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Nicola Foster 

Last year I fell in love with a fictional 

character: Wilfred Price, a naïve young 

undertaker who found himself in trouble 

after being unable to express his true 

feelings.  

In ‘...Wilfred Price: Purveyor of Superior 

Funerals,’ Wilfred was caught between two 

women, one the love of his life, Flora and the 

other, Grace, to whom he inadvertently 

proposes during a sunny picnic. The novel 

contained humour, sorrow and surprises; I 

would recommend reading it first, mainly as 

this starts directly where that one ended. 

I can attest that I loved ‘The World is a 

Wedding’ as much as its predecessor, if not 

more.  This book may finally offer Wilfred 

the happy ending that he hopes for- though 

Grace still has problems of her own... 

Set in a 1920’s rural Welsh community, this book imbues a wonderful sense of 

nostalgia, despite some of the dark themes conveyed. The pace remains languid as the 

reader is immersed into the comings and goings of Wilfred, his family and neighbours, 

in a small village where everyone knows everyone else’s business.   A criticism I had 

with book one was that it didn’t feel particularly ‘Welsh,’ however this book offers a 

solid sense of place. 

The social history aspects incorporated are appealing- the struggles of the suffragettes 

in particular, make this a more convincing story all-round. Any humour remains 



subtle and I empathised with Wilfred and the dilemmas that he faces, particularly in a 

time when certain behaviours and attitudes are expected to be upheld.  

This is a charming, insightful book about love, family and hidden secrets, 

recounted in the gentle tradition of Alexander McCall Smith. I would 

recommend it for any reader who appreciates an entertaining character-

driven story.  

You can follow Nicola’s blog at www.mygoodbookshelf.wordpress.com 

 

Kath Thornton 

What a delightful, charming read about the life of Wilfred Price “Purveyor 

of Superior funerals”. I hadn’t read the first book in this series but it didn’t in 

any way detract from my enjoyment of this one, the second.  Each chapter 

could be said to be a little story in itself and yet each one flows along building up into a 

very interesting ending. You are taken back to life in 1926 Wales and also life in 

London through the story line of Grace, Wilfred’s ex first wife, from whom he is 

recently divorced.  There are tales of Welsh life, new married life and adjusting to it, 

the suffragettes, babies and funerals of course.  Wilfred is a busy man coping with his 

funeral business, his new wife who is pregnant, his painting and decorating business, 

reading about philosophy, the letter b, which baby is one of the words, all of which 

adds more strings to his bow.  Grace suddenly reappears in his life causing heartache 

for himself and his new wife Flora.  By the end of this book you can feel a smile 

forming and perhaps a little chuckle here and there as you think of the daily 

happenings in the life of Wilfred and Flora in Wales in 1926. 

 

Suzanne Marsh   

‘The World Is A Wedding’ is the follow up to ‘The Thoughts & Happenings Of Wilfred 
Price.’ For me personally I wish I had read that first book because as I have found out 
that in ‘The Thoughts & Happenings Of Wilfred Price’, Wilfred gets married for the 
first time to Grace and Grace comes back into the story in ‘The World Is A Wedding’. 

 ‘The World Is A Wedding’ is said to be a quirky read. I totally agree it certainly is 
a quirky and a nice light entertaining read. 

Wilfred gets married for a second time to a beautiful lady called Flora Myfanwy.  They 
remain to live at 11 Market Street in Narberth. Flora tells Wilfred after just seven 
weeks of marriage that she is pregnant. Wilfred starts reading a philosophy book 
preparing for fatherhood. Wilfred knows nothing about women since his mother died 
when he was four months old. Wilfred decides to run a paint and wallpaper business. 



 Wilfred's first wife Grace ran away and becomes a chambermaid at the Ritz hotel in 
London. The butler at the Ritz tells Grace the guests create the chaos and the maid 
provides the order. 

I think that Wendy Jones is a talented author and I would personally like to see her 
write about a different subject with fresh characters and leave Wilfred in the past. 

You can follow Suzanne’s blog at http://ireadnovels.worldpress.com 

  

Phylippa Smithson 

What a very different yet clever story.  We follow the lives of two 

individuals who had once been tied as a result of marriage but who had 

gone their separate ways which in the 1920’s would not have been the 

‘done’ thing to do. 

Wilfred (former husband of Grace) is stable.  He is a stable personality, holds a stable 

job (funeral director) and has a stable outlook on life.  He continues in his stable Welsh 

village. 

Grace, however, has ambitions.  Again, in the 1920’s, this is seen to be the way a lady is 

believe to behave.  How is she rebellious?  On departure from the marital home Grace 

takes to London, to a job as a chambermaid (claiming she is a war widow and thus is 

excused the non-marital status) in the Ritz, and a strong desire to keep herself isolated 

from those on her immediate environment.   

Meanwhile, Wilfred is moving on.  He has a new wife.  He is a ‘soon-to-be’ Dad and has 

aspirations to run his own painting and decorating business. 

So far so good.  We are exposed to the history of the time.  The world of the London 

suffragette movement.  The politics of the time under Stanley Baldwin.  It makes for 

very informative learning.  However, the story takes an unpredicted turn and 

suddenly, Wilfred and Grace are re-connected. 

A very enjoyable book and very easy to read.  Not one of my favourite stories but I am 

glad I took the time read it. 

 

Sarah Harper    

This gentle tale centers around Wilfred Price; an extremely likeable 

character, doing his best to settle into married life with his new bride.  A 

very enjoyable read!  

This gentle tale centers around Wilfred Price, the undertaker in a small Welsh village, 



in 1926.  He is an extremely likeable character, doing his best to settle into married life 

with his new bride, Flora.  His endeavours to help others have resulted in a fairly 

complicated life but Wilfred has an innate sense of right and wrong and proves his 

strength of character as the story develops.  He is a good, fair and moral man whose 

only wish is to be able to support his wife and family. 

 He needs to overcome heartache and loss but he deals with them in a very human 

way.  I felt completely comfortable with Wilfred and the other characters as they were 

all very believable and real.  This was a very enjoyable read and I am looking forward 

to reading ‘The Thoughts and Happenings of Wilfred Price’ in order to find out about 

his earlier life.  

 

Edel Waugh 

This book is the sequel to The Thoughts and Happenings of Wilfred Price Purveyor of 

Superior Funerals. I loved the first book so when I knew this book was coming out I 

was very excited. Wilfred is our main character and he helps run the family funeral 

home business with his father and in this story he is married and working away in the 

funeral business when the past comes back to greet him at a time his personal life is 

going through some hardship. I think Wilfred is wonderful, he is still learning about 

women and his innocence is very sweet and he has a heart of gold. He is a real good 

guy, a gentleman! This story is very engrossing and I could not put it down. 

Characters from the first book appear again and it is great to see them 

back again...or at least some of them... It is not necessary to read book 1 to enjoy 

this as they are both wonderful on their own as a stand alone read. I am crossing my 

fingers that there is going to be a third book following these wonderful characters. 

You can follow Edel’s blog at http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie 

 

Angela Hunt 

This is an absolute diamond of a book, not one I would automatically pick 

up in a shop, but one which I am so glad I found. 

The year is 1926. 

We meet again with Wilfred Price, Purveyor of Superior Funerals and his new wife 

Flora Myfanwy.  They are eagerly awaiting a new arrival in the shape of their first 

born child. 

He is waiting and preparing for the role of a new father by reading a philosophy book 

and opening a wallpaper business.  



He is trying to put behind his failed marriage to Grace, who has fled to London, but 

she has a secret which means she can't sever her ties completely with Wales, and 

Wilfred, who is beginning to wonder if his past has more of a pull to him than his 

future. 

I adored Wilfred.  He is a wonderful character, and I really felt for him when his past 

and present collided. 

This story had me laughing one minute and upset in the next.  

This is the second book about Wilfred Price, the first one being The Thoughts and 

Happenings of Wilfred Price, but you don't really have to have read the first one, I 

hadn't, but after reading this, I WANT to. 

It is an easy read, a Sunday afternoon kind of book, nothing too manic, just a nice 

gentle pace throughout the book. With wonderful characters and touching on past 

events, such as the suffergette movement. 

I think that this is one of the best books I've read this year, such a 

beautifully written story about a gentle man in a gentle period of time. 

I cannot recommend this book highly enough, you HAVE to read it! 

 

Barbara Goldie 

You do not have to have read the first book to enjoy The World is a Wedding, but think 

that after reading it I definitely want to read the first book The Thoughts and 

Happenings of Wilfred Price, Purveyor of Superior Funerals.  I hope there is a third 

book as there is another story in there just waiting to be told. 

It is a light entertainment book, it rolls gently along and the reader gets to 

know the characters very quickly.  Wilfred and Flora are newly married, he is a 

lovely character I think typical of Wales, 1926 and an undertaker and would make a 

lovely shopkeeper if only he could get his new business off the ground.  The newlyweds 

face a difficult time as does Grace the wife he divorced.  All the stories come alive 

through the gentle, compassionate writing.  All have their own part to play even the 

minor characters.  There is humour, family secrets, happiness, sorrow, death and new 

life.  It focuses on loyalty to family and friends and the need for both in our lives.  All 

the way through I felt something was going to happen, so there was the tension for a 

gripping story, I just could not see exactly what.  It is a lovely book well worth a 

read. 

 

 



Linda Hill  

Quirky, moving and a gentle 'Everyman' story for the modern age.  

Although 'The World is a Wedding' can be enjoyed as a standalone story, I found the 

fact that I had read the prequel 'The Thoughts and Happenings of Wilfred Price, 

Purveyor of Superior Funerals' really enhanced my enjoyment of the text and would 

encourage readers to read them both in order. The background to Flora and Wilfred's 

relationship and Wilfred's experiences with Grace and her family help the reader 

understand better their emotions and actions in 'The World is a Wedding'. 

Set primarily in Narberth and partly in London, the story is rather like a carefully 

woven tapestry with setting developed more through the characters' reactions, 

historical detail and dialogue than physical description. This technique works really 

well in maintaining the tightly crafted tone of the book. 

The relationships between those in a tight-knit community, family, what it is like to 

belong and be an outsider and how we find contentment in our lives as we struggle to 

understand the opposite sex are extremely well developed themes.  

Set against the backdrop of a funeral director's experiences, the narrative could be 

maudlin or preachy but it is neither.  Jones writes with effectively gentle humour. 

Wilfred seems to have a little of all of us in him as he tries to build his life, his business, 

his education and his marriage.  

I would challenge anyone reading 'The World is a Wedding' not to be moved or able to 

find some element to which they can relate and I think Wendy Jones could well 

become a star of modern fiction.  

 

Shelley Fallows  

‘The World is A Wedding’ is a lovely, gentle tale about Welsh Undertaker Wilfred Price.  

Wilfred is an upstanding figure in his local town of Narberth and handles each difficult  

situation that presents itself with dignity and respect.   

Although I haven’t read ‘The Thoughts and Happenings of Wilfred Price, Purveyor of 

Superior Funerals’ I do not feel this made the book any less enjoyable.  Wendy has 

done an excellent job of creating a sense of time in both London and Wales in the 

1929’s.  I found the Suffragette’s involvement in the story made for interesting reading 

and added nicely to the plot.  The characters were endearing and I enjoyed Wendy’s 

style of storytelling.  Much can be taken away from the final page as Wilfred processes 

what has happened to him and comes to turn with the difficulties in life. 

This is a book to enjoy and read at your leisure.  It is delightful, engaging 



and full of charm. 

  

Rachel Bridgeman  

A lovely, light hearted, nostalgic tale sent in Wales in the 1920's. Not an 

obvious hero, Wilfred Price, purveyor of fine funerals continues to 

navigate the mysteries of being married.  

It's not necessary to have read Wendy Jones' debut in order to enjoy this, the sequel to 

her first book 'The thoughts and happenings of Wilfred Price', but by the end I'll 

guarantee you'll be looking to catch up with the hapless funeral director. 

Ms Jones has an adept turn of phrase and the ability to bring to life a picture of Welsh 

village life I easily recognise, the dialect and mannerisms she has down pat. 

It's a delightful book, gentle, musing and thoughtful, I honestly hope to read more 

about Wilfred Price and his family, but would be happy to pick up anything with 

Wendy Jones' name on as she writes beautifully.  


