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Joan Hill  

The description on the back cover 

‘The crime debut of the year’ says it 

all and justly so. This is a must

for lovers of this genre. It’s a real 

gem, taut and utterly thrilling. 

This is an absolutely cracking Crime novel. 

I just had to keep reading on

quickly absorbed in this brilliant story, a 

story of damage within the family and 

serial abuse. Detective Inspector Marnie 

Rome has lived through and survived the 

traumatic double murders of her parents. 

Since that time five years earlier she has

risen up the promotion ladder in the police 

force. Teamed up with Detective Sergeant 

Noah Jake they have the makings of a 

compelling and invincible team.

When they are sent to a women’s refuge to 

gather information about a serious 

assault, they stumble ac

heart-rending scene. A resident is holding a knife in her hand and standing over 

her husband, who is lying in a pool of his own blood. Shocked residents are 

gathered together in support of their friend. As the investigation proceeds 

towards a shocking climax there are more twists and turns than a switch back 

racecourse. This novel is fast moving, dynamic and exciting.

Sarah Hilary has written a fabulous novel. It has all the entrenched hallmarks 

of a stirring psychological thriller. The wri

characters are well drawn and believable and the language used in her 

descriptions and narrative is superb, bringing her story to vivid life. This has 
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I just had to keep reading on as I was 

quickly absorbed in this brilliant story, a 

story of damage within the family and 

serial abuse. Detective Inspector Marnie 

Rome has lived through and survived the 

traumatic double murders of her parents. 

Since that time five years earlier she has 

risen up the promotion ladder in the police 

force. Teamed up with Detective Sergeant 

Noah Jake they have the makings of a 
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gathered together in support of their friend. As the investigation proceeds 

s a shocking climax there are more twists and turns than a switch back 
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ting is skilled and well crafted. Her 

characters are well drawn and believable and the language used in her 

descriptions and narrative is superb, bringing her story to vivid life. This has 



been a very enjoyable read for me and I look forward to reading many future 

novels by this exciting, talented new author. 

You can follow Joan on Twitter: @JoanHill201249 

 

Beth Kemp  

All the key ingredients of a great British crime series are in place in 

this stunning debut. Engaging characters, a surprising plot and 

some gorgeous writing.  

This is a cracking crime debut with a strong and often surprising plot, peopled 

by a convincingly-drawn cast of characters. DI Marnie Rome is set to be a new 

star of British crime fiction and I look forward to learning more about her in 

future novels (plenty of them, I hope). 

Gritty without unnecessary gore and twisty with no loss of clarity, the plot is 

everything a good crime novel should be. There were several points where I was 

genuinely surprised at the turn things took (I hate it when it's clear to me who 

did what and why if it isn't supposed to be). At the same time, a tight cast of 

characters meant that there were no "who's he again?" moments. 

I found Marnie Rome to be a great central character. She easily gained my 

sympathy and respect and I appreciated how much of her backstory we gained, 

without detracting from the main plot. I also enjoyed how we often saw her 

through others' eyes, particularly those of her DS, Noah Jake, whom I also liked 

enormously. 

Overall, ‘Someone Else's Skin’ is a skilful and arresting novel which deserves 

massive success. I would strongly recommend it to fans of the genre. 

You can follow Beth’s blog at: www.hearthfire.bethkemp.co.uk 

 

Cleo Bannister  

A great new detective is policing London starting with a stabbing at 

a woman's refuge.  

I wasn’t quite sure what to expect with this new crime novel, after all it takes 

something quite spectacular to live up to the billing ‘the crime debut of the year’ 

especially in February. 

DI Marnie Rome has worked hard, she is one dedicated officer someone who is 

determined not to let the past interfere with the present, something that can’t be 



easy when that past involves the murder of her parents.  

Desperate to bolster their case against a suspect, DI Rome and DS Noah visit a 

woman’s refuge, they need the resident to make a statement about her 

treatment at his hands and walk in to find a man lying stabbed on the floor.  

This is a nightmare of a case to investigate, the women are far from ideal 

witnesses but DI Rome is determined to find answers. 

This is just the sort of book I enjoy, there are so many different stories all 

playing out, those of the Rome, Noah, the social worker Ed and the female 

residents have clear personalities and stories to tell without slowing down the 

pace or the surprises along the way.   

A great read and I hope this isn’t the last we hear of DI Rome as I for one, 

thoroughly liked this protagonist. 

You can follow Cleo’s blog at: http://cleopatralovesbooks.wordpress.com 

 

Sally Welham  

This is an excellent debut novel all about secrets.  It has twists and 

turns and it makes you realise how easy it is to judge by a popular 

concept.  

This is a story of damaged people and how hard it is to recover from damage 

done to you in your childhood.  There are lots of twists and the characters are 

well rounded and believable.  A very good read. 

 

Debbie Wood  

A real page turner with some twists and surprises. Loved this debut 

book by Sarah Hilary.  

Really enjoyed this book.  The main character, Marnie Rome, was an interesting 

and thoughtful person.  There were twists and turns in this book which I did not 

expect.  I enjoy books that have the odd chapter which goes back to the past or 

follows a different character and this book did both.  Keeps you turning the 

pages to keep up with the several different storylines which come together 

whilst finding out about Marnie's past.  This book is really well written and I 

am hoping the author will continue to follow up with more stories about Marnie 

and her police team with a series of books.  I would certainly read more! 

You can follow Debbie on Twitter at: @Danne44wd 



 

Joan Sidwell   

A chilling debut by a new author, Sarah Hilary.  ‘Someone Else’s Skin’ tells the 

story of Detective Inspector Marnie Rome, a brilliant detective with her own 

secret.  DI Rome and her colleagues investigate a crime which takes place in a 

women’s shelter and sends them spiralling into a world of violence, betrayal 

and heinous crimes.  The narrative swiftly takes the reader into a world that 

most of us could only imagine, if we ever let ourselves imagine such a world.   

 This book is not a comfortable read, it doesn’t set out to entertain or amuse, at 

times it is almost unbearable to continue reading but the pace doesn’t let up, 

there are many twists and turns, everyone has secrets and slowly 

the secrets are revealed, with devastating results. 

Even the descriptions of ordinary London scenes and landmarks are bleak too 

at times to match the narrative.   

 As the book progresses and you get drawn into the characters’ stories it then 

becomes almost impossible to put down.  At the end of the book I felt that it did 

leave a lasting impression of a bleak world in which justice and goodness can 

shine.  Marnie Rome and her Detective Sergeant Noah Jake are sympathetic 

characters whose policing skills are tested to the absolute limit.  

Is this book a one off or will there be a sequel or further books with 

DI Marnie Rome? I certainly hope so. 

  

Mary Gibson 

This debut crime novel centres on Detective Inspector Marnie Rome who is 

damaged by the brutal murder of her parents several years before by someone 

who was invited into her family unit.  Despite this she is rapidly rising through 

the ranks of the police force and is a talented and intelligent police officer.  She 

and a junior colleague are investigating the savage attack of a man and during 

the course of the investigation visit a women's refuge to interview a crucial 

witness and encounter the aftermath of a stabbing of one of the women's 

husbands.  As they investigate the new crime they are pulled into a web of 

untruths and increased violence. 

I enjoyed this novel very much, though found some scenes quite 

shocking.  The pace of the novel keeps the reader hooked to the end.  

The characters are well-written and believable and detective Marnie Rome is a 

multi-faceted, empathetic protagonist. 



 

Rachel Hall 

A rip-roaring crime debut which deserves to be a best seller.  Fast paced, 

punchy chapters keep you gripped from start to finish.  Needless to 

say I loved every moment of it! Roll on the next DI Marnie Rome 

instalment which cannot arrive fast enough - Sarah Hilary deserves to be put 

squarely up against the best of Martina Cole.  

The reader is pitched headlong into the storyline and placed firmly at the centre 

of action where you remain until the very last page.  With brilliantly drawn 

characterisation from both  the police force to the women's refuge, each 

individual is skilfully developed and complex.  This is a multi layered novel, far 

from the clear cut case that it would initially seem.  I adored DS Noah Jake, 

Commander Tim Welland, and Victim Support counsellor Ed Belloc.   Each 

subtle enough to capture the readers attention and I for one hope they both 

place their part in any forthcoming second novel.  As for DI Rome, her 

appearance of being the hard faced detective is a clever facade; she is living in 

her own private hell stemming from a hideous murder during her childhood.  

She is a realistic and believable figure, as were all the characters and her 

complex past meant she was a far from easy character to develop. Hilary does 

not shy away from a difficult setting of a women's refuge which is a far from 

easy location for the accomplished author.  

The novel begins at a women's shelter where DI Rome and DS Jake find 

themselves in the hope of convincing a victim to testify against her older 

brother, also wanted for a vicious murder.  What they find upon arrival is a 

stabbed man, husband to one of the inpatients at the refuge.  To detail any 

further would be a plot spoiler, but the story unfurls into two distinct cases both 

of which serve to grip the reader.   

For me, this was a five star read which throws you right into the storyline and 

was utterly enthralling from start to finish.  I loved the shortness of each 

chapter, which serves to keep the plot flowing as the various twists and turns 

are revealed.  

I am salivating ahead of the next Marnie Rome novel by Sarah 

Hilary and all I can say it thank goodness this author has been 

discovered! 

 

Alan Gee  



Police procedural, not my favourite genre, but I do read quite a few - Ian 

Rankin the absolute tops.  Unfortunately I didn't enjoy ‘Someone Else’s 

Skin’ all that much.  I did, though, finish it and by the end did want 

to find out how it all turned out.  But I found the main characters fairly 

unappealing and the subject matter pretty depressing - too much emphasis on 

wife and husband violence and I felt that the author felt she had to stick in as 

much "shock" material as she could. I did quite enjoy the investigation parts of 

the book and found the characters quite interesting, in particular Sgt Noah Jake 

(odd name).  The main thing was that I did finish it, which doesn't always 

happen - I gave up on Kathy Reichs quite early on, for example.   

 

Teresa O'Halloran  

‘Someone Else's Skin’ is a thrilling debut from new crime author Sarah 

Hilary.  As a big fan of thrillers, I'm always on the look out for 

exciting new authors in this genre and Sarah Hilary is definitely one 

to watch out for. 

From the start we are introduced to DI Marnie Rome, a complex but likable 

character.  Although drawn to her, I find her a bit of a puzzle and she definitely 

has hidden depths and plenty of secrets, as has the character of DS Noah Jake.  I 

hope Sarah Hilary continues this series as I find I really want to learn more 

about these characters particularly Marnie. 

A tough and gritty crime novel, I found it really took off three quarters of the 

way through and I couldn't put it down.  This book certainly took me to the dark 

side and at times I found it difficult reading, with secrets around every corner 

and with no-one as they seemed, I was swept along until the shocking and 

violent conclusion. 

I look forward to the second Marnie Rome novel. 

 

Reba Khatun  

I would love to read more about DI Rome!  Sarah Hilary has a real 

talent and should carry on writing.  

 “Don’t judge a book by its cover”- this can be said about the characters in this 

terrific novel.  DI Marnie Rome is visiting a witness in a women’s refuge when 

they stumble across a stabbing.  Another resident, Hope has stabbed her 

husband, Leo.  As they start investigating they unravel horrific secrets.  When 

Anaya, the girl DI Rome actually went to see disappears they are worried for 



her safety.  Anaya had bleach poured onto her by her brothers and mother 

before she managed to escape.  Somehow they’ve managed to track her down. 

‘Someone Else’s Skin’ alternates between a few characters present life and the 

past.  This made it even more interesting and keeps you on your feet trying to 

figure out the secrets.  The things the characters have been through are horrific 

and hard to read without getting upset.   

DI Rome is battling her own demons.  Her parents were murdered five years 

ago and she’s still coming to terms with their death.  I would love to read 

more about DI Rome!  Sarah Hilary has a real talent and should 

carry on writing. 

 

Amrita Dasgupta  

A bone-chilling debut novel with unexpected twists. Sarah Hilary 

has opened new possibilities and perspectives in the realm of crime 

fiction with her novel ‘Someone Else's Skin’.  

As a crime and mystery aficionado I always play a guessing game with myself, 

while reading crime fiction. I am thrilled to say that  I failed this time. Sarah 

Hilary's ‘Someone Else's Skin’ is eerily unpredictable. With quite a few story 

lines, it is not until you are half way through, that you see light. The beginning 

is like a mass of untidy knitting where every tangled yarn confuses you more. 

However, when you see light at the end of the tunnel, you have unraveled the 

mystery just like DI Marnie Rome and you also realize, that the confusion in the 

beginning is not confusion at all, but exactly what the characters feel.  

The multiple themes of crime and violence are dealt with very well and you 

understand how skilled Hilary is. The author did not tread softly around 

sensitive issues like gender, culture,race and sexual violence, instead she had a 

very sympathetic approach to it, which made the plot and the characters very 

believable and real to the readers.  

Ayana Mirza and Stephen's story was left hanging in the air and I wish there 

was more to it because the story starts with these two characters in a pivotal 

role. They are abruptly cut off as soon as DS Noah Jakes and DI Marnie find the 

not-quite body in the refuge. 

However Sarah Hilary has shown a lot of promise and talent and I will 

definitely recommend the book to Crime Fiction and contemporary novel 

readers. 

You can read Amrita’s blog at:  http://thebookdrifter.wordpress.com/ 



Tracey Poulter 

As Detective Inspector Marnie Rome arrives at a women’s shelter with Detective 

Sergeant Noah Jake to interview one of the residents they hear screaming. On 

entering they find a huddle of women in the midst of which is a man lying on the 

floor with a woman standing over him, holding a dripping knife. What follows 

is Marnie’s attempt to work out exactly what happened and decide who really is 

the victim in this case.  

 This book is an intriguing read as it weaves a number of stories together, 

giving you part of the back stories to the characters, which influences the course 

of the investigation. Hilary cleverly keeps you guessing as to what will happen 

next and leaves you questioning which person is the victim in the various 

different crimes. The characters are all three dimensional with well-written, 

believable, prose exploring the theme of how much our past influences our 

future and what choices we have. This is a debut novel but has the tone 

and feel of an established writer and makes you hope that it is the 

start of a series. 

 I particularly liked the way that Hilary develops the characters of both Marnie 

and Noah as well as the victims as this gives the reader many opportunities to 

get underneath ‘Someone Else’s Skin’. I would recommend this book to lovers of 

crimes novels and those who like a book with depth. 


