written earlier 

novels featuring Thora, the lawyer from ‘The Silence of the Sea’ as the main 

character. 

 

Lisa Lamb  

An absolute must ready - a creepy, atmospheric mystery which kept 

me reading way into the wee small hours. 

Oh my goodness, this had me completely gripped from the get-go!! Extremely 

cleverly compiled story, with the two perspectives working together to piece 

together the mystery. 

A chilling suspense, seriously creepy at times that kept me guessing until the 

very end. 

An absolute must read, and I will certainly be seeking out more by this author! 

 

Suzanne  

A tightly plotted thriller that kept you hooked with a steady stream 

of clues and misdirection.  

For me this was a slow starter but once I had got used to the style of flipping 

between viewpoints, the pace soon picked up and you became engrossed in 

trying to piece together all the clues from the action on land and at sea. 

Even with all the tantalising pointers gleaned from the unfolding story, this 

thriller kept you guessing until the very end. 

The only thing that I found distracting was the attempts to fill in a backstory for 

the central investigating character - it didn't seem to contribute to the story nor 

did I feel it added any depth to her personality.  I'm sure if Thora goes on to star 

in more books (and I hope Yrsa plans to write more) this will become less 

jarring as we get to know her better. 

Twitter: @suzannened 

 

Sarah Musk  

A truly gripping, scary thriller set on board a luxurious yacht.  The 

suspense is unbearable - I was almost scared to continue reading at 

times.  



This is a really creepy, scary well-written book.  The two storylines running 

alongside each other are very cleverly interwoven and are constantly filling in 

the pieces of the mystery. 

Dramas at sea are often very menacing and sinister and Yrsa Sigurdottir keeps 

the pace and suspense of the story at constant nerve-wracking pitch throughout.  

I had to keep reading but sometimes found the whole situation on the yacht 

almost unbearable. 

There is a very likeable lawyer called Thora, who is called in by one of the 

families to investigate the situation.  She is clever and canny but has a very 

sullen, rude secretary who she finds very difficult to handle.  It is an interesting 

relationship and I can see that it is one that could carry on into other books.   

I would definitely read more books by this author.  She tells a good tale with 

plenty of twists and turns and suspense along the way.  I hope she continues 

with Thora and Bella since I liked them both.  Iceland is also an interesting 

backdrop for the book.  It is a country which is different - on the edge of Europe 

- and this gives ‘The Silence of the Sea’ extra complexity which enhances the 

story. 

 

Megan Williams  

 ‘The Silence of the Sea’ proves to be a spine-chilling crime novel that had me 

guessing until the very end.  Yrsa Sigurdardottir weaves a tale of mystery and 

suspense with a perfect tempo as we swing between the comfortable life of the 

heart-warming lawyer Thora in the present as she attempts to unveil what 

actually happened to the missing crew on the abandoned yacht; and the small 

tense world that formerly existed on the yacht and the building tension between 

its passengers. Although you can’t help but attempt to guess the outcome of the 

missing yacht crew I am certain that the ending won’t fail to surprise 

even the most imaginative of the novel’s readers. I thoroughly enjoyed 

this fast-paced surprising novel full of suspense, intrigue and mystery; a true 

page turner that will undoubtedly make you uncomfortable in your 

seat. 

 

Les Warriner  

A beautifully crafted mystery that captures the imagination from 

the first page to the last.  

A luxury yacht crashes into a pier in Reykyavik harbour late one night.  The 



welcoming party can find no-one on board, which brings into play the least 

likely of heroines to try and find the missing crew and passengers. 

Thora, a middle-aged lawyer is hired by the parents of Aegir the representative 

of the banks which had repossessed the yacht.  He was on board with his wife 

and twin daughters and when a crew member was injured before departure, he 

had volunteered to assist the remaining crew on the journey from Lisbon.  

Thora's task was to establish whether their son and his family were alive or 

dead so as to secure the future of his youngest child left in their care. 

Chapters alternate between the present - Thora's dogged search for the truth, 

and the past - the yacht's journey from Lisbon to Reykyavik.  The mystery is 

both intense and compulsive.  Strange happenings on board lend an eerie 

shadow which actually sent a shiver down my spine at one stage. 

This reader was in the dark until the very end.  I have no hesitation in 

recommending this novel. 

 

Emma Smith  

A slow paced ghostly thriller.  

A huge expensive yacht crashes into Reykjavik harbour and is found to have 

nobody onboard. The crew and a family of four have disappeared without a 

trace. The family who disappeared have left behind a toddler with her 

grandparents who hire a lawyer to help investigate the disappearance. 

This book starts reading like a ghost story with a very dark spooky feel 

throughout. I felt much more drawn to the events onboard the yacht rather than 

the story of the lawyer looking into the case. Luckily for me the book is much 

more focused on the events rather than the resulting investigation. 

Bit by bit the reader learns what really happened on board. Small occurrences 

give a sense of increasing danger but its unclear where that danger is coming 

from. 

I struggled to keep on track with this book. It didn't hold my attention and I was 

easily distracted by other things. It's a relatively slow paced thriller; things do 

keep happening to keep the story going but failed to draw me in. Overall a good 

slow paced thriller. 

www.mrsredwhite214.wordpress.com 

 

 



Fiona Rothery 

This thriller has an interesting plot with the disappearance of a family and the 

crew from a luxury yacht.  The story is told from the perspective of the lawyer 

Thora Gudmundsdottir who investigates the mystery as a result of the 

insurance claim.  The events surrounding the mystery unfold between the 

present day investigation and the past events told through the experiences of 

those who were on the yacht.  

After the first two chapters I was gripped by the story and as promised found it 

very chilling.  The style of writing was a bit flat at times probably due to the 

translation of the novel from Icelandic to English but the plot was certainly 

compelling and the characters still very vivid. 

I was very engrossed in the events and eagerly anticipated the promised 

dramatic twist at the end.  Sadly I found the end very predictable and it left me 

a bit disappointed.  It built to a climax and then fell flat as it switched suddenly 

into the summing up by Thora which involved a lot of guess work and 

unanswered questions. 

I enjoyed this thriller and would recommend it to anyone who likes a 

good mystery and detective story.  I could see this novel being made into a 

film with its very unusual plot and horrific events that keep you on the edge of 

your seat.  I would, however, have liked a different end to the mystery with a 

more surprising and unpredictable conclusion.  

 

Gill Wilmott 

I always wonder if foreign books are going to translate satisfactorily into 

English.  Well I needn’t have worried with this one. All credit goes not only to 

the author, but also to Victoria Cribb who translated it from the Icelandic in a 

very readable form. 

It’s the sort of locked-room mystery you’d expect a Jonathon Creek type 

character to be solving but instead it’s solved by a middle-aged, rather staid, 

female lawyer - Thora- while being plagued by a wonderfully portrayed  

secretary - Bella -  who’s a complete liability ! 

The book is written from two points of view, one being Thora’s, the other going 

back to actual events. This is a very effective way of slowly unravelling the 

story. 

There are a lot of twists and turns that keep you wanting to read on, 

with a very dramatic one that gives the final solution.  I understand 



that Thora appears in some of YRSA’s other books and I shall definitely be 

searching these out. 

 

Neil Beattie  

A great book with twists aplenty and an ending to keep you 

guessing.  

Hmm interesting book this one. I have read it twice for two reasons. One 

because it was so good, and two because the story is woven in such a way that a 

second reading helped me spot things I'd missed first time round. An interesting 

twist on the Marie Celeste mystery, well written characters especially Thora, 

who is a joy to read. All in all a good book with twists aplenty that will keep you 

guessing until the end. 

 

Lynne Morgan 

A real ‘Chiller’ of a story, with plenty of Nordic darkness and crime.   

Told mainly from the point of view of Lawyer Thora Gudmundsdottir, who 

manages to unravel the mystery of the empty yacht, while at the same time 

juggling her job dealing with the insurance claim and bringing up her family!   

Thora’s character was very appealing and well developed in the story.  I felt 

rapport with her rather than the other main characters in the book, who I 

thought should have evoked more compassion in me.  I didn’t really feel enough 

empathy with their situation or subsequent predicament. I think the other 

characters could have been developed more than they were, or at least that of 

Aegir, the other main narrator in the story.   

The story was written in a very modern way though, which I found 

quite refreshing and unique, and the plot itself was very distinctive.  

Descriptions of the sea and the icy landscape of Iceland instilled a chill, which 

added to the cold dark atmosphere of the story.   

This book will definitely appeal to those who love Scandi TV dramas.    

 

Jocelyn Garvey  

A cracking Mystery thriller. A great read full of unexpected twists 

and turns. Worth every second you spend with it. 

My nomination for every thriller prize of the year.  



The luxury yacht Karitas has been repossessed by the finance company and is 

being sailed back from Lisbon to Reykjavik. Aboard are the crew of 3 and the 

family of the agent of the finance company who has offered to help as one of the 

crew broke a leg in Lisbon and cannot sail. 

It arrives in Reykjavik steered by autopilot with no one on board. 

Where is everyone? 

Thora Gudmundsdottir, a lawyer, is retained by the parents of Aegir to enable 

them to claim the insurance money for their baby granddaughter who was too 

small to go on the trip. The story switches between her investigations and a 

narrative of what went on during the voyage. 

Where is Karitas herself? The spoilt wife of the ex-owner seems to have 

disappeared. 

Thora makes a great investigative heroine with a female desire to get every last 

piece of information. She starts to unearth inconsistencies. 

The further you get into the mystery the more hooked you get. Is it an accident, 

murder, pirates or conspiracy? Certainly spooky. 

This could be the mystery thriller of the year. 

The translation is seamless and it could have been written in English. 

A great read with an interesting twist in the tail. 

 

Gavin Dimmock - https://themoustachioedreader.wordpress.com 

A luxury yacht arrives at Reykjavik harbour; its crew and passengers missing. 

Lawyer, Thóra Gudmundsdóttir, must investigate. Was the yacht cursed? Or 

was it a crime?  

A fab read, intelligently written and well paced. A cracker. 

A luxury yacht sets sail from Lisbon with three crew members and a family of 

four on board. It is not seen or heard from again until it crashes into Reykjavik 

harbour; its crew and passengers are not on board. Thóra Gudmundsdóttir, a 

lawyer, is drawn deep into the mystery in her attempts to solve it. 

I’ve read a few Scandinavian authors, Henning Mankell, Stieg Larsson, Mons 

Kallentoft, Jo Nesbo, Anders Roslund and Borge Hellstrom chief among them. 

This, though, is my first exposure to Yrsa Sigurðardóttir, and I thoroughly 

enjoyed it. Sigurðardóttir is regarded as crime writing royalty in her native 

Iceland and, on the basis of this, the sixth novel to feature Thóra 



Gudmundsdóttir, I can fully understand why. 

It is a clever plot with interesting and intriguing characters. I didn't feel at a 

disadvantage by beginning with the sixth in the series; sometimes the reader 

can be at a disadvantage by joining an establish series when the characters 

have already developed personalities and histories; however, I didn't experience 

that. I felt quite at home with them and am keen to read the earlier books to 

learn more about the characters. 

Mention must be made of the translation from the original Icelandic text, as 

translations can often be awkward, hindering the reading enjoyment a little. 

This one flowed well and credit must go to Victoria Cribb for that. 

My verdict? I loved it and urge you all to visit Sigurðardóttir’s Iceland. 

 

   

  

 


