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Ann Peet  

Wonderful novel interweaving a 

fascinating time in Welsh history 

with a modern day tale of revenge. 

Completely captivating.  

Oh, I did enjoy this book. It is completely 

absorbing and for the last few days I've 

been swept up into the story of Miranda 

(Andy). In the present day she has moved to 

a remote house near Hay-on-Wye after a 

bereavement. The house is called Sleeper's 

Castle for a reason as Andy soon realises 

when her dreams start taking her back to 

the 1400s  - the time of Owain Glyndwr's 

uprising - and the world of a young woman, 

Catrin, caught up in those turbulent and 

dangerous times. Andy has her own 

dangers to face too.  

The two stories are cleverly interwoven and I loved both. Catrin and Andy are 

well-drawn courageous women and I felt utterly involved in both their worlds. 

The way in which the enchanting atmosphere of Hay is evoked is masterly. The 

tension builds and you are desperate to know what happens and yet the story is 

so engrossing that you don't want it to end. 

I've enjoyed several of Barbara Erskine's books but this is my favourite so far. 

And as well as being a great story, the setting of Hay-on-Wye is perfect - it is  a 

magical place that I love for its very special atmosphere.... And for all the 

bookshops. 



 

Pam Kennedy  

Great book, Barbara Erskine books are very good I have read them 

all and this is no exception.  

I have read all of Barbara Erskine's books and ‘Sleepers Castle’ is just as good if 

not better.  Although Welsh and English history is not my cup of tea (preferring 

Greek and Roman and the Romans fighting the ancient Brits), I really got into 

this book. Another of my favourite genres is reincarnation novels and when two 

worlds start to collide I love it. One more thing that Barbara  Erskine does for 

me are  the descriptions of the houses/cottages that the modern day heroines 

lives in I would like to live in them but not alone though  Andy is very brave 

staying on her own in an  unknown cottage and countryside  with only Pepper.    

I cannot say anymore for fear of spoiling the story but I would recommend this 

book to anyone it is brilliant and well worth waiting for.   

 

Janet Gilliard 

Barbara Erskine is back to her best with this dual time novel. At last 

she's moved away from ghost stories to what she does best although the modern 

stalker strand of the novel does not add much and could quite easily be 

dispensed with. 

Sleepers Castle is the link between recently bereaved Andy in the 21st century 

and Catrin in the 15th. Andy dreams about Catrin’s life as a seer and the battle 

for control of Wales between Owain Glyndwr and the English. Culpepper the cat 

is a link between the two centuries.  

I really enjoyed this book and couldn't wait to find out what happens. I also 

learnt more of the history of Wales. After 30 years Barbara has returned to Hay 

the setting of her first novel and also more to the style.  

 

Angela Rhodes 

The year is 1400, the place Sleepers Castle in Hay- On-Wye in Wales, and war is 

brewing, but Catrin has no time to worry about what is being whispered about, 

she is a young woman, and has fallen in love for the very first time but before 

she realises what is happening she is caught in the middle of the doomed war, a 

war her soothsayer father has spoken of. 

Fast forward to present day, Sleepers Castle is now home to Andy (Miranda) 

who is house sitting for her friend Sue, and is alone apart from Sue's cat Pepper 



 

and a grumpy gardener Bryn.  She loves the solitude and the safe feel the house 

gives her, until night time when her dreams start to become more and more 

real.  Andy is dreaming of Catrin, can see her but the strange thing is Catrin can 

see Andy too.  

As their dreams become more entangled, so do their lives and danger is not far 

behind. 

Thirty years after writing Lady Of Hay, Barbara Erskine has returned to Hay, 

and once again, the reader is transported back and forth between the 

past and the present with the ease and storytelling perfection that 

we the readers have grown to love. 

 

 

Debbie Patrick  

This author NEVER disappoints. Doesn’t feel like 30 years since ‘Lady of 

Hay’ was released. 

Hay 1400. War brewing in the Welsh Borders.  

Hay 2015. New occupants at Sleepers Castle.  

Was really looking forward to reading this. Has been a long time since I treated 

myself to a Barbara Erskine book, and it was worth the wait. 

Excellent story once again, good characters that you care about, wonderfully 

well written & researched. Felt like I was actually there both in 2015 with 

Miranda & co & 1400 with Catrin & co. 

Well recommended. Well worth reading. Looking forward to more books from 

Barbara Erskine. 

 

Glynis Elliott 

I am normally a fan of Ms Erskine but did struggle with ‘Sleeper's Castle’ 

finding it rather slow.  Andy did rather irritate me too as she came across as a 

victim rather than a strong character. However, as usual the novel was 

well written but in this particular instance not for me. 

 

Sheila Dale  

This is classic Barbara Erskine with the past and present colliding. A 



 

great follow up to ‘Lady of Hay’ and given an extra edge with 

additional characters being affected and involved in the plot.  

It gives an interesting background to the history, wars, politics and castles of 

Wales which will be useful on my next visit to the area. 

I found this book most readable and enjoyed it very much as will any fan of BE. 

 

Kathy Howell  

This is a really good read - and quite spooky!  

I haven't read Barbara Erskine before but will certainly look for her other 

novels. 

The story starts with the arrival of Andy, short for Miranda, at her friend’s 

house called Sleepers Castle, near Hay on Wye. It is soon clear that Andy, in her 

distress at her partner's death is able to talk and interact with spirits from the 

past history of the house.  Andy is intrigued with the story of the house and its 

former inhabitants and continues to dream of the past. She becomes more and 

more involved with these lives. Andy finds people around her to talk to who are 

also aware of the history of the house and that some people are able to tap into 

the past. 

The story is well written and moves between the eras easily and without 

confusing the reader. 

 

Julie Wragg  

Spooky dual timeline story for Erskine fans.  

Miranda’s life has gone into freefall after the death of her partner, Graham.  The 

chance to escape to an ancient house in the Welsh borders offers her respite and 

time to grieve but her solitude is disturbed by vivid dreams.  Dreams of her 

previous home in Kew allow the dangerous Rhona, Graham’s ex, into her new 

life.  However, it is the dreams of Catrin, poet and seer from the fifteenth 

century living through the battle for Welsh independence that truly entices 

Miranda into another world. 

All Barbara Erskine’s books involve magic, mystery and at times this one is a 

little spooky, I couldn’t decide whether it was going to become a full-blown 

ghost story at one point!  The theme of intertwining timelines is a common 

thread through all her books and as always is thoroughly researched.  It’s full of 

historical details and brings the past back to life, so much so that the modern 



 

characters felt a little thin in comparison.  I’ve read most of Erskine’s books and 

always enjoy them but it was Catrin’s story that I found most engaging. 

 

Nicola Kingswell  

An epic novel of two entwined stories where love triumphs over 

tragedy, set 600 years apart.  

After the death of her long term partner, Miranda (Andy) moves to Sleeper's 

Castle to house sit while her friend is overseas. Sleeper's Castle is a historical 

home in a remote part of the Welsh countryside, haunted by mysteries and 

ghosts. In her vulnerable state, Andy is more susceptible to the vivid dreams 

and visions of the previous residents, some 600 years ago. Here she see the 

story of Catrin, and her bard, poet and seer father Dafydd, during the time of 

the Welsh uprising against the English. With the help of Meryn, the local healer, 

Bryn the gardener and Sian, her friend, Andy learns to control the dreams 

before they destroy her. Thrown into this mix is the vengeful and highly 

unstable ex-wife of her dead partner who blames Andy for anything and 

everything. 

This is a wonderfully written epic novel mixing two different times anchored 

through location. The Catrin narrative is highly evocative of a troubled time in 

Wales’s history, while interwoven with Andy's story of grief, skeptisism and 

new age healing. 

 

Carolyn Huckfield  

Erskine takes us to the magical world of the marches between 

England and Wales. They are a border between today and the past 

where wizards and seers live alongside princes.  

Barbara Erskine has taken us back to the magical world of the marches between 

England and Wales that she introduced us to in ‘The Lady of Hay’, her first 

novel.  

Andy is an artist who finds refuge in Sleeper’s Castle. She has suffered a 

traumatic period in her life and tries to get over her partners death by staying 

here. The marches are described to her as a luminal place, a border between 

today and the past where wizards and seers live alongside princes and kings. 

Andy dreams of Caitlin, a young girl travelling around Wales with her father 

who is a seer. It is 1400 and war between the Welsh and English is coming. 



 

Caitlin and her father are caught in the middle of the events. They visit both 

Owain Glyndwr the legendary Prince of Wales and his English neighbour who 

plans to capture him. 

Erskine makes us feel that we are experiencing the dreams of these long ago 

events alongside Andy. As Andy finds out you have to be a dreamer to live in 

Sleepers’ Castle. 

 

Karin Gibson 

This is an excellent book. The characters are believable and their interaction 

draws you into the story. The two time periods are balanced well without either 

being too intrusive into the pace of the story. The story is well written and 

shows just how “eternal” Barbara Erskine is as an author and how the readers 

love this genre as she is still writing such excellent books after 30 years.   

The book is focused on Welsh history as was her first book Lady of Hay.  This 

book focuses on two young women, Andy (Miranda) who lives in Sleepers Castle 

following the death of her partner and Catrin and her father Dafydd who 

occupied the house living at the time of Owain Glyndwr. Both father and 

daughters are seers, this involves them in the war for welsh freedom. 

The story follows these women through the trauma of losing a loved one and the 

trials of living through the war between Prince Owain and King Henry.  The 

book is enjoyable and easy to read because of the excellence of the 

writing and I recommend it and give it 5 stars. 

 

Genevieve McAllister  

Barbara Erskine’s latest historical novel doesn’t disappoint, with a 

dual time-frame anchored by the setting of Sleeper’s Castle itself.  

The stories of Andy in the present day and Catrin in the fourteenth century are 

initially told separately but slowly intertwine and become part of one another.  

The supernatural is a strong element of this story and I suspended any disbelief 

at how readily Andy’s new friends accepted her explanation of what was 

happening to her and felt the way that Sleeper’s Castle was almost a character 

in its own right seemed to help this along.  

The Welsh border country where Sleeper’s Castle stands is also described in 

detail, together with Hay on Wye and the surrounding countryside.  Andy’s 

gradual appreciation of her temporary home is underpinned by Catrin’s love of 



 

her homeland, creating another link between the two stories. 

I am a new reader to Barbara Erskine and found the novel to have equal 

interest between the past and the present narratives.  The pace of the 

storytelling kept up my interest, and while the characters in ‘Sleeper’s Castle’ 

are fictitious, the wider historical background is based on fact.  I felt that 

perhaps Andy’s difficulties were resolved a little neatly but that didn’t detract 

from my enjoyment of the story and my satisfaction with the ending. 

Follow Genevieve on Twitter: @genmcallister 

 

Celia Cohen  

A thoroughly good read which is hard to put down.  

A superb book which sweeps you away to the past one minute then back to the 

present the next. Add in a mad woman intent on murder for good measure and 

you have a book that you just can't wait to get to the end to see what happens to 

everyone. Barbara Erskin is a great story teller and I think this is one of her best. 

I loved the mixture of historical and present day and the skilful way she wove it 

all together. Definitely one not to be missed. 

 


