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Rachel Aygin  

This is the story of two misfits - a 

man and a dog, how they meet and 

how their lives unfold afterwards.  

The writing is so richly 

descriptive that the story is 

woven like a tapestry.  The 

descriptions of the coast are 

amazing.  I had been looking 

forward to reading this book and at 

first I felt cheated that nothing much 

seemed to be happening but then I 

realised that lots of things had 

happened but I had become so 

immersed in the book that the story 

was slowly unrolling without me 

noticing!  I began to really enjoy my 

reading and finished the book very 

quickly.  Definitely an antidote to 

the fast pace of modern life.  An 

unusual read by a skilled 

writer. 

 

Sophia Ufton  

Wow this was a brilliant story. I really enjoyed reading this book.  

This is the story of a fifty-seven year old man, who's named Ray, who is a 

misfit. He doesn't fit in anywhere. One day he finds a small vicious little dog 

who he names One eye. Both of them are used to being alone, so it seems strange 

for them to be around one another. As the summer comes, a savage act forces 

them to abandon everything and take to the road. What will become of Ray and 



One eye? Read to find out. 

 

Vanessa Wild  

Beautifully and eloquently written, thought provoking but a little 

too dreary and melancholy.  

A 'road trip' style story about the relationship between Ray, a lonely man whose 

father has recently died, and One Eye, a stray dog who becomes his best friend. 

There is no plot as such, although there is a strange twist towards the end and 

what an ambiguous ending it is, too. I didn't know quite what to make of it! 

It's really just a pondering of thoughts as Ray and One Eye are travelling 

through the countryside. The imagery is very vivid and it's easy to visualise. The 

writing is lyrical, poetical even. It's meditative and reflective. It's also very 

melancholy and quite dark. 

It's beautifully and eloquently written. It's a thought provoking tale as I am still 

thinking about it now, strangely enough. However, somehow it didn't really 

engage me. I found it a little too dreary and sad for my tastes. The road trip 

seemed endless. I usually love stories which feature animals but this one just 

wasn't for me. 

You can follow Vanessa on Twitter:  @Butterflybiblio 

 

Sharon Wood 

Lovely descriptive writing strongly evocative of the unspoilt Irish 

countryside and perfectly describing the four seasons of the year 

during which this story was set. 

Ray, a gentle giant with learning disabilities and a sad background adopts a 

one-eyed dog, lost when he was previously used for badger-baiting.  Two 

damaged souls find companionship and settle into a reclusive but settled life.  

After One-eye savages a pet dog in the seaside town in which they live, they both 

embark on a journey in Ray's car, fleeing the past and a frightening present, 

eating, sleeping and living in the vehicle and travelling the small lanes, villages 

and towns of Ireland. 

Slowly pieces of Ray's past begin to be revealed and the secrets in the house he 

inherited from his father are told and the poignancy of his situation becomes 

clear. 

I enjoyed the descriptive writing and the wistful character of this book but at 



times it was a bit too enigmatic for my liking.  I found the ending a bit 

ambiguous.  If it meant what I thought it did it was very sad and I was hoping 

for a happy ending for them both. 

 

Katy Noyes  

A slow but beautiful to read debut that frustrated me with its pace. 

One for those who like character pieces and slow-burn styles.  

I started out expecting one type of book from this, and long before the end could 

see that wasn't what I was getting.  

There are favourable reviews raving about this title already, but I just didn't 

feel the same. 

A fifty-something man with learning difficulties, who lives alone, adopts a 

former badger-baiting dog. This story charts their relationship over a year. One 

Eye is mistrustful at first, but the two grow close. 

We learn of the man's (Ray's) sad past as circumstances take them on a road 

trip of sorts.  

It's almost a one-man narrative, with Ray talking to One Eye. While I could 

appreciate the rather eloquent language, I couldn't repress feelings of 

frustration that nothing was really happening, the story was meandering and 

not coming to any point. 

Ray is sympathetic, and I wanted him to connect with others. I did enjoy his 

backstory, even if some mysteries remain unsolved. 

I wasn't keen on the ending and felt rather unsatisfied at the close, but the 

poetry of Baume's words does keep this at a solid three stars. 

 

Katie Hoare 

‘Spill Simmer Falter Wither’ is a beautifully written book about Ray, 

rather an odd character, who finds out about a dog with one eye from a shop 

window when he is out shopping and takes him home. He names the dog One 

Eye, and this is where the story starts. Ray had chosen One Eye because he 

thought that he would be a good ratter, but finds out that he can be sometimes 

rather vicious, and causes Ray much embarrassment, especially with other dog 

owners. This creates some tension, and does not help with breaking down of 

some of the barriers when he starts forming the human / dog bonding. You find 

out why One Eye is like he is and how he lost one eye in an event before Ray 



took him home. 

After one incident created when they were out, they take to the road, and drive 

around. The relationship is rather unconventional, and Ray certainly does not 

feed him a proper doggie diet. A tale about how man and dog bond, and how 

much an owner would do to protect to their beloved four legged member of their 

family unit. Ray tells this story, telling One Eye, and the reader a bit about his 

past, explaining why he is the man he is today, deftly intertwined with what is 

happening in today‘s storyline. In parts sad, heart felt and the reader is drawn 

into how the characters are drawn together throughout the book. 

 

Olivia D'Silva  

A portrait of an isolated existence, heart-achingly poignant.  

It took me a while to process what I thought about this story once I finished 

reading, I couldn't just dive into another book. It is beautifully written and 

hearth-achingly poignant but raises far more questions than it answers. What 

is our relationship with animals; merely companionship or unconditional love? 

What if this love is the only love we've ever known? What would we do if 

someone threatens to take this away? What kind of sacrifices would we make?  

I was introduced to the isolated existence of 57 year old Ray in a dismal coastal 

town through his relationship with adopted dog, One-eye. The narrative put me 

in the place of the abused mutt and Ray begins to talk, as he’s never spoken 

before, spilling his story around the ‘165 understood words’ of One-Eye. Finally 

he has someone with who to share his world and his observations. Ray has been 

misunderstood and marginalised by those who were supposed to love, care and 

teach him how to live. Everything he knows is learned from books.  

I found it uncomfortable to engage with this story, witnessing a frightening 

loneliness that I do not want to acknowledge exists. Ray is tentatively connected 

to his community by fragile threads. His love and compassion for the viciously 

trained hound gradually and firmly creates a seemingly insurmountable chasm 

between Ray and society. How does Ray cope with his responsibility to One-eye 

when his life skills are put to the test? 

 

Siobhan McDowell 

WHAT A MARVELLOUS BOOK !! 

 



From the first line I knew that I was reading words penned by a really gifted 

writer. Her usage of the English language was a delight to read. 

With great descriptive sweeps I was drawn into this mysterious tale of two 

buddies alone against the world. 

The author somehow magically understood the soul of the wounded dog One-

Eye and indeed the most rewarding passages were the description of the 

deepening bond that developed between dog and master. 

So sad were the dreams that Ray had which told of his miserable childhood and 

my heart almost broke when he listed aloud to One-Eye the 'things that are good 

and all the reasons I must go on'. 

Their road trip was almost unbearable to read but within these pages were 

some of the most compelling descriptions of nature, birds and the antics of One-

Eye as he chased a burst football along a deserted beach. 

This author in her first book has portrayed two outsiders in a 

traumatic situation and shone a light right into their souls...an 

absoluter corker of a read! 

 

Sue Broom 

Much to admire in her writing, but overall too bleak a story for my 

taste.  

I have a very low tolerance for stories of abuse of animals or children and 

hadn’t realised until I started reading this book that it was not going to be the 

feel-good tale of a man and his dog that I expected.  Rather a lot of upsetting 

scenes and I skipped over them.  But I did read to the end and found myself 

invested in the outcome for both Ray and One-Eye - were they both too 

damaged to find a place in society and for a happy ending to be possible?  It is 

interestingly written and particularly effective is the way the dog’s back story is 

told through Ray’s dreams and imagination.  Some very lyrical descriptions of 

landscape and small-town life.  Much to admire in her writing, but overall too 

bleak a story for my taste. 


