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Sophia Ufton  

Brilliant story! I laughed through the 

tears. Will be re-reading it again it 

was just wonderfully beautiful.  

This is the story of a girl named Issy 

Bradley. She becomes very ill one day and 

dies and her family are left devastated. This 

story needs to be read by anyone who as 

lost someone, or anyone who enjoys those 

stories of being pulled together as a family 

unit. It was so wonderfully written. You will 

cry and laugh in places. I really enjoyed this 

story. 

 

Francesca Ashurst  

This is a beautifully written, powerful 

debut novel. Carys Bray’s ability to 

take us into the heart of a family 

imploding with grief is so skilful and 

tender.  

Yet this isn’t an ordinary family. The Bradleys are Mormons, dad Ian, recently 

appointed Bishop, feels the responsibility of continuing to minister to his 

community in the aftermath of the sudden death of his youngest daughter Issy. 

After all, death isn’t an end, it’s an elevation to the Celestial Kingdom and if 

believers keep the faith all will be reunited in the afterlife. There is a moment 

before tragedy strikes when he is listening to his favourite song ‘And should we 

die, before our journey’s through, Happy Day! All is well!  However, reality isn’t 

quite as easy, either for Ian or the other members of the family as they struggle 

to make sense of what has happened. 



Ian’s wife Claire is devastated and unable to make sense of what has happened. 

Guilt ridden and grief stricken she retreats into disbelief and overwhelming 

depression. This leaves the children to somehow negotiate their own ways 

through what has happened, adolescent Zippy seeks comfort from her crush on 

Adam; Al chooses small acts of rebellion and his love of football to sustain him, 

and seven year old Jacob looks for a miracle, still believing that Issy will be 

resurrected and that the family will then be healed.  

Carys Bray has produced a wonderful novel with unforgettable characters. 

 

Doreen McKeown 

The basic theme of this book is grief, together with the guilt which sadly so often 

accompanies it, and the different ways people cope with it. 

It's the story of Ian Bradley who was brought up in a Mormon family, living 

near Liverpool, and has risen to be a highly respected Bishop in their local 

Mormon community.   His wife Claire converted when they met, but isn't quite 

as dedicated to the religion, and often resents his devotion to the community at 

the expense of his family, i.e. their two sons and two daughters.   When tragedy 

strikes the family their faith is challenged andthey all cope in quite individual 

ways. 

This is very much a character driven story and all the characters are so well 

drawn that I really cared for them and became involved in their lives. 

This sounds like a grim story and it's certainly very sad in parts, but there are 

also some quite humorous parts.   No one could fail to warm to Jacob, the 

younger son, as he tries to make sense, then make better, the situation for his 

family. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book - it gripped me from the very 

beginning. 

Carys Bray has an exceptional ability to observe the minutiae of everyday life 

and convey it to the reader in a compelling way.   I think it's an exceptional 

debut novel and one of those books which will remain in my memory 

for a long time. 

 

Rachel Hall 

I approached this novel from a rather sceptical standpoint; as an atheist and 

someone who knew little of the beliefs held by Mormons.  I was intrigued to read 



how the challenges that the characters faced after the death of the youngest 

family member, particularly those regarding their beliefs and faith system 

played out upon their lives, and if these would hold any significance or interest 

for a non-believer.  The resounding answer was yes! 

This novel is deeply moving and well observed, and without doubt an 

emotional and involving read.  The story follows the path of a Mormon 

family following the death of a child at an early age.  Each of the characters 

involved faces questions testing their own faith, all very distinct.  The fact that 

the novel looked at how each of he family members was affected certainly made 

it more riveting than if it was simply how the parents or mother alone coped.  

The author considers the reaction of the father, a Bishop with previously 

unquestionable beliefs, the mother, a convert to Mormonism and someone who 

is full of questions, the hormonally charged teenage daughter, Zippy, the 

football crazy skeptic son Alma and an innocent seven year old, Jacob.  This 

novel raised issues as to how Mormonism could be reconciled with the day to 

day running of each of their lives and was beautifully portrayed and often 

unexpectedly funny. 

I appreciate that the Bradley family may be a stereotypical example of the 

Mormon faith but the added aspect of how their faith impinged upon their lives 

was a source of constant interest and kept me reading on avidly to the 

conclusion.  Indeed, on approaching the end of the book I was in a quandary as 

to how it would play out which served to keep me totally consumed. 

I did appraise myself of the some of the fundamental Mormon beliefs prior to 

reading this novel, and I believe that this greater understanding of the religion 

heightened my appreciation for the story. 

 

Maz Tucker - @maztucker 

Brilliant Debut book, an enjoyable family story. This is not a book I 

would have chosen to read. I’m glad I did though.  

It is a story of a family coming to terms with its grief. The story is told by each 

member from a different view point.  The way the writer grabs you and makes 

you see things differently is very good.  

The story revolves round the Mormon Faith, which I can truthfully say, I knew 

nothing about. My knowledge has grown along with my understanding of all 

characters in the book. 

The characters faith is tested beyond breaking point. The story is full of warmth 



and courage. 

The characters are well crafted and as the book continues you learn to love them 

and wonder what they will do next. 

If you enjoy a good family tale then you will enjoy this story. It has highs and 

lows, but keeps you wondering what the out come will be. 

As a new author, Carys Bray has come up with a very enjoyable book that 

explores people's faith and the way we live our lives. 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

I do not understand extremism and none more so than religious so I was not 

sure I was going to like this book.  I’m glad I did not let this stop me from 

embracing it.  

This book is about the impact of losing a child.  The reader does have a very 

brief meeting of Issy before she wickedly loses her life.  And then the pages 

unfurl as the various members of her family react to their respective 

bereavement. 

Mum, Claire, cannot see the point of existing and slowly loses any sense of 

awareness of anything but her heart-break as a result of losing her youngest 

child.  Husband Ian tries to manage in the ever evident absence of Claire by 

building strength from the commitment to Mormon life which has moulded and 

formed the Bradley family.  He also tried to ensure the family turn ever more to 

their (his?) beliefs. 

Zippy (a girl) and Alma (a boy) are normal teenagers and whilst the loss of 

their sibling is tragic, in many ways, they are not allowed to dwell on the 

emotions as they try and carry on under the constant challenge of being normal 

teenagers. Zippy wants to be a good Mormon but she also wants to be respected 

as an attractive young person.  Alma has ambitions of being a professional 

footballer but is restrained not by his ability but his Father’s overwhelming 

conviction that Mormon life is the only way. 

And then there is the delightful, innocent and confused Jacob.  He was supposed 

to ‘grow old with Issy’ but now is going to have to ‘grow old all alone.’  In a very 

different way to his Father, Jacob takes action in the hope it will once again 

reunite the whole family.  He needless to say is not successful. 

It is extremely well written and a surprisingly rewarding book. 

 



Catherine Hogwood  

A story of loss, faith and family: how losing someone tests us all differently.  

This story follows a Mormon family during a time of great loss. The family 

traditions and beliefs are discussed throughout and it touches on how tough it 

can be for a young adult to not stray from their beliefs in this day and age. One 

thing this book does convey well is how faith can be put to the test and how 

differently each person responds.  

The book was well written and at times you felt sympathy for each character. 

However some chapters felt disjointed and sometimes not very believable.  

Overall I enjoyed some aspects of this book but I struggled to totally 

believe it and lose myself in it. 

 

Suzanne Marsh - www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

The author Carys Bray was brought up in a strict Mormon family. In her early 
thirties she left the church and replaced her religion with writing. 

 Introducing an unforgettable family who are trying to work out how to carry 
on when their world has been blown apart. The character of Jacob Bradley was 
raised in a Mormon family. Jacob is particularly sad in Autumn. Jacob 
Bradley's house is full of sadness. Issy has died.  Ian used to think that his life 
had been disappointingly easy, compared to the pioneers. He had a happy 
marriage and four children with a satisfactory job and for just over a year he 
has served the church in his role as Bishop of the local congregation with an 
enormous responsibility. His wife Claire, will not get out of their dead 
daughter's  bottom bunk and she will not speak. Claire does not want a blessing 
or a sympathy card and she has nothing to say to the Lord. As the story adapts 
we meet the characters Sister Campbell, Sister Valentine, Sister Anderson and 
Sister Stevens. Movingly we learn in the story that the church is all about 
families and Sunday clothes with holy words and best manners. ‘A Song for 
Issy Bradley’ is a meditation on doubt and faith and longed for 
miracles. 

  

Jade Craddock 

I wasn’t quite sure what to expect from this book that focuses on a 

Mormon family in the aftermath of the death of youngest child, Issy, but it 

was quietly and understatedly exquisite. The subject is handled uniquely 

and the story is utterly compelling. The author, Carys Bray, writes the novel 

from the various views of the different family members, Ian, the father and local 

Bishop, Claire, the mother, Zippy, the daughter and sons Alma and Jacob and 



she captures the very different and individual perspectives superbly. The voices 

are hugely authentic and the worries, fears and thoughts of each character truly 

perceptive. From the innocence of Jacob who hopes to resurrect his baby sister, 

the guilt of Alma who worries about how he treated Issy to the absolute 

heartbreak of Claire, the novel depicts the myriad ways in which a family 

grieves and the trials each of them faces. Although the book centres on the 

Mormon faith, it’s about much more than religion. Warm, poignant, 

profound and original, this is a sparkling debut. 

 

Gerri Tennant - @dragonfly63 

Not a book that I expected to enjoy, but I was wrong.  

I wasn't expecting to enjoy this book.  The death of a small child, the daughter of 

a Mormon Bishop and how the family come to terms with it is not a scenario 

that I was looking forward to reading about.   However the effect that is has on 

the remaining siblings and the community that they live in was well portrayed 

and held my interest. Despite it not being my normal choice of book, I'm 

so glad that I persevered, as I was totally engaged by it.  The 

characters were plausible, endearing and frustrating, but completely 

absorbing.  I don't know anything about the Mormon faith so that was an 

interesting insight, but for me the highlight was in the portrayal of the other 

siblings. How their upbringing and teaching has given them hope and belief. 

The strange but recognisable ways in which a small child thinks that things 

would work out were sweet and made me remember what I thought at that age.  

I found the portrayal of the Bishop as a father a little lightweight and the 

direction that it goes off in towards the end, less engaging.  For me the last 

chapter was disappointing and I don't think I fully understand what the end 

result was.  I felt a bit bereaved myself when I had finished it. Worth reading. 

 

Rebecca Cockeram  

A wonderful book of family tragedy and how you cope, or don't as 

the case may be.  

I loved this book. It's not the normal book I would read but I'm so 

glad I have.   

It's incredibly sad, and yet really lovely at the same time.  A family suffers one 

of the worst tragedies a family can, the loss of a child. This book takes you 

through the different members of the family and how they deal with the loss. 



It's truly heartbreaking and heart warming all at the same time, and the 

Mormon religious aspect was very interesting, whilst not being preachy. 

I really loved every character and would have happily carried on reading about 

their lives, I was sorry to get to the end of the book, I'd have liked more. 

 

Jane Birchall  

A great debut novel that made me laugh and cry.  With wonderful 

well-crafted characters I really believed in.  

Really enjoyed this brilliantly written debut. It explores the emotional 

aftermath following a family tragedy.  It made me laugh and cry and I 

completely engaged with the totally believable characters. I also learned a lot 

about the Mormon faith - fascinating! I look forward to Carys Bray's next novel. 

 

Gill Williams 

For a well written book that appears to draw you gently in and 

draws you maybe not so gently along, it aroused unexpected 

emotions in me. 

Yes, you can expect sadness and grief at the death of a small child. Yes you can 

empathise with the family having to deal with her death and its aftermath, each 

in their own way but it was the anger that surprised me. 

Without giving too much away, the story is set somewhere near Liverpool and 

about a math’s teacher, his wife, two adolescent children, a boy and girl beset by 

teenage angst and the two youngest children, a boy and the eponymous Issy. It 

focuses on the time just before Issy's death in September until November. 

What makes this book more special is that it gives us a glimpse into a world few 

of us know anything about. 

The family are Mormons and their lives are totally bound up in the Mormon 

Church. The author was brought up a Mormon which gives the feeling of 

authenticity to it all. 

Ian Bradley is a Bishop in the church and his wife a convert. He is devout and 

takes his duties seriously and is a good, good man but oft to the detriment of his 

family's good, which is where my anger came in. 

It is a good read and I recommend it  

 



Jan Kirkcaldy 

‘A Song for Issy Bradley’ by Carys Bray begins in a fascinating way and I 

couldn’t wait to see what followed.  From the birthday boy to his mother 

Claire going to the beach it was an intriguing start as to what would happen 

next.  The sadness that follows and how it affected the whole family was 

understandable but there were too many religious tones throughout the book 

that to me, a sceptic, seemed totally unreal.  How any people with true beliefs, 

whatever they may be, could be so self-centered and uncaring about family life?  

I disliked the “bishop” and “sisters” intensely and the ongoing quotes, and was 

left wondering how people could be so under the influence of these people.  I 

actually read the book twice to see if I had totally missed the point. I don’t think 

I did but maybe I am just too cynical and realistic. Scarily though I guess there 

are real life characters echoing those in this rather disturbing book. 

 


