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Molly Hudson 

I really enjoyed this book found the 
characters fun and interesting and 
liked the cultural aspect of the book. 
I enjoyed learning a bit about 
Japanese life and history.  

15 year old Mio is a typical teenager, she 
has a mum who is understanding and a 
dad who seems to expect more from her 
and I feel is a bit disappointed in her as she 
doesn't quite live up to his high 
expectations. . Her parents are going away 
on a short trip and Mio and her best friend 
Jack (short for Jaqueline) are going to a 
fancy dress party and Mio feels that to 
finish off her costume as a anime warrior 
she has to have the sword (or katana) that 
her grandfather left in her attic. Mio is 
drawn to the sword and can't quite 
understand why she feels a strange longing 
for it if feels alive.... All becomes clear soon 
after she picks it up. This is a fantasy book 
but also a love story and with lots of action, scary creatures and parallel worlds 
to boot. I think it would make a great film. Overall it was an exciting read and I 
can't wait for book 2! Definitely 10 out of 10! 

 

Carla McGuigan, age 13 

This is my first time reading a novel by Zoë Marriott. 

When fifteen-year-old Mio steals her grandfathers Katana (a Japanese sword) 
she awakens a great evil and frees a boy who has been trapped in the sword for 
five hundred years.   Mio is soon stalked by the Nekomata; a creature that can 
take a man or woman’s form, once they have drank some of their blood. They 



can then pray on that persons loved ones. It’s now up to Mio, Jack and Shinobu 
to stop it. But can Mio learn to control the Katana’s powers before it’s too late, 
and if she should not succeed she’ll not only lose her own life… but the love of a 
lifetime. 

Without giving the story away the ending is a series of surprises, twists and 
turns.  I was amazed at the outcome. It just blew me away!!!Wow! 

 I found this novel to be one of the most amazing books ever. It was 
romantic, adventurous, mysterious, interesting and it was just 
absolutely brilliant. I would strongly recommend this book to girls 
my age. 

 

   

James Smart 

The Night Itself is an amazing book with a slow beginning with a sharp 

incline in the plot toward the end. This kind of book is not normally what I 

read, I normally read horrors and sci-fi, though I still found it interesting, 

although it may look like a girls book because of the cover I thing weather or not 

you are a boy or a girl it is still very good.   When the main character Mio steals 

an ancient katana with the soul of a warrior trapped in after he was killed. She 

awakes an older being of evil when she takes the sword. This creature called the 

Nekomatar which ones it has feed on a human can take their shape and absorb 

there memories. When the creature takes her best friend big sister and tries to 

ransom her off for the legendary sword. Can’t wait for book two of The Name of 

the Blade series.  

 

Ciara Gallagher 

Personally I really thoroughly enjoyed this book it had piles of action 
in it and that is what I enjoy.  I would strongly recommend this book 
to ages 12-15 there is really only one word that can some this book up 
which is AMAZING! Here is a hint about what goes on in the book 

When fifteen year old Mio Yamato furtively sneaks the katana - an ancestral 
Japanese sword - out of its hiding place in her parent's attic to help liven up her 
Christmas party costume, she has no idea of the darkness she is about to 
unleash on modern day London, or the family secrets that she is going to 
uncover. The paralysing paranoia that descends on her before she gets to her 
friend's party is her first clue. The vivid and terrifying visions that nearly gets 
her killed are a pretty good warning too.  



Alice D'Angelo, age 14 

For 500 years, the Yamato family has kept a powerful katana safe, kept it 
secret; passing it from one heir’s care to another.  But this about to change. The 
sword has been calling 15 year old Mio Yamato- begging her- to try and release 
it from the attic. 

When she was 10, her grandfather told her that she couldn’t even see the sword 
alone again before she is 16 because dangerous people were searching for the 
sword.  Bbut when he dies, there is no-one to stop her from taking the sword to 
a Christmas party as part of her costume. 

Instead of finally ridding her of nightmares, she finds she has unleashed more 
than what is in her nightmares, and this time it is real. 

This story was so gripping once I started reading I ended up reading 
it all the time because I was so intrigued to find out what happened 
next.  I can’t wait until the next two in the trilogy are released!  The Night Itself 
is another amazing story by Zoë Marriott, and I hope you enjoy reading it too! 

 

 

Realm of Fiction  

www.realmoffiction.blogspot.com 

While not as gripping as might be expected, Zoe Marriott’s ‘The Night 
Itself’ draws together some interesting magical concepts and takes 
them to a modern-day London.  The fantasy elements are crafted with a 
touch of Japanese culture – featuring everything from powerful katanas, 
demonic cat-like creatures and ancient spirit foxes – giving ‘The Night Itself’ 
some easily appreciated originality.  The storytelling itself, however, is not quite 
as compelling, and this can be easily blamed on the poorly developed 
characters.   

The modern setting gives us a present-day protagonist in Mio Yamato, the girl 
responsible for unleashing the hidden horrors of the Underworld onto the 
streets of London. Mio reads more like an 11-year-old than a teenager, and best 
friend Jack is typically loud and buoyant.  The personalities here feel somewhat 
rigid, almost false, making it hugely challenging to fully invest in the story. This 
is only strengthened by the rapidly paced and unrealistic romance. The 
chemistry between Shinobu (a key character and love interest) and Mio is 
disappointingly unbelievable, making much of the romantic plot feel completely 
unnecessary.  

Despite that, Marriott’s imagination shines through particularly well during the 
latter half of the story (not surprisingly, this is when we temporarily leave 
London behind) and serves as a slight reward for continuing with the book. 



While that is perhaps enough to prevent ‘The Night Itself’ from being a complete 
waste of time, it’s quite unlikely that I’ll choose to pick up the sequel.  

 

 

 


