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Julie Bickerdyke  

I loved this book! 

It was a much grittier story 

than I was expecting and very 

well written.  

I was hooked early on and wanted 

to learn what the dark secrets of 

the university friends were. As 

each girl's story unfolded the 

intrigue grew.  There were heart-

breaking individual tales and 

inter-twined twists and turns.  The 

girls' stories were revealed slowly 

throughout the book and cleverly 

told. 

I was fascinated with how the 

author created your empathy, pity 

or dislike for each character 

initially and then changed your 

perspective as she learnt more and 

delved into the past and present lives of each of the friends. Each of the 

characters had a fascinating history as well as current day problems. 

Trying to work out what happened to Siobhan on the night of the Hyde Park re-

union picnic keeps the reader in suspense throughout the book.  Was she killed 

or was it an accident?  Who would want to harm her? Could it be one of her old 

university friends?  Who was the man hanging around in the park during their 

picnic? 

Well worth a read and you will want to keep going once you've started. 

You can follow Julie on Twitter: @Julesbickerdyke 



 

 

 

Celeste McCreesh 

This is the first book that I've read by Tina Seskis, I didn't realise that this book 

was previously released and published under the title ‘A Serpentine Affair’. I 

really enjoyed this book from the very first page, the style of writing 

was perfect as the story flowed really well throughout.  It reminded me 

a lot of been in been in college, hanging out with friends where we'd continue to 

be lifelong friends. 

This was no way a chic-lit book, more of a thriller as the chapters gathered pace 

and webs of lies were spun and secrets kept that they all hoped would be kept 

that way forever.  I really liked the way the chapters were set in both the past 

and the present as it explained how these girls became friends. 

I would recommend this for readers who like thrillers or mysteries but if you're 

looking for a read about love, friendship and how far people will go to keep 

secrets buried then grab this book, curl up on the couch with a glass of wine and 

a large bar of chocolate and sink into the story. 

 

Ann Peet 

Pacey and compelling - a real page turner. 

I have mixed feelings about this book as, although I didn't like any of characters 

or identify with them, it is a riveting read and a real page turner. 

At the start six women are getting ready for a reunion picnic. They met 25 years 

ago at university and have been involved with each other to a greater or lesser 

extent since. As they drink at the picnic we discover more about their problems 

or concerns - one thinks her husband is having an affair with one of her friends, 

one is grieving for her dead husband, one reveals details of a rape, etc. 

The chapters move backwards and forwards in time so secrets are exposed and 

we learn of past events and then of how the women are affected by the terrible 

thing that happens that night. 

The characters are all very self-centred and lacking any sense of humour. They 

don't like or trust each other so it is not surprising that I didn't like them very 

much. And the male characters are even more obnoxious! This is definitely not 

the sort of chick lit where a group of friends support each other through life's 



problems. It is, though, a pacey, compulsive read from an excellent 

story teller. You really want to find out what really happened in the 

past and what happens next. 

 

Sarah Harper 

A memorable and intriguing story of friendship, growing up and the 

complex way in which past events can shape the people we become. 

I absolutely raved about Tina Seskis’ novel, ‘One Step Too Far’, and while ‘When 

We Were Friends’ doesn’t pack the same punch or take your breath away in 

quite the same way, it’s still a gripping read in it’s own right. The characters are 

complex yet easily identifiable and memorable. The plot moves between the 

period when the six friends met and grew up at university and their adult lives 

25 years later. Everyone has changed, grown and developed and it feels like 

their friendship is no longer strong enough to hold them together. The facades 

are slipping and the secrets which bubble below the surface are gradually 

revealed as the story develops, to great effect and alarming consequences. The 

friends reminiscences at their annual get-together turn sour and, fuelled by 

Prosecco and resentment, the truth comes out and the accusations fly. The 

consequences of this reunion will change their lives forever. A memorable and 

intriguing story of friendship, growing up and the complex way in which past 

events can shape the people we become. 

 

Richard Hamlin  

I was delighted to get my hands on this book having thoroughly enjoyed ‘One 

Step Too Far’, Tina Seskis' last novel. The opening felt slightly contrived but it 

didn't take long for me become hooked by this tale of feuding university 

"friends" united by plenty of historic baggage, and their deteriorating 

relationships. 

The six girls come from hugely diverse backgrounds, but with the experience 

that life throws at them, they form a close and supportive relationship that all 

feel with last forever.  Unpredictable life events and their own differing 

personalities result in them all taking very different paths upon graduating but 

they somehow make time for an annual reunion.   

None of them could have predicted, from the initial niggling disagreements, the 

outcome of this year's evening picnic. It's fascinating to see, as the story unfolds, 

how the girls individually, and collectively, choose to deal with this outcome.  It 



is a wonderful story of how friends go out of their way to support each other; by 

turns shocking but a thoroughly unputdownable book.  The story does jump 

regularly between time periods and that did keep me on my toes but 

as a whole Seskis has written another gripping and unpredictable 

story and one that I would thoroughly recommend. 

You can follow Richard on Twitter: @IamDrBaldhead 

 

Gavin Dimmock   

They were the best of friends at university. Can their friendship survive the lies, 

deceptions and mistakes of twenty-five years? Will it survive the reunion?  

Anyone seen Spinal Tap? Yes? Then you’ll be familiar with the “Put it up to 

eleven” quote. This book, for me, is in that vein. Don't bother looking at the 

bottom of my review to see how many moustaches I give it…I’ll tell you now, it 

gets six out of five. 

The story is of six friends from university who meet every year. Once the best of 

friends, twenty-five years has taken its toll and some of the friendships are 

strained or broken. The latest reunion opens old wounds and life is suddenly 

changed for them all. 

I loved this book. Absolutely loved it. 

The story has depth and many layers that build magnificently on each other; 

the plot is deftly woven and the suspense and intrigue build wonderfully. The 

plot goes back and forth across several timeframes and geographic locations 

and involves each of the six central female characters and their partners. 

Despite this, Ms Seskis keeps a firm handle on everything, never allowing the 

story to confuse or distract the reader. I especially liked that each of the six 

women are very well defined and strongly involved in the action. The male 

characters were superb too - superbly repellant on the whole! 

I loved her first book and with this, her second novel, Ms Seskis is 

firmly cemented as my favourite new British author. 

Hurry up with the third. I’m eagerly waiting. 

www.themoustachioedreader.wordpress.com 

 

Glynis Elliott 

Oh so many mixed feelings.  It was a roller coaster up and down.  I 



did find it confusing as to who was who and didn't really get in to it 

until Part Two.  

I wanted to know much more about certain characters but others left me 

uncaring.  

I think a follow up book would be good to know what happened to Juliette and 

Sissy in particular. 

 

Suzanne Marsh   

A velvety dark fabulous novel by Tina Seskis. This is one of my best reads so far 

this year. I loved it so much that I want to spread the word that I one 

hundred percent recommend readers to buy ‘When We Were 

Friends’.  

Six old friends who met at University twenty-five years ago. They all faced 

everything together from break-ups and marriages, motherhood and death. 

When all six of them meet up for a picnic in Hyde Park they all get drunk, when 

bitching and friction roars out amongst them all. The picnic goes horribly 

wrong when one of them ends up in the serpentine, but who knows what really 

happened. And what secrets from the past are about to unfold, changing 

everyone's life together. 

The book ‘When We Were Friends’ reminded me of my favourite TV show Ladies 

Of London. 

In the book ‘When We Were Friends’ there are so many great characters in this 

story that you will definitely find the character or characters that you like the 

best or the ones that may annoy you the most. For me I loved all of the 

characters equally in this story. 

We have married Juliette with children who feels like a single mother while her 

husband Stephen is obsessed so much with his job that Juliette is sick of taking 

second place. But she trust her husband as he is far too busy with his job to have 

affairs. 

Camilla is posh and married to James and she likes to do everything properly. 

And she desperately likes to keep the peace. 

Siobhan annoys everyone. She is the career woman who doesn't need marriage 

and kids to be a complete person. 

Sissy secretly blames someone for the death of her husband. And Sissy is always 

the first to arrive, she has never succeeded in quite shaking off her need to be not 



a minute late. 

Renee is seeing a married man and Ed will not leave his wife for her. 

Natasha found out her husband's Alister affair from a text message from his 

phone. Natasha knows who is having the affair with him. 

I can not wait for Tina Seskis next book. I hope every reader enjoys reading this 

as much as I have.    

www.ireadnovels.wordpress.com 

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

At first this story did not appeal to me as I felt I’d been there before many times 

before.  I had but in spite of this it grew on me as I followed the lives of 6 friends 

who had met at university 25 years earlier.  Not a particularly appealing bunch 

really but, the fact they had kept in touch and were having a reunion picnic in 

Hyde Park, made it something most people could associate with to some extent.  

I certainly did.  By this time they had little in common and didn’t seem to like 

one another very much. They came from diverse backgrounds and had done 

many different things with varying degrees of success. None stood out in a 

particularly positive way and without giving away too much it seems wrong to 

individually name them all. With so many of them to keep track of plus, other 

friends, family, husbands, boyfriends past and present it did require a certain 

amount of concentration.  Also the current trend of headed chapters indicating 

where you are both time wise and geographically can be a bit confusing  - Am I 

in the USA, Bristol, London? Is it now or 25 years ago?  Beyond that the book 

did try to touch on virtually every situation that happens in life – birth, death, 

marriage, separation, illness, adoption, rape.  Well written yes but I did 

feel a bit battered at the end of it. Did I enjoy it? Yes up to a point but 

it did try a bit too hard and too much to include just about every scenario 

possible! 

 

Edel Waugh   

This is the story about a group of female friends who have been friends since 

they were at university and who continue to stay in each other's lives despite the 

ups and downs of their lives and friendships. The story is told from each 

woman's perspective so we get a good glimpse at the group through each 

woman’s eyes. It is not always happy but it feels realistic and the changes they 

have all experienced in their lives since their university days is putting strain on 



the group.  

On one fateful meet up things take a nasty turn for the group and the uglier side 

of their friendship shines through after secrets from the past are brought to light 

changing everything for everyone.  

Throughout the story we get glimpses into their past, then back to current day, 

showing us sometimes how events in their lives changed them from the women 

they used to be when they all first knew each other and life was more carefree.  

If you enjoy a gripping story about female friendship then this will 

have you glued to the page!  

www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Maggie Crane 

A book which provides a lively and interesting read, a story which 

you will not want to put down. The author has demonstrated an ability to 

intertwine the many relationships involved into an intricate and fascinating 

story of loss, regret, allegiance, love and rivalry in the lives of six women, with a 

twist in the tale. 

 

Charlotte Connolly 

A hard to keep up with drama about a group of old friends. 

When we were friends focuses on the life of six old university friends who we 

learn are meeting up for a picnic in the beginning of the book and certain times 

in their lives before and after the picnic. 

When I chose this book I was under the impression it was a thriller, 

but despite a few twists that I didn't see coming, I would put it more 

in the drama category and would not recommend for someone that likes 

thrillers. 

The way the book is written is in shortish chapters about one of the six friends, 

all of them together at the picnic or about one of the few other characters in the 

book, the chapters also go back and forward to different places in time which I 

found hard to follow. 

I didn't really connect or like the majority of the women and found it hard to 

differentiate them most of the time. The fact that there was so many different 

peoples stories happening and that the story kept shifting in time made it hard 



for me to follow and differentiate between the women which could be why I 

didn't really enjoy the book. 

I found parts of the story quite interesting but I just couldn't keep up with all the 

character/time/location changes, if you like drama books and like books that 

are set out like this then you might enjoy it more than I did. 

 

Rachel Hall 

I was eager to review this new title by Tina Seskis given how well her debut, 

‘One Step Too Far’, was received, especially amongst the Lovereading Reader 

Review Panel who were pretty much unanimous in their praise... And by gosh, I 

was not let down in the slightest!  A captivating page turner, I raced through 

this book in a few days, pulled in from the very start by the tantalisingly short 

chapters which cleverly intersperses the current time frame whilst offering 

glimpses into the earlier lives of all the characters. 

The premise for this story is simple and realistic, and it something the vast 

majority of readers will have some understanding and experience of.  Six firm 

friends from university days have persisted in their annual reunion get together 

for over twenty years.  Over time these women have grown apart, moved on 

and are very different people to the young women they once were.  Secrets, lies 

and animosity have all built up and gone unspoken and for each of the women, 

this event has become something of a chore, after all we all move on and 

change.  It is on one of these reunion nights that the women meet by the 

Serpentine in Hyde Park and as the wine flows, the tension builds and the fury 

simmers!  Only five of the women leave the park that night…The other, deep in 

the Serpentine….Await the unfurling of secrets which are revealed like sucker 

punches, each one unexpected, and enjoy… But the loss of one of the clan will not 

go unnoticed... 

I know some readers will struggle with the number of characters who feature 

prominently in this novel and this is something that prior to reading had 

concerned me.  This was completely unwarranted.  Tina Seskis has created a 

diverse and distinctive cast who all stand out in their own right and before you 

know it, through current events and snapshots into old university days, you 

really do feel like you know the drivers which motivate each character.  

Regardless of whether I liked or disliked a character if you view a person as the 

product of all their circumstances, you could empathise with each and everyone 

of them and pinpoint why they were acting in a certain manner.  For an author 

to manage this as well as Tina Seskis does in such a remarkably accessible style 



is outstanding. 

I was completely blindsided by the revelations which came thick and fast and I 

can testify that the twist which caught many off guard in ‘One Step Too Far’ is 

in evidence here!  Tina Seskis has written a thoroughly engaging and 

entertaining romp, whilst managing to make some very poignant and insightful 

insights about not only friendship and loyalty but also retribution and modern 

day morality.  A terrific read which I absolutely loved - I was 

captivated from the start and Tina Seskis has another big fan to add 

to her growing collective! 

I later found out that this is a reworking of an earlier Tina Seskis novel called A 

Serpentine Affair, which for me is a wonderful play on words and sticking with 

that title in some form is a real miss!  A Serpentine Affair tips a hat to both the 

twists and turns of the plot and indeed some of the characters Seskis has 

portrayed.  A perfect summation of a real gem! 

 

Jillian McFrederick 

As I read this tale of six university friends who had a tragic reunion 25 years 

after they first met, I did wonder how come they were still friends after all that 

had happened? The characters of the six women are not depicted vividly enough 

for me and I found myself constantly having to look back to check who was 

who. As the lies, deceptions, and tragedies of their lives are revealed, the tangled 

mess of their shared history culminates in the senseless death of one of them... 

The gradual unveiling of the full story is a useful tool which pricks 

the readers curiosity and as the final page is read the reader is left with a 

sense of finally understanding 'how' it all happened, but for me the 'why' is 

never fully resolved. 

All in all a quick, light read that would be perfect for the beach. 

 

 

 


