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Joy Bosworth  

From the first page I was hooked.  

Although the circles in which this book is 

set are not ones I find very interesting, 

from the first page I was hooked. 

An L A club owner hires teens to pull in 

their peers and sets them against each 

other.  Not very enthralling, but as each 

character is revealed they develop a side 

that explains why they are as they are.  

Meanwhile there is the ongoing mystery of 

what happens to one of the principal 

characters who suddenly disappears. 

We hear how events unrolled as told by 

various people and it is clear some have 

genuine alibis and then suddenly at the 

final chapter there is a bombshell which 

rocked my theory and the resolution given screams out to be contested. 

I can’t decide if there is to be a sequel or if I am particularly dense, but I have 

decided that this is a really good storyteller. 

 

 

 

 



 

Nicola Kingswell   

Hollywood Teen Spirit with a mystery twist.  

Ira Redman is an infamous nightclub owner in Hollywood. To promote three of 

his newest clubs and boost publicity, Ira launches a competition for new club 

hosts, with an A-list guest wish list and the promise of a glittering prize. Step 

forward cynical wannabe journalist Layla, wannabe rock star Tommy and 

wannabe actress Aster. All are lured with the idea of using the competition to 

bring them closer to their dreams. Their ultimate goal is to lure Hollywood 

superstar Madison Brooks to their venue. Unfortunately for Layla, Tommy and 

Aster, Madison has her own agenda. And secrets. 

 I enjoyed this novel, which was a new take on the Hollywood scene. I thought 

the characters were interesting. I believe this to be the first in a series of novels, 

as there were many unanswered questions at the end. I want to know more 

about Ira Redman, the secrets Madison is hiding and how the relationships 

between Layla, Tommy and Aster will develop. I definitely want to read more. 

This would be a fantastic holiday read. 

 

Natasha Motton  

A page turner that grabs you from the first page and takes you 

behind the scenes of the murky world of club promotion. Nothing is 

as it seems and everyone has secrets!  

If you liked watching ‘Pretty in Pink’ and ‘The Breakfast Club’ then you will 

enjoy this book as the characters and themes within the novel share similarities 

with those in the films. Set in the competitive world of club promotion in LA 

spoilt rich kid Aster battles against cynical blogger Layla and wannabe rock 

star Tommy to win a lucrative competition that promises to change their lives 

forever. Each character has their own secrets and reasons for wanting to win 

the competition but who is willing to risk everything to win? The author has 

created some complex believable characters and a plot that twists and turns 

throughout the book culminating in a final twist that leaves you wanting to 

know what happens next. 

 

Nicola Underwood  

An interesting read which is well written, it's a shame about the 

lacklustre ending. Not a standalone novel.  



 

Once I got into this book I actually quite liked it, even if it isn't what I would 

normally read. The characters are very human but not all that likeable. The 

story centres around three main characters: Tommy; Layla and Aster. There is 

also a side plot containing movie star Madison Brooks and her boyfriend Ryan 

Hawthorne. Layla wants to be a journalist; Tommy a rock star; and Aster an 

actress. The three of them join a "the apprentice" style competition for nightclub 

promoting. During the course of the competition they try to pull in celebrities 

and high numbers of customers for their different nightclubs. There is a mystery 

surrounding Madison, at the beginning of the book she seemingly gets abducted 

by someone then the story jumps back a month. Madison has some kind of 

secret but it's never fully revealed. The let down from this book came at the end, 

one of my real pet peeves is when the story isn't finished, this did that. It was as 

if the writer couldn't think of answers; couldn't be bothered to finish the story; 

or wanted to leave a cliff hanger for the next book. I imagine it was the latter 

but it really didn't work and I came away feeling disappointed and annoyed.  

 

Jacki Moorcroft  

Wow, this book has everything you could want. Love, Hate, Greed, 

Sex, Deceit, Intrigue and possibly Murder! Alyson Noel brings it all 

together in this compelling tale.  

Three Wannabe's from different backgrounds find themselves caught up in a 

game which promises to change all of them, not necessarily for the better! Aster 

Amirpour has a privileged background and want to be an actress whilst her 

parents see her only as a marriageable commodity. Layla Harrison, daughter 

of a latent artist wants to be a reporter and Tommy Phillips has a big secret and 

he dreams of being a world famous guitarist.   

All three are hungry for fame and fortune and fall for the job offer from Ira 

Redman to become hosts in his string of LA Nightclubs, where only the winner 

takes all. They have to promote and attract the rich and famous to their club, 

the star VIP being Madison Brooks, Hollywood's hottest star. This books charts 

their attempts and just how far each of them is prepared to go to achieve it. A 

cracking fast pace read from start to finish with an ending begging you for 

more.  I hope a sequel follows? 

You can follow Jacki on Twitter: @moorcoftj 

 

 



 

Catherine Jenkins  

The perfect beach read - especially if the beach is a Los Angeles sun 

kissed one, where the perfect beach body the veneer for a darker 

story.  

Perfect for devotees of celebrity news and bloggers, this is a book for the selfie 

generation and it doesn't fail to deliver the camera-ready (and reader-ready) 

pout. Vivid descriptions, a stunningly attractive cast and a Hollywood setting 

shine bright against a storyline that delves into the darker, murkier depths of 

fickle fame. The insight into the lives of elite club promoters and of the staff who 

are paid to fawn over their celebrity employers is successful in revealing the 

underbelly of Sunset Boulevard, whilst also being as addictive as a Pretty Little 

Liars marathon. 

You can follow Catherine on Twitter:  @CathLynneJ 

 

Alison Bisping 

The world of Hollywood nightclubs.  It took me a while to get going on this 

story, but then it clicked and I just wanted to know the ending as quickly as I 

could.  

There are three main characters – all become promoters for Unrivalled Night 

Clubs.  Layla (wants to be a reporter), Aster (wants to be an actress and comes 

from a wealthy background) and Tommy (wants to become a guitarist/singer).  

Meanwhile, add an actor (Ryan) and actress (Maidson) to the mix. 

The promotors all want the big prize – a long term job with Unrivalled Night 

Clubs and money.  How far will they each go to obtain their goal?  What tricks 

(dirty or otherwise) will they use in their campaign plan? 

This is the first in the series of ‘The Beautiful Idols’ and I look 

forward to seeing the following books – I want to know how the 

whole story ends! 

 

Jocelyn Garvey  

This is Hollywood. No one is who they seem. When a multi – club owner 

announces that he is looking for people to promote his clubs all the ‘wannabes’ 

apply. Actresses, writers, models and musicians.  

 



 

The story centres on Layla, a blogger who wants to go to writing school. Aster, 

a would-be actress and Tommy a musician who wants the father who deserted 

his mother to notice him. 

Ira Redmond, one of Hollywood’s biggest players and owner of Unrivalled 

Nightlife, some of Hollywood hottest nightspots is running a competition for 

promoters for his nightclubs.  

The clubs already attract many of the most well-known ‘faces’ but Ira always 

wants more. 

For the contestants, who have to try to increase the profile and the profitability 

of each club, there are the perks of a prize, a cut of the extra money taken and to 

be seen in the right place. 

They also have a list of top faces to get to their clubs and the top of the list is 

Madison Brooks, a young starlet who is the face of the moment. 

The three main characters all have their reasons to enter and throw themselves 

into it whole heartedly. They get so bound up in it and their plans that when 

Madison disappears they become the main suspects in the police enquiry. 

This is a book about the young and lovely, where life is a game with 

no consequences until it catches up with them. A fun summer read. 

Twitter @JossG 

 

Sarah Tilley  

A good YA mystery, lots of suspense, can't wait to read the rest of the triology.  

This was not a book I would usually pick up as the main characters are all 

young adults. The story is based around their lives in Hollywood and two 

chapters in, I was wondering whether to carry on reading, but as the story 

unfolded there were lots of different aspects being thrown in to the mix – the 

main characters all seemed to have secrets of one sort of another, and I became 

more interested – so much so, that I was really hooked 2/3rds in and could not 

wait to find out what was going to happen next. 

I raced to the end and was left desperate to read the rest of the 

trilogy, can't wait to see how the story unfolds, the suspense is 

killing me! 

 

 



 

Carrie Jones  

A modern mixture of glamour & mystery  

This novel was an easy, rapid read with clearly defined main characters, all of 

whom had some likeable, redeeming features, in spite of being what is, for them, 

the ultimate competition. 

Set in glamorous Hollywood,the scenario is all too familiar in these days of 

reality shows such as Big Brother & I was keen to get to the end to find out what 

happened...disappointingly, the ending was rather abrupt; presumably there is 

a sequel to follow. 

I think teenagers upwards would enjoy this book with its mixture of 

glamour & secrets. 

 

Julie Evans 

A real page turner from page 1.  The plot thickens as the book progresses 

leaving you wanting more, however, I was really disappointed with the 

final chapter of this book which gave it a very diluted and disappointing ending.  

I just hope that this is part of a series of books so that the story 

continues! 

 

Humaira  

A great book but just not my taste.  

I've never read anything by Alyson Noel and honestly I don't intend to. 

‘Unrivalled’ was a good book but it just wasn't the type of book I would pick and 

read. I think people who enjoy this genre would obviously love it and 

would recommend it them. 

Follow Humaira on Instagram: www.instagram.com/cookie_bookie_/ 

 

Lesley Hart  

I flew through this page-turning book and just couldn't put it down, 

often waking in the night to continue reading!  Characters and plot 

are well thought out and believable, keeping the story moving.  

I loved this thrilling story and found the characters very believable and could 

easily picture them and their lives in my mind. The story moves along 



 

constantly as the plot thickens and you find out more about each character and 

what motivates them to enter the competition to win a dream job working for 

Nightclub boss Ira Redman.  Twists and turns in the plot keep you guessing 

right to the jaw-dropping end of the story. Fabulous! I thoroughly recommend 

this book. 

 

Secondary School Pupil  

This gripping story with an enthralling line is a perfect 

representation of competition taken too far. In some ways this is a story 

everyone can relate to it and say 'OMG that is totally me'. ‘Unrivalled’, is a 

fabulous novel because once you start to read it you can't stop until you have 

finished it. At first I was a little hesitant and doubtful it would be my preferred 

genre in reading, however as I carried on reading, the storyline engaged me 

more and more throughout the chapters. This novel is mainly aimed towards 

teens and young adults who will appreciate this creative style of writing. I 

would definitely recommend this book to my friends as I believe that many 

other people my age and older will enjoy the story just as much as me.  

The basic plot  is centred around three teenagers aged 18-19  who all try out for 

a competition for the one and only Ira Redman but what all starts off as 

harmless competition turns into a missing person’s report and broken hearts.  

On the back of the book it says that “Fans of ‘Gossip Girl’ and ‘Pretty Little Liars’ 

will not want to miss out on it”. I am both and I am sure glad I didn't miss out 

on it! 

I rate this book with 4.5 out of 5 stars. 

 

 

 

 


