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Jane Brown  

An explosive Scottish crime novel, 

that is Rebus meets Taggart. A great 

crime writer up there with the very 

best.  

I was lucky enough to review Denzil 

Meyrick’s previous book ‘The Last 

Witness’. So when I was asked to 

review ‘Whisky from Small Glasses’ 

for www. Lovereading.co.uk I was 

chuffed to bits as they say in 

Scotland. 

This is Rebus meets Taggart. Set in a 

small coastal village in Scotland. The 

Scottish dialect is there and the 

scenery of Scotland is described so 

well. I am from Scotland so this was 

a joy to read. 

The plot has so many twists and 

turns the reader needs to read on to the very end. The characters are 

real and just like Taggart there is the Scottish dry humour thrown into the mix. 

This is a great gritty crime novel and deserves to be up there with the 

best. 

 

Kerry Bridges  

The first Daley and Scott novel; a body has been found in the sea - it will lead 

the two policemen on a journey they are unlikely to forget in a hurry.  

DCI Daley has been sent to Kinloch to help solve a murder – a girl’s body has 



been found in the sea and the local police don’t have the manpower to deal with 

it.  Along with his DS, Brian Scott, his investigation leads him so much closer to 

home on more than one front than he would ever have expected. 

This is the second DCI Daley novel I have read, although it is the first in the 

series.  I did think the second novel (“The Last Witness” ) was referring back to 

things  which had happened in this one but that was clearly not the case and 

either of them can be easily read as stand-alone. 

The story itself is a very typical crime novel, there are some murders which the 

police solve in the end and various secrets and personal matters are revealed 

along the way.  As these books are set in Kinloch, some of the characters’ speech 

is written as dialect which I normally don’t like, but this is quite OK to read and 

doesn’t detract from the story at all. 

What sets these books as ones worth reading is the characters of Daley and 

Scott; both of whom are very well fleshed out and appear very human; mistakes 

and all.  I very much liked the relationship between the two men and the way 

they bounced off each other – these are really Daley novels, they should be 

labelled as Daley and Scott as you couldn’t really have one without the other. 

In summary then, an easy read requiring not much thought but very 

enjoyable for that – I will definitely look out for number three in the 

series. 

http://iamalwaysreading.wordpress.com/ 

 

Pauline Braisher 

I really enjoyed this book. It is a gripping, albeit sometimes gory, 

tale which keeps the reader guessing to the very end. The descriptive 

writing is very good, enabling the reader to imagine the atmosphere of the 

small Scottish seaside town in which the action takes place. The characters are 

well-described and believable and the story involves not only the professional 

life of DCI Daley but also his personal life and this adds depth to the character. 

The only issue I had with the book was the Scottish dialect which was often used 

during the conversations and whilst I understood the reason for this, it did 

break the thread sometimes because it was difficult to understand what was 

being said. 

This was the first in the series and I enjoyed it so much that I would be more 

than happy to read subsequent books. 



 

Alison Bisping -  @alisonbisping 

Great book - a page turner.  It's the first in the D.C.I. Daley Thriller series, with 

the third due out summer 2015.  I am looking forward to it.  

This had me gripped from the start - a great crime novel, with the main 

characters being D.C.I. Daley and his sidekick Scott.  It's full of twists and 

turns - you think you know where the plot is heading - but you 

probably don't.   Scott speaks in dialect, which took some getting used to but I 

felt added to the story rather than detracted from it.  The relationship between 

Daley and his wife, Liz, is interesting, and one I am sure will be developed in 

future novels.   

The whole story very atmospheric.  Great descriptions of the surrounding area, 

the people, the way of life, I felt as if I was actually in Kinloch.  Of course, you 

have the expected murders, some descriptions are quite gory but weren’t dwelt 

on for too long - the plot moved forward at a good pace. 

 

Maz Tucker  

Great First Novel, this is a really good thriller with lots of twists and 

turns. The author builds the main characters slowly and lets you 

really get to know them.  

Great First Novel, this is a really good thriller with lots of twists and turns. The 

author builds the main characters slowly and lets you really get to know them. 

This is a really good book and I look forward to reading the next DCI Daley 

book. 

 

Ray Orgill 

A veritable gripping book with an element to suit everyone.  We have 

hard policemen, typical of Glasgow; inquisitive villagers typical of their type 

and warring detectives.  Jim Daley a detective inspector, soon to become 

detective chief inspector, is despatched from Glasgow to investigate the 

unexplained appearance of a woman's body, obviously a murder victim, 

recovered from the sea.  Jim has a faithful detective sergeant who shields him 

from the open aggression of other senior officers.  This all blends into a 

mysterious investigation which opens out into drug running and gangster 

behaviour by visiting fishermen from the Baltic States.  A very entertaining 



read which is added to by the heavy Scottish accents which the author has made 

good use of.  

 

Lorraine Blencoe  

This is obviously meticulously researched and the result of experience working 

as a police officer. I must admit, though, I found myself skipping over lots of 

paragraphs that seemed crammed with vast amounts of information that didn't 

seem to move the story along. I wanted to find out who 'whodunit' though, so it 

must have grabbed me.  

The story concerns Glasgow police sent to solve a smaller town murder then 

other bodies keep on turning up. This is mixed in with some drug smuggling and 

police corruption. 

I found the relationships a little unconvincing and there was a lack of 

sophistication in the way the some of the transitions within the story were 

handled but this is, by no means, the worst crime writing I have ever read. It's 

just not up to the high bar set by the Scandinavians, I'm afraid. I can absolutely 

see this as a mini-series on TV, though. The dialects are, for the most part, 

brilliantly handled. There are some colourful characters and the 

setting works well, full of small-town intrigue. 

 

Janet Gilliard 

The book introduces detective Jim Daley investigating a murder in a small 

Scottish town. Investigating the murder uncovers secrets which put his family 

at risk. Fans of Stuart MacBride may enjoy this. I struggled with the 

dialect in places and struggled to finish the book.  

 

Jan Kirkcaldy 

Having already been introduced to DCI Jim Daley before in ‘The Last Witness’ I 

was looking forward to another case involving this officer. Again it did not 

disappoint.  Strong characters, unusual but perfectly feasible events 

in the small Scottish town of Kinloch make it a real page turner from 

start to finish. 

Everyone has a necessary part to play from the investigating officers to the 

locals and it soon becomes apparent that murder is just the start  of the crime 

wave in the town.  There are so many twists and turns introducing corruption, 



abduction and drug smuggling Latvians – all quite relevant really to life today. 

Whilst not too keen on family life interfering with detective work in general, 

bring Daley’s previously errant wife into the scenario actually enhanced rather 

than detracted from the main storyline, as soon becomes apparent.  I’m still not 

sure about DCI Daley, the character, but I am warming to him.  I did enjoy this 

thoroughly well written story that was beautifully descriptive throughout and 

brought back favourable holiday memories – minus the murders of course.  A 

great read for all “who dunnit” fans and I am already looking forward to the 

next Denzil Meyrick offering. 

  

Tania  

A dark thriller full of intrigue, suspense and twists and turns.  

‘Whisky from Small Glasses’ by Denzil Meyrick is a thriller based in the seaside 

town of Kinloch on the West Coast of Scotland. DCI Jim Daley is called up to 

Kinloch after a woman's body is discovered on the beach. As Jim's investigation 

unfolds, the secrets of this small close-knit community are revealed. Love, death 

and betrayal are some of the themes of the book. As well as the murder 

investigation, Jim is struggling with his relationship problems with his wife. 

Their difficult marriage is intertwined with the storyline. The book is full of 

intrigue, suspense, twists and turns. It is very well written and will keep you 

guessing until the end. It is a real page turner and was very difficult to 

put down. I cannot wait to read the next book. 

 

Jocelyn Garvey  

A re-issue of the first DCI Daley detective thriller. A must for all 

those who love a good plot. Dark, gritty but also told with humour.  

The mutilated body of a dead girl is found on the shore near Kinloch, a beautiful 

backwater on the west coast of Scotland. 

As they have no experienced CID officers in Kinloch, DCI Jim Daley is sent, 

along with his DS, from Glasgow to oversee the investigation. 

Daley finds a small town where everyone knows everybody else’s business and 

they do not like incomers. 

The local Inspector is unfriendly and down rite difficult. 

He finds the investigation hard going with what seems like little help from the 

locals and to top this his wife arrives with his brother in law in tow. 



The bodies of the main suspects are discovered and the pressure for a result 

mounts. 

The inter weaving of relationships becomes an important factor as he struggles 

to find the culprit in the brutal murders. 

A really good read with well-drawn characters and you get a feel for the town 

quite quickly.  

Once you start reading it is hard to put down. 

 

Lynne Morgan 

About intrigue, murder and suspense, this book is an excellent read 

and very difficult to put down.   

The story is set in a wild but beautiful landscape on the west coast of Scotland, 

within the apparently impenetrable community of Kinloch, where shadiness 

and unscrupulous deals abound.  The book begins dramatically with a 

seemingly unsolvable murder, until D.C.I. Jim Daley is brought in from 

Glasgow to solve the case. With help from his DS Brian Scott, Daley unravels a 

whole nest of intrigue and corruption in the course of his investigation, making 

it very difficult for them to know who they can really trust in this community.   

To make matters even more dangerous for DCI Daley, his wife Liz becomes 

accidentally tangled up in the case, while on a visit to see her husband in this 

stunning location, making the investigation very personal, and raising Daley’s 

imperative to a level of acute desperation.     

Denzil Meyrick is a very clever writer; combining danger, suspense and 

excitement, he achieves just the right pace throughout the book.  He manages to 

imbue all his characters with a depth and sensitivity, where no detail feels 

trivial, even for those characters whose significance to the story is only slight.   

I would recommend this book to anyone – and can visualise a TV drama series 

developing from this superb tale.  

 

Phylippa Smithson  

It was like putting on a perfect fitting glove, reading yet another 

page turner from Meyrick and totally perfect for a holiday read.  

DCI Daley is assigned to a case that takes him away from his base station, 

Glasgow, to Kinloch, a remote west coast Scotland Island.  He is sent to 



investigate the discovery of a body found on the beach and which seems to have 

washed up from the sea.  His departure coincides at a time when his personal 

life is very troubled following him finding out his wife has had an affair. 

On arrival, he learns that there is a second missing person which then becomes 

a second murder.  As the pages unfold, 2 further murders occur, his wife arrives 

and his skills learnt as a result of attending an anger management course are 

really put to the test by the fact the investigation needs to be conducted 

surrounded by a very close knit community.  One example is the fact that this 

community is surrounded by residents who appear to find out events linked to 

the cases before he does. 

As usual, Meyrick creates a fast paced story with wonderfully descriptive 

characters who become so real in the imagination – Daley's usual side-kick 

Scott is just brilliant with a killer sense of humour – in a landscape so typical of 

a Scottish island living. 

Highly recommended. 

 

 

 

 


