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Helen Sidebottom  

Definitely a page turner, a Tudor who 

done it with more twists and turns 

than any country lane.  

There was a real atmosphere of skulduggery 

a foot and you could almost touch and smell 

the surroundings. I want to read more of 

Bruno and his adventures he is a compelling 

character with more to him than meets the 

eye. If you are a fan of S J Sansom style 

books then read this and you will want to add 

another author to your wish list. 

 

Lynn Curtis  

A maritime setting with plenty of red 

herrings in the latest Giordano Bruno 

mystery.  

Like its predecessors this is a highly 

atmospheric and intriguing mystery. 

Reluctant sleuth Giordano Bruno, desperate to stay in Elizabeth I's England so 

as to escape the Inquisition in his native Italy, seeks to secure the favour of Sir 

Francis Walsingham by investigating a faked 'suicide' aboard the flagship of  

England's sailor hero, Sir Francis Drake. There are any number of likely 

candidates - a pervy priest, a cynical courtier, a far from grieving widow, 

Drake's own brother - and some welcome feminine distraction for Bruno, who is 

still plagued by memories of the femme fatale who previously ensnared him. 

Finally he must hand over to the authorities a murderer with whom he has 

much in common...all the time aware of his own day of reckoning approaching 

if he cannot win an official position at the court of Elizabeth. The 

characterisation of Sir Philip Sidney does verge a little too close to Lord Flash 



Heart in places, but the historical setting and the melancholy investigator 

himself make these books a cut above others in the same genre. 

 

George Willmett  

It's 1585 and a death on Sir Francis Drake's ship at Plymouth starts off an 

investigation by Giordano Bruno with many challenges and twists along the 

way.  

The year is 1585 and Sir Francis Drake has assembled a fleet of ships at 

Plymouth for a voyage to Spain and the New World in the ongoing struggle 

with the Spanish. A death occurs on board his ship before he sets out which at 

first appears to be suicide but soon doubts set in and Drake is reluctant to set off 

with a possible murderer on board. 

Even worse, it appears that the life of Drake himself may be in danger. 

Sir Philip Sidney and his friend Giordano Bruno, a philosopher and spy, travel 

to Plymouth on business on behalf of the Queen and Drake tasks Bruno with 

trying to solve the mystery as he has had experience in such matters. 

Plymouth at that time was a rather wild and unruly place and they encounter 

some unsavoury characters as they try to discover the identity of the murderer. 

The finger points at a variety of suspects and Bruno has to work his way 

through a few red herrings and overcome a number of physical and mental 

trials as he tries to get to the bottom of it. 

Historical fiction is not something that I usually read but I found 

this to be thoroughly enjoyable and engaging. It contains strong 

characters and the author sets the 16th century scene well. There is some fast 

paced action and some snippets of subtle humour coupled with a bit of love 

interest if that’s your thing. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

The year is 1585, Queen Elizabeth is on the throne and Sir Frances Drake sails 

the seas.  

Drake is about to set sail against the Spanish, when one of his men is  found 

dead in his cabin.. It looks like a suicide, but Drake is not convinced. 

Sir Philip Sidney is sent to Plymouth as an Envoy, and with him goes Giordano 

Bruno. Once aboard the ship Sir Francis tells of his fears, that all is not as it 



should be, the scared talk, from the men, that the ship, and all who sail her, are 

cursed. 

Sidney, lets slip that Bruno, is the one man, (a heretic turned spy) to find out if 

Dunne was murdered or took his own life.  

Simple? No, now the story really gets going. Dodgy dealings, hidden maps, a 

book that will throw everything the Church has said, into confusion. 

I loved this book, which is one of four, Sidney is one of the best characters 

in the book, I imagined him as a little skinny man, but with some great lines.  

S.J. Parris has once again written a great Elizabethan novel.   

 

Susan Walsh - twitter @truckermercedes 

Treacherous Times ahead for Bruno in this fast moving read.  

A Manuscript, Murders & Religion all come into play in this fast paced period 

drama. 

This is a brilliantly written book, I rate it 10/10. 

Espionage on the high seas & the West Country who can you trust? Who is who 

he says he is? 

Money, greed & intrigue a plenty. 

Giordano Bruno is the main character finely portrayed, you can follow his trail 

across the pages where lies & jealousy are rife. 

Once you pick it up, you won’t want to put it down. 

An absolute delight. 

 

Pam Woodburn 

'Treachery', which is set in Plymouth in 1585, tells of the many intrigues which 

affect the imminent departure of Sir Francis Drake, who is preparing for his 

fleet’s departure to Spain and the New World. 

The main character, Giordano Bruno, is employed by Sir Francis Walsingham 

(Queen Elizabeth’s spy catcher) to track down a murderer on Drake’s ship, but 

soon finds himself embroiled in conspiracy and a whole series of murders. The 

plot contains many surprising twists as it progresses and reveals numerous 

aspects of sixteenth century life in a naval town. The ever-present threat of 

attack by Spain is constantly lurking in the background. 



The story continues with many characters becoming murder suspects along the 

way, until eventually, after several wrong turnings, the murderer is identified. 

This is the type of book which, after you have finished it, makes you want to go 

back to the beginning and read it again to make sure that you have identified 

the characters and their characteristics correctly. A very pleasant History 

lesson with a twist! 

  

Glenda Worth 

First book by SJ Parris I have read and I was pleasantly surprised. There are 

many historical novels out at present but this one about Sir Francis Drake and 

the mishaps encountered by him and his team 

Great first read by SJ Parris, I will be looking out for other titles 

now! Sir Francis Drake is about to set out to disrupt Spain and gain riches and 

money for the Queen. Phillip Sidney is determined to go along and coerces 

Giordano Bruno to accompany him. Death threats, homosexuality, religion and 

prostitution are among the many topics covered in this adventure set in the late 

1580's. Easy to read, no getting bogged down in historical fact, and 

told at a good pace. 

 

Magdalena Vidgen  

Some books we must plough through, some we fly through, almost biting the 

nails in anticipation. Luckily, ‘Treachery’ belongs to the latter. 

I have not yet read any of the previous books in this series about Giordano 

Bruno, but they are my favourite genre of historical thriller and after finishing 

‘Treachery’ I will definitely look for them. 

From the very beginning I was hooked and curious about the plot. We have a 

suicide/murder, an ancient forbidden book - allegedly a Gospel written by 

Judas and banned by the Church - and several characters who have many 

things to hide. From the start it is obvious we do not deal with just one mystery, 

but with many, which intersect and complicate the overall picture. And there is 

the famous Giordano Bruno, who later will be burned at the stake by the order 

of the Pope, but at this point in time is working for Sir Walsingham and Queen 

Elizabeth, using his intellect and cunning to solve riddles and unravel mysteries. 

I really enjoyed thinking through the clues and trying to deduce possible 

culprits. When I was almost sure it was one of the characters, additional 



information was discovered or alibi produced and I had to start again. Until the 

very end there was no obvious murderer and that's what I liked the most. 

I give ‘Treachery’ 5/5 and would recommend it to anybody who likes 

intelligent history thrillers. 

 

Gill Williams 

A big blockbuster of a book to get your teeth into. Difficult to put 

down once started. 

Parris creates the sound and the smells and the atmosphere of 

Elizabethan Britain very evocatively. 

She cleverly uses real historic characters and creates believable and subtle and 

complicated plots around them. 

So many red herrings, so many subplots so much action to keep you gripped 

and absorbed and peeved when the thread you are convinced is the right one is 

yet another dead end. Clever S.J. Parris! 

Drake is fleshed out and believable as is Sir Philip Sidney the court favourite 

with a longing for adventure and to be taken seriously. Bruno becomes more 

substantial, a real protagonist. 

I think this series gets better with each episode. I read the first book and this 

one. Now I have to read the previous two and very much look forward to the 

next one! 

 

Andrea Dean 

I have just finished reading ‘Treachery’ by S J Parris and was delighted to have 

experienced a glimpse of Elizabethan England in a crime novel.  This is a 

truly captivating story with all the twists and turns found in modern 

crime stories.    

Giordano Bruno of Nola, a doctor of theology and his companion Sir Philip 

Sidney, endeavour to find their way on board Sir Frances Drake's ship, the 

Elizabeth Bonaventure travelling to the New World.  While a suspicious death 

on board ship delays her departure, Sir Frances Drake enlists their services in 

examining the facts behind the death in exchange for the opportunity to sail on 

his ship to the New World.  As they investigate crew members, conflicting 

accounts are revealed and the suspicious death turns to murder.  In order to 

cover their tracks the murderer kills again.  



This story is a must for everyone who enjoys both crime and 

historical novels. 

 

Nicola Crisp  

A gripping read, full of mystery and historical detail, with lots of 

twists. Can you work out who did it before our hero does? I know I 

didn't!  

Set in the world of Queen Elizabeth I and featuring Sir Francis Drake, this book 

really captures the period. Rank and birth are everything, and foreigners are 

not to be trusted - which is unfortunate as our detective is one such foreigner, 

though Italian rather than one of those hated Spaniards. The settings and the 

people are easily imagined from the author's descriptions, without being too 

labourious. Bruno is a likeable hero, and the reader has great sympathy for his 

situation - exiled from his home, without money or patronage, with only his 

cleverness to keep him in favour. I have not read any previous books in this 

series, but I did not find that this was a problem, and I quickly warmed to the 

main characters. Several times in the story it seemed that the mystery had been 

solved, only for it to take another turn, and this made for a gripping read, 

whilst still seeming plausible. I would definitely recommend this to friends, and 

I will be looking out for other books in the series. 

 

Julie Bickerdyke - Twitter @JulesBickerdyke 

A delightful story of Elizabethan England with a fascinating central 

character, Giordano Bruno, who has lead a very interesting and colourful life, 

despite starting out as a monk.  

This was the first book I have read of the Giordano Bruno series and I am 

definitely going to be reading the others. 

It was perfectly fine not to have read the earlier books but there were references 

to them that have intrigued me. 

A delightful story of Elizabethan England with a fascinating central character, 

Giordano Bruno, who has lead a very interesting and colourful life, despite 

starting out as a monk. 

It was great to read about Francis Drake and Portsmouth but the book is so 

much more than historical.  The mix of history and crime makes for a brilliant 

read and the mystery of the murder disguised to look like suicide is cleverly 



revealed with lots of plot twists and red herrings. 

There is quite a bit of action and danger with some tense scenes that are 

skillfully described. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book and will be reading more by SJ 

Parris. 

 

Lee Ruddin 

It is August 1585 and Sir Francis Drake is ready to set sail from Plymouth. On 

the eve of his voyage, though, the body of an officer – Robert Dunne – is found 

dead in his cabin on board Drake’s flagship, the Bonaventure. It is left to Dr 

Giordano Bruno, an exiled Italian Dominican friar, to settle matters in the Old 

World before what the Spanish call “El Draco” can depart for the New. 

Bruno, an unlikely hero, is the protagonist of S.J. Parris’s earlier Elizabethan 

thrillers, Heresy (2010), Prophesy (2011) and Sacrilege (2012), and the fourth 

instalment will not disappoint fans since he is surrounded not only by mystery, 

mayhem and murder but, as the title suggests, treachery. Upon arriving at the 

port with Sir Philip Sidney – who is tasked by Queen Elizabeth with escorting 

the exiled Portuguese ruler to London – Bruno confirms Drake’s suspicions that 

what is dressed up as suicide has a more sinister cause.   

Sidney, the Master-General of the Ordnance (who is eager to earn Drake’s 

gratitude and circumnavigate the globe), quickly offers Bruno’s services to track 

down the culprit. Navigating the jealousies and loyalties of the crew, Bruno sifts 

through a host of suspects who include Dunne’s wife, her lover, his numerous 

creditors, the man Dunne has been blackmailing, and many more. Risking life 

and limb, Bruno’s journey takes him port-side, through Plymouth’s menacing 

backstreets, where he uncovers some of the dark secrets the city is harbouring.  

Despite such serious matters, the author manages to filter humour into 

proceedings – proceedings that include an earless evildoer and a Coptic text. 

For this, Parris deserves particular praise. And although the main protagonist 

features in earlier instalments, this Elizabethan “whodunit” is an 

accessible standalone read requiring little prior knowledge. This is 

not to say, however, that beginners should not start at the beginning of the 

series because readers are provided with little context of the period.  

There is next to nothing, for instance, about the fear surrounding an impending 

Armada (which happens three years later) and why Drake is preparing for an 

Atlantic expedition to seize Spanish ports in an attempt to divert King Philip’s 



American treasure to Elizabeth. Worst still, though, is the fact that the author is 

too respectful in her portrayal of Drake, portraying him as a compassionate 

man when, in truth, he was instrumental in introducing Englishmen to the 

African slave trade. 

Parris is writing about the fictional adventures of real-life characters, granted, 

but historical fiction can only acquire – as she notes – credibility when it is 

respectful of surrounding facts. It will not surprise many to learn, then, the 

Cambridge-educated author pays sufficient respect (Drake aside) to the 

historical record that Treachery demands shelf space alongside the works of, 

say, Hilary Mantel. With Parris’s pen bringing alive the port of 

Plymouth, ‘Treachery’ is sure to climb bestseller lists and should not be 

– as I erroneously believed all historical novels should in a letter to the editor of 

BBC History Magazine (August 2010) – ‘consigned to the dustbin.’ 

 

Neil  

A great historical murder mystery that guides you through Elizabethan court 

life and the class hierarchy of the times.  

I thoroughly enjoyed this novel.  

As a firm Bernard Cornwell fan, I felt comfortable being taken back through 

history in very capable hands. I shall be looking for more of SJ Parris' work in 

the future. 

The author does a fantastic job of making Elizabethan Plymouth 

come alive whilst giving you a genuine buy in to the characters and 

what happens to them. 

Some great teasers left along the way in this who-dun-it to keep you guessing 

throughout. 


