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Joan Hill  

DI Marnie Rome and DS Noah 

Jake team up again in this 

exciting third novel in the series. 

It’s unmissable, thrilling, and 

utterly absorbing: an 

underworld of crime, 

vulnerability and depravity.  

I really loved ‘Tastes Like Fear’ by 

Sarah Hilary, the third crime thriller 

in the cracking DI Marnie Rome 

series. It is a hard-hitting story about 

vulnerable teenage runaways seeking 

a safe haven and anonymity in the 

shadowy subways of London. With 

urban crime rife, this carefully 

crafted plot involves violence, 

unimaginable depravation, coercion 

and a chillingly gruesome scenario: a 

murderer seeking a perfect but 

invisible family to love, to control and in some cases to dispense with when their 

behaviour is disappointing. 

The story follows the disappearances of several characters, each vividly 

narrating their own sad and sorry stories. Running alongside these converging 

threads is the one that actually moves the story forward: the story of the crime 

investigation, escalating with the desperation of the discovery of each victim. As 



 

time runs out there are more and more chicanes, twisting and turning to ensure 

that you are totally always alert and totally absorbed. The storytelling and 

characterisation are wonderful. Each story is fast paced and there are many 

thrills and spills as the novel reaches its ingenious conclusion. I never once 

guessed at the identity of the odious murderer, so cleverly was the trail of smoke 

and mirrors envisaged. 

I would like to thank Lovereading and the publishers Headline for my 

uncorrected proof copy of this exciting page-turner of a novel. It’s a massive 

thumbs up from me. 

You can follow Joan on Twitter: @JoanHill07 

 

Tanya Thurling 

This is this first book I've read by Sarah Hilary and after reading this one it's 

safe to say I'll be reading the other ones. If only to find out a bit more about 

Marnie and Noah.  

The story starts with a fatal car crash caused by a young girl who mysteriously 

vanishes from the scene and it's all go from there really. Dead bodies, suspicious 

families, vulnerable runaways, a creepy guy by the name of Harm and a young 

girl, fearless with a grim determination to find out what happened regardless of 

the cost. 

The characters were all well written, and will have you shocked, sympathizing, 

gritting your teeth and shaking your head. The plot was faultless and fast 

paced. Plenty of action, and a rather unexpected twist that you most 

certainly will not guess. I would definitely recommend this book and I will 

certainly be buying more from this author. 

 

Sue Burton  

Marnie is back with another case.  This book will not disappoint.  

First class book, thoroughly enjoyed reading it and like all the characters in the 

book and did not get the person who done it until the end.  Well written and 

thoroughly enjoyable. 

 

Hannah Ward 

I received an advanced copy of this book for an honest review for the lovely 



 

team at Lovereading. Thank you very much as it is another book I would never 

have chosen but absolutely loved. It is creepy but not too much. I loved the style 

of writing and how the chapters change to each person. I found this book 

gripping and intense. There were a few twists and some very 

interesting and intriguing characters. I now want to read more of 

Sarah Hilary's books. 

http://echoesinanemptyroom.com/2016/02/06/tastes-like-fear-by-

sarah-hilary/ 

 

Pam Kennedy  

A very good read would highly recommend.  

I thoroughly enjoyed this book, at first I wasn't too sure about it I really liked 

the main characters Marnie and Noah. It made a change to read a book where 

the two main people liked and respected each other.  The story is very good and 

for once I had no idea who Harm really was.  I would recommend this book to 

anyone who likes a good heart stirring book.   

 

Lynda DeFreitas  

This novel is seriously creepy. I loved it.  

The prologue shows how mostly the general public do not see the homeless all 

around us. How unobservant we are, and how immune to their situation, apart 

from some weird people who prey on the homeless. 

This is the third book featuring DI Marnie Rome and the back story intriguingly 

explores a little more of her life. 

As the main story progresses we are drawn deeper into the twilight world of 

runaway children, the dangers that surround them and how their families are 

affected by their decision to leave home. 

I could not wait to turn over each page and find out how the author was going 

to connect all the dots and bring the story together. There are several twists in 

the story that I did not see coming at all. I wanted to get to the end to find out 

what would happen but at the same time I did not want to finish the book. 

I am really looking forward to the next book Sarah Hilary writes featuring DI 

Marnie Rome. 

 



 

Jane Macleod 

This book will hook you from the word go, it’s fast paced, edgy, 

mildly creepy and modern.   

This is a psychological thriller where you will want to keep reading until you 

find out ‘who is it’.  There are twists and turns as the plot thickens all to keep 

you engrossed in the story until the very end. 

This is the third in the D.I. Marnie Rome novel but is a standalone novel (I’ve 

not read the previous titles).  The reader links immediately with Marnie and her 

team as time is running out to save a child’s life and uncover the murderer. 

I would definitely recommend this to a friend! 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

This is a hard hitting thriller focused on one of the key challenges of 

the modern world, homelessness and why young people select this 

over remaining in their family homes.  

DI Marnie Rome and DS Jake are investigating a fatal car accident which was 

caused by the sudden appearance of a teenager who just disappears. 

Their initial enquiries lead them to return to an unsolved missing person case in 

the hope that the teenager is alive but may be in trouble.  However, when a body 

is uncovered, the team realise that not everything is it seems. 

The investigation leads them to the chilling world of the homeless and when a 

second body is uncovered, the consistency further to the post mortem, suggest it 

is one and the same murderer. 

This is a fantastically chilling, face-paced and disturbing story.  I have not read 

Hilary’s previous books in the DI Marnie series but my next purchase will be to 

fill the gap in my book shelf where I keep my favourite authors. 

 

Nicola Underwood  

One of the best mystery, thriller books that I've read in a long time.  

This is the first Marnie Rome book that I have read… I didn't know 

what I was missing out on. I received an ARC of the book from the 

Lovereading review panel.  

The book was well written and had lots of twists and turns throughout. There 



 

was plenty of suspense and I found myself struggling to put it down. One of the 

best new author's that I have come across in a long time. 

 

Linda Birt 

Having read the two previous DI Marine Rome novels, I knew I would not be 

disappointed. I could not wait to find out what happened next. We start with 

missing teenagers and the man known as Harm, who is key to the mystery. 

Homeless and runaways are the theme to this novel. We delve deeper into why 

people end up homeless. As usual there are many twist and turns which keeps us 

guessing. We also learn more about the personal lives of Marine and her DS 

Noah Jake. With Marine’s foster brother Stephen and Noah's brother who is 

dangerously close to the wrong side of the law. 

I would have no hesitation in recommending this novel, Sarah 

Hilary sets the standard higher and higher. 

 

Reba Khatun  

Sarah Hilary's writing is gripping and precise. I was absorbed by 

the case until the very end.  

DI Marnie Rome is back in another intriguing page-turning thriller.  A missing 

girl has been found murdered and on display in a show apartment at the old 

Battersea power station. The team are searching for another vulnerable girl on 

the streets after she causes a serious car accident. 

Sarah Hilary has the right amount of characters to get your head around. The 

description and pace are spot on. Sarah has still got the knack of keeping you 

guessing until the very end and this book ends with more than one revelation.  

 

Rachel Bridgeman 

‘Tastes Like Fear’ by Sarah Hilary is the third in her detective series featuring 

D.I Marnie Rose. No worries if you haven’t read the first two (but seriously, 

what are you waiting for?!) as the story does not rely on you having done so 

and references are made to previous storylines that are neither oblique nor 

expositional. 

Here, a car crash that looks like a straightforward drunk driving incident, turns 

out to be much more complicated as the reason Car 1 crashed into Car 2 was 

avoiding a half-naked young girl covered in black writing wandering aimlessly 



 

into a road. 

It’s a twisty turny novel that ramps up the suspense as the hunt for a killer and 

possible abductor known as Harm gathers pace. The balance between private 

lives of the detectives and the procedural aspect is good and having 

thoroughly enjoyed the first two in the series, and this one as well, 

sincerely hope there will be further entries in the Marnie Rose log 

book! Many thanks Lovereading J 

 

Kim Feasey  

A really chilling page turner. You will be drawn in to the dark, right 

from page one.  

I absolutely loved Sarah Hilary’s writing style and can’t wait to read more by 

this author. A 5* read for me. 

It’s full of twists and chilling turns and you think you may have worked it out to 

be proved wrong again! The story is told from different points of view which 

adds a lot to the suspense. The characters are so well drawn that you are there 

in the middle of the investigation with the detectives. 

They are looking into a commune run by ‘Harm’ who’s taking in runaway 

teenagers. Just what is he expecting in return? What led them all to his door?  

I literally could not put this book down- highly recommended to thriller readers 

https://bookwormsandshutterbugs.wordpress.com/ 

 

Melanie Kane 

Superbly written, I thoroughly enjoyed this dark psychological 

novel, the characters were all portrayed so cleverly and 

realistically.  The plot was fantastic with so many twists and turns it was 

quite impossible to predict what was going to happen next.  I will definitely 

follow this author and look forward to reading the other titles with Marnie 

Rome.  Thoroughly recommend this title, a gripping read which kept me 

turning the pages in my desire for more. 

 

Edel Waugh 

When a car accident happens after a young girl runs out in front of cars causing 

a lot of injuries and then disappears it begins a search for the girl who they fear 



 

was a missing person but the numbers of missing persons in the area seem to be 

growing and the police are fearful about what is happening to these girls. Part 

mystery and thriller this book shows the grim side of life on the streets for 

young people, the danger they face daily and the chances they take with people 

they don't know. The plot was very good, the descriptions of the 

situations heart-breaking and the characters very memorable. I 

would recommend this to all thriller fans.  

http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2016/02/tastes-like-fear-by-sarah-hillary-

review.html?m=1 

 

Tracey Poulter 

This is the third outing for Detective Inspector Marnie Rome and her Detective 

Sergeant Noah Jake. The book begins two years ago when Christie, homeless 

and begging in the street, is found by a man offering shelter. Two years later 

another girl is missing and a traffic accident leads the police to think they may 

have found her. 

This is an absorbing story about young runaways who are found by 

someone who will give them shelter and keep them safe – that is, until they 

show signs of growing up. 

Sarah Hilary’s skill lies in writing believable characters that all 

have three-dimensional lives with hidden problems and in showing 

us that the truth is not simply black and white. It is not always clear just 

who the victim is and who is manipulating who. This book further develops the 

working relationship between Marnie & Noah and the issues they have with 

their, very different, families and partners. 

I would recommend this to anyone who loves crime novels which keep them 

thinking well after they have finished reading. 

 

Sheila Dale  

Good plot, surprising ending and well-drawn characters.  

This is the 3rd Marnie Rome book by Sarah Hilary that I have read and as 

always the plot line gradually draws you in and keeps the pages turning. The 

characters are always well drawn with insights into the private lives of the 

main characters that are on-going and revealing.  

In this one you are slowly drawn into the plot through the eyes of the main 



 

victims and suspects emerge fairly early on only for a completely unexpected 

twist towards the end (to me anyway!)  

However all in all a good book and I await the next one with interest. 

 

Mary Gibson 

‘Tastes Like Fear’ by Sarah Hilary is the third novel in a crime series which 

started with ‘Someone Else's Skin’ and introduced the troubled but talented 

Detective Marnie Rome and her colleague, the charismatic Sergeant Noah Jake.  

In this novel the pair investigate a fatal car crash caused by a runaway girl and 

leads them eventually to a confrontation with a terrifying new evil.  Set 

amongst the menacing landscape of the old Battersea Power Station, 

this is a satisfying and emotional read and I look forward to reading 

more in this series. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  


