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Phyl Smithson 

This book should come with a health 

warning – not for people with a 

leaning to addiction.  It really is 

compulsive and unputdownable. 

Oriana is in her mid-30s and the story 

opens with her returning to her childhood 

home – she has been living in the US – 

having been abroad since she was 15 

years old.  Why she has returned and why 

she left is at the heart of the story – and 

we are introduced to the answers through 

the eyes of Oriana who is in emotional 

turmoil. 

Her childhood was not 'normal' in terms 

of living in a home full of parental love 

and care.  Instead it was those in the 

hippy-like artist commune that she grows 

up in who show her the love missing from 

her parent life.  Certainly as a child you 

would more likely find Oriana at the home 

of her close friends, Jed and Malachy and their loving parents. 

As the truth to her longer and most recent past comes unraveled so does Oriana.  

Whatever happened at the tender age of 15, has defined the person we meet 

today. And before she can move, she needs to confront that 15 year old self and 

event. 

Freya North has come up with an absolute winner.  But like all addictions, it's 

going to take time for me to overcome the fix of my regular contact with Oriana 

and her life.   

 



Nikki Whitmore  

Definitely one of those books where you know what you're going to 

get so you can just settle down and enjoy the ride.  

Brought up in an artist's commune in Derbyshire, Oriana is used to an eccentric 

life but she left Windward under a dark cloud when she was fifteen and now, 

aged thirty four, is returning for the first time. Is she running from her future or 

from her past and how much has Windward and its inhabitants changed whilst 

she's been gone? 

It had been a while since I read a Freya North novel so I wasn't quite sure what 

to expect. I was pleasantly surprised. For me, ‘The Way Back Home’ is a proper 

summer afternoon lazing in the sunshine read. It's got great (crazy) characters 

and a plot that moves quickly enough that you want to keep turning the pages 

to finish it all in one go. Despite the fact that some of the subject matter is a bit 

dark, like the relationships that have broken down and the 'terrible thing' that 

happened when Oriana was fifteen, the book never feels too heavy. North's 

writing has a light touch that makes you feel confident that all the 

misunderstandings and mistakes will be resolved. 

 

Linda Hill  

The story of finding what home really means - people, places, 

emotions and memory.  

‘The Way Back Home' follows the return of Oriana Taylor from San Francisco 

to the huge Windward House and all the intricate feelings and memories 

involving the characters who once lived there. 

Having read several of Freya North's books, initially this one felt more 

challenging and somehow spiky. However, within a few pages, North's ability 

to define character so fully that the reader can picture, believe in and have an 

emotional reaction to each one, means that this is a totally absorbing read. Both 

male and female characters are strongly represented so that the writing would 

appeal to both sexes. 

Throughout the text there is a gradual revealing of the past providing a real 

sense of mystery with a perfect balance of the third person present tense and 

italicised first person past tense which also helps to build the character of 

Oriana even further. 

This book would appeal to lovers of literary modern fiction who 

want to finish a book with a real sense of satisfaction (and maybe 



even a few tears). 

 

Maureen Gourlay  

Oriana's unusual upbringing was in a large old house called Windward where 

artists and musicians all lived and worked together. The young children all 

spent time in each other's rooms and became very close. The story takes some 

getting into for the first few chapters, but once you "meet" the characters you 

begin to get involved in their lives and more intrigued as to what happened 

when Oriana was 15 and everyone's life changed for forever.  She has lived in 

America for many years but has now returned to Windward to find some of the 

residents are still there, including her estranged father. Oriana seems to have a 

difficult relationship with everyone but as the story progresses we find out why. 

Some of the characters we have met in other Freya North books, but 

this is a stand alone story which is very enjoyable, if not one of her 

best. 

 

Georgia Churchill 

A new book by Freya North is always an exciting time, her books are beautiful 

with great original characters!  

In this new book Freya follows Oriana back into her childhood years where 

everything was almost dark. When Oriana arrives back to her home in the UK, 

memories arise of the fault with her father and the love of two brothers, causing 

her to remember both pleasant and unpleasant memories. She left the US to get 

away from a sour relationship, but was she really ready to come back home and 

face the past?  

This book shows a sense of loneliness but there are always people there to help, 

even those who you wouldn't expect. I truly recommend this to those who 

enjoy a warm hearted book with an unexpected twist. The story 

flowed really well and was honestly breathtaking.  

 

Glenda Worth  

A lovely read which I didn't want to put down! Oriana is the main character 

returning to UK from USA to reforge old relationships and relocate her roots.  

‘The Way Back Home’ - Freya North was a lovely read which I couldn't put 

down. The main character returns to the UK and explores her ongoing problems 



with her parents, the pull of the old house she used to live in and the friendships 

made there and how she rekindles them.  

The language and descriptions are simple but effective making the 

story easy to read but with the anticipation of a twist keeping 

everyone guessing. 

 

Magdalena Vidgen 

From the blurb I got the impression it might be quite an interesting 

book. I was wrong. From the very first page I was annoyed! 

The characters looked like they were just thrown in together without any 

connection. To me it looks like some editor cut out big chunks of text which was 

supposed to explain the plot. I understand it was probably designed this way to 

make readers interested in the story, creating the aura of mystery, but for me it 

didn't work.  

Another thing that annoyed me was constant repetition of the phrase: 

"Something happened when she was fifteen". I guessed what that 'something' 

was as soon as the character was introduced, so there was no mystery and no 

suspense... Utterly unnecessary. 

The plot was plausible, but I found characters uninspiring and especially the 

main female protagonist was grating on my nerves, constantly feeling sorry for 

herself and being afraid of making any decision. I found myself thinking: "Just 

get on with your life, woman!". I am sorry to say I couldn't care less. 

Two main male characters are too "angelic", I don't think any real man would 

behave like that, allowing her to play with their feelings and forgiving her 

everything. 

Overall, I wasn't impressed. 

 

Helen Treadwell 

This book tells the story of Oriana who is returning home after a long time 

abroad.  The story grips you right from the start as you don’t know why she has 

returned and there is also a mystery in her past.   

I found this novel very enjoyable.  I have read many of Freya North’s other 

novels, and I loved it when characters from other novels popped up (I won’t 

spoil it by telling you who!) I thought there was a slightly different tone to the 



other novels I have read; the focus seems to be more on the mystery than on the 

romance. Her relationship with Malachy seemed more-or-less inevitable; I 

would have liked a bit more tension. 

Overall a great read and definitely worth seeking out whether you 

have enjoyed her previous novels or are new to Freya North (if you 

are I envy you!) 

 

Sharon Lowe 

For me this was a step away from the usual books that I read, at first 

I found I a bit slow, but once I settled down, I began to enjoy it , I felt 

it was a sort of coming of age for Oriana and coming to terms with what 

happened when she was 15, and the outcome of their lives. 

 

Nicola Kingswell 

A delightful exploration of what family and home really means.  

I have read all of Freya North’s previous novels and would consider myself a 

fan. I love her quirky heroines and their quests for true love, which never seems 

to run quite to plan. I adore all the supporting characters who are usually as 

colourful, if not more, than the main characters. I was delighted to be reviewing 

this new novel and couldn’t wait to read it. 

The Way Back Home features Oriana Taylor as our heroine, returning from 

living in the States back to her home town in Derbyshire. Oriana grew up in a 

bohemian artists retreat called Windward. She has a fractured relationship 

with her divorced parents. The heart of the novel is a sort of love triangle 

between Oriana and the Bedwell brothers, Malachy and Jed, whom she grew up 

with at Windward, and what drove Oriana to the US all those years ago. Cat 

and  Django McCabe feature among the supporting characters, so it was lovely 

to catch up with them. 

 I found this story a struggle to fall in love with, unlike previous Freya North 

novels. I found Oriana not very likeable, and the whole first half of the book was 

quite dark, alluding to what it was that forced Oriana to leave Windward aged 

fifteen. Oriana’s wallowing and self-pity were quite depressing. After half way, 

things got a bit more interesting as we found out why Oriana left America, and 

the love triangle developed more. Finding out why Oriana left Windward was a 

bit of an anti-climax and the ending was happy, as I expected, but lovely all the 

same. 



 I did eventually enjoy this book and the story was well written, descriptive and 

quirky. It is not my favourite Freya North novel by far (that belongs to Secrets), 

but it was a nice heart-warming romp in the end. 

 

Genevieve McAllister 

Freya North’s earlier novels feature strong, feisty, memorable heroines.  ‘The 

Way Back Home’ features a house – Windward – which takes centre stage.  

Oriana is the would-be heroine here, but somehow, she’s so sappy I couldn’t 

manage to care about her very much.  The author manages to convey 

Windward clearly, however, in both its guises – that of bohemian artists’ 

commune and its later transformation into sophisticated mansion apartments, 

capturing the mood of both incarnations excellently.   

Oriana herself has returned from America to get over a love affair and 

discovers that if she wants to embrace her future she must accept her past.  We 

gradually learn what happened to change the course of her life so completely 

through a series of flashbacks. Freya North skilfully ratchets up the romantic 

tension and keeps us guessing who Oriana will end up with. 

‘Where The Way Back Home’ falters is in its depiction of Oriana as a character 

and her anachronistic friendship with Cat.  I read Cat when it was published in 

1999, but how does that make her schoolfriend Oriana age 34 in 2014?  Initially 

I overlooked this, but it niggled away so much I kept having to trying – and 

failing – to work out how this could be.  It completely overshadowed my 

reading of the novel.   

Ultimately, ‘The Way Back Home’ is pleasantly descriptive, but 

unfortunately not especially memorable.  Oriana just doesn’t do enough 

to merit being a Freya North heroine.  

 

Carla Senior  

I was surprisingly drawn into the story of Oriana and found that it 

was a book I couldn't put down. Very much a feel good story I think 

this would be a great holiday read.  

I was surprisingly drawn into the story of Oriana and found that it was a book I 

couldn't put down.  Oriana leaves her family home suddenly at the age of fifteen 

returning eighteen years later to the Derbyshire village of her childhood.  

 



The story moves from the present to the past seamlessly and yet predictably. 

Oriana is reunited with friends from her schooldays, as well as her parents and 

stepfather, and this is where the past catches up with the present.  

Readers who are children of the 60's and 70's will enjoy the nostalgia of this 

seemingly carefree time. Readers who are wondering when life will lead them 

to love and a happy future will empathise with Oriana. 

The characters are well drawn. The reason for Oriana's sudden departure 

eventually becomes clear but I won't be the only reader not to be too surprised 

at the reason. 

Nevertheless, I found this an addictive read with cleverly crafted descriptions 

and believable, likeable characters. Very much a feel good story I think this 

would be a great holiday read. 

 

 


