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Alan Brown 

A brilliant book on the relationships 

between the noble families that were 

responsible for the Wars of The 

Roses. No stuffiness in the book at 

all. A joy.  

A good book by a brilliant writer of 

historical fiction. A brilliant description of 

the role of noble families such as the Percy's 

and Neville's' in the origin of The Wars of 

The Roses. 

‘Trinity’ can be read as a standalone book 

as Mr Iggulden has not used the backward 

and forward tools that are evident in his 

other series books. This has meant that the 

book is quite edgy - for instance it is not 

until Chapter 5 that there is continuity of 

story which made me a little impatient for 

the story to start. 

As ever the chapters that deal with battles 

are exhilarating and exciting seeming to be authentic. 

The author is one of the top writers of historical fiction and I thoroughly 

enjoyed this effort but felt that it could have been even better. Perhaps I am too 

greedy. I still 'cannot wait' for the next title 

 

Sarah Musk 

A colourful, exciting second book in The Wars of the Roses series.  

The battles are spectacular, the Lords are brutal and bloodthirsty 

and the poor, weak King is caught in the middle of them all.  



Conn Iggulden is a master storyteller of historical events.  He is nearly always 

accurate about the detail but explains at the end of the book where he has 

altered facts and sometimes gives reasons why.  I like this honest approach to 

writing a book about a very well documented period in English history. 

This is the second book in his Wars of the Roses series.  I read the first book in 

the series and thoroughly enjoyed it and enjoyed this one even more.  The battle 

scenes are so well described that I went to work the next day with the Battle of 

St Albans ringing in my head!  He depicts well the different points of view of the 

Lancastrians and Yorkists - they were both right and both wrong but what they 

all were bloodthirsty, power-hungry and vengeful.  It is a complex situation to 

describe and everyone in the book is all too human with doubts and paranoia 

about the morality of their stance. 

Anybody who loves colourful history with lots of twist and turns of fate with 

flawed, dangerous royals and lords involved will love reading this book.  I can't 

wait for the next book in the series - I want more battles and for some people to 

get their come-uppance! 

 

Alan Gee 

I have only recently read Iggulden’s previous Wars of the Roses 

story, ‘Stormbird’, which was excellent, so I had no doubt that the 

sequel would be equally good, or even better.  And it is. 

His descriptions of the courtly intrigues and early clashes between the Houses of 

Lancaster and York brilliantly recreate this tumultuous period of English 

history.  The struggles between the “trinity” of Richard, Duke of York and the 

Earls of Salisbury and Warwick and King Henry VI’s fiercely loyal wife, 

Margaret of Anjou form the backbone of this exciting tale.  Only one (very) 

minor criticism: not enough of Derry Brewer, the king’s spymaster. 

 

Jane Nicol  

My sympathies changed from York to Lancaster and back again as 

this gripping tale unfolded. 

I found it fascinating how I could feel sympathy for both houses as the author's 

unbiased account unfolded. Men who believed their cause was just fought 

against others who thought the same. I cheered for both sides and felt sad when 

men were captured and often brutally killed. Although this is quite a well known 

period of English history and many of the characters familiar, the way it was 



written really brought them to life. I highly recommend this book. 

 

Anne Rhodes  

Fast moving story of the struggles between the Henry VI and 

Richard, Duke of York – the defeats and triumphs of each side. 

Choose your side, and read on!  

 ‘Trinity’ - book two in a series telling the story of Henry VI and Richard of York, 

by expert story-teller Conn Iggulden. An historical fiction book which follows 

history closely and in an extremely readable way.  This book can be read on its 

own, or the story flows seamlessly from book one. Whether you are on the side 

of Lancaster or York, every page is gripping, descriptions of people and places 

so well done that you can see them in your mind's eye, follow their train of 

thought, feel their pain or pleasure, rejoice with them when things go well, or 

empathise when things turn sad or sour – as things do when both sides feel that 

talking is no longer enough, and they must fight.  Not just fight, but fight to the 

death in what each side would describe as a noble cause.  Henry's plight, both 

mental and physical, Margaret's support of her husband, the arguments and 

discussions proposed by the leaders on either side, are all well contested, each 

proponent arguing his case well.  The book starts with a battle, leads you on 

fight by fight, argument by argument, through times of defeat and despair, to 

times of triumph and optimism, and back again.  One of those books where you 

want to read the next one, straight away, to learn more of their story. 

 

Marion McCaffery  

Conn breathes life and pace with a flair for historical times.  

After reading the exciting first novel of this trilogy by Conn Iggulden I could not 

wait to read this book. 

It starts off in the year 1454 and King Henry 5th is exiled in Windsor Castle and 

has been struck down for over a year by an illness that leaves his eyes and mind 

blank and the Protector of the Realm Richard Duke of York along with the Earl 

of Salisbury and Warwick are running the country in the Kings Absence. The 

Queen Margaret of Anjou is keeping her husbands interests alive and keeping 

their son Edward safe hoping that he will eventually know his father. Along 

with Derry Brewer the Kings Man and also the Queens, the story paces along 

with intrigue, lies, deceit and treachery from the start to the end of the book.  

The war scenes are so real that you could almost be amongst the armies. As 



Conn Iggulden describes down to the smallest details how terrible it was to be in 

the armies in the middle ages.  

When the King awakes and goes to London to claim the throne the balance of 

power is again tipped towards the monarchy as the Queen bravely fights for her 

husband and son. 

This book is such a page turner that I could not put it down, once again Conn 

Iggulden has brought a pacy juicy action packed thriller to follow his first novel 

‘Stormbird’. 

 

Sarah Jones  

Interesting, but not really for me.  

I hadn't read the first part of this trilogy but as I know a little about the War of 

the Roses (mainly from other historical fiction) I thought I would easily be able 

to jump into it, but it wasn't that easy. Trinity is about Margaret of Anjou's 

determination to maintain and secure Royal power for her family against 

Richard of York and his supporters, which isn't that easy when her husband 

King Henry is ailing and sleeping. I'm sorry to say that I found it a difficult 

read. The battle scenes were long and very detailed which isn't to my 

taste and I did find it dragging a bit. Whilst it was well written I 

think it just wasn't for me. 

 

Angela Rhodes 

Wow!! I was blown away with ‘Stormbird’, the first in the War of 

The Roses series, and devoured the sequel ‘Trinity’!!   

Once again, Conn, has created a master piece of historical fiction.  

The year is 1454, King Henry VI is struck down with an illness, in Windsor 

Castle. Queen Margaret is by his side, while Richard Duke of York, along with 

Salisbury and Warwick, gather men against those who support the king. 

All is not lost as King Henry gathers his senses, and sets out, with his loyal men, 

and spy Derry Brewer (my favourite character) to stop them. 

Richard of York, what a vile man, his wife Cecily isn't much better, her son 

Richard with his deformed back is a mummies boy who Richard wishes had 

died. 

This is a novel full of historical fact, and is one that needs to be read, I for one 



can not wait for the next one.  

 

Carole Tuckett 

Margaret of Anjou wife of Henry VI is busy raising an army of the Kings 

supporters. Margaret is plotting to keep her husband on the throne. Henry is in 

and out of awareness too sick to run the country, he is being manipulated by 

Richard Duke of York and Earls Salisbury and Warwick. An army is also being 

raised by the trio, who need to keep Richard as Protector of the Realm to further 

their own gains. Will Henry lose his throne to Richard? 

Many battles will be fought, and families torn apart. Who will triumph? 

Lancaster or York. Another brilliant book by Conn Iggulden. I just wish 

my school history books could have been this interesting. 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

I used to enjoy history at school despite the often dull and unreal 

information we were given.  A book like this would have fired my 

interest far more without a doubt.  I started reading it with trepidation 

but I was rapidly hooked as it brought The Wars of the Roses period to life.  I 

became enthralled by the people I still remembered by name – the Kings, 

Queens, Dukes and of course the various warring families that were the 

instigators and participants in this major event in Britain’s past. They all took 

on a totally new dimension and became real people with families, feelings and 

strong beliefs.  I now have much greater understanding of what happened to 

cause such dramatic events than I ever knew before. I thoroughly enjoyed this 

novel which I am sure was well researched and as accurate as things can be 

hundreds of years after the events. Definitely enlightening and well 

worth reading. 

 

Vanessa Wild – Twitter @Butterflybiblio 

An evocative, dramatic and interesting tale full of history and conflict.  

The second in the Wars of the Roses series by Conn Iggulden, it is action packed 

and full of battle scenes, perhaps a little too many for my tastes. It's definitely 

another one more for the boys, I think! 

I did not enjoy this book as much as the previous one. This is due to the amount 

of fighting, which seemed never ending, and not enough story behind the scenes. 



Derry Brewer was a favourite character of mine in Stormbird and I would have 

liked for him to have been featured more. However, it is well researched and full 

of historical fact - I enjoyed reading the author's notes, too. It is also very 

descriptive and vivid, the battle scenes are easy to visualise. It must have been a 

dreadful time to live through! 

An evocative, dramatic and interesting read which I would 

recommend to historical fiction fans who enjoy a story not only 

laden with conflict but also full of excitement and adventure. 

 

Ruth  

‘Trinity’, is the second part of a compelling trilogy set during the Wars of the 

Roses. The narrative successfully weaves storylines that occurred in history 

with fictional ones.  

‘Trinity’, is the second part of a compelling trilogy set during the Wars of the 

Roses.  It begins with an event where the Percy family mount an attack on a 

Neville wedding, despite the fact that they are cousins.  Meanwhile the King still 

“sleeps” and his French wife holds the fort.  The Duke of York is Lord Protector 

and reigns.  A feud between York and Lancaster over the right to the throne is 

beginning.  The first battle of St Albans is fought and thus begins of The Wars of 

The Roses.  

As in the first book much is seen through the eyes of the King’s Spymaster Derry 

Brewer.  His character although fictional was very believable and in fact 

lovable in a way.  This was a time where women, like Margaret, had so much 

pressure to marry well and give birth to a male heir. Where rich and poor men 

had to be soldiers and diplomats and land rights were doubtful depending on 

battles and alliances.  Under these circumstances, actions were taken that to us 

may seem cruel or wrong but each had motives that can be understood, well 

most anyway!  The narrative successfully weaves storylines that occurred in 

history with fictional ones. I found the characterisations of all to be excellent 

and each sympathetically portrayed.   

The book fascinated me, furthering my interest in the era.  It caused 

me to spend more time clarifying the family tree to discover how interlinked all 

the families were.   I tend not to read Historical fiction is because I will go off on 

a research tangent in the middle of enjoying a book!   However, I will be 

reading more in future, and look forward to the final part of the 

trilogy. 



 

Sarah Harper  

Crammed full of rip roaring battles, intrigue, deception and drama, 

‘Trinity’ is an epic tale which rips along at a cracking pace. 

Thoroughly enjoyed and highly recommended.  

I couldn’t wait to get my hands on ‘Trinity’, the second instalment in the Wars of 

the Roses trilogy, and I wasn’t disappointed.  Historical fiction isn’t my usual 

genre of choice but Conn Iggulden is an exceptional author and this epic tale 

rips along at a cracking pace.  I used the family tree in Stormbird, the first book 

in the series, as a quick reminder of who’s who (it may have been preferable to 

include this in each of the three books for people like me with a poor memory) 

and I was off.  The characters we previously met and loved are all there.  

Spymaster Derry Brewer is as charismatic, wily and likeable as ever.  The 

young Queen Margaret continues to grow in confidence and strength.  An 

amazing young woman who is fiercely loyal to her husband, King Henry, and 

supports him without question.  She effectively rules in his name as he slips in 

and out of the grip of his mysterious, incapacitating illness.  It can’t be easy for 

her, her lords must obey her but they don’t have to respect her, although their 

respect is sorely deserved.  Margaret detests the traitor Richard, Duke of York, 

but we learn that he has no desire to claim the throne and is only acting in what 

he feels are the best interests of his king and country.  He is loyal to the throne 

but Margaret can not see this.  The story is very cleverly constructed from all 

points of view.  We can see each side and are able to appreciate the complexity 

of the relationships between the Houses of Lancaster and York and how the 

delicate balance of power could be so easily destroyed. 

Crammed full of rip roaring battles, intrigue, deception and drama, Trinity is 

an epic tale.  Thoroughly enjoyed and highly recommended. 

 

Jillian McFrederick 

The second instalment of this series carries on the exciting story of Margaret 

and Henry VI in their struggle to hold on to the crown in the face of all manner 

of skullduggery and deception. 

The author transports us to the 15 century and continues to depict the main 

characters as 3 dimensional and our sympathies sway from side to side as the 

tale progresses. The life and colour that is portrayed displays a rare 

skill of storytelling genius, and as one who would not normally choose to 



read historical fiction, I thoroughly enjoyed this and am looking 

forward to the next instalment. 

 

Rebecca Cockeram  

The next instalment in the Wars of the Roses series.  Well written, but I 

struggled to care.  

I feel conflicted about this book, it's well written in a style I like but I just 

couldn't get into it and struggled to get through it. If you enjoyed the 

first book I'm sure you'll love this.  

However I felt confused by all the characters and had to keep referring back 

through the book to keep it straight in my head.  

I feel quite sad that I just didn't really like this book. 

 

Magda North 

Love it.  

I'd not heard of Conn Iggulden until I got a review copy of the first 

War of the Roses book which I really enjoyed. Very pleased to get 

this second instalment. It doesn't disappoint. 

 

Magdalena Vidgen  

Great read for all fans of historical fiction. 

This is the second book in the "Wars of the Roses" series and it continues the 

story of the struggle between the families of York and royal Lancaster. It is set 

in the years after king Henry VI first spell of sickness (coma-like sleep) and 

portraits workings of the politicians, trying to gain as much power and wealth 

as possible, scoring personal feuds at the same time. 

It is very interesting to see the (sometimes very personal) reasons of widely 

known events and see historical characters as normal human beings, with their 

fears and ambitions. 

I already knew much about the times of King Edward IV, but have now learned 

more about the time just before he won the Cousins War. 

Good read, on the level with writings of Philippa Gregory and Bernard 

Cornwell. 4* from me. 



 

Richard Hamlin 

Having been privileged to review ‘Stormbird’, the first of Conn Iggulden's ‘Wars 

Of The Roses’ last year, I was delighted to get my hands on ‘Trinity’. It more or 

less continues where its predecessor left off and we find Margaret of Anjou and 

her stupefied husband King Henry VI marginalised by Richard of York who has 

effectively taken control of England under the guise of Protector of the Realm.  

As Henry awakes from his slumber, the power plays for the throne 

recommences and England's royal line is once again thrown into uncertainty. 

The beauty of this novel is that it remains true to history, and being one of the 

most fascinating periods of our past it would be a compelling read in any case, 

but the author adds richness by his personalisation of the key protagonists and 

the inclusion of some fictional yet fascinating characters such as resourceful 

spymaster Derry Brewer.  Iggulden is a great story teller, transporting his 

readers effortlessly to the mid-15th Century, building tension and evoking the 

sense of the fragility and mistrust within the alliances of the great Houses of the 

time. 

I would whole heartedly recommend Trinity; it's an absorbing depiction of 

a key period of English history, turned into a fascinating story that 

gives the reader a real feel for the brutality of battlefield and the 

harshness of the politics of the day.  Let the battle commence... 

 

Tracey Poulter 

‘Trinity’ is the second book in a trilogy about the ‘Wars of the Roses’ in which 

Conn Iggulden retells known facts with a fictionalised back story. 

Henry VI has been struck down by a mysterious illness leaving him senseless for 

over a year. Richard, Duke of York, has been running the kingdom and has 

made a trinity with the Earls of Salisbury & Warwick which threatens the 

support for the ailing King. Henry makes a sudden, unexpected, recovery and 

the book deals with the aftermath of this. It is a complex period of history and 

not always clear-cut which side people are on. The author makes clever use of 

additional characters to develop the plot and explain events whilst keeping the 

main historical facts. With so much going on he has had to decide which details 

to include to make the characters come alive and what to leave out. I found 

myself changing sympathies and sides throughout the book as he has shown 

that neither side were blameless - the casualness with which they execute their 



former friends is shocking to the modern reader. 

This is a complex period of history brought to life and I am eager to 

follow the characters into the final book to learn how they deal with 

the twists and turns to come. 

 

Les Warriner  

A fantastic read!  

In his second of the ‘Wars of the Roses Trilogy’, Conn Iggulden has excelled 

himself.  I find this no mean feat given the strength of it's 

predecessor – ‘Storm Bird’.  I simply could not put this book down. 

Henry VI has been bedridden for a year in Windsor Castle, in the care of his 

Queen, Margaret of Anjou.  Richard of York, Protector of the Realm has virtual 

control of the country, and with his allies hopes to seize total control and the 

crown.  However, Henry makes an unexpected recovery and rides to London to 

reclaim the crown. 

Subterfuge leads to open conflict when the lords and nobles have to choose sides, 

and Queen Mary emerges as a force to be reckoned with.  The plot twists and 

turns, with pressure coming from a variety of sources, both expected and 

unexpected.  The descriptive material is well done and the battles are set out 

superbly. 

I can heartedly recommend this book and hope that Mr Iggulden is busily 

working on the final installment. 

 

 

 


