
Lovereading Reader reviews of  
A Tap On The Window by Linwood Barclay 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

 

Barbara Goldie   

Cal Weaver has recently lost his son and 
when a hitchhiker taps on his window and 
asks for a lift he ignores her. However, when 
she claims to be one of his son’s classmates, 
he changes his mind and gives her a lift.  
After a stop at a restroom he becomes 
puzzled as the girl now sitting in his 
passenger seat is not the girl he picked up. 
Events take a chilling turn when the police 
turn up at his house the next morning.  A girl 
has been found brutally murdered.  Private 
Investigator Cal must try to clear his name. 

A spine tingler of a novel, it is tense 
and uneasy from the very first page.  
It grips the reader with its 
atmospheric storytelling and has a 
creepy clammy feel as the plot 
unfolds. 

It has well written characters some of whom 
we get to know very quickly, and also some 
who aren’t what they seem.  The story is 
intertwined with a second storyline which helps keep up the suspense and tension and 
develops the plot.   

The dialogue is believable and very well written, its descriptions bring the story to life 
and the pace is excellent.  The chapters are quite short which I found added to the 
tension and gave me time to breathe. 

Once I picked up this book I found it difficult to put down and although it is not a short 
novel, read it in two sittings.  I really enjoyed this book a modern day Hitchcock it 
certainly is.  Linwood Barclay gets better and better. 

 

 



Carol Peace   

I loved this book.   Linwood Barclay is a very good writer and the pages just flowed. 

Cal Weaver is not in the habit of picking up hitchhikers but as this one knows his son he 
makes the exception, not the best idea he has had.  

He finds himself involved in a elaborate plan for getting one girl out of the town, he 
then finds one of the girls murdered but it seems that no one is listening to him and 
even though he is not under suspicion he cannot help but feel that the investigation is 
going in the wrong direction. Why did the mayor’s daughter have to leave town so 
quickly? 

This is a great read and very fast moving without any of the usual 
'plumping out' tricks. It was very dynamic.  A definite 5* 

  

Suzanne James   

Small town secrets, a flawed PI and a missing girl all add up to an 
absorbing read.  

Narrated in the first person, I initially found the main character's 'voice' difficult but 
just a few chapters in I found it no longer jarred and I was engrossed by the story line.  
This is not a fast-paced action thriller (although there is plenty of action) but I still 
found I couldn't put it down.  If I'm honest I much preferred the investigative thread to 
the action scenes which didn't always gel for me.  This is a small town where everyone 
seems to have a secret and it's through discovering these that the plot develops.  Like 
all good PIs, Cal Weaver is a complex character with demons of his own that come into 
play, making this an involving story that doesn't always play out how you’re 
expecting. 

 

Suzanne Marsh http://ireadnovels.wordpress.com/ 

Linwood Barclay has once again produced a page turning suspense novel. 
Once you pick this book up you’ll find yourself hooked into the story so 
much that you’ll not be able to put it down.  

In a small town of Griffon, Claire Saunders is a teenage girl trying to hitch a lift home.  
Outside Patchett's the rain is falling and Claire is soaking wet and starts tapping on 
Cal Weavers window wanting a lift home.  Cal Weavers realizes Claire is one of his 
late son Scott's classmates and he feels he can't really ignore her.   Although Mr 
Weaver is a private investigator he knows that giving a teenage girl a lift home is not 
one of the smartest moves.  Claire thinks that someone is following her.  She asks Mr 
Weaver to stop at Iggy's to use the rest room as she is not feeling well.  When the girl 
gets back into the car Cal Weavers realizes that the cut on Claires hand is not there.  
The girl demands to be dropped off in the middle of nowhere.  Soon the police turn up 
at Cal's door asking questions as Claire is missing.  Cal Weavers feels responsible for 



Claire missing so he starts his own investigation questioning Claire's family and 
friends.  Calvin Weaver comes up with the solution that when he dropped of Claire at 
Iggy's to use the rest room another girl dressed the same as Claire and wearing a wig 
got into his car, so Claire could get away from someone she believed was following 
her. 

 

Siân Spinney  

Oh this was good! I found it took a while to get me hooked but by a third of 
the way in I just couldn't stop reading. Took me two days to read it; good 
job I'm on holiday! 

The story is told from the viewpoint of Cal Weaver, a private detective with a whole lot 
of baggage of his own.  His only son is dead and he and his wife are trying to deal with 
the grief which has pushed them apart.  He's not always the most likeable of characters 
but you can understand why and sympathise with him.  There are unexpected twists 
and turns and I would never have guessed the ending.  I would certainly recommend 
this book as a not too heavy read with plenty to keep you interested. 

 

Alan Brown   

A police procedural story that deals with feelings and not facts.  The story 
is also brilliantly merged with the descriptions of the grief process of a 
couple who have lost their teenage son.   

The page before the first chapter signposts a different approach to a crime story.  
Although this is a detective procedural story it is not based on facts but on feelings.  If 
the reader does not come to terms with this then the book is probably going to be 
disappointing.  Once this viewpoint is taken on board then it is a fantastic story. 

This is because Linwood Barclay describes the grief process of parents who have lost a 
teenage son with clarity and sympathy. This is particularly so for those parts of the 
book that deal with the extra dangers of drugs for teenagers as they struggle to find 
their identity. 

As the crime is a separate or secondary story the signposting of the answer to a 
whodunit puzzle at just after the half way point may be missed, ignored or considered 
irrelevant by the reader. 

The story does not grab the reader by the throat because of the excitement but it leads 
one by the hand through the labyrinth that makes up the plot.   

The writing style and attention to dialogue is brilliant.  Unlike most crime stories 
where the unmasking of the villain is the climax of the tale this is a story where the 
enjoyment of the story is in the storytelling.  At first it seems that the ending is a bit 



soft and confusing but when put into the context of the several threads it does have an 
excitement and clarity. 

A brilliant book that is a classic. 

 

Manisha Natha  

A brilliant book. One of my favourites so far from Lindwood Barclays 
collection of books. I found the book very interesting.  It’s well written and keeps 
the reader wanting to read more.  This was one of a few books which I actually took 
out with me so that I could read it whenever and wherever I could. Definitely worth 
reading. 

 

Caroline Mathews   http://mrsmsmeanderings.wordpress.com/ 

Another page-turning thriller from the master of suspense - I devoured it 
in a couple of sittings!  

I've been a fan of Linwood Barclay since his first novel, and this latest one did not 
disappoint.   

The first chapter was very strong and really sucked me in.  As usual, he wrote in the 
first person, which works really well for his books, and I wondered if this one might be 
the first of a series, as the ending was definitely left open enough for this. 

A great story, maybe not quite up there with his best, but a page-turning thriller 
nonetheless, and certain to appeal to anybody who loves a pacy crime thriller. 

  

Joan Hill    

Linwood Barclay has once again hit the mark with this new thrilling 
crime novel. His characterisation, plot full of twists and turns and 
electrifying ending is sure to delight.  

When Private Investigator Cal Weaver gives Claire, a friend of his deceased son, a lift 
home one rainy night; a can of worms opens that turns his life upside-down. The girl 
that got into his car is not the same girl that leaves it in distress just moments and one 
stop later.  It sounds so fantastic, but it is the plain truth.  

 

When a body is found the next morning Cal realises he is in deep trouble and he 
resolves to find Claire so that his name can be cleared.  The next few days reveal truths 
so disturbing and surprising that Cal is totally rocked by them and by the ending of 
this taut crime story his life is changed forever.  He also discovers how his son, thought 
to have committed suicide really died, a discovery that puts his loss into context.  



This is the first novel I have read by Linwood Barclay and I’m most certainly going to 
read many more in the future. It was exciting, well written and a real page-turner. 
The characterisation was really skilled, the plot tight and interesting and the ending 
an explosive delight.  I thoroughly enjoyed it.  

 

Ray Orgill    

The strange case of the disappearing hitch hiker.  

From the moment that Cal Weaver agrees to give a lift to the young lady hitch hiker, it 
is obvious that trouble will follow.  Cal is a private eye, his wife is the sister of the local 
chief of police and their relationships are not cordial.  For his part the chief is at verbal 
war with the town mayor.  Into this febrile atmosphere murder is introduced and 
together with drugs, marital infidelity and police corruption this all leads to a fast 
moving and intriguing investigation. 

 

Rachel Bridgeman    

A new book by Linwood Barclay is always cause for celebration, unlike many authors 
with a formula (in that you know what you'll get from them), Barclay never falls back 
on cliché, he always keeps his mysteries/thrillers fresh. 

Immediately you are plunged into the story, a young girl hitchhiking asks for a lift 
from an unwilling local man, Cal Weaver.  He is reluctant, so many things could go 
wrong, but even an ex-cop and private detective like he is could not imagine just how 
badly wrong stopping for this girl, who knew his recently deceased son, could turn out. 

More than a mystery, this is a searing portrait of grieving parents, the secrets parents 
and children keep from each other, the dark past’s small towns keep so very well and 
abuse of power by the very people you are supposed to be able to trust.  To call 
Barclay a modern Hitchcock is not too bad a comparison, he emotionally 
involves you on exactly the same level. More please!!! 

 

 

Michelle Mckernan  

A brilliant book.  This will keep you hooked and guessing until the end.  
Don't assume you know what is going on because chances are you'll be 
wrong!  

Another brilliant book from Linwood Barclay. It was pacey, well-written and full of 
surprises. Just when I thought I knew what was going on I was fed a bit more 
information that made me realise I was wrong. The characters were real and 
intriguing. The plot was well thought out and although it had many elements to it, it 



wasn't overly complex or unbelievable.  The twists and turns were placed in just the 
right place and kept me wanting to read more and more each time.  It even got me out 
of bed one night just so I could finish it.  I think this is my favourite of Barclay's books 
so far.  

 

Marie Fitzgerald     

A multi layered thriller of how grief affects what people do with  
unpredictable endings. This is more about well defined psyches than the 
crimes.   

Cal Weaver is ex police turned private investigator who is dealing with the death of his 
son.  One rainy night he picks up a female hitchhiker who manages to switch with 
another girl during a service station stop, and both girls go missing.  Cal is caught up 
in an elaborate plan cooked up by the girls. Implausible as all this seems, the way that 
the story is told makes it believable.  I engaged with the characters immediately as 
Barclays details make them so next door neighbour-ish.  You never know what goes on 
behind closed doors!  

I found the subplot of grief the most interesting and the way in which it influenced the 
individuals within this American small town.  Up until the last 100 pages, the 
developments are slow.  I found this allowed me to understand more about the 
characters and plot; this is not a fast paced thriller.  

There are no happy resolutions and I could not predict the outcomes at all.  I was 
gripped and saddened until the last word!  

 

Glynis Elliott     

I was very excited when I received a copy of the new Linwood Barclay novel as I have 
been a fan of his for quite some time.  However, whilst enjoyable enough I didn´t 
feel that it had the suspense of his other novels.  At the start it had great 
promise the tap on the car window and the “no, no don´t let her in, you know it will 
lead to problems” then the disappearance of Claire in the restaurant/bar led you to 
want more and heightened the tension to fever pitch when the look alike runs from the 
car but after that it seemed to be drawn out in to the feud between the Mayor and the 
Police Chief and the “suicide” of Scott.  I do think the emotions of the parents were well 
drawn and I would commend the writer for this as it is very difficult to write about the 
loss of a child. 

Thank you once again Love Reading for the opportunity you have given me to read 
and review ‘A Tap On the Window’.  

 

Debbie Patrick      



What if the hitchhiker you picked up….isn’t the one you dropped off?  
What an excellent book yet again from Linwood Barclay. His books just 
keep on getting better & better.  I really enjoyed this book. 

Well written, with enough twists in the tale. You really want to know what’s 
happening as Cal Weaver investigates the circumstances following his picking up a 
hitchhiker, Claire Sanders, and the events that unravel following this. Rolled into the 
story is the death of his son Scott.  All is revealed during the reading of the book, but 
not perhaps as you thought it would.  

I cannot recommend this book enough.  I have enjoyed reading other novels written by 
Linwood Barclay but did not think his writing could get better but each book I read of 
his does.  Can’t wait for his next one. 

 

Julie Bertschin   

When we are introduced to Mr and Mrs Weaver, the parents of Scott who has recently 
fallen to his death after taking ecstasy, immediately we are drawn into their 
heartache.  As Mr Weaver accidentally becomes embroiled into the disappearance of a 
girl who knew Scott, the plot intensifies.  The police in this small American town are 
overbearing, the way they go about their duties intimidates and controls the people of 
the town.  As Mr Weaver goes about finding the missing girl, he discovers many 
secrets that people in the town have and how they all lead back to the abuses of power 
by the police, and one officer in particular who believes he is above the law and can 
manipulate those around him to help cover his tracks.   

The suspense builds deliciously in this powerful contemporary 
masterpiece, it blew me away.  A fantastically fast paced page-turner of a 
book; you will not be disappointed.  

 

 

 

Alison Jones    

Linwood Barclay deserves a pat on the back for ‘A Tap On The Window’.  
It’s another edge of your seat journey into deception, desperation and 
death.  Buckle up and sit tight for this one.  

Grieving Cal Weaver only gave the young hitch hiker a lift because she knew his dead 
son.  He soon regretted that decision when he became embroiled in deceit, lies and 
ultimately murder. The only way to extricate himself was to find the answers but the 
answers throw up doubts about his own sons death. 

This is another original thriller from Linwood Barclay that keeps you moving along at 
a fast pace until you reach a finale that leaves you breathless.  The storyline started 



out very strong and developed well helped along by good real feeling characters.  The 
plot was not over complicated but you still didn't see every twist coming and this was a 
definite plus for me.  Too many complications detract from the quality sometimes and 
this book avoided that trap. 

I enjoyed the story as told from Cal Weaver's perspective and I really was rooting for 
the guy from quite early on.  He felt real and imperfect and was central to the success 
of this book.  

Linwood Barclay gets better with each book he writes and I have no hesitation in 
recommending this thriller to lovers of the genre. 

 

Carol Attridge    

Bit of a slow starter but a great finisher!  

I was really looking forward to this book, the title intrigued me and the synopsis was 
compelling. But it was a bit of a slow starter for me. I seemed to be reading a lot of 
background story before I got to the stage of ‘I can’t put this book down’. 

But I did get to that stage; the second half of the book is compelling and full of twists 
and turns. It’s an easy read, with well formed characters and descriptive writing; I did 
enjoy it and would recommend it.  Perhaps I was expecting too much!? 

I really empathised with the main characters Cal and Donna, their difficulties where 
well written about and anchored me to the story. 

It’s full of characters, who all keep you guessing right up to the last chapter. Enough 
said! 

It’s my first Linwood Barclay book but it won’t be my last.  

 

 

Edel Waugh   

A thrilling story with a PI extraordinaire at the heart of it.  

This is one of those stories that grabs you and shakes you about until it has your full 
attention from the opening page. From beginning to the end the story really gripped 
me . The main character Cal Weaver is a PI and when going about his own business 
one night comes across a girl in the rain. This begins a series of events that really 
shake him up, with plenty of action, bad guys, mystery and suspense. Cal's family life 
comes into the story a lot and it is really touching, we get to see what makes him tick 
as a man and as a PI. The story at no point wains, the characters are interesting and 
very intriguing, making them very hard to leave. I was a fan of Linwood Barclay 



before reading this and this has just confirmed it again. This is a book to keep you up 
late at night. 

Follow Edel’s blog at http://edelwaugh.blogspot.ie/2013/08/a-tap-on-window-by-
linwood-barclay.html 

 

Francesca Ashurst   

As a long time fan of Linwood Barclay’s wonderful thrillers I was delighted to receive 
an advance copy of ‘A Tap on The Window’.  It’s a gripping, multi layered 
thriller which has more twists and turns than a rollercoaster.  

Private Investigator Cal Weaver lives in Griffon, a small town in upstate New York.  
It’s a town riddled with small town politics, a police force which operates according to 
its own rules, waging a vendetta against ‘incomers’ and young people.  A feud between 
the Police Chief and the Mayor provides additional complications.  

Weaver is a troubled man, grieving the recent death of his only son whilst trying to 
rescue his marriage and adjusting to life as an ex-cop.  Driving home one evening he 
stops to pick up a young girl, Claire, who taps on the window of his car to hitch a lift. 
He recognises the potential stupidity of his action but when she tells him that she 
remembers his son Scott, he believes that helping her might also help him to find out 
more about why Scott died.  

This small act of kindness provides the launch pad for all sorts of mayhem.  By the next 
day Weaver is being implicated in the disappearance of Claire and this prompts him to 
launch his own investigation in a desperate bid to prove his innocence.   

Barclay is a brilliant storyteller, his plotting is perfect and it really is impossible to 
predict what might happen next.  A really great read by an author who just 
gets better.  

 

Sally Doel    

Cal Weaver is a grieving father and Private Investigator.  He gives a teenage girl a lift 
one night because it turns out that she is an acquaintance of his dead son.  However, 
the girl he drops off is not the same girl he picked up.... 

The police come knocking on his door the next morning and inform him that the girl he 
gave a lift to has been found murdered.  He had known there was something strange 
going on when he realised that the girl who had got out of his car wasn't the girl who 
got in, but now finds himself in the position of wanting and needing to find out the 
answers to all the questions that are thrown up by the events of that night.  He has a 
personal mission to find out not only what/who caused the death of his own son by 
drugs two months previously and he feels a strong responsibility to investigate what 
has happened to the girl(s).   



This book draws you in from the first page - it keeps you drawn in all the way 
through - there's no 'let down' or anti-climax.  There are plenty of twists and turns and 
unexpected secrets.  There are plots and sub-plots and different strands to the story, 
which have subtle links and layers, which all add up to a great thriller!  I haven't 
read any books by Linwood Barclay before, will definitely be looking to 
read his other novels as soon as possible! 

 

Helen Sidebottom     

Page turner, could not put this book down. It was not what I was expecting at all, I 
thought from the title it was going to be a bit of a ghost story, I suppose it is in a way 
as the main character tries to find out what happened to his son. As the story unfolds it 
takes twists and turns and you never know quite who to trust.  A very modern 
crime thriller; well worth a read. I am definitely going to read some more 
novels by Linwood Barclay.  

 

Sallyann Spittle 

Suspense from the beginning, Barclay’s book is a pleasant surprise. The 
story starts out simply and it seems to be a straightforward suspense thriller but it 
gets complicated, and quickly. It soon becomes clear that there is a lot more to the 
perceived crime than it seems and you’re left wondering whether anyone in the small 
town of Griffon, just an hour from Buffalo, has all of their cards visible; everyone has 
something to hide.  

The protagonist is Private Investigator Cal Weaver, attempting to find out the full 
details of the death of his son, Scott, two months previously, when he innocently agrees 
to give a girl, the same age as Scott, a lift home. From that decision Cal gets pulled into 
the messiest crime in Griffon that, it seems, involves everyone in the town. However, 
Barclay doesn’t just give a narrative of Cal’s proceedings through the unravelling of 
the town’s secrets, but rather, here and there, are chapters narrated by a mysterious 
and suspicious person. There are clues and hunches along the way but by the 
conclusion you’re left reeling by the enormity of what has happened in this town. 

No stone is left unturned in this thriller and you’re thrown from one way 
to the next as trust is questioned and relationships threatened. It’s a story 
that will stay with you long after you turn the last page. 

  

Sarah Tilley  

Brilliant! A real page turner - could not put it down!  

I have not read anything before by Linwood Barclay, and this certainly 

will not be the last – loved it, loved it, loved it! 



 

The book is almost written in a drawl – it moves along nice and slowly, giving you 

time to try and pick up on any nuances and gently leading you in to who the killer may 

be.  A real whodunit, with plenty of red herrings sending you down other routes – I 

had to finish it almost as soon as I started, as I could not bear to leave it for a few days 

not knowing where it was going, and what the real mystery was. 

Very cleverly written, and plenty of twists and turns. I particularly liked the addition 

of the alternative story cropping up every few chapters. 

Considering that it is not a book that I would usually have picked to read, I thoroughly 

enjoyed it and am now considering switching to more murder/mystery style novels. 

Highly recommended! 

 

 

Reba Khatun 

Lovereading have done it again – picked another fabulous book. ‘A Tap on 

the Window’ is one of the best books I have read so far this year.   

Cal Weaver has lost his son through a tragic accident.  Scott, high on drugs fell off a 

building.  Cal has been trying to find out who the dealer who sold him the fatal drug is 

so when a girl tries to hitchhike a lift he refuses until she mentions she knew his son.  

After a stop at a service station he realises that the girl who got back in the car is not 

the same one he picked up.  When he confronts the look-alike she runs away.  The 

police soon knock on Cal’s door to say the teenager he picked up last night is now 

missing.  Cal starts his own investigation into the girl’s disappearance.   

This is a great book.  The main characters are likeable.  The storyline was interesting.  

The chapters are short and often end with a cliff-hanger.  I ended the book sobbing my 

heart out.  The author tied up all the loose ends which I really like in a good book.  This 

was my first Linwood Barclay book but I am so glad there are many more out there.   I 

can’t wait to read my next one. 


