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Sarah Musk  

An exciting, interesting book 

about a dramatic time in Cypriot 

history. 

Constant tension throughout 

makes ‘The Sunrise’ difficult to 

put down and hard to forget.  

I have read all Victoria Hislop's books 

and she really does bring recent 

Mediterranean history to life.  All her 

books are about traumatic events in its 

history usually seen through the eyes 

of a few families. 

I found ‘The Sunrise’ particularly 

interesting since the situation has not 

changed since 1974 and pictures are 

sometimes shown of the 'ghost city' 

Famagusta and it's crumbling hotels 

and streets. 

The tragedies that the Turkish invasion brought about are vividly described as 

is the incredible resilience the Greek and Turkish Cypriots showed in making 

new lives from the remnants of their shattered lives. 

Compared to her other books I did find there was slightly less depth in the 

characters and the storytelling.  The bigger picture of the invasion seemed to 

swamp the main characters somewhat.  Some people's motivations stayed a bit 

vague and obscure - especially those of Markos.  It is never really explained why 

he behaved the way he does and he always remains a shadowy character.  

Perhaps that is deliberate - maybe he was incomplete in his personality which 

would explain his lack of empathy towards other people - even his own family. 



Having said that though, I really enjoyed the book and Victoria Hislop's ability 

to engulf us in the Mediterranean world - a world which she obviously 

understands and loves. 

 

Berwyn Peet  

Another great story from Victoria Hislop.  

Famagusta in Cyprus in 1972 must have been a wonderful place and Victoria 

Hislop brilliantly evokes the atmosphere of booming tourism, grand luxury 

hotels being built and the Greek and Turkish communities working well 

together. I have visited both north and south Cyprus so knew a bit about the 

Turkish invasion in 1974 but didn't really understand the full consequences till I 

read this. I loved everything about this novel - the characters, the history, the 

setting all beautifully brought to life in an enthralling page-turner. There is the 

suspense of wondering whether the two families left in Famagusta - one Greek 

Cypriots, one Turkish Cypriots - will survive; there is betrayal and perhaps 

most of all there is the triumph of friendship. One of the best books I've 

read this year. 

 

Victoria Whish  

A masterful imagining of the impact the invasion of Famagusta forty 

years ago had on local people. A story of family and kinship placed 

in adversity. Dramatic and moving.  

This is another wonderful book from Victoria Hislop. The subject matter of the 

‘ghost town’ of Famagusta is inspired, especially in the 40th anniversary year of 

its occupation. 

 As always in Hislop’s novels, the sense of place is exquisitely evoked but in this 

book it is also the characterisation and plot that are vividly realised. 

Just when you think you have worked out what’s going to happen and think you 

know how a particular character is going to behave and react, the rug is pulled 

from beneath you and your expectations are challenged. 

It’s the story primarily of two families and their lives both before and after the 

Turkish invasion of Famagusta. Aphroditi, the main female character is 

sympathetically portrayed and you find yourself really willing her on to survive 

the aftermath of invasion and the betrayals and heartbreak it brings. 

Forty years on, it seems incredible that such an abandonment of a place could 



happen and that little has been done to revive its fortunes. Like Spinalonga in 

Hislop’s original bestseller ‘The Island’, Famagusta becomes another place that 

is the basis for a novel of the power of family and kinship amongst horror and 

despair. 

As a fictionalised account of the impact the invasion of Famagusta had on local 

families, this book is superb. A great read! 

 

Sandra Robinson – Twitter @Beauty_Balm 

A story of love and loss set in Famagusta, Cyprus in the early 70s.  

I was sent this book to review by LoveReading. It is due for publication in 

September. I'm a huge fan of Victoria Hislop so was excited to read her latest 

novel.  It is set in Famagusta in Cyprus in 1972 which is the holiday resort to be 

seen at. Long stretches of golden sands, fine hotels, shops and sunshine. 

The Greek and Turkish cypriots live and work side by side mainly at the big 

hotels which line the beach. In 1974 following a Greek Military Coup Turkey 

invades the island to protect the Turkish Cypriot minority. Famagusta is left as 

a ghost town when everyone flees apart from two families - one Greek and the 

other Turkish.  A really fantastic read with brilliant characters. 

Highly recommend. 

 

Alan Gee 

I was living in Nicosia in 1975, with my wife and eight-month old son, when the 

events which form the background to this book took place, ie the coup against 

Archbishop Makarios and the Turkish invasion of the island.  Most of the action 

takes place in the town of Famagusta, which we visited many times, and in the 

deluxe hotels that line the beach, several of which we have stayed in. 

This book was therefore much too attractive to resist, even though I could tell 

that it was not a genre that I usually go for.  That said, it was an easy read that 

I thoroughly enjoyed.  The description of the events of 1975 -extremely well 

researched - brought back strong memories of those days and the in the main 

sympathetic cast of characters, both Greek and Turkish Cypriot, is an attractive 

one. 

For Victoria Hislop fans: highly recommended.  For readers with an 

interest in Cyprus history: recommended.  For everybody else who 

enjoys a decent read: go for it, you won’t be sorry. 



 

Lisa Wallace  

Victoria Hislop is a great story teller and once again does not 

disappoint in this saga, ‘The Sunrise’, based on the Cypriot conflict 

and it's Greek and Turkish inhabitants.  

I have read and enjoyed all of Victoria Hislop's books and ‘The Sunrise’ is 

another great story. She has a unique way of story telling that can't fail to 

engage the reader. The setting is in Cyprus and recounts the division between 

Greek and Turkish Cypriots as a result of Turkey invading the north in 1974 in 

response to a military coup on the island backed by the Greek government 

causing the island to be split in two by means of "the green line ". She tells the 

story of a Greek Cypriot family, the Georgious, and a Turkish Cypriot one and 

how their lives become entwined and dramatically affected as a result of the 

dispute. Much of the story involves the affair between Markos and Afrodite, the 

wife of a wealthy hotel owner and developer (Savvas) who is blind to Markos's 

manipulation, self interest and ultimate betrayal.  The characters are vivid and 

believable. There is much sadness as a result of the dramatic events that unfold 

which lead to the surviving parties of each family emigrating to the UK, where 

they eventually find each other and relive the memories of their past but with a 

positive outlook after finding peace and security away from their divided 

homeland. 

 

Jillian McFrederick 

Set in Cyprus in the 70’s this novel follows the fortunes, and fall of three families 

based in Famagusta who though from different backgrounds are connected by 

their work at the hotel called ‘The Sunrise’.  After a slow start and with detailed 

descriptions of the opulent lifestyle of Aphrodite and Savvas Papacosta 

contrasting sharply with the lives of ordinary cypriots, the tension builds along 

with the political tension as the turkish and greek communities fail to overcome 

their mutual suspicion. We are carried along as the fates of the families are 

intertwined and their downfall in fortune crosses the boundaries both monetary 

and cultural. The trauma of violence hits all of the families,  reducing them all 

ultimately to the appreciation of survival and the importance of family.  

An engaging read with a healthy smattering of historical 

background,  we are rushed to the conclusion where the author attempts to tie 

up loose ends but leaves us wanting more. 



 

Hilary Stookes  

Following her successes with ‘The Island’, ‘The Return’ and ‘The Thread’, 

Victoria Hislop once again weaves fact and fiction together and the result is a 

riveting read. 

Meticulous research pays off and the description of what happened in 

Famagusta in 1974 when Cyprus was invaded by Turkey is a history lesson in 

itself. 

At the beginning of the book, the scene is set as the luxurious Sunrise Hotel 

opens in grand style and the characters in the story are introduced.  But the 

threat of invasion soon becomes all too real, and the fear and panic of those 

living in Famagusta are graphically portrayed.  

Survival is what matters and there are so many challenges to be faced by two 

families who live in hiding in the deserted city. The extreme nature of their 

situation leads, in some cases, to drastic actions which affect them all.  

The book is impossible to categorise, being a mixture of family saga, 

romance, betrayal and tragedy. It is a well-written story which, as 

the novel progresses, becomes more and more difficult to put down. 

The story of each character is followed through to its individual conclusion 

which makes this a thoroughly satisfying read. 

 

Helen Clark  

Have you ever watched refugees on television and wondered what they were 

escaping from?  Victoria Hislop deftly  delves into the private lives of families, 

hotel owners and business people as they flee from Famagusta, Cyprus when 

Turkey invades following a Greek military coup.  Practically overnight 40,000 

Greek and Turkish Cypriots are forced to leave ther homes and businesses in the 

most desirable resort in the Mediterranean. 

However, two families stay behind in hiding and their story is vividly described 

in ‘The Sunrise’.  As Turkish and Greek Cypriots living together, their survival is 

based on mutual trust.  Together they stubbornly refuse to accept the reality 

around them and live on their wits, avoiding looting soldiers.  Living on a knife-

edge and relying on each other soon causes tension and one member betrays the 

group.  Their fears, loyalty and humour is sensitively written and I found 

myself totally immersed with each character.  I was transported into war-torn 

Famagusta and clearly identified with their adventures, whilst fearing for them 



as one member of the family profiteers and betrays them. 

The threat that overhangs the family and their beloved island is summed up by 

Victoria Hislop in one sentence - "Cyprus was like a vine leaf that looked opaque 

and green in the hand, but held up to the light was lined with veins." 

An unforgettable and inspiring story that will stay with me for a 

long while. 

  

Joan Hill – Twitter @JoanHill07 

Victoria Hislop has done it again and written a wonderfully engrossing novel 

based on fact and this time set in Cyprus. The action takes place in the seventies 

and brings to life the Greek military coup that annexed Cyprus into two regions, 

one for the Greek Cypriots and one for Turkish Cypriots, separated by a barbed 

wire fence and patrolled to avoid infringements to either partition. 

When the wealthy Papacosta family build the luxurious Sunrise Hotel it soon 

becomes the height of fashion on the golden coastline of northeast Cyprus. It 

brings untold wealth into Famagusta, which becomes one of the most desirable 

resorts in the Mediterranean, bringing tourists flocking in. Greek and Turkish 

Cypriots work together in the hotel and are good neighbours and friends to each 

other, but in 1974 Turkey invades the island, to protect the minority Turkish 

Cypriot community and war rages. Atrocities are committed and finally the 

occupants of Famagusta flee ahead of the occupation of the city by the militia, 

leaving behind a ghost city. Two families, however, have reason to stay behind, 

secretly living in their homes. This is the story of their struggle for survival. It is 

a novel of ingenuity, barbarism, betrayal, family loyalty and of how these 

families from opposing sides work together peaceably and with dignity. 

I absolutely loved this novel. It is both meticulously researched and 

a brilliant read. The story is powerful, beautifully written and 

totally absorbing – a real page-turner and a must-read. 

 

Cathy Small  

A compelling read about two families as they struggle to survive the 

invasion of Cyprus by Turkey. You see the families torn apart with 

many events and brought back together again.  

‘The Sunrise’ starts the reader in a beautiful world where everyone is in the 

right place but enjoying life as it is. We see the heartbreak of greed as it starts to 



take over the marriage of Savvas and Aphrodite then comes the Greek military 

coup, then the invasion from Turkey and everyone's life starts to change. It 

becomes a fight for survival whilst some flee, others remain but neither option 

provides the desired outcome. We see a Greek family and a Turkish Cypriot 

family fight for their home and their survival which eventually brings the 

families working together to defeat the soldiers. We see the demise of Cyprus as 

it was known and the struggles that still remain to this day. 

A compelling read again from Victoria Hislop and the fascination of the true 

history behind the writing keeps you from putting the book down, it was 

addictive reading right to the end. 

 

Sue Broom  

Fascinating historical background and I shall be following 

developments in Cyprus with sympathy for those still affected by the 

turmoil forty years on.  

I was predisposed to enjoy ‘The Sunrise’ as I am a huge fan of historical fiction 

and was drawn to the story of how Famagusta came to be deserted, leaving a 

‘ghost town’ that endures to this day.  I found the historical background 

fascinating and would have liked to read more here.   

The book mainly focuses on human drama, featuring a Greek-Cypriot and a 

Turkish-Cypriot family caught up in the conflict and its aftermath, and this 

aspect of it was less successful for me.  A great many pages are spent setting the 

scene in the hotel, in such painstaking day-to-day detail that I found the 

author’s style of writing slow paced and clunky.  Rather one-dimensional 

characters too - I couldn’t engage with them and was not as interested in the 

outcome for them as I would have liked to have been.  Reading this book has, 

however, inspired me to look for more information about Cyprus’ recent history 

and I shall be following developments with sympathy for those still affected by 

the turmoil forty years later.  If that was part of the author’s intention in 

writing the book, then it has had the right effect on me. 

 

Jane Pepler  

The story of two families left behind in a ghost city.  

The resort of Famugusta, Cyprus is one of the best Mediterranean seaside 

resorts in the 1970's. The book begins in 1972, when Famagusta is at the height 

of it's popularity. A thriving port and a city that boasts many large hotels, 



Famagusta is the place to holiday, and The Sunrise is the newest, largest and 

most fashionable  hotel. 

Whereas previously Greek and Turkish Cypriots had lived and worked together 

harmoniously, Cyprus is going through a period of political unrest which came 

to a head in 1974 when Turkey invaded the island following a Greek military 

coup. Famagusta is heavily bombed and overnight the entire population of forty 

thousand abandons the city, never to return. Famagusta is still a ghost city, 

with it's people's homes abandoned and never returned to since August 1974. 

‘The Sunrise’ follows the story of two families who are connected by the hotel 

and stay in hiding in the abandoned city. What becomes of them? 

I really enjoyed this book, although I did find the beginning a little slow as there 

is much description to set the scene and the political background to the conflict 

is laid out. Once I had got into the swing of the story I really wanted to know 

what the fate of the two families left behind would be and I flew through the rest 

of the book. 

 

Joan Sidwell  

Victoria’s Hislop’s latest book chronicles the lives of a group of families living in 

Famagusta during the troubles in the early 1970s. 

The first part of the book (approximately 200 pages) sets the scene by 

chronicling The Sunrise, a luxury hotel, how it came to be built and introducing 

the main characters.  My own personal feeling was that this part was a little 

long with too much detail about the luxury hotel and Aphroditi‘s jewellery, 

although both are integral parts of the story.  On the other hand the detail does 

serve to emphasise the huge divide between the family who built the hotel and 

those who work there, all of which becomes apparent as the book moves 

forward. 

The second part tells the stories of the families during the troubles and how they 

survive under siege.  The second part was far more page turning and brings to 

life a recent part of Mediterranean history that is not widely known.  

This is the first Victoria Hislop book I have read so I cannot compare it with her 

previous enormously successful books.  I enjoyed the book, it was an 

entertaining and extremely informative read, Victoria Hislop’s love of 

the island and her knowledge of the military coup really comes through 

however I felt that I didn’t really get to know the characters as individuals until 

the latter part of the book.  As the story progresses through towards the end of 



the book they seem to come more alive and their personalities emerge.  A rather 

sad book but will appeal to those who enjoy a historical saga. 

 

Jean Diamond  

Once again, Victoria Hislop has written another graphical and well 

researched book that combines her fictional characters with the 

political history of the area. 

‘The Sunrise’ invites the reader to enjoy the golden beaches, turquoise sea and 

luxurious hotels of Famagusta before political events cause an invasion of the 

city.  

The reader learns how the families of Turkish and Greek Cypriots are forced to 

hide together while forty thousand people flee their homes. Hislop contrasts the 

strengths and weaknesses of humanity as the characters are weaved in and out 

of the story.  Love, trust and wealth are lost as the story progresses, but how did 

it end? 

I highly recommend this book. 

 

Jane Gilman 

I have enjoyed previous novels written by Victoria Hislop and this new offering 

did not disappoint. Once again she has taken a period in recent history 

that I knew little about and has both informed and pulled at my 

heartstrings with this tale of betrayal and loyalty in war torn 

Cyprus. 

‘The Sunrise’ is the latest, grandest hotel in Famagusta both Greek and Turkish 

Cypriots work there, tending to the needs of wealthy locals and the hordes of 

tourists who line the magnificent beaches. This is 1972 and no one is 

anticipating that the simmering unrest is about to explode into civil war. 

The story follows several characters whose lives are connected through The 

Sunrise. The Papacostas owners of The Sunrise, through to Huseyin Ozkan 

aspiring water polo player and beach lounger stacker.  

When the island is invaded by Turkey to protect the Turkish Cypriot minority 

after a Greek military coup in 1974, thousands flee. Famagusta is deserted just 

two families are left behind. 

Trust becomes much more than a matter of ethnicity and one who has been 

given great responsibility betrays that trust and puts everyone's life in danger. 



After a slowish build up as the characters are introduced the story throughly 

gripped me and I couldn't put it down untill I knew what was going  to be the 

outcome for these people who had come to seem like friends. 

I would throughly recommend this novel to fans of Victoria Hislop and to those 

trying her out for the first time. It would be a good choice for a book club as 

there would be a lot to discuss as many of us enjoy holidays to Cyprus mostly 

ignorant of its recent history. 

Unputdownable. A great read. 

  

Janet Gilliard 

This novel is set in Famagusta in 1972. It tells the story of two families the 

Georgious and the Ozkans who stay in Famugasta after 40,000 flee the shelling 

of Famagusta.  

This novel is excellent. It is a period of history about which I know 

nothing, and Victoria Hislop brings the period alive. The story, as with 

all of her novels, is beautifully told and the two families come alive. I highly 

recommend this book to anyone.  

 

Jane Macleod 

The story is set in Cyprus 1972.  Tourism and the local economy are booming, 

but underneath the surface there is unrest between Turkish and Greek Cypriots.  

Holidaymakers are oblivious to the unrest, and local hotelier Savvas works 

against the odds to try and complete a new large scale hotel. 

From the outset you are engrossed in to the complexities of life on 

the little island, there is great characterisation – each character you become 

to know and how they must be feeling and the story builds gradually. 

This is the perfect book to highlight the real Cyprus, as opposed to just 

the glossy tourist view. 

 

Jo Rennox  

From Lye Down With A Good Book Reading group  

Victoria Hislop has taken the historical facts of the turmoil and events leading 

up to the Turkish Invasion of Cyprus in 1974 and woven her story of two 

families from different cultural backgrounds who have to come together to 



survive. 

In the opening chapters I found the portraits of her characters and their 

surroundings focused too heavily on the physical appearances which I find 

tedious.  In my opinion, giving details of peoples good looks, lustrous hair and 

immaculate grooming and wardrobe dates back to a ‘Romantic Novelette’ style 

of writing and, if I hadn’t given an undertaking to read this book, could have 

had me tossing it to one side! 

However, I’m glad I continued with the story as Victoria has taught me 

well, writing about how the fight for Independence for Cyprus was 

won and then how the fighters continued with a campaign to become 

part of Greece.   To protect the increasingly isolated Turkish Cypriot 

community the Turkish Army invade leading to the divided island that is visited 

by thousands of British today.  Terrible acts are committed by both 

communities and the invading army.  The author does convey to the reader how 

serious the situation was.  The scars of the separation are still there to be seen. 

There are many modern parallels to be found in this story and we see the young 

men going off to fight their causes, the avaricious taking advantage of terrible 

circumstances to become richer and the bringing together of Turkish and Greek 

Cypriots by the friendship of the family matriarchs.   

There are ‘guide book’ references to the food and a translation of those I didn’t 

recognise would have been useful.  Deeper insights into some of the characters 

are missed but the last few chapters of the story are exciting reading and I 

found that in the end I needed to find out whether the families made it to safety.  

 

Julie Wragg  

Two families from opposing sides rely on each other to survive in a 

war torn city.  

Savvas Papacosta and his wife Aphroditi open their fabulous new hotel ‘The 

Sunrise’ in beautiful Famagusta in Northern Cyprus.  The unrest on the island 

doesn’t appear to touch the lives of the many rich visitors to the resort and 

business is booming.  It seems the perfect holiday destination until a Greek 

military coup and a Turkish invasion destroys the city.  People flee Famagusta 

creating a ghost town.  Only two families and the Turkish soldiers remain, but 

despite their differences and distrust, the families rely on each other to survive. 

I have read all Victoria Hislop’s novels (I loved ‘The Island’) and as always this 

is meticulously researched; the detail of the glamour and extravagance of 



Famagusta at its height and the subsequent demise into a deserted, destroyed 

shell is vividly described.  However, I felt that this detail sometimes 

overpowered the human aspect of the book.  From a historical point of view I 

found the book interesting as I was fairly ignorant of what went on in Cyprus in 

the 1970’s, however I didn’t really connect with any of the characters.   

Overall a thoroughly researched book but lacking warmth for me. 

 

Katie Wright  

Inspired by real events in the 1970’s, life is about the change forever 

for the Greek and Turkish-Cypriot families living in the tourist hot 

spot of Famagusta.  

‘The Sunrise’ is the name of a prominent high-end hotel featured in this novel 

which provides a central location throughout the novel. Victoria Hislop paints a 

vivid picture of this beautiful, sunny location and its tragic demise. Indeed the 

location is actually developed more than the characters as the main two families 

who remain in the city following the Turkish invasion are only minor-

characters until about half-way through the book. I also found that the book 

was a struggle to stick with because as well as the lack of character 

development; the plot was also slow moving until the end, when the loose ends 

were tied up a little too conveniently. This is the first book I have read by Hislop 

and whilst I would try another, I wouldn't particularly recommend this one. 

 

Elaine Robertson 

The Sunrise is an elegant luxury hotel in Famagusta, Cyprus. Victoria Hislop 

tells the story of the hotel; the popular, glamorous resort it is built in and the 

sad events that lead to the resort becoming a ghost town almost overnight. She 

tells this story, which is based on real events in the real town of Famagusta, 

through the lives of three families: the Papacostas, the hotel owners; the 

Georgious and the Ozkans, who have family members who work for the hotel. 

The novel begins by introducing the reader to the resort of Famagusta with its 

sea, sun, large hotels and large numbers of tourists. It seems to be a holiday 

paradise. However there is trouble in paradise as terrorist attacks and fighting 

break out in Cyprus reaching Famagusta and causing tourists and inhabitants 

to leave this perfect place. Two families do not flee their homes, the Georgious 

and the Ozkans. The reader shares their hopes and fears as they try to survive 

and we learn that some family members help others during adversity while 



some help only themselves. 

Hislop’s writing is always rich in detail and her descriptions of 

jewellery (which is actually important to the plot), clothing, décor 

and food brings the story to life.  

‘The Sunrise’ was an enjoyable read based on a very sad moment of history. 

 

Mary Gibson 

‘The Sunrise’ by Victoria Hislop is a tale of bloodshed and division, betrayal, loss 

and enduring friendship.  The novel starts in 1972 when Cyprus is an island of 

prosperity, beautiful beaches and endless sunshine, attracting wealthy tourists 

from across the world.  In the top class thriving resort of Famagusta, Greek and 

Turkish Cypriots live and work alongside each other in harmony but elsewhere 

on the island there is unrest and violence between the communities and in 1974 

following a Greek military coup the island is invaded by the Turkish army in an 

attempt to protect the minority Turkish Cypriots.  Famagusta is abandoned, 

forty thousand citizens flee from the Turkish army.  Only two families remain, 

one Greek, one Turkish and they seek sanctuary in the most luxurious of the 

hotels in the resort, The Sunrise. 

I enjoyed this novel very much, learnt about a period of history I had 

no knowledge of.  The characters and the city of Famagusta are 

vividly drawn and realistic.  It is an ideal holiday read. 

  

Jan Kirkcaldy 

It’s always good to learn and with little knowledge of Turkey invading Cyprus 

forty years ago.  I enjoyed this riveting tale of the Island’s 

comparatively recent history.  At that time both Greek and Turkish 

Cypriots were living peaceful but mostly separate lives after violence between 

them nine years earlier.   Many worked together, as tourism had become an 

important part of the economy, with hotels springing up everywhere so it had 

become a necessity.  We meet Savvas and Aphrodite Papacosta who, with staff 

and guests, are celebrating the opening of their latest hotel in Famagusta – The 

Sunrise -described as the ultimate in luxury. An immensely wealthy couple due 

mainly to her father’s investment in their ventures they each have connections 

to the both the Greek and Turkish families who are central to the plot.  The 

Georgiou’s son Markos is relied on heavily by Savvas and Emine of the Oskan 

family who works as a hairdresser at the hotel is a confidante of Aphrodite.  



Trouble had been brewing for a while but not taken seriously. All too soon the 

sudden invasion of the Turkish Army shattered all of their lives and Famagusta 

became a ghost town as people who could abandoned their homes for the 

relative safety of other parts of the island.  While the Papacostas managed to 

escape to Nicosia, the Georgious and Oskans found themselves trapped together 

in hiding at The Sunrise. Searching for food was a necessity and any medical 

help non existent. Numerous people were dead or missing and you can feel the 

suffering everywhere before the situation was eventually resolved. This book 

explains so  much in every way about their lives and by explaining how so many 

Cypriots managed to find lives in other parts of the world. Some never returned 

but others stayed or came back to rebuild their lives and businesses. 

An excellent and informative read. Well worth recommending. 

 

Alan Brown  

A gentle book that describes the horrors and necessities of opposing 

families living in the devastation left after the war between Greeks 

and Turks on Cyprus.  

The writing of Victoria Hislop is mesmeric. The relationships of two families 

hiding in The Sunrise hotel are described against the backdrop of the obscenities 

of war. 

The gentle style does not prevent the realistic definition of the horrors of war 

and the difficulties of living in hiding on the frontline between the warring 

factions. 

Also the description of hopes and aspirations of families in the normal 

environment are contrasted against the despair that is dealt with in a stoic 

manner. 

In all this there is a story of betrayal which is good to read in itself. A contrast 

which increases the standard. 

 

Evelyn Love-Gajardo  

'The Sunrise' has all the elements that have made Victoria Hislop's 

books so popular-a Mediterranean setting, characters you care 

about and a contrast between the past, in a time of conflict, and the 

present. I've never been to Cyprus and was only vaguely aware of the things 

that happened there in the 1970s, so this novel taught me a lot.  At the start of 



the book everything seems perfect, and it's heart-rending to find out how the 

war between Greece and Turkey in 1974 changed the lives of all the characters 

forever. 

It tells the story of two families, Greek and Turkish Cypriots, and how their lives 

intertwine because of the war. The novel is set against the luxury of the Sunrise 

Hotel which in some way or other plays an important part in all their lives.  

There is a classic villain, Markos, who I started off thinking wasn't too bad, but 

ended up hating because of the way he treats another of the characters (I don't 

want to give away too much of the plot). The main strength of this book are the 

different characters in the two families, who you get to really care about and 

want to know what happens to them all. I think it is more than a 'beach read', as 

it is quite harrowing in parts and shows how war destroys the lives of innocent 

people. Definitely one to recommend. 

 

Rachel Atkins 

I have thoroughly enjoyed Victoria Hislop’s previous three books and so I began 

reading ‘The Sunrise’ with high expectations.  It did not disappoint.  She 

demonstrates great skill in evoking all the senses in her description of 

Famagusta.  The characters are not always what they seem and Hislop cleverly 

keeps the reader questioning their motives.  The subject matter was, at 

times, harrowing and I found that I had held my breath at certain 

points!   I became hugely involved in this novel and found it difficult 

to put down.  If you enjoyed ‘The Island’ and ‘The Thread’, you’ll love this!  

 

Karen - www.myreading-corner.blogspot.com/ 

A well researched story of the devastation caused by the Turkish 

invasion of Famagusta in 1974 telling the story of two families and 

their fight for survival.  

In 1972 Famagusta was a thriving resort with golden beaches, smart cafés and 

expensive shops.  Taking advantage of the influx of visitors are hotel owners 

Savvas and Aphroditi Papacosta.  Savvas always has an eye for profit and so he 

has built a new and opulent hotel.  They already own the Paradise Beach Hotel, 

but the new hotel, The Sunrise, is far bigger and more luxurious than its 

neighbours.  They are not to know but The Sunrise will eventually become a 

place of sanctuary during the invasion.  

I loved Victoria Hislop’s first book ‘The Island’ and I was looking forward to this 



new release. It was clearly very well researched and laid bare the devastation 

caused to both communities of Greek and Turkish Cypriots who had previously 

lived side by side.  Their lives were torn apart by the invasion and the trust 

between them destroyed. Those fleeing the invasion had been forced to leave 

their homes in just the clothes they were wearing and were not to know whether 

they would see their family or home again.  

I have to be honest and say that I did struggle with this book and I was well 

over 200 pages in before engaging with the story or the characters as I found 

the first part so slow.  There characters were well written but there was 

something about the narration that didn’t flow naturally for me, added to which 

I found the political background confusing, however I’m sure that others will 

love it. 

 

Claire Simms  

An excellent read about two families, one Greek & the other Turkish 

Cypriot that are caught in the war.  

This is a story about two families one Greek, one Turkish Cypriot who are 

caught in the war between the two countries. After the Turkish army invasion 

they stayed in Famagusta when everyone else left. It tells of the good and bad 

times and the hope that one day their home would be safe.  

As the troops get closer they take shelter in the Sunrise Hotel. Eventually they 

escape to Nicosia and go their separate ways. Many years later meeting again 

in London.  

An excellent read. 

 

Rebecca Whymark  

Fantastic. 

I loved this book. I had never read anything by this author before so didn’t 

know what to expect from this book. It was very well written, the 

characters are developed slowly, you are always learning 

something new about them. This keeps you turning the pages. I found it a 

little difficult to get into but once I had a spare half hour to spend on it I was not 

wanting to stop. Although this is fiction the events in Cyprus that the book 

centres around did happen and it is not an area in history I am too familiar 

with so it has piqued my interest in researching this. This is worth picking up as 



a new author to try if you haven’t already. 

 

Maggie Crane 

This book provides an excellent read, it is emotionally resonant 

throughout, demonstrating a sensitivity within a sometimes brutal 

environment. The two families involved prove that human nature can 

overcome all problems caused by religious or ideological differences. The 

friendship of two mothers results in the courage to endure all hardships caused 

by war, as they engender the strength of their families to seek freedom for 

friend and foe alike. If you have spent any time in Cyprus this story will open 

your eyes to the history of that beautiful island. 

 

Vanessa Wild  

An enjoyable, fascinating and compelling story about families, 

friendship, loyalty and betrayal, which gives a good insight into the 

terrible events that occurred in Cyprus in the 1970s.  

An interesting and captivating story set during the 1970s on the island of 

Cyprus in the holiday resort of Famagusta.  Underneath the sunshine and 

glamour, political disturbances brew and a military coup occurs, resulting in an 

invasion by the Turkish army.  The luxury Hotel Sunrise is at the centre of all 

the bloodshed and horror and two families find themselves in hiding, secretly 

trying to exist. 

I found this tale quite an absorbing one and it held my interest throughout.  It's 

a time in history that I know little about, although I was aware of the troubles 

in Cyprus at the time but not the ins and outs.  It's very well researched and 

beautifully written.  The characters are well drawn and the tension between the 

Greek and Turkish Cypriots is portrayed realistically.  The fear and terror is 

depicted authentically but not too graphically. 

In a nutshell, this is an enjoyable, fascinating and compelling story about 

families, friendship, loyalty and betrayal.  It gives a good insight into the 

terrible events which happened in Cyprus at that particular time. 

 

Tina  

A thought-provoking book whose ending returns to haunt the reader again and 

again.  



As with Victoria Hislop’s earlier works, ‘The Sunrise’ was very easy to read and 

the simple language belies the seriousness of the subject. Set in the 1970s in 

Cyprus, the story follows inhabitants of Famagusta who flee the city when 

Turkey invades the island to protect the Turkish Cypriot minority. 

This novel is a much darker one than Victoria Hislop’s others. The 

blurb at the back gives an idea of how the story will end yet it is still difficult not 

to sympathise with some of the characters, whatever their flaws. In a way, it is 

as if we, the audience, are being asked to witness a Greek tragedy, where the 

outcome is predestined and we can only observe but are unable to change the 

outcome.  

Coincidentally (or maybe the publication date was intentional), this year is the 

40th anniversary of the Turkish invasion after the Greek military coup. It is also 

the centenary of the First World War, and as I review this, there are on-going 

conflicts in Syria and Gaza. With this in mind, the themes in ‘The Sunrise’ are 

timeless and can be seen as a commentary on the human condition: Although 

the situation is desperate, there are some glimpses of human kindness and it is 

these at which we can only grasp. 

Although it is now a number of weeks since I finished the book, I often find my 

mind straying back to the novel. 

 

Gina Pellett  

Set in Cyprus ‘The Sunrise’ engages the author straightaway.  The 

characters, locations and family tensions are brought to life for the 

reader by the flowing prose.  

Set in Cyprus ‘The Sunrise’ engages the author straightaway.  The characters, 

locations and family tensions are brought to life for the reader by the flowing 

prose.  Although I knew a little about the military coup that took place I was 

unaware of the devastating impact on the population.   ‘The Sunrise’ draws you 

in to the personal lives of the characters– their hopes and their tragedies. 

I was a fan of Victoria Hislop before I read ‘The Sunrise’ and I continue to be so.  

She makes you feel that you are in Cyprus with the characters and that you are 

a part of their lives, experiencing their ups and downs. 

 

Judi Davies  

As ever, Hislop has researched well & gives the reader a taste of 



history in her story of two families in Famagusta, Cyprus during the 

troubles between the Greek & Turkish Cypriots.  

As ever, Hislop has researched well & gives the reader a taste of history in her 

story of two families in Famagusta, Cyprus during the troubles between the 

Greek & Turkish Cypriots. Having visited the 'look-out' posts overlooking the 

'ghost town' I was hoping for an insight into what caused families to flee, 

leaving meals half eaten & washing blowing on the lines. I wasn't disappointed 

& ‘The Sunrise’ is a good read. Not unputdownable & with a few weak 

characters, but on the whole I enjoyed it. 


