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Nicola  

Love stories, secrets and betrayal 

keep you hooked from beginning to 

end!  

Abby finds an old photograph of a couple 

while at work as an archivist. This leads 

her on to delving into the story behind the 

photograph. She meets Rosamund, the 

lady in the photograph, and embarks on a 

journey to find out more. 

A dual time tale is then told of 

Rosamund's story of 1961 and Abby's 

relationship in 2014. These interwoven 

stories then take the reader on a journey 

through London, St Petersburg and Paris, 

meeting an array of elegant characters, 

many with a depth that leads the reader 

to empathise with them. 

Twists and turns start about half way 

through, leading to the development of the love stories and the betrayal 

involved. A compelling read that is enjoyable and keeps you captivated to find 

out the truth! 

 

Anne Cater  

All consuming love, buried secrets, beautiful locations and flawed 

but exciting characters. This is a satisfying read, with twists and 

turns and an old-fashioned love story at its heart.  

The Last Kiss Goodbye is a dual-time story, set in the early 1960s and in the 

modern day. The whole story centres around a photograph discovered by Abby 



Morgan in 2014. The photograph is featured in an exhibition and christened 

'The Last Kiss Goodbye'. 

Abby is dealing with her own personal heartbreak and becomes consumed by 

the story behind the old photograph. She is determined to find out more about it, 

and if possible, to track down the people in it. Abby learns that the subjects of 

The Last Kiss Goodbye photograph are explorer Dominic Blake and journalist 

Rosamund Bailey. She learns that Dominic didn't return from his journey and 

the photograph captures their last intimate moment together. 

The story travels back and forth. To the 1960s, those whirlwind days of parties 

and glamour and excitement. The days where women's voices can finally be 

heard and the world is changing quickly. Alongside the jazz and the drink and 

the emerging sexual liberation is the mysterious and murky world of Soviet 

espionage and the Cold War. Tasmina Perry delicately balances these, painting 

a fascinating picture of those times. 

The story is set in London, Paris and St Petersburg, and the author excels in 

recreating these magical locations so very well.  I have to admit that I did prefer 

the story of Dominic and Rosamund over that of Abby and her estranged 

husband Nick. The 1960s era is one of my very favourite times to read about - I 

am always attracted to the bohemian glamour of those times. 

www.randomthingsthroughmyletterbox.blogspot.co.uk/  

 

Sarah Harper 

A gorgeous book which draws you in effortlessly and is a totally 

absorbing and enjoyable read.  

A story sparked by an evocative old photograph. A mesmerising snapshot, 

capturing both the power and powerlessness of love. He is an intrepid explorer, 

charming and good-looking, she is a famous journalist, feisty and opinionated. 

A tragic tale, he disappears in the Amazon jungle, never to be seen again, and 

she is left searching for him, never to love again. The photograph, the last of 

them taken together before they part, holds so much love and loss, frozen 

forever in time. Abby unearths the picture from the archives where she works 

and, captivated by it, includes it in an exhibition and so returns their story to 

the public spotlight. She meets Rosamund, the woman in the print and, 

intrigued by the story of Dominic’s disappearance, she begins to investigate. But 

sometimes the truth you unearth can be shocking. 

The story switches between Dominic and Rosamund’s romance and Abby’s life 



in present day London, her impending divorce and Elliot, her suave new editor. 

As her research snowballs, she discovers espionage, long buried secrets and that 

everything is not as it seems. This gorgeous book draws you in effortlessly and 

the premise of the photograph, the way the past and present stories evolve 

around it, works really well. I think it would translate to film brilliantly. It’s a 

totally absorbing and enjoyable read. 

 

Victoria Goldman  

The Last Kiss Goodbye is a lovely emotional read with an intriguing 

story at its heart. This is a story of love, passion, deception, mystery 

and suspense. I finished reading it with tears in my eyes.  

The Last Kiss Goodbye is a lovely emotional read with an intriguing story at its 

heart.  

Abby is working as a museum archivist, looking into the lives of the great 

explorers over the previous decades. When she finds a faded photograph 

showing a couple deeply in love, she becomes obsessed with discovering more 

about their past. What happened to explorer Dominic Blake, who disappeared 

deep into the Amazon soon after this photograph was taken? Meanwhile, Abby 

is newly separated from her husband and has big decisions to make about her 

future. 

This is a story of love, passion, deception, mystery and suspense. I loved the 

characters and warmed to them straight away. The story kept me engrossed all 

the way through; like Abby, I was desperate to know what had happened to 

Dominic. And when I discovered the truth, it came as a complete surprise. 

Tasmina Perry writes very readable books. The writing flows well, as does the 

plot, and the book is written with a lot of emotion. I finished reading it with 

tears in my eyes. 

www.off-the-shelfbooks.blogspot.co.uk  

 

Phylippa Smithson 

Quality chick-flick with a meaty plot, engaging characters all pulled 

together with some excellent writing.  Perfect holiday reading.  

Switching between the lives of Abby and Ros now, and that of Ros in the early 

60s, it’s not difficult to quickly appreciate the two are and have had similar 

experiences.  Both have loved and believe they have lost The One.  Both have 



career ambitions but not at the cost of what they believe in.  And both are trying 

to make sense in a world that wants to continue to confuse. 

Ros is a strong minded, opinionated individual who first meets news editor, 

Dominic (Dom) Blake when she accuses him and his newspaper of ‘bold-faced 

lies.’  What transpires is that despite their differences, there is strength in  their 

unlikely relationship.  And then Dom disappears. 

Dom’s disappearance not only leaves Ros’s life in turmoil but it is the driver as 

to why she and Abby meet.  Abby is working on content for an exhibition of 

Britain’s greatest explorers.  Her husband has been unfaithful and she is broken.  

When she finds a photograph she is intrigued to find out who the evidently in 

love couple were.  Who they were was Dom and Ros.  So, why is Ros so 

reluctant to help when Abby becomes determined to uncover the truth behind 

Dom’s disappearance?   

Full of intrigue and easy flowing writing, this is a perfect read for those long 

summer days.  Quite surprised how much enjoyment I had and how much I felt 

for the characters.  Thanks Tasmina Perry. 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy  

As is predictable these days the story’s plot dodged around, this time from 

events in 1961 to the present day. During her research for a forthcoming 

exhibition Abby, an Archivist, finds an old photograph of a couple obviously 

saying farewell. Once shown in her gallery, it sparks much interest and a  

fascinating search into what happened to the couple in it, who had apparently 

been quite well known in their day. Ros was a political activist and Dominic an 

editor of a radical magazine.  No one knew what happened to them.  Their 

relationship, along with her own, makes what follows - the tale of two loves, 

separated by the years yet somehow echoing one another’s lives - very 

interesting.  Mainly it’s a fascinating look back at the sixties when everything 

from the Cold War, intrigue and protest marches to fashion and feminism were 

prominent. The social scene seemed littered with spies, which introduced Abby 

to another world even though there were parallels with her life and the 

characters in it . 

Basically it is just a romantic novel with attitude which is why I enjoyed it .  I 

did guess the outcome of the book which I felt was too over the top to be true but 

despite that I would thoroughly recommend it. It’s  sensitively written, 

it held my interest throughout and is a great holiday read. 



 

Emily Wright 

An absolute pleasure to read, ‘The Last Kiss Goodbye’ left me with a 

smile on my face and a tear in my eye. 

When Abby discovers a forgotten photograph, she also begins to unearth the 

story of the couple captured for posterity, their heartfelt goodbye preserved 

forever. The captivating image shows Rosamund Bailey and her fiancé Dominic 

Blake. It was taken in their last precious moments together before explorer 

Dominic set out deep into the Amazon rainforest, never to return. 

The novel features a dual time frame; Rosamund’s life with Dominic in the early 

1960s, and Abby in the present day, helping Rosamund uncover the truth about 

what happened all those years ago. 

Tasmina Perry writes evocatively about both people and places. From the 

sweltering heat of the Amazon rainforest to idyllic French vistas, the locations 

in the novel come to life through her descriptions. I particularly enjoyed the 

development of Abby and Rosamund’s friendship. The experiences of the two 

women are cleverly echoed, both having reason to question their soulmates, and 

there is espionage embroiled in the romance of the novel. With twists and turns 

aplenty I, like Abby and Rosamund, was never quite sure who to trust. This 

made the emotions experienced by the characters, and similarly myself as a 

reader, all the more potent and poignant. 

A timeless, escapist love story complete with a satisfying and uplifting ending, 

which I felt concluded the characters’ stories perfectly. I would highly 

recommend this to all the romantics out there. 

 

Sallyann Spittle 

What an absolutely brilliant book by this great author!  This is the first 

time that I have read anything by Tasmina Perry and I was amazed at how 

the story kept me riveted to the pages.  The story of two women living at 

different times but with so much in common was cleverly engineered to keep the 

reader interested.  It wasn’t a boring “normal” love story but it was filled with 

intrigue and history, which had me eager to finish it but not wanting it to end.  

The parallel stories of Abby & Ros were both heartbreaking and touching in 

different but similar ways.  A great read and one that makes me want to 

read more of Tasmina Perry’s work. 

 



Joy Bosworth  

I enjoyed the earlier part of this book very much.  

The present day central character is wallowing in self pity because she has 

ended her marriage, then becomes captivated by  a love story from 1961.  This 

part is really well researched.  A short drive to a pub encompasses car, clothing 

and drinks details all of which fit the era well.  Gradually current styles of 

speech take over and as the setting had seemed authentic it's an awful howler to 

have 1960s people in scenarios of the time but with dialogue of now. 

The story continues to flit between the two time settings, then gets incredibly 

slow and becomes a genre I detest (it would reveal the plot twist to name it).  By 

the end I was just relieved to have got there. 

I've not read this author before, so perhaps the 21st century setting alone would 

make for okay chick-lit which I may well enjoy. 

 

Suzanne Marsh 

This is the first book that I have read by Tasmina Perry. The first thing that 

entered my mind while reading this gorgeous story is that The Last Kiss would 

be a great romantic novel to take on holiday. 

The story is set in one of the most romantic settings you can think of: Paris. It is 

also set in London and St Petersburg. The pages are bursting with a gallery cast 

of glamorous characters. 

Dashing Dominic Blake is always looking for fascinating people to do a profile 

on for Capital, the magazine he edits. He is always late to a party or for a 

wedding - something that Dominic is famous for. 

Lady Victoria is married to a much older man who, through Dominic eyes, 

makes them seem like an odd couple. 

There is Abby who can't bear to be near her husband after finding text messages 

from another woman. There are breath-taking scenes when Abby Morgan finds 

a faded photograph, but who is in the photograph? There is a long-buried 

secret, who knows about it and why has it been kept a secret? 

 This is a story of secrets, love and betrayal.  But as the saying goes - 

it's never too late to start again. Could this be true for one the 

characters in The Last Kiss?  What readers can expect is an emotional 

connection with some of the characters or all of them.  

www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 



 

Janet Gilliard 

I really enjoyed this novel. Set in 1961 and 2014, it is a heartbreaking 

love story with a buried secret. I have never read any of Tasmina 

Perry's novels and will go and read some more. I highly recommend 

this. It is intelligent chick lit! 

 

Julie Bertschin  

A beautifully written story of love and loss which sweeps back in 

time to the Cold War, with double agents and secrets at the heart of this 

adventure.  Abby Morgan's own marriage breakdown is mirrored in the heart-

breaking sadness of Rosamund Bailey's loss of Dominic.  The picture depicting 

Dominic and Rosamund's last kiss is what ties them together.  Abby's need to 

find out what really happened between Rosamund and Dominic is driven by her 

need to come to terms with what has happened in her own marriage. The 

story unravels slowly in a tantalising way, keeping the reader 

hooked to discover the truth, just as Abby is herself hooked.  A wonderful 

summer read. 

 

Edel Waugh 

What a beautiful story, this was set in the 1960's and modern day England. In 

the 1960's the main character is Dominic Blake who works for a magazine and 

is connected to all the right people. In modern day England we meet Abby, an 

archivist and part time newspaper journalist . Abby is helping to launch an 

exhibit about exploration expeditions,  but she has no idea what journey 

through history and war this is going to take her on while going through a 

separation from her husband at the same time.  

The story takes us from country to country and at the centre of it all 

is a story about love, a never ending love that endures no matter 

what happens.  

www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com  

 

Isobel Finbow  

A page turner whether on a sun lounger on your summer holidays or curled up 

in front of a fire. Enjoyable characters who draw you into the twists and turns 



of their lives both past and present.  

A jolly good read, thank you Love Reading. Such a treat. I was absorbed 

from the first chapter and by the end I would not have guessed the 

route their lives had taken. Very enjoyable and well paced. Two 

strong female characters Ros and Abby and the stories of how their lives map 

out and cross over. Just when you are predicting the path it changes route.  

An absorbing read whether on your summer holidays on the beach or a cosy 

winter read by the fire. You will not want it to end or more is the point what 

happened after. An easy read and can be gobbled up in a few days. 

 

Julie Bickerdyke  

There are so many raw emotions running through the book with 

powerful themes: love, friendship, betrayal, death, ethics.  They are 

all handled expertly and make this a fabulous book to read. 

A gripping story spanning the lifetime of journalist Rosamund Bailey and 

intertwined with the current day life of archivist Abby Morgan. 

Tasmina Perry has created an incredibly well-written masterpiece.  The 

characters are well thought out and you find yourself really caring what 

happens to them. 

The stories of the two women are fascinating.  It is a deep-feeling book.  You get 

really wrapped up in the stories and feel the pain of the women.  I found that I 

was eager to learn where the story was heading next and what would happen in 

the end. 

There are so many raw emotions running through the book with powerful 

themes: love, friendship, betrayal, death, ethics.  They are all handled expertly 

and make this a fabulous book to read. 

I would highly recommend The Last Kiss Goodbye and Tasmina Perry.  I will be 

looking out for more of her work. 

 

Jillian McFrederick 

Loved it! First book I've read by this author and I was impressed. An 

engaging love story which held my attention from beginning until 

end.  

The Last Kiss Goodbye is a book I enjoyed from the very first page. It weaves 



from 1960s to present day effortlessly, combining characters together 

beautifully. The book has done surprising depths which make it interesting and 

different.  It's essentially a book about endless love and left me smiling. I'd 

recommend this and am certainly going to look for more books by Tasmina 

Perry. 

 

Gill Dally-Fitzsimons 

Wonderful, heart-breaking and inspiring. 

WOW, I absolutely loved this book.  It tells the story of Abby Gordon, an 

archivist and her recent separation from her cheating husband. While at work 

Abby finds a photograph from an expedition to the Amazon in 1961.  The photo 

leads Abby to discover the story behind the photo.  Abby’s story and the story 

behind the photo of Dominic Blake and Rosamund Bailey are told with many 

parallels and eventually the characters become entwined.   

This is a wonderful story with references from the 1960’s excitement, along with 

spies, political activism, the Cold War but ultimately, love.  This book is a real 

page turner and I was totally mesmerised by it.  The ending was very 

unexpected, heart-breaking but truly inspiring.  It had me in tears, and 

eventually proving that love will conquer all.  I would definitely recommend this 

book.  Wonderful! 

 


