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Evelyn Barrett 

When Jen met Jason Masterson part of his 

attraction was his large, close family, and 

when Jen married Jason she became part of 

that happy band. She preferred to spend 

Sunday lunches and holidays with the 

Masterson’s than with her own mother, a 

solitary figure whom Jen found difficult. 

Poppy, Jason’s sister, became Jen’s best 

friend and Charles, his celebrity and perma

tanned father, became a substitute for the 

father who had apparently deserted Jen 

when she was only eight years old. Jason’s 

mother, Amelia was the openly loving 

mother Jen had always wanted.

Jen and Jason have raised their own family 

now and have seen both their two daughters 

off to university. Jen and Jason begin to 

rebuild their relationship as a couple, 

meanwhile life goes on as usual, Sunday 

lunches with Charles and Amelia, gossipy 

coffees with Poppy.  Then Jen discovers a 

secret so huge that it has the power to completely destroy the Masterson family. 

How can Jen divulge this knowledge, even to Jason, but how can she keep it to 

herself and still maintain her sanity?

Inevitably the burden of her silence becomes too much to bear but never in a 

million years could Jen imagine the consequences.

Jane Fallon draws her readers into the complexities of modern 

relationships and redefines the notion of family.
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Jane Fallon draws her readers into the complexities of modern 
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reader to consider whether absolute honesty is always necessary or even 

advisable in a relationship. Written in a sympathetic and intelligent 

style, this book is superbly enjoyable. 

 

Clare Turner 

Jen has been happily married to Jason for 22 years – or rather she has been 

happily married to his warm and welcoming family, who are such a contrast to 

her own. But then, inadvertently, she discovers a very dark secret about them 

and her world is turned upside down. 

Much of the book is concerned with her agonising over what she should do – 

and in the end, in drunken desperation and anger, she reveals all, in probably 

the worst possible way. And nothing will ever be the same, least of all for her. 

Especially when she realises that all her in-laws – and her husband – want 

nothing more than to preserve the status quo. 

This is a well told story, a good if rather light read, and it is hard not 

to sympathise with Jen’s impossible plight and wonder what one 

might do in such a predicament. If I had a criticism it is that the end is too 

neat – and too much happens to one person in a short time-span. But it 

entertained me and held my interest - I would recommend it for a journey, a 

waiting room or similar situation. 

 

Michelle Russ  

A very intriguing book which unfolds the complexities and uncovers 

the skeletons hidden by a seemingly perfect family.  

I was really pleased to get the opportunity to get to read this book as it seemed 

like it would be a real gripping read that would get under the skin of a family to 

uncover all sorts of things. 

The Mastertons are a perfect family. Charles and Amelia have three grown up 

children, three grandchildren and another on the way and are about to 

celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary. Amelia is a doting wife to successful 

businessman and minor celebrity Charles, and in the eyes of daughter in law 

Jen they are how a family should be. Close knit, enjoying each other’s company 

and open and honest with each other. 

But Jen finds out that all is not as it seems when she stumbles upon a secret that 

has been kept for 25 years. Not only has she discovered a secret that will change 



her view on her husband's family, but has to decide what to do with this 

information. 

I really enjoyed this book and loved getting to know the ins and outs of both 

sides of Jen's family life. I really like a story that digs deep into a family's dark 

side and exposes the seemingly perfect family unit for what it really is. You can 

probably tell that I have a complicated family. 

I did find that the story was a little slow in places, but I think that it was a slow 

burner with a good build up to the ultimate ending. I couldn't really see where it 

was going, but think I would have liked more of a shocking twist at the end. 

All in all, a good book and I will definitely look to read more by the 

author. 

You can read Michelle’s blog at: http://shelireads.wordpress.com or follow her 

on Twitter at: @shelireads 

 

Val Rowe  

This is my first encounter with Jane Fallon and it will not be my last. 

I am now longing to read her previous four novels.  

Jen's comfortable and rather predictable life is turned upside down when she 

unwittingly discovers a family secret. Confused and angry, she eventually 

pursues a path which results in further anxiety and in doing so, her life changes 

forever. 

An extremely readable and 'unputdownable' novel which uses cliffhangers to 

excite and tease the reader. The author paints a very clear picture of her 

characters as well as enabling us to experience Jen's dilemma.  

One of the key attractions as the book unfurls is that the reader is never quite 

sure what is going to happen next and I loved the unpredictability of several of 

the outcomes. The climax also succeeds in avoiding a fairy tale ending, keeping 

the reader content, yet questioning what the future holds for Jen. 

A fabulous read which I would recommend to all those who enjoy the intricacies 

and complexities of relationships. 

You can follow Val on Twitter: @Valbeasixties 

 

 

 



Helen Jones 

This is the first book I have read by Jane Fallon and was suitably 

impressed.   It is an easy read and once started hard to put down.   It 

tells the story of Jen whose ambition in life has always been to have an ordinary 

life and a big happy family.    On the surface she appears to have achieved this 

ambition, not spectacular but on her terms.   She is happily married to Jason or 

so she believes and also in love with being a member of his large family.    

But there is a hidden secret that she unexpectedly discovers and once she knows 

the truth she is faced with a huge dilemma should she keep it to herself or tell the 

truth and deal with the consequences, and no longer live with the lie.  These 

consequences open a can of worms and she realises her own marriage and life is 

not so perfect.   

  

Suzanne Marsh 

The reason I wanted to read ‘Skeletons’ is because I have also read and enjoyed 

reading ‘Foursome’ by Jane Fallon. 

 I wanted to read her other books ‘Getting Rid Of Matthew’, ‘Got You Back’, and 

‘The Ugly Sister’, but I have not round to buying them.   

 I loved reading ‘Skeletons’ from start to finish because Jane Fallon 

is so good at making a story full of situations that you can believe in. 

Jane knows how to keeps the reader wondering what is going to happen next.   

Jane makes all her characters seem real just like the girl next door that you 

know well and have feelings for.  

‘Skeletons’ is about Jen who is happily married to Jason. It appears that Jen an 

only child, has come to love her husband’s family more than her own. That is 

until while Jen is working in a hotel she discovers a dirty secret about her 

husband's father. This puts Jen in an awkward situation how can she keep the 

secret to herself?  

With this secret worrying Jen the big question is how long can she keep up a lie 

to her husband pretending nothing is wrong? If she tells the truth to her 

husband about his father can Jen live with an outcome that may tear his family 

apart? With Jen keeping this dirty secret to herself gradually she starts to 

become very distraught with hardly speaking to Jason's family. 

I highly recommend Skeletons to all readers who like reading about betrayal in 

family life novels. 



You can read Suzanne’s blog at: www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

 

Maureen Gourlay  

Jane Fallon never disappoints and this is another enjoyable page 

turner.   

Once the Skeletons are out of the closet you can't put them back - no matter how 

much you wish you could. Jane Fallons' latest page turner follows Jen and her 

dilemma over a secret she wishes she's never discovered. We start off in a cosy, 

comfy world but, like creeping round a dark house, you just know something is 

going to jump out and grab you and you are on the edge just waiting for it to 

happen. When it does you are not prepared for all that will follow and how Jen's 

attitude to her own family will change. Written with some funny and wry 

observations this is a riveting read that you will be sorry to finish. 

 

Sharon Butler  

Loved this book! The twist when Jen finds out ‘the secret’ was 

unexpected and it kept me reading until the end.  

Jen is an only child, but her husband has a large loving family which have 

welcomed her with open arms.  However that may all change as when she 

stumbles upon a secret about one of the family - her dilemma is whether to 

confront the person in question and whether or not to say anything to anyone.   

A great story about a family secret and the repercussions of knowing something 

about someone and the dilemma of what to do with that knowledge.     

Highly recommended. 

  

Zarina de Ruiter  

Perhaps it was my high expectations but I was disappointed by ‘Skeletons’. The 

story was perspicuous and predictable and I found the characters insipid, 

making it difficult to connect to any of them. Even main character Jen wasn't 

relatable or even remotely likeable. I understand that just as in life you can't like 

everyone, but feeling at least some sort of interest to what would happen to 

them next is very helpful in a novel, otherwise it becomes a struggle to finish it. 

My main issue lay with the fact that the character's relationships faltered on the 

unrealistic. It seemed unconceivable for instance that Jen had shared years of 



her life and secrets with best friend Poppy, only to be shunned completely when 

she was simply the messenger of some very bad news. Add to that Jen's whining 

and self-absorbed tendencies as well as her spineless husband and I simply 

stopped caring.  

While the novel was enjoyable enough for me to read it until the end, the 

journey there was amateurishly put together and instantly forgettable 

afterwards - even a mere week after finishing it I'm struggling writing this 

review as the story and characters have blended together with so many similar 

novels in my memory. 

This would have been an adequate debut from a writer venturing 

into the genre for the first time, but from an apparent master of 

storytelling such as Jane Fallon I expected more. 

You can read Zarina’s blog at:  http://www.pagetostagereviews.com 

 

Joanne Nuttie  

Very disappointed with this book, I have read all of Jane Fallon's 

other books and enjoyed, as light easy reads with believable story 

lines and characters... 

This was totally different, I thought the characters were very weak 

especially Jen who was the main character and throughout the book I wanted to 

give her a good shake!! Her reactions to the news she found out and 

subsequently kept from her in laws was just not believable... I appreciate she 

had a close relationship with them but it was just very farfetched and over the 

top!!  

By the time I had reached page 61 I had worked out the rest of the book as it was 

so predictable. I unfortunately had another 400 pages to read before the end. In 

all honesty I then skimmed the last 100 pages and I was obviously right with my 

initial thoughts.  

Will I read Jane Fallon again?  I'm afraid the answer is no. 

 

Linda Birt 

Having read ‘Getting Rid of Matthew’, I was expecting ‘Skeletons’ to be of the 

same high standard. Unfortunately I was left disappointed. 

 The main story line of Jen and her husbands loving family appeared to good to 

be true. When Jen discovers the 25 year old secret and in a drink induced rage , 



informs the family, she is cast as the outsider. Jen loses everything that is dear 

to her, as the family close ranks. The only good for Jen is that she has a 

relationship with her own mother again. What happens to Jen and the family I 

found hard to believe. 

Overall the novel was not what I expected from Jane Fallon, it was 

such a light read that I lost interest in the storyline. 

 

Helen Treadwell  

Is blood thicker than water? How strong are family ties? Those are two 

questions that Jane Fallon is exploring in ‘Skeletons’.  

Jen and Jason are happily married and she has come to love his family too.  

Then she discovers a secret which forces Jen to re-evaluate her idea of the 

perfect family. 

The book is written from the point of view of two different women; Jen and 

Cassie. These women live in completely different circumstances but are both 

desperate to belong to a family. 

I have read other books by Jane Fallon and found this to be not up to her usual 

standard. Jen is not always likeable and I sometimes found it hard to 

understand her motivations.  It was hard to feel sympathetic for the 

main characters and the story didn’t particularly grip me. 


