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Janet Gilliard 

I read this book almost in one go and 

now am waiting for the next in the 

series. Ex-journalist David Raker now 

makes his living looking for missing 

people.His friend, former Detective Colm 

Healy, is obsessed by the murder of a 

mother and daughters he failed to solve 

several years ago. When Healy disappears, 

solving the case seems to be the way to find 

him. I have read the other books in this 

series but it can be read alone. I really 

enjoyed this book. I didn't guess the ending 

which I quite often do. Highly 

recommended. 

 

Sue Burton  

Another great book by a great author.  

I absolutely love the character of David 

Raker and this book did not disappoint at all,  I received the book on the 

Friday and finished it on the Sunday - that was how good it was. Roll on the 

next book from Mr Weaver. 

 

Carol Peace  

A great book that had me holding my breath right until the last page.  

I was really gripped by this book which gives us missing person investigator 

David Raker trying to help his friend Colm Healy who is an ex detective. Healy 

is haunted by a case he couldn't solve where two eight year old twins and their 



mother were killed. It consumed him so much he withdrew from everyone and 

everything he knew. David Raker feels obligated to give a little of his time to try 

and get Healy back on track. This isn’t just a mystery murder but a case of much 

more than that. We see the mystery deepen and more and more unaswered 

questions seem to follow them around: what exactly is it about the old run down 

pier? Who are the people scurrying round trying to cover their tracks? Will they 

ever really know what has happened to the girls? Raker finds himself getting 

deeper and deeper into the trail and he can see what caused Healy to become 

obsessed. Will they get out with their lives and will Raker ever be able to show 

his face again after so much evidence piles up against him. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

At last a crime novel that is not just a murder mystery. Now don't get me 

wrong, there is a murder, but also a mystery within a mystery. Missing persons 

investigator David Raker is the only friend ex detective Colm Healy has, and 

now he has gone missing. His wife is worried because he always keeps in touch 

with his kids, and there has been no word. 

Colm can not get over the senseless murder of a woman and her two girls, and 

makes it is mission to find the killer. 

Just after asking David for help, he goes missing. 

A great detective story that will keep you turning the pages, wanting 

to read late into the night. 

 

Edel Waugh 

This is a big book, almost 600 pages, and I read it one day, it was 

that good!  

Meet Colm Healy, he was once involved in working at a tragic and gruesome 

crime involving twin girls and their mother . What he saw that day at the crime 

scene  would alter him for  the rest of his career and he would have to leave the 

force . Trying to come off the drink while being helped financially by another 

friend in the police force he asks for help to look into this case again.  

A lot bothered Colm about this case, things did not add up and it looked in many 

ways like the mother that was murdered may have known who her attacker 

was. Being urged by his friend to forget it Colm takes things into his own hands.  

There was a lot of twists and turns here with many genuine surprises. I think if 



you love mysteries and thrillers then this really fast paced plot will 

tick all those boxes. I recommend this to any thriller fan as Colm is a very 

determined man with an admirable sense of duty and he will go to all lengths 

needed to get his man! 

http://www.edelwaugh.blogspot.com 

 

Phylippa Smithson  

Opening pages had me hooked but overall felt this was not Tim 

Weaver at his best.  

Colm Healy has lost everything.  Separated from his wife and sons, bereaving at 

the death of his daughter, removed from his detective role having been given a 

second chance (and failed), Colm is homeless and haunted by his failure to bring 

to justice his final case – the murder of a mum and her twin 8-year old 

daughters. 

The story has the potential of being a masterpiece of originality.  David Raker, 

self-employed tracker of missing persons, agrees to help the troubled Colm 

bring to justice the murderer(s) of Gail (the Mum) and her daughters (April and 

Abigail).  However, when Colm disappears, Raker has lost his motivator to keep 

going but things conspire to leave him with no choice but to pursue the case. 

It could have been so good but I felt there was a lot of wasted time spelling the 

obvious out to the reader.  In addition, there was a lot of duplication as the 

emotions of the various characters were spelt out, and then spelt out again. 

Brilliant plot but lacking in delivery.  Hoping Tim is back to his best with the 

next one as I do believe he is (usually) a very good writer of absorbing thrillers. 

 

Ray Orgill 

David Raker was once a Metropolitan policeman.  His chosen profession is now 

one of tracing missing persons.  Colm Healy is also a former Met policeman but 

one who has fallen from grace and subsequently was sacked.  Healy was the 

first to discover the bodies of twin girls and their mother, murdered in their 

home in horrific circumstances and this has played on his mind to the exclusion 

of all other matters, losing for him his job, his wife and his daughter.  He has 

recognised that he will not settle until he brings the perpetrator to justice but 

also the loss of the respect of his former colleagues at New Scotland Yard and 

thus their co-operation, has made this virtually impossible.  He turns to Raker 



for assistance in this quest and this leads the pair, who are not the best of 

friends, through very murky and disturbing events.  An exciting 

investigation. 

 

Sarah Tilley  

An absolutely cracking read, with more twists and turns in it than 

an alpine pass.  

This was the first book I had read by this author, but guaranteed not to be the 

last – he has you completely immersed in the story right from the start. 

The writer absorbs you so much in the storyline that you feel the anguish of the 

main characters, and are desperately trying to work out why the murders are 

happening. 

Dark at times, but with undercurrents running through the book that will 

inevitably be fleshed out in later novels. 

A must for lovers of crime fiction. 

 

Lynda DeFreitas  

Tense, gripping and puzzling. Another excellent David Raker 

mystery.  

Since reading another Tim Weaver novel for Lovereading, I have read earlier 

books by this author, and they are all very good. This latest book continues the 

efforts made by David Raker to discover what has happened to people who have 

gone missing, and also the mystery surrounding his colleague who has gone 

from being a top detective in the Metropolitan Police to a homeless wreck.  

The story unfolds gradually and all the different strands finally knit together 

very cleverly in a twist that I did not see coming. 

If you have not read any of these thrillers I urge you to do so as they are so 

good, particularly Tim Weaver's latest book ‘What Remains’. 

 

Ann Peet  

Clever, complex, gripping thriller.  

There is no doubt that Tim Weaver writes well, knows how to construct a 

gripping plot and is a master of keeping up the tension and introducing plot 



twists. I enjoyed trying to unravel the complex clues as different bits of the 

puzzle unfold but was still taken by surprise by the solution and the way all the 

loose ends are tied up.  With hindsight, the plot is rather far-fetched and 

convoluted but the writing style and characters carry you along. Ideal for a 

long journey. 

 

Cathy Burman 

Tim Weavers books seem to get better and better and you will not be 

disappointed with his latest offering. The two main characters are Colm Healy 

and David Raker.  

Healy was a highly respected detective until he investigated a murder case- the 

victims being a mother and her young twin daughters. His failure to solve the 

case resulted in the destruction of his career and the break up of his family. 

Even after leaving the Met he continued to be obsessed and consumed by the 

case. 

Raker investigates missing persons and is the only ally Healy has left but even 

this relationship is tested to its limits as they try to solve the case together. 

I can honestly say that this book kept me guessing right until the end. I usually 

get some idea where a plot is leading but I didn't even get close with this one!  

Gripping, creepy, enthralling, complex, horrific, tense and spine 

chilling.  I would be willing to bet that this will keep you on the edge 

of your seat and guessing right until the end. Enjoy! 

 

Vicki Sharman 

If Tim Weaver was a 'normal' author this book would have three stars, but as 

his writing is always a cut above many others I read, it gets four stars, even 

though it's not quite up to the standard of this series. The investigation that 

main character David Raker undertakes has been hinted at in previous books. It 

was always going to be a storyline that was tough on the main characters and 

while this book is hugely enjoyable, it doesn't quite hit the heady 

heights of the other books. It's still a great read and I'm looking 

forward to the next one. 

 

Tracey Poulter 

David Raker’s usual job is to hunt for missing relatives but, this time, an ex-



police detective asks for his help to find the people who murdered a mother and 

her two young children in a case he never solved. 

This is a complex detective story with numerous twists and turns helped by the 

fact that Raker doesn’t have to operate within the confines of a police 

investigation. The author has skilfully constructed this story, giving clues and 

connections along the way but also building characters that the reader cares 

about. The story is intricately woven, with many layers, which keeps 

the reader enthralled. It raises questions about the impact of our 

past, what makes people cross the line and redemption. 

Not for the faint-hearted but well worth reading. 

 

Tania  

A dark and complex thriller.  

What remains by Tim Weaver is a thriller in which David Raker is a detective 

that looks for missing people whether they are dead or alive. He investigates the 

disappearance of one the Met's best detectives Colm Healy. Healy has lost 

everything, his family, his career because he has become obsessed with the 

unsolved murder of a mother and her twin daughters. Raker reopens the case 

and tries to find Healy by solving their murder. 

The book is a thriller full of suspense, murder and violence. It is dark and a bit 

slow moving but has twist and turns that you would not expect. The story is 

complex and takes you in a direction you would never even imagine. 

  

 

 

 

 


