
Lovereading Reader reviews of  
Stormbird by Conn Iggulden 
The first in the 'War of the Roses' Series 

 
 
 
Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members. 
 
 

 

Linda Rollins   

Fiction and fact are woven together to 
create this incredible tale that charts the 
early reign of Henry VI and the intrigue, 
drama and violence that surround him.  
First off, I have to say that this book was 
easy to follow which I can’t say is the case 
with every historical novel I’ve read. 

Characters, real and fictional together, are 
brought to life in colourful detail. Fighting 
and violence are shockingly gruesome, but 
in the midst of it all Conn Iggulden is able to 
reveal the humanity of the people through 
their hopes, dreams and fears. 

The book, the first in a series, provides a 
fascinating portrayal of life in the 15th 
century, from the smallest practical details 
to the wider political scene. It’s an exciting 
story packed full of fascinating 
historical insight that sweeps you up, 
carries you along and then leaves you 
eager for more. I really can’t wait to read 
more of this story and more of Conn 
Iggulden’s other work. It doesn’t surprise me that Iggulden is described as “one of the 
most successful authors of historical fiction writing today”. 

 

 

 

 



Caroline Mathews 

An interesting blend of historical fact and fiction, set during the turbulent 
1400s. 

Stormbird combines fact and fiction in an enjoyable and well written story.  

The book takes the reader through the loss of English-owned French territory, the 
marriage of Henry VI to Margaret of Anjou, Henry’s descent into mental illness, 
massive civil unrest and the plotting of Henry’s uncle, Richard of York to seize the 
crown.  

The author deals with a very complex and turbulent period in English 
history and shows different perspectives as we follow kings, dukes, courtiers, spies, 
archers and rebellion leaders in an exciting and very descriptive book.  

This book is probably not for the faint hearted, however - there are some pretty 
graphic, gory bits (as one would expect from this period in history, perhaps) 
throughout. 

 

Marion McCaffery 

Intrigue, treachery, medieval torture leads this book into 40 years of 
uprising in England all because of a weak King Henry VIh plus the 
marriage of Margaret of Anjou who is now known as a she-wolf.  

‘Stormbird’ is book one of the War of the Roses.  After the lion of England Henry V 
died, Henry VI the lamb of England came to the throne and he certainly was not a chip 
of the old block. This Henry was a pious, sickly king not the lion that his father was. 

The story leads into what was over 40 years of squabbling amongst the rich nobles of 
England and angry Englishmen being robbed of their homes in France who are told to 
leave their homes because of a truce between Henry VI and the French king as part of 
a broker deal so Henry can marry the French Margaret of Anjou who is 15. 

At one end you have William de la Pole and a fictional spymaster Derry Brewer trying 
to help the weak king and at the other end you have a Jack Cade leading the Kentish 
uprising led to a story of some real characters and some made up intertwining in a 
beautifully written story of intrigue, treachery, battles and torture. 

Conn Iggulden has written a page turner of a book and I cannot wait for Book Two. 
10/10  

 

Sue Broom 

Now that’s what I call historical fiction!  Terrific writing, fast-paced 
action, utterly credible characters and dialogue, and a wealth of 



information about the 15th century experience of life and death (though 
there was rather too much information for me about this aspect).  Well-timed 
publication in view of the current TV focus on the period. 

I could only feel sorry for Henry VI, so ill-suited to his role, and couldn’t help 
speculating as to how modern medicine would have managed his condition.  As the 
author says in his end-notes, Henry had more lucid phases than it would seem from 
this novel but not enough to make a real impact or save the country from civil war. 

A great book, the first of a series about the period.  Don’t miss it. 

 

Elisabeth Thomas 

War of the Roses: Stormbird is a thrilling mix of historical fact and 
historical fiction. Stormbird introduces the reader to the very origins of the 1st 
English Civil War which was to become known from Tudor times onwards as the War 
of the Roses. Although this could be a standalone book, it is the first book in a new War 
of the Roses. 

The book opens with the death of Edward III and clearly shows animosity between his 
remaining 4 surviving sons.  The book moves on 66 years to 1437; Henry VI from the 
House of Lancaster comes of age and ascends the throne of England. However 
Richard, Duke of York feels that Henry is weak and is not the person to see England 
through her troubled relationship with France and threat of revolt at home.  What will 
Richard, Duke of York make of Henry’s marriage to the King of France’s cousin 
Margaret of Anjou? Who will be the person who saves England? Will it be Henry or 
someone else?  

 This book gripped me from the start and I was surprised how much I 
enjoyed it given that I had no prior interest in this period of history.  I will 
definitely be reading the subsequent books in this series as Stormbird was 
so enjoyable.  We all know how the War of the Roses ended but this will definitely 
not does not distract from the enjoyment I got from reading Stormbird and the 
enjoyment I will most certainly get from reading future novels in this series. 

 

Sarah Musk 

If you love historical fiction with lots of fighting and intrigue then this is 
definitely the book for you.  It deals with a very colourful, complex, violent part of 
our history - namely the origins of the Wars of the Roses.  The facts and people are 
historically accurate but are interwoven with the lives and involvement of ordinary, 
unknown people who flesh out and give immediacy to all the various threads. 

The fighting in France, particularly the chase by the French Army of the retreating 
English and the night attack on London by Jack Cade's rabble army, are among the 
most exciting descriptions of war and rebellion I have ever read. 



The realism of the story is enhanced by the sadness of the deaths of some of the 
characters and especially the mental affliction of the King which was the main trigger 
for the outbreak of the Wars of the Roses. 

Conn Iggulden writes with a very sure understanding about fifteen 
century society and people.  Their lives were so insecure and at the mercy of 
powerful kings and lords who only cared about their lands and their personal armies. 

I really look forward to his next book in the series. I await with interest to see how the 
young queen - Margaret of Anjou -  develops and how she copes with her poor, weak 
husband. 

 

Dawn Shaw 

If you like Historical Fiction, you will love "Stormbird", the first book in a 
new series about the Wars of the Roses. 

Fiction yes. but as far as I know the historical facts are authentic,  I'm not a historian, 
and recommend going to the back of the book to read the historical notes. Or just read, 
and enjoy this as a great story, with plenty of interesting characters. Really great 
start to a new series, and highly recommended. 

 

Angie Rhodes 

Everyone knows about The War of the Roses, right? Wrong! Not the way Conn 
Iggulden tells it. Yes this is about the pious King Henry VI of England and his child 
bride who he married twice, Margaret of Anjou, and his struggle to rule as his father 
did. 
 
This telling is also about the people in the background, people like Derry Brewer the 
Royal Spy and Thomas Woodchurch, an archer who fought in 
The Siege of Halfleur, shooting arrow after arrow into the French soldiers. From the 
very first sentence I was whisked away, back in time, to a place where people lived in 
fear of being hung for stealing, a place and time where the wrong word could have you 
killed for treason. 
Conn writes in such a way you can breath, taste, and smell the land as it was, his 
characters, are not just one dimensional, they live and breath within the page. I was 
up, way past midnight, telling myself "just one more page" which turned into "ok, to 
the end of the chapter".  I was sat thinking "Don't let him die, don't let him get caught". 
You want an exciting read? This is it! I have never read any of Conn's 
novels before and was lucky to be picked to get an advanced reading copy 
to review.  Now all of Conn's novels are on my "to buy" list.  

Read The War of Roses:Stormbird, you wont be disappointed. 

 



Alan Brown 

At present there are a number of books expounding the role of powerful women in the 
Middle Ages around the time of the Wars of The Roses.  It was refreshing to read a 
book which dealt with the topic while keeping away from this perspective.  Yet the role 
of Margaret of Anjou as a powerful player is well described without any bias.  The 
same can be said about the weak king, King Henry VI and the manouevring nobles. 

Each chapter was exciting to read and the dialogue is well written and 
comes from the viewpoint of the average person not the aristocratic elite. 
The reader does not need to know the history of the Wars of The Roses to 
enjoy the book. 

Fact and fiction are seamlessly merged. Historical facts are used as a skeleton to give 
the story a structure.  The creation of the Derihew Brewer character is a masterstroke 
as it delivers continuity through the novel. This is needed as the chapters do not flow 
into each other often going off at a tangent.  The story is written at a pace that 
suggests there is more to come and there is the feeling that the author knows the 
outcome. 

However, this criticism aside, Stormbird is an exciting thriller and you can 
easily imagine that you are an onlooker at all the scenes.  This  increases 
the enjoyment of the read.  

Stormbird is the first historical fiction by Conn Iggulden that I have read.  I do not 
think it will be the last. 

 

Carole Donald 

This book starts before the Wars of the Roses with the marriage of Henry VI to 
Margaret of Anjou and is told mainly from the Lancastrian side.  The story is very 
well written and keeps you turning the pages. 
 

Maureen Evans 

Those who enjoy historical fiction, or just a rollicking good read, will love Conn 
Iggulden's latest novel, Stormbird, set in the time of King Henry VI and his Queen, 
Margaret of Anjou. In an attempt to keep peace with France the 15 year old Margaret 
is promised in marriage to the physically and mentally frail Henry, together with the 
return to France of Anjou and Maine, French territories captured by Henry's father, 
Henry V.  This meets with outrage on both sides of the English Channel; from those 
English settlers who had made these provinces their homes and would now lose their 
land and livelihoods and from those in England who wished for no return of conquered 
land to the French. 

 



Into this cauldron of dissent came the young Margaret, unwelcome at court by other 
descendants of King Edward III, who wished Henry to remain weak and childless to 
strengthen their and their families' claim to the throne of England.  However, the new 
Queen had powerful supporters and with increasing confidence and astuteness began 
to take control of both her husband and their court. 

Iggulden’s portrayal of his characters gives them a vitality that leaps off 
the page  and, although I wished to reach the novel’s conclusion to see how 
my favourites fared, at the same time I did not, as that would mean the 
resolution of a novel that had me enthralled from the start.  This is not the 
end, however, but rather just the beginning; the first volume of a series on The Wars of 
the Roses and I intend to be first in the queue to get the second! 

 

Jillian McFrederick 

Having failed GCSE History ( twice!) I find now that historical fiction is the only way I 
can begin to appreciate history. The fleshing out of the factual brings life to the past in 
a way no history book can for me, and Stormbird is a case in point.  

Conn Iggulden's skill at telling the story is accomplished. He describes 
English and French nobility with as much detail as he does the peasants at the other 
end of the social scale. The violence and cruelty  of the era are graphically dealt with in 
contrast to the finesse of the pomp and ceremony of the royal courts. He describes the 
intricacies of the manipulation at court which was commonplace at the time while at 
the same time widening our sights to the plight of the two countries, England and 
France. Historical facts become personalised and placed very believably against a 
backdrop of nobility and royalty.  

A great read for anyone who likes a cracking tale with a mix of 
knights,war, love and family - with the added bonus of being based on 
fact!  

I for one will be waiting to read the next instalment of this tale of The War of the Roses. 

 

Ian Johnston 

It starts with Edward III on his deathbed in 1377 with his sons gathered round him. 
The decendants of these sons would fight for the English throne eighty years later in a 
succesion of battles between the white rose of York and the red rose of Lancaster. 
Iggulden moves the action on to 1443 with England now ruled by Henry VI, the son of 
Agincourt hero Henry V. However Henry VI is not the strong warrior king his father 
was, in fact, he is exactly the opposite. Weak, ineffectual and anxious to make peace 
with France he spends most of his days in prayer. The book features his marriage to 
Margaret of Anjou, the feisty French princess who is strong as her husband is weak 
and the loss of the remaining French territories which coupled with high taxes at home 



leads to revolt led by Kentish working man, Jack Cade. In the background York nobles 
plot against the Lancaster King. 
 
As the first book of the series it sets the scene for the more spectacular 
battles to come, but is a reasonably paced, well written piece of historical 
fiction that we have come to expect from Iggulden. As the outcome is already 
known, the trick with historical fiction is to make the narrative interesting enough to 
hold the reader's attention. Iggulden suceeds in this and I wait with 
anticipation for the next instalment. 
 

Susan Walsh 

I loved this book .It is a thrilling read. 
 
It is one of my favourite era,s in History. 
 
The War of the Roses.... 
 
Live, breathe & totally immerse yourself in the lives of the characters. 
 
 Henry V1 a young King nothing more than a boy comes to the Throne on the death of 
his father. However the young Henry is easily led & most  of the decision making is 
made by his aids whom Henry trusts. In an effort to keep war with France from the 
English shores the young Henry marries the 15 year old Margaret of Anjou. He 
relinquishes parts of France back to the French King ..Charles. Upon hearing this the 
English who have made their homes in France are forced into bloody battle.......... 
 
10/10 simply wonderful. 
 
 
Debbie Patrick 
 
Never read anything by Conn Iggulden before although I have heard of him & seen 
others of his books around. 
 
This is a very well written & interesting book dealing with the events 
leading up to the Wars Of The Roses. 
 
I have been watching The White Queen on TV which is about the actual Wars Of The 
Roses but nothing was really mentioned about the lead up to it, so that has made this 
book even more interesting as it delves into the problems in the country that lead upto 
this time in history & why the wars started. 
 
I know it is Historical Fiction as in a lot of ways we can not be sure exactly what 
happened to who & what others were thinking at the time but as this is based on facts 
it makes the book more fascinating. It says that it is Book 1 of the series & I now cant 



wait for Book 2 to see how Conn Iggulden fleshes out the next set of characters from 
our countries history & how further situations changed the course of the UK’s history. 
 
Well recommended. 
 

Les Warinner 

This is my first Conn Iggulden Book, and I can't think why.  From Page 1 I was 
transported back in time and taken on a rollercoaster ride through 
history.  Love, hate, honour, deceit, bravery, cowardice, laced with a 
liberal dose of man's inhumanity to man are all here. 

The plot may have been set out for all in the history books, but my history lessons were 
never this exciting.  The reader is a fly on some frankly unpleasant walls, but the story 
is all the more alive for that.  The characters are all believable, but this is not a story 
where everyone gets their just desserts. 

I hope that the author is a fast writer, because I can't wait for the next 
instalment! 

 

Lindsey Whittle 

The marriage of Margaret of Anjou to Henry VI of England, in return for ending 
England’s claims to Anjou and Maine, was supposed to provide peace for many years.  
Unfortunately, in allowing the French forces to re-occupy Anjou and Maine, it also 
offered up as collateral damage the English soldiers who had settled on farms in those 
areas, along with their families.  The survivors fled back to England, landless, jobless 
and penniless, many with a deep anger against the king and the aristocracy who had 
betrayed them. 

One strand of the story shows Margaret’s development from teenaged pawn into a 
strong, politically wily queen in the rival factions at Court.  Henry was not just a weak 
king; he seems to have suffered from mental/emotional breakdowns, becoming 
catatonic at times.   

Another strand is a pair of English archers, who managed to fight their way from the 
ruins of their lives in France back to England, and their eventual involvement in the 
rebellion of the Kentish men, led by Jack Cade. 

It’s a hefty book, at over 500 pages, but it is action led, and I found the momentum kept 
me involved, wanting to know how it would develop and caring for the fate of the 
characters.  I felt immersed in the period, and the motivations and actions 
made sense in context.  Altogether a very enjoyable read, and I look 
forward to the rest of the series. 

 



Suzanne James 

I knew the broad brushstrokes of this period of history but the recent BBC adaptation 
had rekindled my interest and I looked forward to understanding what led up to the 
events of the series. 
 
Stormbird didn't let me down and what I particularly enjoyed was getting the 
perspective of not only the leading historical figures but the experiences of those more 
directly involved in the conflicts - the soldiers and revolutionaries.   I found the 
novel had a lot more depth because of this.  The battle scenes were 
particularly well-written - conjuring up very vivid images.  
 
Knowing how history played out was not at all detrimental to reading this - I look 
forward to the next instalments. 
 
 
Kath Martin 
 
This is the first time I have read one of Conn Iggulden's books, possibly because the 
one's I've looked at have been about historical periods which didn't interest me.  
However, being familiar with the Wars of the Roses although, I admit, mainly through 
the reading of Philippa Gregory, I was looking forward to getting my teeth into this 
'big' book.  It took me a little time to get used to the different style of writing, but then 
found I couldn't put it down.  It's definitely a  boys book!  Lots of fighting and 
blood and guts!  To my surprise, I found that even though I already knew 
how the story ended, I was galloping through the book to find out what 
happened next.  An historical page-turner!  I'm looking forward to the next 
instalment.   
 
 
Cherrill Deans  
 
As a work of historical fiction, I found this book entertaining and 
enlightening.  The style and flow is easy going, and I learned more about 
what the War of the Roses was all about, and why it happened.  Following 
on from the TV series “The White Queen”, this work helped me understand some of 
what had passed me by about who was who and where the loyalties lay, and I 
appreciated the Historical Notes at the back explaining what was fact and what was 
fiction. 
 
The work contrasts with that of Kate Moss (Labyrinth, The Citadel), who I would 
consider historian first and writer a close second, and Conn Iggulden as a writer 
foremost, but one who certainly has all his historical facts straight with great depth of 
knowledge.  Its close, but the styles are quite different. 
 
The story is packed with detail and the characters really came to life.   



The author clearly has a detailed knowledge of the life of an English Archer, and how 
the training and practise required becoming a successful one shapes and defines the 
man himself. 
 
The work is highly imaginative and a cracking good read. 
 
 

Fiona Maclean 
 
The plot is intriguing and the pace well managed, but there was something about this 
book that irritated me.  Just a little too colloquial and chatty at times, I think perhaps 
it was that the interesting contrast between the perspective of common man and of 
nobility was lost in language.  At times it seems inappropriate and aiming for cheap 
bucks (Yolanda of Anjou’s fascination with swearing), at times just awkward.  
‘Thow yourself on the king’s mercy.  Give me time, you stupid sod!’  
 
The guards gaped at him as Derry panted and then repeated himself over and over. 
The other issue which grated for me was that of time.  It is a fascinating story for all 
that and Iggulden does apologise for compressing the timescales, but I got no sense 
that the events occurred over an eight year period until I checked the history books.  
For me, it’s too much.   
 
This is a book that will appeal to those who love battle stories and wars.  It 
is in those sections that Iggulden is at his strongest, with plenty of vivid 
descriptions and gory detail.  For me, it lacks the detail and the courtly 
formality I prefer in Historic novels. 
 
 
Gill Wilmott 
 
How long will this series be? Stormbird is designated “Book One” and I 
sincerely hope there will be many more!  
 
I know little about this era of English history and was truly grateful for the “Royal 
Lines of England” diagram at the beginning of the book, explaining clearly the 
complicated family, and successions, of Edward III. Although this book is about the 
reign of Henry VI, a descendant of Edward’s third son John of Gaunt,  the plot involves 
other branches of the family.   
 
Conn Iggulden is an excellent storyteller and his description of events, and 
especially characters, make it easy to identify with their triumphs and 
disasters.  There are excellent descriptions of London in the 1400’s too - the old 
London bridge, the filth, the narrow labyrinthine streets.  
 
The violence of the times is also portrayed well, too well at times.  Life was obviously 
held cheap, but I wasn’t happy to read over half a chapter describing a poor soul’s 
torture which ended in him being flayed alive , especially just before going to bed ! 



However the whole episode did illustrate well how easily in those times  a disastrous 
change of circumstances could come about if you became an encumbrance to someone 
of influence ! 
 
As history is continuous there often seems difficulty in ending a historical novel 
satisfactorily, and in that respect I was a little disappointed in this one. However that 
does mean I await, with eager anticipation, Conn finishing Book Two! 
 
 
Carole Tuckett 
 
Another first rate book from Conn Iggulden. He has brought fact and fiction 
together with his usual flair. Intrigue at court and unrest of the common man makes 
for a book I didn't want to put down. Cannot wait for book two. 
 
 
James Ryall  
 
I was a big fan of Iggulden's Emperor and Conqueror series and was really looking 
forward to reading his new saga.  Particularly, as it is a period I know very little 
about and one of the joys of historical fiction is learning something new. I can't 
comment on the historical accuracy, but as with his previous novels Iggulden is a 
master of painting pictures from the past. Fans will not be disappointed. 
 
‘Stormbird’ is a complex tale and there are far too many characters involved for it to 
be anything but a lengthy read.  Iggulden does well not to over complicate the story 
and keep the momentum going. It is however not the sort of book you can follow after 
a few hearty glasses of red!! His most challenging novel so far. 
 
To conclude, a must read for any fans of Iggulden's previous historical 
works.  
 
 
Ruth Paterson  
 
‘Stormbird’, is the first part of what promises to be a compelling trilogy set 
during the Wars of the Roses.  It begins with the death of King Edward III and 
moves forward to the action of 1443, 66 years later, when unrest is beginning 
regarding the fitness of King Henry VI to reign. 
  
The chapters concentrate on Margaret of Anjou, both as a girl and as wife of Henry 
VI; the King’s Spymaster Derry Brewer; William, Duke of Suffolk; Richard, Duke of 
York and two rebels Jack Cade and Woodchurch.   It was a time where women, like 
Margaret, had so much pressure to marry well and give birth to a male heir. Where 
rich and poor men had to be soldiers and diplomats and land rights were doubtful 
depending on battles and alliances.  Under these circumstances, actions were taken 
that to us may seem cruel or wrong but each had motives that can be understood, well 



most anyway!  The narrative successfully weaves storylines that occurred in 
history with fictional ones. Some characters are completely fictional but are 
believably portrayed. 
 
The book fascinated me, renewing my interest in the era.  It caused me to spend some 
time clarifying the family tree to discover how interlinked all the families were.   I tend 
not to read Historical fiction because I will go off on a research tangent in the middle 
of enjoying a book!   However, since reading this, I will be reading more in future, and 
look forward to the next part of the trilogy. 
 
You can follow Ruth on twitter:  ruth_pat 
 
 
Evelyn Barrett  
 
A compelling insight into a remote but defining era in our history, 
revealed through the experiences of the people who endured them.  
 
The last time I read anything about the Wars of the Roses was at school, and then it 
was all about dates and battles and winners.  Conn Iggulden’s ‘Stormbird’ is about 
people. His characters come to life as we see events unfold through their eyes. A remote 
but defining era becomes real and compelling.  
 
We are introduced to Margaret of Anjou, effectively sold off for a parcel of land. Derry 
Brewer manipulates everything and everybody. William de la Pole and Jack Cade, one 
a nobleman, the other a peasant, both are sacrificial lambs.  The fates of all the 
characters become our concern. 
 
Iggulden interweaves real historical figures and those who might have been with such 
skill that we can’t tell fact from fiction.  The battle scenes are so well drawn that we are 
there, holding our breath, hearts pounding and awaiting the final onslaught. 
This is history as it should be written – engaging, exciting and sometimes 
heartrendingly tragic, just as it happened. I suspect that when the series is complete, 
I’ll start at the beginning and read them all over again.  In the meantime I eagerly 
await the next installment. 
   
 
Cyllene Griffiths  
 
L.P. Hartley once wrote: “The Past is a foreign country, they do things differently 
there”, but people don’t change: they still want somewhere warm and dry to sleep, 
something to eat and someone to love. Conn Iggulden has taken one of the most 
important parts of British history and made it come alive with real and believable 
characters. This is so important when history is often perceived as dry and boring. 
 
 I am not usually a fan of historical novels but this one is so beautifully 
written and characterised, that it has renewed my interest in this period.  



The peaceful, but weak and sickly King Henry and his young, courageous, French wife, 
Margaret are the pivotal characters of this novel which explains the start of the Wars 
of The Roses and some of the most interesting stories in history. Warring earls and 
lords fight for control of the King and eventually for the throne itself, with the 
delightfully dislikeable Richard, Duke of York and his Neville supporters sparring 
politically with the loyal supporters of the crown.  But the political wrangling is 
tempered with a generous understanding into how a young fifteen year old French girl 
copes with moving to England to marry a man she has never seen. How hard working 
men react when they lose the lands they were given by offering their lives to fight for 
their King. And the realistic portrayal of a Medieval London, streets filled with slops 
(and worse) and a community which, from the richest and most powerful, to the 
lowest and poorest will fight to survive and defend itself. 
  
  
Magda North  
 
Loved it.  I wouldn't normally choose historical fiction, but I'm so glad I 
did.   
 
Conn Iggulden’s strength is his riveting storytelling. He weaves in and out of the 
perspectives of Margaret of Anjou and Henry VI, the king's advisors Lord Suffolk and 
Derry Brewer as well as the rebels Thomas Woodchurch and Jack Cade to create a tale 
that you can't put down. It’s a credit to the writing that ‘Stormbird’ doesn’t feel 
weighed down by history, but reads as its own story.  Iggulden clearly admires 
archers of this time and does a great job to bring to life the skill involved in handling a 
bow, and the fear of the French on the receiving end. If you're looking for a book that 
re-creates the dialogue of the day though, this isn't it. He doesn’t get bogged down into 
'thees' and 'thous', which for me, meant I could enjoy the story more. Really looking 
forward to the next two books in the trilogy.   
 
 
Vanessa Wild 
 
Combining fact with fiction, this is the first in an exciting new trilogy 
about the Wars of the Roses, telling the story right from the very beginning.  In 
‘Stormbird’ Henry VI marries Margaret of Anjou to try to form a truce between 
England and France.  As in all great tales, this goes horribly wrong and mayhem 
occurs. 
 
Although I do think this is basically a book for the boys, I still found it an engrossing 
and engaging read.  It is full of adventure, action, battles and espionage with 
a smattering of romance.  I have to admit that the battle and rioting scenes did 
seem to be never ending at times but I thoroughly enjoyed it nevertheless. 
 
It's well written and researched with some great characterisation.  The characters are 
vividly depicted and came alive for me.  The writing is descriptive and the story 
entertaining.  I thought the author did a fantastic job at filling in the gaps.  My 



favourite character is Derry Brewer.  Although he is fictional, he seemed very real to 
me! 
 
I look forward to reading part two in this fascinating new series. 
 
You can follow Vanessa’a blog at: www.historicalfictiononline.com/forums/index.php 
 
 
Sarah Harper   
 
I am truly amazed at how much I enjoyed this book and I'm happy that 
this exceptional story has converted me to a lover of historical novels.  I 
will certainly be seeking out more of Conn's books.  
 
Having never read or even watched very much historical fiction, I had no idea how I 
was going to get on with ‘Wars of the Roses: Stormbird’.  I certainly approached it 
with a certain degree of trepidation and found myself referring back to the family tree 
fairly often during the opening chapters in order to establish who was who and how 
the characters were related.  Having said that, the story very quickly pulled me in and 
from that point there was no going back.  This is an exceptionally well written novel.  
The danger and subterfuge are palpable and I could almost feel the accumulated filth 
of the London streets suck at my feet.  The characters and dialogue are so well formed 
that you feel as if you are watching the scenes in your mind.  I particularly liked the 
strength of the young Queen Margaret, the crafty scheming of Derry Brewer and the 
solidity of Thomas Woodchurch. 
 
I am truly amazed at how much I enjoyed this book and am eager to read the rest of 
the Wars of the Roses series as soon as I can.  I'm happy to say that this exceptional 
story has converted me to a lover of historical novels and I will certainly be seeking out 
more of Conn Iggulden's books in the future. 
  
 
Shelley Fallows    
 
This is a wonderful piece of historical fiction, bringing to life a period of 
darkness, war, terror and violence.   ‘Stormbird’ is the first of three novels set 
during the Wars of the Roses.  It is gripping from the start and I found myself sailing 
through the novel.  
  
Conn Iggulden has a talent for bringing to life people and a way of life that we can 
only imagine.  We know that this period in history was dark and violent but Conn 
manages to portray it without gratuitous violence.  He also balances the violence with 
moments of sensitivity such as a young queen wanting to protect the husband she has 
been forced to marry. 
 



 As someone who is usually drawn to novels of a later period I was surprised that I 
enjoyed it so much.  Conn has drawn me in and I can’t wait to read the rest of the 
series. 
  
 
Janette Tompkins    
 
My initial feeling was one of deep disappointment, what a missed opportunity for 
writing something very special.  
  
The 15th Century was a time of war, bloodshed, turmoil and unbelievable cruelty and 
the Yorkists and Lancastrians were truly men of the time. In Cheshire there is a tiny 
hidden away Hamlet called Shotwick where in the porch of its Norman Church are 
deep grooves where long dead men sharpened their arrows after a Sunday church 
service before archery as decreed by Edward III, my God the feeling of wonder 
and awe at the meeting of past and present is magical but there is no sense 
of history within this book.  
  
The characters read like cardboard cutouts rather than real people, they are so flat 
and lifeless which makes the reader think 'who cares what happens to them' and as for 
the uncharismatic Derry Brewer, the name puts me in mind of a flat roof specialist. A 
peasant and an ex-archer it is really stretching the imagination to think he would have 
been capable of brokering peace and marriage deals for Henry VI.  The lords would 
not have countenanced such a man and as for being pally with William De La Pole and 
tete a tete with Margaret of Anjou, where were her ladies in waiting for goodness sake.  
  
I just did not find this book satisfying because it failed to capture my imagination.  
  
  
Barbara Middlemast-Neal 
 
I enjoy historical novels and the insight they give into the past. Sadly, this 
was not a book I enjoyed. 
 
Scenes of murder and torture are liberally distributed throughout the text, in 
gruesome, gratuitous detail. If it is to illustrate the bloodthirstiness of the times, the 
specifics are unnecessary. I found the sentence structure and vocabulary simplistic and 
not what I would expect of a novel aimed at an adult audience. 
 
To me, the author seems to be trying to make his main protagonist, Derry Brewer 
(King Henry VI’s spymaster), into a man the ilk of Hilary Mantel’s Thomas Cromwell 
(of “Wolf Hall” and “Bring up the Bodies”); he does not succeed. Mantel's Cromwell is a 
sympathetic, well-fleshed, three-dimensional character; Brewer is not. 
 
This, to me, was a horrible read, unredeemed by the author’s research into this 
fascinating period in British history. 
 



John  Larkins  
 
As always Conn Igguilden books provide exciting action and a feel for the 
period.  
 
As in other books such as those of Genghis the other provides a convincing and 
believable idea of the period. The actions and the seemingly necessary work because of 
a weak and possibly mentally ill Henry VI which lead to instability in England.  These 
ideas are covered by the author thoroughly perhaps too much as the early part of the 
book is slowed  down by elaborating the marriage and the subsequent loss of English 
territories and the failed truce which meant that the English settlers were harried out 
of France.  There seemed to be too much words and it to introduce the main characters 
such as Derry Brewer and the typical English longbowman of legend Thomas 
Woodchurch. 
 
The character of Margaret of Anjou was convincing but she seemed to grow perhaps a 
little too quickly under Brewer's influence especially during the Case rebellion.  I 
enjoyed the battle for London in the latter part of the book which was exciting but 
again could be overlong. The pardon of the rebels seemed unconvincing even though I 
know it did happen! But it wasn't made clear and that and Case's demands were the 
final reasons why the nobility would feel confident enough to overthrow the King and 
start the War of the Roses. 
 
So in conclusion although I enjoyed this book I felt it was like a history primer before 
we start the War. 
 
 
Tracey Poulter  

Conn Iggulden has made history come to life with believable, interesting 

characters – I can’t wait for the next book in the series!  

‘Stormbird’ is the first in a trilogy of books about the Wars of the Roses in which Conn 

Iggulden effortlessly weaves known facts with fiction. The story is easy to follow even 

if, like me, you have only a passing knowledge of this period of history. 

Henry V, the famous warrior king, is long dead and his son, Henry VI, is a very 

different character. He marries 14 year old Margaret of Anjou and agrees to a truce 

with the French in an attempt to hold on to some of the English lands in France. This 

uneasy truce does not last and English nobleman take arms in protest at the loss of 

their land. The author cleverly shows the reality of war by focusing on individuals, 

bringing to life some of the conditions, confusion and life changing moments both in 

France and in London, when the rebels actually reach the Tower of London. Richard of 

York, meanwhile, is working behind the scenes to take advantage of the weak king and 

his own ambition for the throne is clear. 



This is history brought to life with kings and noblemen made human. I can’t wait for 

the next book in the series! 

 

Richard Hamlin 

If you like your history and a good read, this is the book for you.  Conn Iggulden has 

taken one of the most fascinating periods of English history and used it to give us a 

riveting read full of early medieval power struggles, warfare and vivid 

characterisation. 

The anomaly of the Wars of the Roses is that they are world famous and yet many 

people don’t actually know the facts behind them.  The bitter rivalries between the 

Houses of York and Lancaster and the subsequent battling for the throne of England is 

accepted at one of the most fraught times in the royal line, but the detail behind it is 

often overlooked.  ‘Stormbird’ is therefore a fantastic opportunity to acquaint yourself 

with how bloodline of Edward III dissolved into a bloody and vengeful struggle for the 

crown. 

Conn Iggulden is no newcomer to historical fiction and he treats the subject with safe 

hands, weaving fictional personal stories – notably that of Henry VI’s engaging 

Spymaster Derry Brewer – around a loyal retelling of the actual events of the period.  

He does appear to carry more sympathy for the red rose over the white, and it is to be 

expected that embellishments have been made to assist with certain scenes and 

subplots.  Timelines have also been condensed to allow the novel to flow.  In the main 

however, Iggulden has produced a true account of the period of the mid 15th 

Century, “dramatised” into a captivating novel. 

  


