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The Queen Must Die: Chronicles of the Tempus  

By K.A.S. Quinn 

 

Below are the complete reviews, written by Lovereading members.  

 

Hannah Parsons, age 10.  

This is a very thrilling story, that I would 

recommend to all my friends. It is full of fun 

from the beginning to the end, with its ups and 

downs of mystery.  

I could never put it down, but there were a few 

bits of the story that I didn't understand. 

I would call it a mystery and an adventure 

because the characters go on adventures to 

work out the mystery. 

The main character is called Katie and you 

find out, in the prologue, that she keeps on 

having visions of people. This story is amazing 

so pick it up and start reading it now! 

 

Freya Moore 

"This book is about a girl called Katie from 

New York who gets taken back in time to the Victorian period and has to stop a plot to kill 

the queen. She becomes friends with Princess Alice, one of the queen's daughters, and the 

son of the royal doctor.  

Though quite clever for their age, their attempts to send Katie back to her own time are 

not successful and it is only when they acquire the help of the mysterious Bernardo 

DuQuelle that they start to understand what is going on in the palace.  

Some of the book is based on fact, as Queen Victoria did have a daughter called Princess 

Alice and there are other characters in the story who really did exist.  

I really liked Katie, who is determined to get home and takes many risks to save the 

queen. This book is a very enjoyable and truly gripping story." 

 

Katie Humphreys 

This book was amazing because it was completely gripping and so well written. 



My favourite part of the book was when Katie was brave enough to jump into the 

freezing River at night to save James ‘O’ Reillys little brother Riordan who had been 

kidnapped by three mysterious men.  

My favourite characters were Katie Berger-Jones-burg and Princess Alice because they 

both got on really well, Alice was very stern, and Katie was very brave and respectful , 

there wasn't a part of the book I didn't like.  

This is one of the best books I have ever read.  I think this historical book would be most 

suited by 9+ children. 

  

Sam Berson Films  

I really enjoyed reading this book. I decided that I would read it twice as there was a big 

ending, which was very well written. The storyline was slightly vague to start off with 

but all the characters roles and personalities are all very well described. There was 

however a slight anti-climax towards to middle of the book. Overall though, I enjoyed 

this book.  

 

Maria Murray age 12 School St Colm’s High School  

I have to say The Queen Must Die is one of the best books I have ever read. 

The book begins with Katie Berger-Jones-Burg. Who lives with her selfish mother Mimi? 

The only thing she enjoys is reading, so one day she is reading next thing she knows she’s 

fallen in to her book. She’s gone back in time100 years earlier. 

The book is so intriguing to see what happened next as each chapter is full of different 

adventures. Some of the adventures are robberies, kidnapping, assassination attempts 

and why Katie has travelled back in time. 

The main characters are Katie, Princess Alice and James O’Reilly who are really good. 

My favourite character is Katie as she is very funny and couldn’t get her head around 

everything worked as she was in a different time period. 

Its got long chapters, which I don’t mind but I would prefer if it had more chapters but 

less pages in a chapter. To me it was confusing about why Katie back in tame, but I think 

there might be another book coming out so maybe I will learn it in that book.  

 

Emily Clowes 

"The Queen Must Die is an adventurous, journey taking, catchy book that grabs you right 

at the beginning and doesn't drop you until the very end, ready to throw you over to the 

sequel." 

 

 

 



Annie Mc Cullagh  age 13 St. Colm’s High School Northern Ireland 

This is my first time reading one of K.A.S Quinn’s book, and I have to say it was a really 

good book. 

This book begins with Katie Berger-Jones-Berg. She lives in New York with her selfish 

mother Mimi who keeps marrying and having boyfriends.  

Katie loves reading, she always reads under her bed. While reading this certain letter she 

falls into her book and ends up time traveling back a hundred years ago. She ends up in a 

royal  household, where she meets a girl Alice, who is the princess. Katie and Alice start 

to get friendly. They also become friends  with Alice’s doctor’s son Jamie. Katie was also a 

bit funny because it took her a while to understand what it was like to live in the olden 

days.  Alice was smart but she could never concentrate. When little Riordan was 

kidnapped it made me anxious. And I felt sorry for Alice’s brother Leopold who had a 

blood disease, and could not get out of his bed.  

This book was very interesting, and was hard to put down. I would recommend this to 

both girls and boys my age.  

 

Izzy Read  

Katie Berger-Jones-Burg is an ordinary girl. Go’s to school every day, has a useless 

mum, is always alone at school. Well, that is until she time travels into the Victorian era. 

After traveling back in time, she meets Princess Alice and Servant boy, James. While 

trying to find her way into her own centaury, she makes an amazing friendship… 

This book had so much energy behind it, taking you into the Victorian era with Katie, 

exploring the past.  Katie seemed of full of life, throwing herself at every challenge that 

came her way.  This outgoing read will have you enchanted for hours with its mystery 

and adventure. I’d recommend anyone and everyone to read this book! 

 

Emma Baird age 10 

I was really looking forward to reading ‘The Queen Must Die’ and it definitely lived up to 

my expectations. 

‘The Queen Must Die’ is about a young teenager from the 21st century named Katie.  

Katie secretly loves books and when she is reading one she accidently travels through 

time to the Victorian era. But is she really there by accident or is there a purpose? 

Katie is trying to find this out with the help of Queen Victoria’s daughter Alice and the 

doctor’s son James.  Katie faces lots of challenges but little does she know how dangerous 

is the situation she is in...  

I really like this book because it’s full of wonderful imagination. My favourite character is 

Princess Alice because she is so sensible and determined (and because I couldn’t stand 

living in Victorian times but I would love to be royal!)  



I really liked this book because it feels like you’re actually there and I felt scared and glad 

when people in the story did. I would definitely recommend it and I will look out for more 

of K A S Quinn’s books.  

 

Jasmine Randall, 11 

 

It was unputdownable. I loved the excitement of the plot, the suspense and the way you 

really were given a feel of Victorian Britain. Even though I was on an exciting activity 

holiday, I could hardly stop reading. I am very excited to read the sequel and can't wait 

until it comes out. This book would appeal more to girls who enjoy time traveling books. 

It was an intriguing plot with many different twists all linking together. 

 

Shannon Mitchell 

I loved this book! It was full of mystery and action. It blended the past and modern day 

perfectly 

This book is mainly about a girl who had kept on seeing visions and one day she was 

reading a letter from the past she fell asleep and is transported through time! Her name 

was Katie burger-Jones-burg who is one of three children who is a templus which means 

she has a gift to fly through time. When she arrives in 1819 she wakes up under a sofa 

and staring at her is a girl who is called princess Alice and at first she thinks Katie is an 

assassin come to kill her mother Queen Victoria but she soon finds out different, the 

become close friends and they go through lots of times together. 

And last but certainly not least there is Jamie or James as he likes to be known as at first 

he seems quite frosty and suspicious of Katie but as he gets to know her he likes her more 

and more and near the end of the book you could almost say they love each other. They 

go through many scraps together. 

 Over all I think this was an amazing book full of mystery history and adventure and I 

can’t wait for the second book to come out! 

 

Natalie, 12 

I would recommend this book to children 12+ or very confident readers that like fiction 

and action novels. This book is about a girl that time travels to the Victorian time at the 

reign of Queen Victoria. She explores the walls of Buckingham Palace when she is spotted 

by the Queen’s daughter princess Alice. Alice takes her in and they become great friends 

sharing information about their time and their ambitions. But when Alice takes Katie and 

James (the royal doctor’s son) down the secret passages they see cloaked intruders trying 

to kidnap children in the palace. Alice, Katie and James investigate more they realise that 

the intruders are attempting to kill the queen. They have to work together and try and 

find out when the Black Tide is going to strike and kill the Queen and work together to see 

who is innocent and whose not. 



In this book I really connecIn this book I really connecIn this book I really connecIn this book I really connected with the characters and I felt like I was there with them ted with the characters and I felt like I was there with them ted with the characters and I felt like I was there with them ted with the characters and I felt like I was there with them 

helping them and I never wanted to put it down.  I would rate this book 5 starshelping them and I never wanted to put it down.  I would rate this book 5 starshelping them and I never wanted to put it down.  I would rate this book 5 starshelping them and I never wanted to put it down.  I would rate this book 5 stars.... 

 

Hannah Blundell 

The Queen Must Die is one of the BEST books I’ve ever read before.The Queen Must Die is one of the BEST books I’ve ever read before.The Queen Must Die is one of the BEST books I’ve ever read before.The Queen Must Die is one of the BEST books I’ve ever read before.  It’s exciting; it’s 

adventurous and you feel like you are in the book as one of the characters.  Katie was an 

ordinary girl living in a New York apartment with her mother Mimi.  Katie started 

reading a book from Queen Victoria’s reign and the next thing she knew she was under a 

sofa in Buckingham Palace.  Will she be discovered?  I would recommend this book for 

confident readers around 11+ and readers who like mystery because this book has so 

much curiosity you’ll be wanting more.  I will definitely be getting the sequel ‘The Queen 

at War’!  5/5 stars Award! 

 

Ellen Sargeant, year 8 

The basic story: The last thing she remembers is reading in her bedroom reading, trying 

to block out the sound of the TV. Now she’s in London at the height of Queen Victoria’s 

reign…. Something very strange is going on. Together with her two new friends - 

Princess Alice, the young daughter of Queen Victoria, and James O'Reilly, the son of the 

royal doctor - Katie must discover why she has been sent back in time. And who are the 

weird and frightening creatures who seek her out? The key, it seems, lies with the 

enigmatic Bernardo DuQuelle. As the dark forces moving through the royal household 

begin to take control, Katie and her friends uncover a plot to assassinate the Queen and 

unearth an even darker mystery. 

I loved the elements of history and the mystery side of things, it made the story very I loved the elements of history and the mystery side of things, it made the story very I loved the elements of history and the mystery side of things, it made the story very I loved the elements of history and the mystery side of things, it made the story very 

enjoyable and maybe even a little educational,enjoyable and maybe even a little educational,enjoyable and maybe even a little educational,enjoyable and maybe even a little educational, what I like most about the story is it kept 

me guessing at what was going to happen and I kept wondering when the title would 

come into the plot of the story, I loved the idea of time travel where Katie goes back in 

time, it always keeps the story interesting and makes you ask questions like, why did it 

happen to Katie or why is it called the queen must die, but as you get towards the end the 

story starts to unravel and reveal why it all happens. I want to know what effect this 

would have on Katie’s future and what will happen next. 

 

Rachel Ilsley, age 10    

Katie, who lives in an apartment in New York suddenly finds herself in Victorian 

England. She befriends Princess Alice and James and together they try to discover why 

Katie has travelled in time. But Katie isn’t their only problem, the Crystal Palace is newly 

opening and the Queen Victoria’s life is threatened by the Black Tide, a group of 

assassins. 

Katie is a friendly, funny and enjoyable character. She is very loyal to her friends but is 

always arguing with James, the royal doctor’s son. 



Princess Alice is my favourite character; she is always smiling and helping her friends. 

Her mother is Queen Victoria, and her father is Prince Albert. Alice is very kind and 

thoughtful which is why I like her so much. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this book and didn’t want it to end, I am looking forward to the next I thoroughly enjoyed this book and didn’t want it to end, I am looking forward to the next I thoroughly enjoyed this book and didn’t want it to end, I am looking forward to the next I thoroughly enjoyed this book and didn’t want it to end, I am looking forward to the next 

book!book!book!book! I couldn’t put this book down. The author has great imagination and I love her 

style of writing. I especially love the title, ‘The Queen Must Die’ because it makes me think 

of adventure and time. 

 

Holly Wilkins, age 10    

A time-travelling and exciting adventure.  

A girl called Katie is somehow whisked back into Victorian times and finds herself in 

Buckingham Palace with Princess Alice.  

I really like this book as it is funny and exciting because Katie goes on different 

adventures with Alice.  It is an addictive book and you can’t wait to find out what 

happens next.  It is funny when Katie has to try and understand what Alice is saying and 

also when Katie has to explain to Alice what modern things are. 

It is a really thrilling book, I give this book 5 out of 5 stars because I never wantedIt is a really thrilling book, I give this book 5 out of 5 stars because I never wantedIt is a really thrilling book, I give this book 5 out of 5 stars because I never wantedIt is a really thrilling book, I give this book 5 out of 5 stars because I never wanted    to put to put to put to put 

it down as I wanted to know what Katie did next.it down as I wanted to know what Katie did next.it down as I wanted to know what Katie did next.it down as I wanted to know what Katie did next.    

If you are between 9 and 11 years old, you should definitely read this book! 

 

Lucy Minton, age 11 

An actionAn actionAn actionAn action----packed adventure. packed adventure. packed adventure. packed adventure.     

‘The Queen Must Die’ by K.A.S Quinn is a book about Katy.  Her mum has just left with 

another boyfriend so Katy goes to her favourite place.  Under the bed.  Only when she 

wakes up from her nap she find it she isn't under her bed at all.  She's in Buckingham 

Palace and Queen Victoria's daughter has just found Katy.   

I love this book because it is action-packed and I love the way there are so many 

obstacles for Katy to overcome.  I also love the intricate characters.  Each has their own 

personality.  I think Alice is just like me.  I would recommend this book for anyone who 

enjoys adventure stories or historical novels.  I truly recommend it and can't wait to read 

the next in the series. 

 

Adiella Norridge, age 11      

An atmospheric and mysterious time travel adventure that transports New York An atmospheric and mysterious time travel adventure that transports New York An atmospheric and mysterious time travel adventure that transports New York An atmospheric and mysterious time travel adventure that transports New York 

teenager Katie to Victorian England toteenager Katie to Victorian England toteenager Katie to Victorian England toteenager Katie to Victorian England to    counter dark plots against Queen Victoria. counter dark plots against Queen Victoria. counter dark plots against Queen Victoria. counter dark plots against Queen Victoria.     

Katie lives in New York. She's the lonely daughter of a frequently married mother. One 

day, whilst lying under her bed (her refuge) she falls asleep and wakes up to find herself 

in England in the 1800s under a sofa in the royal palace. The Queen's daughter Princess 



Alice finds and befriends her, and they wander the secret passages of the palace together, 

where they come across a host of suspicious figures... 

The story is very atmospheric and really quite frightening; the mysterious hooded figures 

are dark and threatening, and there is a real sense of danger and tension as a threat to 

the Queen is revealed. The story is well paced and never dull. 

 

Celeste Phelan, age 13 

A thrilling tale full of craziness, adventureA thrilling tale full of craziness, adventureA thrilling tale full of craziness, adventureA thrilling tale full of craziness, adventure    and weird. All about the magic and mystery of and weird. All about the magic and mystery of and weird. All about the magic and mystery of and weird. All about the magic and mystery of 

time travel. But evil lurks around every corner.... time travel. But evil lurks around every corner.... time travel. But evil lurks around every corner.... time travel. But evil lurks around every corner....     

Katie lives in New York. She has no really close friends and keeps a distance between her 

and other children. But when strange visions appear to her she realises all is not what it 

seems. 

Then Katie is whisked through time and ends up at the height of Queen Victoria's rein. 

She befriends Alice, daughter of the Queen and James, a curious but careful boy. They 

soon discover the plot to kill the Queen. But Katie is not the only time traveller in 

London... 

My favourite part of this book is when Katie is discovered by Alice, under a sofa in 

Buckingham Palace because it is the real beginning of Alice's and Katie's friendship. 

This book had a slow start and was a little hard to get into. But when I delved into the 

book I found it was an interesting story which was funny in places and quite gory in 

others. 

 

Sam Harper, age 10 

Time travel, conspiracies, gruesome murders and supernatural creatures Time travel, conspiracies, gruesome murders and supernatural creatures Time travel, conspiracies, gruesome murders and supernatural creatures Time travel, conspiracies, gruesome murders and supernatural creatures ––––    this book this book this book this book 

contains thcontains thcontains thcontains them all! em all! em all! em all!     

When Katie, a young girl living in present day New York, reads a book containing some 

of the letters sent by Princesses Alice and Vicky in Victorian London, she is magically 

transported through time and appears beneath their sofa! It is a strange era for Katie to 

find herself in but there could be a reason for her arrival. Princess Alice thinks that she 

may be an assassin and James O’Reilly wants to observe her and carry out lots of 

strange experiments but as they get to know Katie they realise that they are very lucky 

that she has appeared. Katie unveils a conspiracy to wipe out the monarchy by a 

criminal organisation called the Black Tide. She manages to save the Queen but there are 

others who can travel in time. In the past the Vervus race merged with animals and lost 

the power of communication. They tried to regain their language by hijacking words 

from the humans and sent some special children, the Tempus Fugit, through time using 

books to do this. There was a child who brings peace, one who brings war and peace and 

one who brings the war that ends the world. But the child who brings the war that ends 

the world is evil. He is able to turn into his horrible, original, tentacled form and is 



helping the Black Tide. But who is the mysterious Bernardo DuQuelle? Who can Katie 

trust and will she ever make it home to New York? 

‘The Queen Must Die’ was quite slow at first but it picked up speed quickly and soon 

became very exciting. I really liked the gruesome deaths and James’ experiments on Katie 

were hilarious. I couldn't tell who was good and who was bad and it kept me guessing 

right until the end. If you love time travel adventures, you’ll love this series! 

 

Freegrounds Junior School – Year 5 class    

A very exciting historical drama that was a great way A very exciting historical drama that was a great way A very exciting historical drama that was a great way A very exciting historical drama that was a great way to learn about history through a to learn about history through a to learn about history through a to learn about history through a 

story. story. story. story.     

This was a really interesting idea for a book and although it took a long time for us to 

read, we really enjoyed it. It follows an American girl who is transported back to 

Buckingham Palace during the Victorian Era where she strikes a friendship with Princess 

Alice. It's such a shame that the Victorians have been removed from the KS2 curriculum 

because this would be a perfect book to link to the unit of work. We really enjoyed all the 

historical detail and found ourselves hunting to find out more, but some of the Sci-Fi 

aspects put us off. The characters were great though and the drama exciting, most of us 

have said that we will read the rest of the series. 

 

Robert White, age 11  

This was a great book, it makes you waThis was a great book, it makes you waThis was a great book, it makes you waThis was a great book, it makes you want to turn the pages until you can’t stop. I can’t nt to turn the pages until you can’t stop. I can’t nt to turn the pages until you can’t stop. I can’t nt to turn the pages until you can’t stop. I can’t 

wait to have the second book in the series! wait to have the second book in the series! wait to have the second book in the series! wait to have the second book in the series!     

Katie Burger-Jones-Burg was reading her books when she somehow, magically travelled 

through time to the Victorian era. This story is about Katie time traveling to save the 

Royal family from the Black Hand. Katie makes several friends along the way, including 

Princess Alice (the prince’s daughter) and James O’reilly (a doctor’s son). There is a 

prophecy about three children, like Katie, will time-travel. One child will bring peace, 

another will bring peace and war and the third child will bring a war to destroy the 

world. They have to try and get Katie out of Victorian London before someone notices she 

is there as they think she is the child who brings war to end the world. 

Katie and her friends try and stop the Black Hand all by themselves and their leader, 

Du’quell, or at least they think it is Du’quell… 

 

Ella Day 

‘The Queen Must Die’ is an adventure story about a girl who can travel back in time. 

There is a plot to murder the queen and Katie is the only one who can solve the mystery of 

who wants the queen dead. She visits Victorian times where she meets the princess Alice 

and goes on many adventures. I wouldI wouldI wouldI would    recommend this book to whoever likes adventure, recommend this book to whoever likes adventure, recommend this book to whoever likes adventure, recommend this book to whoever likes adventure, 

mystery mystery mystery mystery and history.and history.and history.and history.    



Olivia Russell, age 10 

Katie travels back in time to the Victorian Era, where she meets Alice and James and Katie travels back in time to the Victorian Era, where she meets Alice and James and Katie travels back in time to the Victorian Era, where she meets Alice and James and Katie travels back in time to the Victorian Era, where she meets Alice and James and 

together they must ensure the Queen does not die.  An astonishing journey full of together they must ensure the Queen does not die.  An astonishing journey full of together they must ensure the Queen does not die.  An astonishing journey full of together they must ensure the Queen does not die.  An astonishing journey full of 

excitement and adventure. excitement and adventure. excitement and adventure. excitement and adventure.     

The story of ‘The Queen Must Die’ is a brilliant story of a girl who travels back in time. 

Katie travels to the Victorians where she meets Princess Alice and James. They have a 

task to make sure the Queen must not die.  All they know is that Duquelle, one of the 

servants may be behind the disastrous attempts to kill the Queen. What can Katie do to 

help the Queen?  Katie is captured by Duquelle.  The only thing she can say to herself is, 

Will anyone help me? The story is about Princess Alice and James trying to help Katie get 

home to her Mother whilst Katie helps them to save the Queen from dying.  It is an 

exciting book, filled with tension and mystery with an emotional ending. A real page 

turner. 

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


